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Introduction 
 

Busa is a language spoken by about 40,000 people living in and around the town of 
New-Bussa in Niger State in the mid-west of Nigeria between the Niger river and the 
Benin Republic border. They are among the Eastern segment of the South-Eastern 
group of Mande languages. The Busa people call themselves Bisã. 

Dialects 
The New-Bussa dialect of Busa differs to that of the surrounding villages (Wawa 
dialect) which were there before New-Bussa was moved from its old position further 
north in 1969. The dialect spoken in New-Bussa and the northern Busa villages has 
taken on Hausa phonology, resulting in the loss of several vowels. 

Wawa vowels: /i, e, ɛ, a, ɔ, o, u, ĩ, ɛ,̃ ã, ɔ,̃ ũ/ 
New-Bussa vowels: / i, e, a, o, u, ĩ, ã, ũ/ 

This dictionary is based on the Wawa dialect which has undergone little change. 
There is another isolated dialect 300 km to the north around Illo which is a mixture 
of Busa and Boko. Boko, Bokobaru and Busa are three languages which constitute 
the Boko/Busa language cluster. 

Format of this dictionary 
Busa words are followed by the phonetic representation in parentheses including 
all tones. Nasalisation is not indicated on vowels that follow nasal consonants, as 
these vowels are always nasalised to some extent. ‘N’ represents a variable syllabic 
nasal. Then follows the grammatical category, for which the abbreviations used are 
listed below. The meaning in English is followed by the etymology (Etym:) of 
words which have been borrowed from Arabic, Dendi, English or Hausa. Synonyms 
(Syn:) and variant forms (Variant:) may also be added. 

Abbreviations of Grammatical Categories 
aadj. attributive adjective part. particle 
adj. adjective (attrib./predic.) Pl. Plural 
adv. adverb pp. postposition 
c. conjunction pr. pronoun 
cn. count noun sadj. specific adjective 
exc. exclamation Sg. Singular 
Log. Logophoric pronoun sn. specific noun 
n. noun vi. intransitive verb 
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num. number vt. transitive verb 
padj. predicative adjective   

Tone  
Every syllable in the Busa language has a tone, but it is not always written in the 
orthography. Words that are exclusively high or low tone have the tone written on 
the first vowel or syllabic nasal,   Æ for high tone and   ú for low tone. Mid tone is 
not shown  

Verb tone  
The lexical tone on most verbs changes in Past tense, the first syllable becoming 
Low. If the lexical tone on the first syllable of a polysyllabic verb is already Low, 
then the second syllable becomes Low. These verb changes are written in the 
orthography. Tone change in verbs that do not follow this rule is shown in the 
phonetic representation after the symbol ~. 

Noun Phrase length  
When the final syllable of a Noun or Noun Phrase ends in Low tone, it lengthens 
with rising LM tone before another low tone. ex. Ma zùu dɛ.̀ ‘I killed a cow.’ This 
length is not shown in dictionary entries, but is written when writing sentences. 
When a Noun or Noun Phrase is said in isolation, it will always be pronounced with 
falling tone. Eg. Bãà ‘Bird.’ If the word ends in low tone, it lengthens with rising tone 
before the tone falls. Eg. Zùuù. ‘Cow.’ 

Nasalisation 
Nasalisation is indicated by the presence of a tilde ( û) over the vowel. It is not 
written after nasal consonants because in this position the nasalisation is weak and 
there is no contrast between nasal and oral vowels. With long vowels and vowel 
clusters nasalation is indicated by writing the tilde on the first vowel only. The affect 
of nasalisation will continue through following adjacent vowels, except 'o' and 'e' 
which are never nasalised. (N) written in the phonetic representations represents a 
variable syllabic nasal. 

Compound words  
If the first word of a compound word has written high or low tone, then it will also 
be written on the first syllable of the compound word. Following are common 
suffixes used to make compound words in Busa. Not all possible compounds are 
shown in the dictionary. Words with these affixes are listed under the initial root, as 
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are other words that are obviously derived from the head word. The phonetic 
representation of words with these suffixes is not shown. 
-b] (bɔ)̀ instrument takadakɛb̃] (pen), zi ̃k̀ab] (weapon) 
-de proprietor ma’ãde (reluctant person), bɛde (household head) 
-denɔ inhabitants Busaden] (inhabitants of New-Bussa town) 
-gɔrɔ day/time of dikpɛgɔr] (feast day), igɔr] (date of birth) 
-kɛ  state ludakɛ (deity), bisãsirikɛ (humanity) 
-ki  place of sa’oki (altar), pɔbleki (eating place) 
-na (nà) participle marker bona (going out), zĩkɛna (working) 
-nle (n ̣́lé) rather tɛr̃anle (rather red), vãninle (rather bad) 
-nna (n ̣́á) diminutive budurunna (round and small) 
-ri (rì) nominaliser zĩkɛri (worker), garadari (story-teller) 
-sa (sà) male, big one ɔgɔdesa (very rich man), kosa (cock) 
-sari (sàrí) without faasaride (silly), fĩnabosari (without paying) 
-yã (ñá) matter, affair laadayã (tradition), wɛ  ‘iyã (shameful affair) 
reduplicated words  dɛdɛ (kill many), dodo (one by one) 
Reduplication of a verb may reflect frequency of action or plurality of the subject.  

Text sources 
The author has worked on Busa and related languages Boko and Bokobaru for 35 
years as a Bible translator and literacy worker, and has written a PhD thesis on the 
Boko/Busa language cluster (LINCOM Europa 1998). Much of the data comes from 
that background and although the Bible covers many areas of life and culture, some 
compound words will reflect theological ideas that were new to the language 
speakers and illustrate how adept agglutinative languages are at word formation. 

Broad characteristics of Busa grammar 
• Basic word order is Subject, Object, Verb. Aspect markers following the 

subject. 
• There is no case system or noun classes. 
• Specific Noun Phrase items are differentiated from non-specific items. The 

final Low tone syllable of non-specific Noun Phrases has a Low-Mid rising 
tone. 

• There is no dual or gender system. 
• There is no genuine passive, but it is expressed by using indefinite subject 

pronouns. 
• There are seven oral and five nasal vowels. 
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• Syllables are open, but may close with a syllabic nasal 
• Most grammatical categories have a three way lexical tone contrast (High, 

Mid & Low), with grammatical rising and falling tone also occurring. 
• Morphologically economic, most words being monomorphemic. 
• There is a productive pattern of nominal compounding. 
• Genitive precedes governing noun. 
• Adjective follows noun and precedes other modifiers. 
• Most adpositions are postpositions. 
• Adverb follows predicate. 
• Negation and mood markers are sentence final. 
• There is complex pervasive logophoricity. 

Busa Pronouns 
There are many Busa pronouns including simple, compound and fused forms. 
Personal pronouns may be fused with clitic Postpositions. Subject pronouns may be 
fused with aspect/tense markers. Object pronouns are suffixed to the verb when 
followed by a clitic Postposition. 
 
Demonstrative Pronouns 

General  Specific Definite 
adi this one adiki/adikĩna adikũ 
adire that one adireki adirekũ 
azãdire that one yonder azãdireki azãdirekũ 
abire that unseen one abireki abirekũ 
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Personal pronouns 
 me you(s) he/she/it Log. us you(pl) them 
 Object ma n a1 a ó2 á ń 
 Possessive ma n a a ó á ń 
 Benefactive -mɛnɛ -nnɛ -nɛ -arɛ -wɛrɛ -árɛ -ńnɛ 
 Dative -ma -mma -a3 -awa -wá -áwa -ṃ́ ma 
 Comitative kũmao kũnwo kãao/-o4 kãao kũoo kãáo kũńwo 
 Contrastive mapi mpi àpi api ópinɔ ápinɔ ṃ́ pinɔ 
 Appositive makũ mɔkɔñ àkũ akãa ókɔñɔ ákɔñɔ mɔ kɔñɔ 
 Exclusive mado ndo  ado ótɛñɛ átɛñɛ ńtɛñɛ 
 1 no object pronoun before postposition -i 3 Wawa also uses -wà 
 2 wà instead of ò before postposition -i4 –o used if impersonal 
 
Subject pronouns 

 I you(Sg) he/she/it Log. we you(Pl) one/they 
Past ma n (à) a o a ò/wà 
Stative má ń (à) á ó á ò 
Consequent má ń  á  ó á  
Subjunctive mà ṇ́̀ (à) à ò à ò 
Future mani ĩni (a)ni áni óni áni (o)ni 
Past Negative mádi ńdi adi ádi ódi ádi odi 
Habitual madì ndì àdi adì odì adì òdi 
Present Affix -tɛn to Stative pronouns (tɛni before a pronoun) 
Prohibitive Affix -sun to Subjunctive pronouns with negation 
Obligatory Affix -sun to Future pronouns 
Continuous Affix -gɔ ̃to all but Past pronouns. 
Perfect Add yã after Stative, Present, Habitual and Past tenses. 
Subsequent Add gbasa after Past and Future pronouns. 
Persistive Add kpɛ ́after Stative pronouns. 

Note: New-Bussa uses wo in place of o, but wo wo becomes wo o 
Pronouns in parentheses are not used directly after a Noun Phrase. 
In speech the (d) may be elided from Habitual pronouns, and the (n) 
may be elided from Future pronouns, except you(Sg) 
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Busa—English Dictionary 

A  -  a 
 
-a  [à] pp. on, to (Dative) 

— pr. on/to him/her/it. (Wawa 
area). Variant: -wa 

a1  pr. 1) him, her. 2) his, her, its. 
3) he/she (Past Log.) 

adi [adí] pr. he/she didn't 
akãa  [akãà̀] pr. he/she (Appositional 

Log.) 
ani  [ani] pr. he/she will 
api  [apì] pr. he/she (Contrastive 

Log.) 
atɛñɛ  [atɛ ̃ nɛ  ] adv. pure, unmixed. 

Etym: a-tɛñɛ 'it-exclusively' 
a2  pr. you (Pl. Past) 

adì [adì] pr. you (Pl. Habitual) 
adìgɔ ̃ [adìgɔ]̃ pr. you always (Pl. 

Habitual) 
á1  pr. 1) you (Pl. Object). 2) your 

(Pl.). 3) you (Pl. Stative). 4) then 
you will (Pl.) 

ádi [ádí] pr. you didn't (Pl.) 
ákɔñɔ  [ákɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ pr. you (Pl. 

Appositional) 
áni  [áni] pr. you will (Pl.) 
ánigɔ ̃ [ánigɔ]̃ pr. you will always 

(Pl.) 
ápinɔ  [ápìnɔ] pr. you (Pl. 

Contrastive) 
ásun  [ásúŋ̣́ ̣́] pr. you must (Pl.) 
átɛn(i)  [átɛ  ni] pr. you are/were (Pl.). 

'i' form occurs before another 

pronoun 
á2  pr. 1) he/she (Log. Stative). 2) then 

he/she will 
áni  [áni] pr. he/she will (Log.) 

á3  ['á] n. yam 
áfɔm̃ba  ['áfɔ̃m̀bà] n. yam residue 
ákasa ['ákàsá] n. yam disease 
álimusu  ['álímùsú] n. vine with 

edible fruit 
ápura  ['ápúra] n. large white yam 
ása  ['ásà] n. dead yam leaves 
ása kpá  vt. fish 
áyĩba  ['àñíbà] n. grass species 

á4  ['á] vt. carve 
ana  ['ánà] aadj. carved 
àri  ['àrì] n. carver 

à1  pr. 1) he/she (Past). 2) he/she 
(Stative). 3) he/she (Subjunctive) 

adi [àdí] pr. he/she didn't 
àdi [àdì] pr. he/she (Habitual) 
àkũ  [àkù̃] pr. he/she (Appositional) 
àpi  [àpì] pr. he, she (Contrastive) 
àsun ...-ro  [àsúṆï] pr. he/she must 

not 
àsungɔ ̃...-ro  [àsúŋ̣́ ̣́gɔ]̃ pr. he/she 

must never 
àtɛn(i)  [àtɛ  ni] pr. he/she/it is/was. 'i' 

form occurs before pronoun 
à2  pr. you (Pl. Subjunctive) 

àsun  [àsúN ̣́] pr. don't (Pl.) 
àsungɔ ̃ [àsúŋ̣́ ̣́gɔ]̃ pr. never 



á'a  akuri 

2 Busa — English Dictionary  

á'a  ['á'á] exc. oh! 
aa'a  ['àà'á] exc. no. Syn: oi 
aada  ['aada] n. necessary custom 

aada kɛ  vt. necessary custom (do) 
aafia  ['ààfíà] adv. healthy, safe, 

peacefully. Etym: Arabic: àlàfíyà 
— n. health, peace 

aafiade  n. healthy person 
aafialeki  ['ààfíàleki] n. refuge 
aafiasaride  n. unhealthy person 

aakɔ ̃ ['ààkɔ]̃ num. three 
aakɔd̃e  aadj. third 
aakɔk̃ɔ ̃['ààkɔk̃ɔ]̃ adv. by threes 

aami  ['ààmí] exc. amen. Etym: Dɛndi: 
àmín (Arabic) 

aawi  ['áàwí] n. black snail that makes 
cry 

abelesa  [àbèlésà] c. how much more 
abire  [abire] pr. this/that one (unseen) 

abireki  pr. this/that very one 
(unseen) 

abirekũ  [abirekù̃] pr. this/that one 
(unseen but known) 

ada  ['àdá] n. cutlass. Etym: Dɛndi: àddá 
Adamu  ['àdàmú] sn. Adam. Etym: 

Arabic 
ade  pr. he/she (person under 

discussion) 
àdɛdɛ  ['àdɛd̀ɛ]̀ n. rectangular house. 

Etym: Dɛndi: àdédè 
adi  [adí] pr. this one 

adiki  [adíki] pr. this very one. Syn: 
adikĩna 

adikĩna  [adíkĩna] pr. this very one. 
Syn: adiki 

adikũ  [adíkù̃] pr. this one (known) 
adire  [adíre] pr. that one 

adireki  [adíreki] pr. that very one 
adirekũ  [adírekŋ̣́̀] pr. that one 

(known) 
ado  adv. alone 

adona  [adonà] adv. separate, 
different, holy 

adonadona  adv. different 
ádo(na)  [ádonà] adv. by yourselves 
adua  ['àduà] n. prayer. Etym: Arabic: 

àdúwà 
adua kɛ  vt. pray 
aduakɛgɔrɔ  ['àduàkɛgɔrɔ] adv. 

prayer time 
aduakɛki  ['àduàkɛki] n. place of 

prayer 
aduakɛkpɛ  ['àduàkɛkpɛ  ] n. mosque, 

church 
ágba  ['ágbá] n. course, direction 

ágba sɛ ́ vt. follow direction of 
agogo  ['agogo] n. watch 
agusi  ['àgúsí] n. melon seed. Etym: 

Dɛndi: àgùsí 
agũnu  ['àgŋ̣́ ̣́nú] n. possessing spirit 
agya  ['ágyà] exc. alas! 
àkako  ['àkàkò] n. Ruppell's griffon 

vulture 
akara kɛ  ['àkara] vt. crush 
àkpati  ['àkpàtì] n. box, chest 
àkpukpu  ['àkpùkpù] n. motor cycle 

àkpukpude  n. motorcyclist 
aku  ['àkú] n. grey parrot 
akuri  [akurì] num. plus ten 

akuride  num. plus a tenth 
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akurikuri  num. plus ten each 
akũ  c. then 

akũsɔ ̃ c. and 
alamani  [àlámàní] n. attitude 
àlansi  ['àlànsì] n. Thursday. Etym: 

Dɛndi: àlààmísì (Arabic) 
aleluya  ['àlèlúyà] exc. halleluya. Etym: 

English (Hebrew) 
àlesi  ['àlèsì] n. omen, prediction, 

meaning (of dream). Etym: Dɛndi: 
àlèèsì 

àlesi bɔkɔtɛ  vt. explain meaning 
àlesi dɔ ...-a  vt. wish misfortune on 
àlesi o  vt. predict fortune 
àleside  n. unfortunate person 
àlesidɔr̃i  ['àlèsìdɔ̃r̀ì] n. fortune-teller 

alɛdɛ  ['alɛ  dɛ]̀ n. domestic pig. Etym: 
Yoruba 

àlɛlɛ  ['àlɛl̀ɛ]̀ n. cake boiled in tin 
alikali  ['àlìkálí] n. judge. Syn: 

yãkpaɛkɛri. Etym: Dendi: àlkáálí 
ama1  ['àmá] c. but. Variant: amade. 

Etym: Dɛndi: àmmá 
amade  ['àmádé] c. but. Syn: ama 

ama2  ['ámà] n. hammer. Etym: English 
ama kɛ  ['ámà] vt. yawn 
àmala  ['àmàlà] n. powdered yam pap 
Ambosidi  ['ambósidì] sn. Amboshidi. 

Laaru town 
anambɛɛkuta  ['anambɛ  ɛk̀úta] n. 

hedgehog 
anasara  ['ànàsárá] n. white man. 

Etym: Dɛndi: ànnàsáárá (Arabic) 
anasara yã  n. English 

andunia  ['àndúníá] n. 1) world. 

2) everyone. Etym: Dɛndi: àndúnyá 
(Arabic) 

andunia ble  vt. enjoy life 
andunia lɛźɛki  n. edge of world 
andunia tó  vt. leave the world, die 
andunialakagɔrɔ  ['àndúníálákágɔrɔ] 

n. end of the world 
andunialɛzɛkidenɔ 

 ['àndúníálɛ  zɛkidenɔ] n. people 
from the ends of the world 

andurufu  ['ándùrúfù] n. silver. Etym: 
Dɛndi: hànzùrfáá 

andurufupiri  ['ándùrúfùpìrì] n. 
silversmith 

anfãni  ['ànfãǹí] n. usefulness. Etym: 
Hausa: anfani 

anfãni kɛ  vt. useful (be), good (do) 
anfãnide  n. benefactor 

angogo  ['angogo] n. large yam species 
ani  [aní] pr. he/she/it will 

áni  [ání] pr. he/she will (Log.) 
anigɔ ̃ [anígɔ]̃ pr. he/she/it will 

always 
ania  ['ànià] n. 1) effort, 

industriousness. 2) greed. Etym: 
Dɛndi: ànníyà 

ania da  vt. greedy (be) 
ania kɛ  vt. earnest (be), industrious 

(be), work hard 
ania pãsĩ  n. selfishness 
ania pãsĩ kɛ (...-o)  vt. selfish toward 

(be) 
aniade  n. industrious person 
aniapãsĩde  n. selfish person 

anlo  ['àṇ́̀lo] n. wooden tablet 
annabi  ['àṇábì] n. prophet. Etym: 
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Dɛndi: ànnábì (Arabic) 
annabikɛ  n. prophecy 
annabikɛ kɛ  vt. prophesy 
annabikɛtakada  ['àṇábìkɛtákàdá] n. 

book of prophecy 
annabikɛyã  n. word of prophecy 
annabikɛyã o  vt. prophesy 

anɔ  [ànɔ] pr. 1) they (Past). 2) they 
(Stative). 3) they (Subjunctive). 
'anɔ' and its compounds are New-
Bussa dialect. Variant: ò 

anɔdì  [ànɔdì] pr. they (Habitual) 
anɔdìgɔ ̃ [ànɔdìgɔ]̃ pr. they always 

(Habitual) 
anɔgɔ ̃ [ànɔgɔ]̃ pr. they always 

(Subjunctive) 
anɔn  [ànɔn ̣́] pr. they (Stative) 
anɔndi  [ànɔn ̣́dí] pr. they didn't 
anɔngɔ ̃ [ànɔn ̣́gɔ]̃ pr. they will be 
anɔni  [ànɔní] pr. they will 
anɔnigɔ ̃ [ànɔnigɔ]̃ pr. they will 

always 
anɔntɛn(i)  [ànɔn ̣́tɛ  ṇ~ànɔn ̣́tɛ  ni] pr. 

they are/were 
anzina  ['ánzínà] n. henna 

anzina yĩ  vt. dye with henna 
anzure  ['ànzúrè] n. in-law. Etym: 

Dɛndi: ànzúrè 
anzure ble  vt. pay bride-price 
anzureblebɔ  ['ànzúrèblebɔ]̀ n. 

bride-price item 
aputu  ['àpútú] n. tree species 

aputu pura  n. tree species 
aputu sira  n. tree species 

ara  ['àra] n. toothbrush 
ara só  vt. brush teeth 

Araabu  ['áráàbù] sn. Arab. Etym: 
Dɛndi: láárábù 

araga  ['àràgá] adv. easy, cheap 
— adj. easy, cheap 

àre  ['àrè] n. profit, gain, advantage 
àre ble  vt. profit, gain 
àre le  vt. get advantage 
àrede  aadj. profitable 

areke  ['àrèké] n. sugar cane 
-arɛ  pr. to/for him/her (Log.) 
-árɛ  [árɛ  ] pr. to/for you (Pl.) 
arɛ  ['arɛ  ] n. front, face 

— adv. in front 
— pp. in front of, before 

arɛ dɔ ...-a  vt. turn towards 
arɛ wɛtɛ  vt. seek progress 
arɛde  n. leader 
arɛdɔkɔãna  ['arɛ  dɔkɔã̀nà] adv. 

opposite 
ari  ['árì] c. until, as far as. Etym: 

Dɛndi: har (Arabic) 
ári  ['árí] adv. excessive 
aru  ['àrú] n. blood 

aru bo/bɔtɛ  vt. bleed 
aru kɔt́ɛ  vt. sprinkle blood 
aru tɔ ́ vt. drip blood 
arukɔñɔ  ['àrúkɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ n. clotted blood 

áru  ['árú] n. pounded yam 
áru zɔ ̃ n. pound yam 

arubaba  ['àrùbàba] n. bell 
arubarika  ['àrùbáríkà] n. blessing 

arubarika da ... gu  vt. bless. Etym: 
Dendi: àlbárkà (Arabic) 

arubarika le  vt. obtain blessing 
arubarikade  n. blessed person 
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arubaru  ['àrùbàrú] n. gunpowder. 
Etym: Dendi: àlbààrúwà (Arabic) 

arubasa  [àrùbásà] n. onion. Etym: 
Dendi: àlbásàn (Arabic) 

arubasa gizo  [gízò] n. garlic 
arufanna  ['àrùfan ̣́á] n. religious 

teacher. Etym: Dendi: àlfágà/àlafáà 
(Arabic) 

arugeta  ['àrùgétà] n. bugle with high 
pitch. Etym: Dɛndi: àlgáytaÖ 

arukɛri  ['arukɛri] n. tenant 
arukĩmba  ['àrùki ̃ mbà] n. robe 
arukɔkɔ  ['árúkɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. fingernail, claw 

arukɔkɔ dɔ ...-a  vt. pinch lightly 
arukɔkɔ ká ...-i  vt. pick with 

fingernail 
arukɔkɔ pɛt́ɛ ...-a  vt. pinch hard 
arukɔkɔde  n. clawed creature 
— aadj. clawed 

Arumasihu  ['àrùmàsíhù] sn. Messiah, 
Christ. Variant: Masihu. Etym: 
Arabic 

Arumasihukɛna  n. Messiahship 
arumaziri  ['àrùmázìrí] n. Quranic 

student. Etym: Arabic 
aruwala  ['àrùwàlá] n. ritual washing, 

ablutions. Syn: awala. Etym: 
Dendi: àlwàlà (Arabic) 

aruzenna  ['àrùzén ̣́à] n. paradise. Etym: 
Dendi: àlzánnà (Arabic) 

aruzɛkɛ  ['àrùzɛk̀ɛ  ] n. property, wealth. 
Etym: Dɛndi: àlzàká 

aruzɛkɛ kátɛ  vt. store wealth 
aruzɛkɛde  n. wealthy person 
aruzɛkɛkatɛki  ['àrùzɛk̀ɛ  kátɛ  ki] n. 

treasury, storehouse 

asa1  ['ásà] c. hopefully 
asa2  ['asà] n. belt 

asa dɔ  n. tie belt 
àsa  ['àsà] n. loom 

àsa lí  n. pin of loom 
asakpa  ['ásákpa] n. governor. Etym: 

Hausa 
asana  ['àsáná] n. match 
ásaru  ['ásárú] n. accident. Etym: 

Dɛndi: ásàráwú 
ásaru kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. damage, happen 

accidentally to 
ásaru zĩ . ...-a  vt. bring disaster 
ásarude  n. accident prone person 

asasa  ['àsàsá] n. sack. Syn: lato 
asã  ['asã ] vt. fry 

asãna  ['asã nà] aadj. fried 
asãnsĩni  ['ásãnsĩni] n. discernment, 

understanding 
asãnsĩnide  n. man of discernment or 

understanding 
ase  ['àsé] c. yet, so 
asɛ1̃  ['asɛ ̃ ] n. husk 
asɛ2̃  ['asɛ ̃ ] n. tree species 
Asia  ['ásía] sn. Asia. Etym: English 
asibi  ['àsíbì] n. Saturday. Etym: Dɛndi: 

àsíbtì 
asidemai  ['àsídemáì] n. boiled yam 

eaten with oil. Etym: Hausa 
asigbe  ['àsígbè] n. hinge 
asimiti  ['ásìmítì~'àsìmítì] n. hospital 
asira  ['àsíra] n. selfishness, greed 

asirade  n. selfish person 
asiri  ['àsírí] n. secret. Etym: Dɛndi: 

àsíírì 
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asiri tá  vt. keep secret 
asiri tá ...-nɛ  vt. clothe (hide 

nakedness) 
asiride  aadj. secret 
asirigwari  n. spy 
asiriyã  n. secret affair 
asiriyã ditɛ ...-nɛ  vt. confide in 

aso  ['aso] n. load, burden 
aso di ...-nɛ  vt. load someone 
aso káka  vt. pack load 
aso kátɛ  vt. unload baggage 
aso sɛ ́ vt. take up load 
aso tó ...-nɛ  vt. unload burden on 
aso wí  vt. throw down load 
asosɛri  ['asosɛr̀ì] n. porter 

asusu  ['ásúsù] n. money box 
atalata  ['àtàláta] n. Tuesday. Etym: 

Dɛndi: àtàláátà 
Ataura  ['àtáúrá] sn. Torah. Etym: 

Arabic 
atã  ['atã ] n. alligator pepper 
atãa bo  ['atãa] vt. straddle 
atɛ ̃ ['atɛ ̃ ] vt. 1) pour out. 2) open wide 

(legs, mouth) 
atɛ ̃...-a  vt. pour out on 

atɛñɛna  ['àtãǹɛ  ná] n. Monday. Etym: 
Dɛndi: àtínnì 

atɛñsa  ['àtãǹsà] c. especially 
atiki  ['àtíkì] n. powder, talc 

atiki lɛ ́ vt. powder oneself 
-awa  pr. to/on him/her (Log.) 
-áwa  [áwá] pr. to/on you (Pl. Log.) 
awa  ['áwà] n. hour. Etym: English 
awala  ['àwàlá] n. ritual washing. Syn: 

aruwala 

Awau  ['àwáù] sn. Eve. Etym: Arabic 
awɛɛ-  [awɛ  ɛ  ] part. plus 

awɛɛ'aakɔ ̃ [awɛ  ɛ  'ààkɔ]̃ num. plus 
three 

awɛɛ'aakɔd̃e  aadj. third 
awɛɛdo  [awɛ  ɛ  do] num. plus one 
awɛɛdode  aadj. -first 
awɛɛkɛñdo  [àwɛ  ɛ  kɛ ̃ ndo] num. plus 

nine 
awɛɛpla  [awɛ  ɛ  pla] num. plus two 
awɛɛplade  aadj. -second 
awɛɛsiikɔ ̃ [awɛ  ɛ  sííkɔ]̃ num. plus four 
awɛɛsiikɔd̃e  aadj. -fourth 
awɛɛsɔɔro  [awɛ  ɛ  sɔ ɔ ro] num. plus 

five 
awɛɛsɔɔrode  aadj. -fifth 
awɛɛsɔraakɔ ̃ [àwɛ  ɛ  sɔrààkɔ]̃ num. 

plus eight 
awɛɛsuddo  [awɛ  ɛ  súḍo] num. plus 

six 
awɛɛsuddode  aadj. -sixth 
awɛɛsuppla  [awɛ  ɛ  súṕ̣la] num. plus 

seven 
awɛɛsupplade  aadj. -seventh 

Awuru  ['àwúrù] sn. Awuru. Busa town 
àyaba  ['àyàbà] n. banana. Etym: Dɛndi: 

àyàbà 
àyaba bobokɔã  vt. cut bananas off 

stem 
àyaba di  vt. ripen bananas 
àyaba yɔ ̃ n. bunch of bananas 
àyaba zɔ ̃ vt. cut stem of bananas 

ayu  ['àyú] n. manatee. Etym: Dɛndi: 
àyú 

Ayuba  ['àyúbà] sn. Job. Etym: Arabic 
ayuwii  ['áyuwíì] n. ululation 
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ayuwii kɛ/dɔ ...-a  vt. ululate 
azãdire  [azãd̀ire] pr. that one yonder 

azãdireki  [azãd̀ireki] pr. that very 
one yonder 

azãdirekũ  [azãd̀irekù̃] pr. that one 
yonder (that we both know about) 

azia  ['àzíà] n. 1) Venus. Syn: mɔ'azia. 
2) administrator. Etym: He shines 

when the king is out 
azuma  ['àzumà] n. 1) week. 2) Friday. 

Etym: Dɛndi: àlzúmà (Arabic) 
azumada  ['àzumàda] n. Friday 
azumanɛnna  ['àzumànɛ  n ̣́á] n. 

Sunday 

Ã  -  ã 
 
ã  ['ã] pp. before in time 
ã'ã  ['ã'ã] vi. fed up, discouraged 
ãn  ['ãṆ̀́] n. face 

ãmpãsĩde  ['ãṃ́̀pãs̀i ̃ de] n/aadj. stern 

faced (person) 
ãn sisi (...-i)  vi. frown, scowl at 
ãn were  vt. brighten face 
ãn yãkatɛ  vt. frown 

B  -  b 
 
ba  vt. plant in cultivation. See: bú ba, 

á ba 
bá1  n. wire trap 
bá2  exc. not at all! 
bá3  vt. paddle 

bá li  vt. paddle, row 
báli  [bálí] n. paddle, oar 
báli godɔdɔbɔ  [gódɔd̀ɔbɔ]̀ n. rudder 

bà  [bà] n. run 
bà kpákũsũ  vt. race against 
bàa lɛ ́(...-nɛ)  [bàà] vt. run (from) 
bàa sí (...-nɛ)  [bàà] vt. run away, 

escape, flee from 
bà wãna lɛ ́ vt. run fast 
bàalɛri  [bààlɛ  rì] n. runner 
bàasina  [bààsínà] n. running, 

flowing 
bàkpakũsũna  [bàkpákŋ̣́sṹnà] n. 

race 
bàkpakũsũri  [bàkpàkŋ̣́sṹrì] n. 

competitor 
bànnade  [bàn ̣́ade] n. swift runner 

bà1  pp. like, about. lán ... bà with Noun 
Phrase ; lákũ ... bà with Clause 

bà2  [bà] n. cord, string, rope, thread, 
net 

bà dɔ  vt. tie rope 
bà kpákpa  vt. spread net 
bàde  aadj. commissioned 
bàdɔki  [bàdɔki] n. tying up place, 

berth 
bàflã  [bàflã]̀ n. rope whip 
bàkangãn  [bàkáŋ̣́ ̣́gãŋ̣̀́] n. lariat, rope 

on uniform 
bàlɛtã  [bàlɛtã]̀ n. mesh 
bànɛndo  [bànɛǹdo] n. 1) strand of 
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rope. 2) single string guitar 
bàsaride  aadj. uncommissioned 

(soldier) 
bàwisi  [bàwisi] n. flax 

Baa  [bàá] sn. Father. Etym: Dɛndi: 
bàbàbá 

Baa Kuadonade  sn. Holy Father 
Baa Sìka  sn. twin fetish 

baa  [bàá] n. pancreas. Etym: Dɛndi: 
bàrá 

baaakɔ ̃ [bàààkɔ]̃ num. sixty 
baaakɔ ̃akuri  num. seventy 
baaakɔ ̃asɔɔro  num. sixty five 
baaakɔk̃ɔ ̃ [bàààkɔk̃ɔ]̃ num. by sixties 

baadi  [baadí] pr. whoever, each one 
bàai  [bààì] adv. outside 

bàaidenɔ  [bààìdenɔ] n. outsiders 
baakpɛ  [bààkpɛ  ] n. close friend 
baala'i  [baalá'i] adv. at any time 
baani  [báaní] n. tree species. Used 

after circumcision 
baaru  [báárù] n. news 

baaru kpá ...-nɛ  vt. give news 
baaru nna  n. good news, gospel 
baarukpari  [báárùkpàrì] n. 

broadcaster 
baarunnakpari  [báárùn ̣́akpàrì] n. 

evangelist 
baasa  [báasá] vi. evaporate 

— vt. refine 
baasi  [bààsí] pp. except 
báasi  [báásí] n. flesh. Etym: Dɛndi: básí 
baba  [baba] vt. shell 

baba ...-nɛ  vt. relate 
bába  [bábá] vi. dry up 

Babanna  [bàbàn ̣́á] sn. Babanna. Boko 
town 

babara  vt. sieve by agitating 
babare  [babaré] n. black stinging ant 

babareda  n. large black stinging ant 
Babareda  [babaréda] sn. fire spirit 
babarela  [babarélá] n. nettle 

babatutu  [babatútú] n. spinning 
babatutu kɛ  vt. spin around 

Baburaswa  [bàburaswa~bàburasa] sn. 
Baburasa. Busa village 

baburu  [bàbúrù] n. motorcycle. Syn: 
àkpukpu 

baburude  n. motorcyclist 
Baibuu  [báíbúù] sn. Bible. Etym: 

English 
baka1  [bàká] vt. race 
baka2  [bákà] n. part, portion, share 

baka ble/le  vt. get share 
baka bɔ  vt. take share out 
baka kú kũ ...-o  vi. have share with 
baka sí  vt. take share 

bàka1  [bàkà] n. sheath, bundle 
bàka2  [bàkà] n. concern, interest, 

commitment. Etym: Dɛndi: bà 
bàka kú kũ ...-o  vi. covenant with 

(have), committed to (be) 
bakabã  [bákabã] n. barbet (bird 

species) 
bakasa  [bákàsá] n. bowel 
bakata  [bàkàtá] n. tree species 
Báke  [báké] sn. name of third daughter 
bakɛ ̃ [bàkɛ ̃ ] vi. fall down 

— vt. let down 
bakɛl̃ia  [bàkɛ ̃ líà] n. honey ant 
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bakɛñdo  [bàkɛ ̃ ndo] num. hundred and 
eighty 

bakibaki  [bákibàki] adj. spotted, 
blotched 

bara  [bàra] n. bank 
— adv. on that side 
— pp. other side of 

bara dire  adv. on that side 
— pp. that side of 

bara la  adv. on this side 
— pp. this side of 

baradirede  n. person on that side 
baralade  n. person on this side 

bára  [bárá] n. skin, hide, leather 
bára toto  vt. dress skin 
bára zã̃̀a  n. leather bracelet 
bárapura  n. white man, European 
bárasira  n. black man 

bara kɛ  [bárà] vt. beg. Etym: Dɛndi: 
bárkàr 

barakɛri  n. beggar 
baraakuri  [bàraakurì] num. thirty 

baraakuride  aadj. thirtieth 
baraakuri awɛɛdode  aadj. thirty 

first 
baraakuri awɛɛplade  aadj. thirty 

second 
baraakuri awɛɛ'aakɔd̃e  aadj. thirty 

third 
baraakuri awɛɛsiikɔd̃e  aadj. thirty 

fourth 
baraakuri awɛɛsɔɔrode  aadj. thirty 

fifth 
baraakuri awɛɛsuddode  aadj. thirty 

sixth 
baraakuri awɛɛsupplade  adj. thirty 

seventh 
baraakuri donsaride  aadj. twenty 

ninth 
baraakuri plansaride  aadj. twenty 

eighth 
baraakurikuri  [bàrakurìkurì] adv. 

by thirties 
baraasɔɔro  [bàraasɔ ɔ ro] num. twenty 

five 
baraasɔɔrode adj. twenty fifth 
baraasɔɔro awɛɛdode  adj. twenty 

sixth 
baraasɔɔro awɛɛplade  adj. twenty 

seventh 
baraasɔɔro donsaride  adj. twenty 

fourth 
baraasɔɔro plansaride  adj. twenty 

third 
baragbãsɔ ̃ [baragbãs̀ɔ̃ ] n. mule. Syn: 

sɔb̃araga 
bàrara  [bàràrà] adv. quickly 
báraza o  [bárázá] vt. tie cloth or shorts 

through legs 
báraza yĩ  vt. hide a part 

barika  [báríkà] exc. congratulations!, 
welcome! Etym: arubarika 

baro  [bàro] num. twenty 
baro awɛɛ'aakɔd̃e  aadj. twenty third 
baro awɛɛdode  aadj. twenty first 
baro awɛɛplade  aadj. twenty second 
baro donsaride  aadj. nineteenth 
baro plansaride  aadj. eighteenth 
barode  aadj. twentieth 

Barugu  [bàrùgu] sn. Borgu. Historical 
Boko/Baatonu area of Borgu 

basiikɔ ̃ [bàsííkɔ]̃ num. eighty 
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basiikɔ ̃akuri  num. ninety 
basiikɔ ̃asɔɔro  num. eighty five 

basɔɔro  [bàsɔ ɔ ro] num. hundred 
basɔɔrode  aadj. hundredth 
basɔɔro akuri  num. hundred and ten 
basɔɔro asɔɔro  num. hundred and 

five 
basɔsɔɔro  [bàsɔ sɔ ɔ ro] adv. by 

hundreds 
basɔraakɔ ̃ [bàsɔ rààkɔ]̃ num. hundred 

and sixty 
basɔraakɔ ̃akuri  num. hundred and 

seventy 
basɔraakɔ ̃asɔɔro  num. hundred and 

sixty five 
basuddo  [bàsúḍo] num. hundred and 

twenty 
basuddo akuri  num. hundred and 

thirty 
basuddo asɔɔro  num. hundred and 

twenty five 
basuppla  [bàsuṕ̣la] num. hundred and 

forty 
basuppla akuri  num. hundred and 

fifty 
basuppla asɔɔro  num. hundred and 

forty five 
bata1  [bàtá] n. tension drum 
bata2  [bátà] n. small container. Etym: 

Dɛndi: bátà 
bátɛ ̃ [bátɛ ̃ ] n. eagle species 

bátɛs̃ira  [bátɛ ̃ sira] n. black eagle 
species 

batu  [bàtú] n. open area, plaza, 
square. Etym: Dɛndi: bàtú 

bature  [bàtúrè] n. white man. Syn: 

anasara. Etym: Dɛndi: bàtúúréé 
Bawa  [báwà] sn. name of boy born 

after siblings who died 
bã  n. bird 

bã zĩ  n. old man 
bãda  n. bustard 
bãntoro  [bãntòrò] n. sparrow 
bãntoro sɛñtɛ  [bãntòrò sãǹtɛ  ] n. 

bulbul 
bãtue  n. wild cat 

bãdubãdu  [bãd̀úbãd̀ú] n. dysentery. 
Etym: Dɛndi: bánùbánù 

bã̃̀n  [bãṆ̀̀́] n. madness, insanity 
bãn kũ  vt. go crazy 
bã̃̀nbãn  [bã ṃ́̀bãṃ̀́̀ ] adv. madly, 

anxiously 
bã̃̀nde  [bãṇ̀de] n. madman 
bã̃̀nna  [bãǹ ̣́á] n. craziness 
bã̃̀nna ká ...-gu  vt. drive crazy 

Bãna  [bã na] sn. name of second 
daughter 

bãnade  aadj. second (daughter) 
bã̃̀nda  [bãǹdà] n. grill 
bã̃̀ndara gá  [bãǹdàrà] vt. court 
Bãni  [bã ní] sn. name of fourth son. 

Syn: tokũ 
bãnizakara  [bã nízàkárà] n. rake 

bebe  n. stuttering 
bebe ká  vt. stutter 
bebekari  [bebekàrì] n. stutterer 

bede  n. head of family. Etym: bɛde 
bee  [béè] c. even 

bee kũ ...-o  c. despite 
beebɔ  [béèbɔ ] adv. whatever 
beebɔrɛ  [béèbɔ rɛ]̀ adv. whenever 
beema  [béèmá] adv. wherever 
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beese  [béèse] adv. even 
belubelu [bèlúbèlú] n. salivary gland 
bèn  [bèŋ̣́]̀ adv. thud 
Beru  [bèru] sn. name of sixth daughter 
beru  [berù] n. kapok species 
bɛ1  n. home 

— adv. at home 
bɛdenɔ  n. family 
bɛgiri [bɛgìrì] n. hated, detestable 

person 
bɛgwari  [bɛgwàrì] n. steward 
bɛmusu  [bɛmùsú] n. two story house 
bɛ'ɔgɔ  [bɛ'ɔg̀ɔ ] n. household ta]  
bɛ'ɔgɔsiri  [bɛ'ɔg̀ɔ sìrì] n. ta] -collector 
bɛra  [bɛra] adv. here at home 
bɛsaride  n. homeless person 
bɛzira  [bɛzirá] n. old address 
bɛzĩ  [bɛzi ̃]̀ n. abandoned home, ruins 

bɛ2  n. tuber 
bɛ kɛ  vt. form tuber 

bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ  [bɛɛ̀r̀ɛ]̀ n. value, honour 
bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ lí ...-nɛ  vt. honour, show 

respect 
bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛde  n. honourable person, 

worthy person 
— aadj. honourable, valuable 

bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛkɛ  n. worth, value 
bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛsari  aadj. worthless 
bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛsaride  n. worthless person 

bɛgɛ  [bɛg̀ɛ  ] n. longing 
bɛgɛ kɛ  vt. long for 

Bɛrɛ  [bɛ  rɛ]̀ sn. term of respect 
(especially among women). Etym: 
Dɛndi: béérè 

bɛrɛkɛtɛ  [bɛ  rɛ  kɛt̀ɛ]̀ adj. numerous 
bɛ ̃̀rɛkɛtɛ  [bɛr̀ɛk̀ɛt̀ɛ]̀ adv. confused 

bɛ ̃̀tɛ  [bɛt̀ɛ]̀ n. tree species 
bɛ ̃̀tɛkɔkɔ  [bɛt̀ɛk̀ɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. insect species 

bɛt́ɛbɛtɛ  [bɛ  tɛ  bɛ  tɛ  ] adv. soft 
bɛtɛkurɛ  [bɛt̀ɛk̀ùrɛ  ] n. swift (bird 

species) 
Bɛtilihamu  [bɛtilihámù] sn. Bethlehem 
Bɛñɛ  [bɛñɛ]̀ sn. Benin Republic, Benin 

city. Etym: English 
bɛñɛ1  [bɛ ̃ nɛ  ] adj. alive 
bɛñɛ2  [bɛ ̃ nɛ  ] n. horn 
bã̃̀nɛ  [bãǹɛ]̀ adj. bad 

bã̃̀nɛ bo  vt. criticize 
bi1  part. copula, emphasis particle 
bi2  vt. expose, dig, exalt (self) 

— vi. appear 
bi ...-a  vi. appear to 

bia  [bìá] n. waterhole 
bídi  [bídí] n. alarm, confusion. Etym: 

Dɛndi: bítí 
bídi kɛ  vt. alarmed (be), confused 

(be) 
bidibidi  [bìdìbídí] n. biting fly 
biitɛ  [biitɛ  ] vt. distribute 
bikũ  [bikŋ̣́ ̣́~bikŋ̣́̀] vt. bring down 

— vi. cross 
bikũki  [bikŋ̣́ ̣́ki] n. ford 

bikyao  [bíkyaó] n. water chevrotain 
Biliaminu  [biliamínù] sn. Benjamin 
binna  [bin ̣́á] n. bat (for beating floor) 
Bíɔ  [bíɔ~bíɔ ] n. name of third son 

Bíɔwe  [bíɔ we] sn. monkey 
bire  [bíre] aadj. this 

birekũ  [bírekù̃] sadj. this (that we 
know about) 

biri1  [birí] n. fish species 
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biri2  [bìrí] vt. shine (torch), stare 
(eye), turn inside out 

biri ...-a  vt. shine on (torch), expose 
(chest) 

biria ...-nɛ  vt. reveal to 
biribiri  vt. stare 

Bìribiri  [bìrìbìrì] sn. name of Muslim 
month. Etym: Dɛndi: bìnè bìnè 

Bìribirikuna  [bìrìbìrìkùnà] sn. name 
of Muslim month. Etym: Dɛndi: 
bìnè kùnà 

bìribiri1  [bìrìbìrì] n. swindle 
bìribiri kɛ  vt. swindle 
bìribiride  n. swindler 

bìribiri2  [bìrìbìrì] n. slippery ball 
— adv. giddy 

birigi  [bìrìgí] n. net for casting 
biriki  [bíríkì] n. breaks. Etym: English 

biriki kũ/gá  vt. break 
bisa  [bisá] n. ladle 
bìsa  [bìsà] n. rubbish, dirt 
Bisã  [bìsã ] sn. Busa (self name) 
bisãsiri  [bìsãs̀írí] n. human being 

bisãsirikɛ  n. humanity, humanness 
bísi  [bísí] n. tree species 
bíta  [bítá] adj. many 
bìtim  [bìtìṃ́̀ ] adv. crash 
biza  [bìzá] n. cloth 

biza tã  vt. weave cloth 
bizada  [bìzáda] n. sheet, large cloth 
bizakasa  [bìzákasa] n. rag, piece of 

cloth 
bizakuta  [bìzákuta] n. tent 
bizatãri  [bìzátãr̀ì] n. weaver 

bĩni1  [bi ̃ ní] n. wall. Etym: Dɛndi: bìrnì 

bĩni bo  vt. build wall 
bĩnibori  [bi ̃ níbòrì] n. wall builder 
bĩnide  aadj. walled 
bĩnikpɛ  [bi ̃ níkpɛ] adv. outskirts of 

town 
bĩnikpɛ kɛ  vt. go and relieve oneself 
bĩnikpɛkɛki  [bi ̃ níkpɛkɛki] n. latrine, 

toilet 
bĩnilɛ  [bi ̃ nílɛ  ] n. open gate in wall 
bĩniwɛɛ  [bi ̃ níwɛɛ̀]̀ n. breach in wall 
bĩnizɛ  [bi ̃ nízɛ  ] n. gate in wall 

bĩni2  [bi ̃ǹí] n. stinginess, selfishness 
bĩni kɛ  vt. stingy (be), selfish (be) 
bĩnide  n. selfish person 

Bĩɔ  [bi ̃ ɔ] sn. name of fourth daughter 
blá  n. 1) beans. 2) kidney 

blábu  n. bean field 
bládo  n. bean soup 

ble  vt. 1) eat. 2) win, gain, conquer. 
3) cheat 

bleki  n. livelihood 
blèri  [blèrì] n. eater, winner 

blè  n. goat 
blèda  n. female goat 
blèkofĩni  [blèkòfi ̃ nì] n. he-goat. Syn: 

kofĩni 
blèlɛkãsã  [blèlɛ  kã sã ] n. grass species 
blènɛ  [blènɛ  ] n. kid 
blèngbɔ ̃ [blèŋgbɔ̃]̀ n. tree species 

blɛ ́ n. termite 
blɛd́a  [blɛ  da] n. termite queen 
blɛḿitɛr̃a  [blɛ  mìtɛ ̃ ra] n. big termite 

bló1  adv. noise of fire/light going out 
bló2  adv. completely covered 
blò  adv. plop! 
blɔ̃̀  [blɔ]̀ n. frog 
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blɔ̃̀tɛñna  [blɔt̀ɛ ̃ n ̣́á] n. brown frog 
bo1  vt. 1) pick. 2) build 

bobo  vt. pick 
bo2  vi. go out 

— vt. take out. Etym: 
Boko/Bokobaru: bɔ 

bo ...-ã  vt. cheat unexpectedly 
bo ... kpɛ  vi. betray 
bo lɛt́ɛ  vi. fall over 
bo mana  vi. look good, acquitted 

(be) 
bo ...-nɛ  vt. lend 
bo ...-nɛ gupuraa  vt. reveal to 
bo ... sarɛ  vi. surprise 
bo su ...-a  vi. appear to 
bo yã kpɛ  vi. contradict 
bo yãn  vi. extricate oneself from 

affair 
— vt. acquit 

boado  [boado] n. loner 
bòasu  [bòàsù] n. sojourner 
bòasukɛ  [bòàsùkɛ] n. sojourn 
bobo  vt. take out, untangle, undo 

(shoes) 
— vi. expand 

bobɔ  [bobɔ]̀ n. building material 
bogɔrɔ  n. appearance 
boki  n. exit, way out 
bokɔã kũ ...-o  [bokɔã̀] vi. resemble 
bokũn  [bokŋ̣́ŋ̣́] vi. dislocate 
bokpɛru kɛ  [bokpɛ  rú] vt. present 

newborn baby 
bon'ã kɛ  [boŋ̣́ ̣́'ã] vt. surprise 

unexpectedly 
bonkpɛde  [boŋ̣́ ̣́kpɛde] n. traitor 
bonkpɛyã  [boŋ̣́ ̣́kpɛñá] n. betrayal 

bonsarɛ  [bon ̣́sàrɛ  ] aadj. surprising, 
wonderful 

bozirɛ  [bozirɛ  ] n. origin, genealogy, 
lineage 

bobo1  [bòbó] n. garden egg 
(vegetable) 

bobosɔs̃ɔtɔ  [bòbósɔ̃ sɔt̀ɔ]̀ n. 
vegetable species 

bobo2  [bòbo] vt. sieve 
bóka  [bóká] n. herbal medicine 

bóka kɛ  vt. herbal medicine (make) 
bókakɛri  [bókákɛr̀ì] n. herbalist, 

pharmacist 
bokiti  [bokítì] n. bucket. Etym: English 
Boko  [bòkó] sn. Boko 

Bokobaru  [bòkóbàrù] sn. Bokobaru 
bolu  [bolù] n. ball. Etym: English 

bolu lɛ ́ vt. play football 
bòro  [bòrò] n. falcon 

bòro pura  n. white falcon 
bòrotɛñna  [bòròtɛ ̃ n ̣́á] n. red falcon 

boru  [borù] vi. retreat 
boru kpɛ kpa  vi. retreat backwards. 

Syn: gá kpɛ kpa 
boru kpɛ ...-nɛ  vt. retreat from 
borukpɛde  [borùkpɛde] n. backslider 

bòto  [bòtò] n. cutlass. Syn: ada 
-bɔ  [bɔ]̀ part. instrument 
bɔ ́ n. what? 

bɔýãi  [bɔ ñáì] adv. why? 
bɔ̃̀  [bɔ]̀ n. sore, wound 

bɔ̃̀bũnu  [bɔb̀ṹnú] n. deep abscess 
bɔ̃̀gbɛ  [bɔg̀bɛ]̀ n. scar 
bɔ̃̀'i  [bɔ'̀í] n. pus 
bɔ̃̀nini  [bɔǹini] n. swollen gland 
bɔ̃̀tɛke  [bɔt̀ɛk̀ɛ]̀ n. scab 
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bɔkɔ  [bɔ kɔ]̀ n. goitre. Etym: Dɛndi: 
bɔ kɔ ̀

bɔ̃̀kɔ  [bɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. sack, pocket 
bɔ̃̀kɔlokona  [bɔk̀ɔl̀òkónà] n. 

shoulder bag 
bɔkɔrɛ  [bɔkɔrɛ  ] vt. put opening in 
bɔkɔtɛ (...-nɛ)  [bɔkɔtɛ  ] vt. settle 

matter, explain. Etym: bɔkɔt̃ɛ   
bɔkɔtɛna  [bɔkɔtɛ  nà] n. explanation 
bɔkɔtɛri  [bɔk̀ɔtɛ  rì] n. interpreter 

bɔkɔtɔ  [bɔk̀ɔt̀ɔ ] n. mud. Variant: 
bɔtɔka 

bɔkɔtɔ yá  vt. tread mud 
bɔtɔtɔ pápa  vt. cover with mud 

bɔrɛ1  [bɔ rɛ]̀ adv. when? 
bɔrɛ2  [bɔr̀ɛ  ] n. hippopotamus. Syn: 

ũma 
bɔ̃̀rɔ  [bɔr̀ɔ]̀ aadj. young 
bɔrɔgɔ  [bɔr̀ɔg̀ɔ] n. blanket 
bɔŕɔgɔ  [bɔ rɔ gɔ ] n. marrow (bone). 

Etym: Dɛndi: bòrgá 
bɔtɛ (...-a)  [bɔtɛ  ] vt. pour out, remove 

from 
— vi. leak, flow (from) 

bɔtɔ  [bɔtɔ]̀ n. filth 
bɔtɔ bo  vt. disdain 
bɔtɔde  n. filthy person 

bɔ̃̀tɔ  [bɔt̀ɔ]̀ n. bud 
bɔ̃̀tɔ pá  vt. bud, sprout 

bɔtɔka  [bɔt̀ɔk̀á] n. mud. Variant: 
bɔkɔtɔ 

bɔzɔ  [bɔz̀ɔ ] n. sweat-bee 
bɔ̃̃̀rɛ ̃ [bɔ̃r̀ã]̀ n. monitor lizard 
bú  n. field, cultivation 

bú ba  vt. cultivate 

bú kpátɛ  vt. ridges (make), mound 
bú wí  vt. plough 
búbari  [búbàrì] n. cultivator, farmer 
búde  n. owner of field, farmer 
búgba  [búgbá] n. furrow 
búgbɛ  [búgbɛ]̀ n. large area of 

cultivation 
búgbɛ zĩ  n. previously cultivated 

area 
búsa  [búsà] n. second year field. 

Variant: kpókoro 
búsa kɛkɛ  vt. clear old farm 

bubã  [bùbã] n. lark 
bùdum  [bùdùṃ́̀ ] adv. splash 
bùga  [bùgà] n. reedbuck antelope. 

Etym: Dɛndi: bùkkà 
búgu  [búgú] adj. dark blue/green. 

Etym: Dɛndi: bóógú 
búgubugu  [búgúbúgú] adv. 

exhausted, defeated, discouraged 
búgubugukɛ  n. exhaustion, 

weariness 
bùgubugu  [bùgùbùgù] adv. obscure, 

dark 
buhu  [bùhú] n. sack 
búi  [búí] adv. tiny 
bùi  [bùì] adv. suddenly 
bukambo  [búkàmbó] n. egret 
buki  [búkì] n. cigarette 
búkutu  [búkútú] adj. circular, round 

bùkutu  [bùkùtù] adj. large and 
round 

búkutunle  padj. spherical 
bulu  [búlù] n. laundry blue. Etym: 

English 
bulu ká  vt. add laundry blue 
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bunduru  [bunduru] adj. round 
bunduruku  adv. round and big 
bundurunna  aadj. round and small 

bunsirɛ  [búnsìrɛ]̀ n. wet season 
bunsirɛkɔkɔ  [búnsìrɛk̀ɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. bright 

red spider 
búnu  [búnú] adv. whole, undressed. 

Etym: Dɛndi: bùmbú 
bupla  [bùpla] num. forty 

bupla akuri  num. fifty 
bupla asɔɔro  num. forty five 
buplabupla  [bùplabùpla] adv. by 

forties 
buplade  aadj. fortieth 

bura  [búra] n. farm 
— adv. at the farm 

burade  n. farmer 
buranɛgbɛ ̃ [búranɛ  gbɛ]̃ n. insect 

species 
burapɔ  [búrapɔ ] n. farm produce 
buratɛl̃e  [búratãl̀ɛ]̀ n. thornbush 
buravu  [búravù] n. yam mound 
burazĩ  [búrazĩ] n. farm-work 

bùra  [bùrà] n. camp 
bùra kátɛ  vt. pitch camp (large) 
bùra kũ  vt. pitch camp (single) 
bùra sɛt́ɛ  vt. break camp 
bùrade  n. camper 
bùrakatɛki [bùràkátɛ  ki] n. campsite 
bùralango  [bùràláŋgó] n. farming 

community 
burarɛ  [bùràrɛ  ] n. shea-butter 

extraction place, oil-press 
buri  [bùri] n. kind, sort, species, race 

buriboki  [bùriboki] n. genealogy, 
ancestry 

burikɛ  n. race 
burinɔ  n. nations, tribes 
buriyã  n. language 

burodi  [búródì] n. bread. Etym: 
English 

burodikɛri  [búródìkɛr̀ì] n. baker 
bùru  [bùrù] n. crumb, tuft 
bùruburu  [bùrùbùrù] adv. unclear 
burugu  n. seaweed, waterweed 
buruka  [búrúkà] n. stirrer 
bùrum  [bùrùṃ́̀ ] adv. suddenly 
bùruma  [bùrùmà] n. rope bag 
Busa  [bùsá] sn. New-Bussa 
busa  [busá] vi. diminish, weaken 

— vt. lower 
busã  n. straw for clay 
busɛ  [búsɛ]̀ adj. gentle, soft, meek, 

weak 
busɛbusɛ  [búsɛb̀úsɛ]̀ adv. gently, 

softly, slowly 
busɛkɛ  n. weakness, softness 

(quality) 
busɛkɛna  [búsɛk̀ɛnà] n. weakness 

(action), timidity 
busɛnle  padj. rather soft 

búsu  [búsú] adj. raw, uncooked, fresh, 
not ripe 

bùsu  [bùsù] n. soil, region, country 
bùsu dɛ  vt. ruin a country 
bùsu'atɛ ̃ [bùsù'átɛ ̃ ] n. sand 
bùsude  n. owner of region 
bùsudenɔ  [bùsùdenɔ] n. inhabitants 

of region 
bùsudɛri  [bùsùdɛr̀ì] n. ruiner of 

country/economy, traitor 
bùsugbɛs̃arikɛ  [bùsùgbɛ ̃ sàríkɛ] n. 
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lack of population bùsukɔñɔ  [bùsùkɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ n. clod 
bùsunɛ  [bùsùnɛ  ] n. tree species. 

Syn: wàwà 
bùsu'ɔgɔ  [bùsù'ɔg̀ɔ ] n. income ta]  
bùsupɔ  [bùsùpɔ ] n. produce of land 
bùsutiti  [bùsùtítí] n. dust 
bùsuyãgɔg̃ɔr̃i  [bùsùñágɔ̃g̀ɔ̃r̀ì] n. 

government minister 
bùsubusu  [bùsùbùsù] n. tassel 
busuka  [bùsùká] n. 1) bran. 

2) measles, chickenpox 
bùsukagyã  [bùsùkágyã] n. measles, 

chickenpox 
buta  [búÆtà] n. kettle. Etym: Dɛndi: 

bùútà 
butɛ  [butɛ  ] vi. sprout, germinate 

butɛazĩda  [butɛ  azi ̃d̀a] n. self-sown 
bùtuku  [bùtùkù] adj. big and round 

bùtukunle  padj. roundish 
bùturuku  [bùtùrùkù] adj. plump 
buu1  [bùú] n. cotton 

buu tã  vt. spin cotton 
buuba  [bùúbà] n. thread 
buubã  [bùúbã] n. lark. Makes noise 

like it is spinning cotton 
buubɛ  [bùúbɛ] n. cotton capsule 
buuka  [bùúkà] n. distaff 
buukapa  [bùúkàpà] n. spindle 
buuwɛbobori  [bùúwɛ  bòbòrì] n. 

cotton carder 
buu2  [bùú] n. excavation from hole 
buukwa  [bùùkwa] n. locust species 
bùzubuzu  [bùzùbùzù] adv. hairy 
bũnu1  [bṹnú] adj. virgin 
bũnu2  [bù̃nú] adj. whole 
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D  -  d 
 
da1  sn. mother, aunt 

— adj. 1) female. 2) large. 
3) capital 

da kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. lend capital 
dadokɔñɔde  n. having same mother 
dai sn. grandmother 
daikore  [daikóré] sn. grandchild 
da'ina  [da'inà] n. birthing mother 
dasɛ ̃ [dasɛ ̃ ] sn. paternal aunt 

da2  vi. placed, be on, extend 
— vt. put, command, assign, 
consider 

da bizan  vt. break virginity 
da ... gu  vt. put in (blessing) 
da kpɛ  vi. mount (animal) 
da ...-la  vi. prevail over, overwhelm 
— vt. cover over, put over 

da ...-lɛ  vi. 1) help, aid. 2) meet 
da ...-nɛ  vt. teach, instruct 
da nɔi  vt. live with a woman 
da takadan  vt. note of (make) 
da yãn  vt. implicate 
da yãkpatɛn  vt. take to court 
da zɛá  vt. direct, correct 
da zɛń  vi. begin journey 
dadokɔñɔde  [dadokɔñɔde] aadj. 

having same mother 
dagula  vi. spread abroad 
dai vt. elongate 
da'itɛ  [da'ítɛ  ] n. baptism 
da'itɛ kɛ  vt. baptised (be) 
da'itɛkɛri  [da'ítɛ  kɛr̀ì] n. baptiser 
dakarɛ ...-o  [dakarɛ  ] vi. come 

together, meet 
— vt. put together 

dakarɛki  [dakarɛ  ki] n. meeting 
place 

dakarɛ kũ mìnnao  vt. give success 
— vi. meet with success 

daki  n. stance 
dakpɛn kɛ  [dakpɛ  ŋ̣́] vt. imprison 
danlɛ  [dan ̣́lɛ  ] n. aid, help 
danlɛ kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. aid, help 
dannɛri  [dàn ̣́ɛ  rì] n. instructor, 

teacher 
dà  [dà] n. character (usually bad), 

crime 
dà ĩni  n. malice 
dà kɛ  vt. commit a crime 
dà sɛ ́ vt. resemble 
dà sɛt́ɛ  vt. take character of 
dàde  n. bad type 
dàdokɔñɔdenɔ  [dàdokɔñɔdenɔ] n. 

people of the same character 
dà'ĩnide  [dài ̃ níde] n. malicious 

person 
dàkɛri  [dàkɛr̀ì] n. criminal 
dàvãnide  [dàvãǹide] n. bad 

character 
dàvãniyã  [dàvãǹiñá] n. immoral 

matter 
dáama  [dáámá] n. good condition, 

health, chance 
dáamade  n. better one 

Dàatɔ  [dààtɔ]̀ sn. name of fifth 
daughter 
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dabo  [dábò] n. marvel, miracle 
dabodabo  [dábòdábò] n. miracle 
dabo(dabo) kɛ  vt. work a miracle 
dabokɛri  [dábòkɛr̀ì] n. miracle 

worker, magician 
daboyã  n. miracle 

daburu  [dàbúrù] n. hook 
daburu zu ...-nɛ  vt. cast hook for 

dada  [dàda] vi. learn 
— vt. imitate 

dada ...-nɛ  vt. teach 
dàdari  [dàdàrì] n. imitator, learner 

dadangura  [dàdàŋgurà] adv. middle 
dadangura kɛ  vt. put in middle, 

surround 
dàga  [dàgà] n. large pot 
dagura  [dàgurà] pp. between 

dagura kɛ  vt. trap, cramp 
dake  [dáke] pr. certain person (known) 

— sadj. fellow 
dakenɔ  [dákenɔ]̀ pr. certain people 

(known) 
dàko  [dàkò] n. 1) thicket, jungle. 

2) tree species 
dàkobã  [dàkòbã] n. gonolek (bird) 

dakũna  [dakṹná] sn. younger sibling 
dala  [dalà] cn. five francs 
Damasuku  [damasukù] sn. Damascus 
damu  [dàmú] n. worry 

damu kɛ (...-o)  vt. worry (about) 
... damu kɛ  vt. worry someone 

danɛ  [danɛ  ] n. family, relative 
danɛdanɛ  adv. by family 

dàngodango  [dàŋgòdàŋgò] adv. 
staggering 

dankanuma  [dàŋkánuma] n. 1) rectal 
prolapse. 2) gingivitis 

dansiki  [dànsíkí] n. tunic 
daruma  [dárúmà] n. lead (metal) 
dasanda  [dásàndá] n. policeman 
dasi  [dàsí] adj. many 

— adv. many, much 
dasi ... vutɛ ... wɛá  vi. shy before 

crowd (be) 
dasidasi  [dàsídàsí] adv. very many 
daside  adj. most, majority 
dasikɛ  n. large number, multitude 

dàsɔrɔ da ...-i  [dàsɔr̀ɔ]̀ vt. stalk 
datɛ  [datɛ  ] vt. level, flatten 
dato  [dàto] vt. tame, raise animal 
Dauda  [dáúdà] sn. David. Etym: 

Arabic 
daudu  [dáúdù] n. first born son 

Daudu  [dáúdù] sn. name of first 
born son. Syn: Woru 

daudukɛzɛ  [dáúdùkɛzɛ  ] n. birthright 
dã1  [dã ] vt. wait for, herd, guard 

dãdã  [dã dã ] vt. lie in wait for, delay, 
pasture 

dãdã ...-i  vt. forbid, delay 
dãdãki  [dã dã ki] n. pasture 
dã̃̀ri  [dãr̀ì] n. herder, guard (road, 

gate) 
dã2  vt. dip, take some 
dã3  [dã ] n. 1) moss, lichen, algae. 

2) veil of fat on animals' organs 
dãa  [dãa] n. tree species 
dã̃̀a kpá  [dãà̀] vt. rust 
dãadãa  [dãàdãà] adv. dimly 
dã̃̀dã  [dãd̀ã]̀ n. swamp 
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dã̃̀dãbã  [dãd̀ãb̀ã] n. jacana (bird) 
dãdãdãdã  adv. unconscious, in stupor 
dãgɔ ̃ [dã gɔ]̃ sn. brother of girl 
dãkpã  [dã kpã ] vt. guard 

dãkpãki  [dã kpã ki] n. guard-post 
dãkpãri  [dãk̀pã rì] n. guard 

dãmbara kpá  [dãm̀bàrá] vt. sexual 
relations (have). Syn: pãpã kɛ 

dãmbarakpari  [dãm̀bàrákpàrì] n. 
fornicator 

dã̃̀mboro  [dãm̀bòrò] n. spider 
dã̃̀mboro kãde  n. large hairy 

trapdoor spider 
dã̃̀mboro bà  n. spider's thread 
dã̃̀mboro sà  n. spider web 
dã̃̀mboro kpɛ ́ n. spider cacoon 

dãnda kɛ  [dãǹdá] vt. give child ride 
on back 

dãndãn  [dã ŋ̣́ ̣́dã ŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. persistently 
dã̃̀ngu kása  [dãŋ̀gù] vt. one's own will 

(do) 
dãre  [dã re] sn. sister of boy 
-de  part. owner, proprietor 

-denɔ  part. inhabitants 
de1  sn. father, uncle 

dedokɔñɔde  [dedokɔñɔde] n. sibling 
of the same father 

de'ina  [de'inà] n. real father 
de2  c. 1) so that. 2) contrary to fact 

marker 
de3  vi. be. Stative verb 

de ...-la  vi. surpass 
de lán ... bà  vi. be like 
de ... pɔ ́ũ  vi. belong to 
de ... ũ vi. be something 
dekala kɛ  vt. compete, sit exam. 

Etym: dekɔl̃a 
denla  [den ̣́la] n. superiority 
denla mɔ ́...-nɛ  vt. express 

superiority 
denla wɛtɛ  vt. seek superiority 
denlana  [den ̣́lanà] n. rivalry 

dé  part. rhetorical question marker, 
particle expressing surprise 

dedebaru  [dédébàrù] n. calculation 
dedebaru kɛ  vt. count, calculate 

dege  [dègé] vi. ripple 
— vt. ripple (make) 

degedege  [dègédègé] vi. ripple 
dègedege  [dègèdègè] adv. wobbling. 

Ex. bridge, table, roof, jelly 
dekara  [dèkara] n. drought 
dekũ  [dèkŋ̣́] n. recently weaned child 

dekũ kɛ  vt. 1) resume sex during 
weaning. 2) have sex in same room 
as adults 

dékũ  [dékŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. nod of head 
dékũdekũ  adv. nodding of head, 

strong assent 
dèkũngba  [dèkŋ̣́̀gbà] n. civet cat 
dera  [derá] adv. how?, what? 
dèredere  [dèrèdèrè] adv. murky, 

unclear 
desu  [desù] n. bush species 
dɛ  vt. kill, bother 

— vt. kill, bother, convulse 
dɛdɛ  vt. convulse 
dɛ ̃̀ri  [dɛr̀ì] n. killer 

dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛ  [dɛm̀bɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. wing 
dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛde  aadj. winged 
dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛkã  [dɛm̀bɛr̀ɛk̀ã ] n. wing 

feather 
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dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛporoki  [dɛm̀bɛr̀ɛp̀òróki] n. 
room, space 

Dɛndi  [dɛǹdí] sn. Dendi. Variant: Mare 
dã̃̀ɛdɛɛ̃  [dãɛ̀d̀ãɛ̀]̀ adv. obscure 
di  vt. put 

di ...-a  vi. ride on, demonise 
di ...-la  vi. excessive (be), abound 
di ...-nɛ  vt. load 
di kpɛ/musu  vi. mount 
di tɛ ́ vt. put on fire 
di ...-i  vi. abundant (be) 
dibɔ  [dibɔ]̀ n. stand 
di(di)kɔã  [di(di)kɔã̀] vt. stack 
diki  n. perch 
dikpɛ  n. festival, celebration 
dikpɛ kɛ  vt. celebrate 
dikpɛgɔrɔ  n. holiday 
dikpɛkɛri  [dikpɛkɛr̀ì] n. reveller 
dìri  [dìrì] n. rider 

dí1  pr. who? 
díndɔm̃ɛnɛ  [díṇ́̀dɔm̃ɛnɛ] n. regret 

dí2  part. unaccomplished aspect 
marker 

-di  [dí] part. unaccomplished aspect 
pronoun affix 

dí3  aadj. this 
díkĩna  [díki ̃ǹá] sadj. this here 
díkũ  [díkù̃] sadj. this (known) 
díkɔñɔ  [díkɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ sadj. these (known) 

dì  part. 1) Habitual aspect marker. 2)  
— part. never (Habitual Negative) 

-dì  part. Habitual aspect pronoun 
affix 

diamɔ  [diamɔ]̀ n. diamond. Etym: 
Engish 

dibi lɛ ́ [dibí] vt. disappear 

dibidibi  [dìbìdíbí] n. fraud, swindle 
dibidibi kɛ  vt. swindle 
dibidibikɛri  [dìbìdíbíkɛr̀ì] n. 

swindler 
didi (...-a)  [dìdi] vi. climb (on) 

didiki  [dìdiki] n. step 
diga  [dígà] n. pick, digger. Etym: 

English 
digãdigã  [digã digã ] adv. lanky 
dígi  [dígí] n. glass, mirror. Etym: Dɛndi: 

dígí 
dikiri  [dikìrì] n. master, boss, lord 

Dikiri  sn. Lord 
dikirikɛ  [dikìrìkɛ] n. lordship 

dìm  [dìṃ́̀ ] adv. totally blind 
díndin  [dín ̣́dín ̣́] adv. completely 
dira (...-nɛ)  vt. top up (for) 
dire  aadj. that 

direkũ  [direkŋ̣́̀] sadj. that (known) 
direkɔñɔ  [direkɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ sadj. those 

(known) 
dirɔm  [dìrɔ ṃ́̀ ] n. drum. Etym: English 
disa  [disá] vt. boil, put on fire 

disana  [disánà] aadj. boiled, cooked 
disɛ ̃ [disɛ ̃ ] sn. uncle. Etym: desɛ ̃  
ditɛ  [ditɛ  ] vt. put down, appoint, decide 

ditɛki  [ditɛ  ki] n. appointed place 
dizi  sn. grandfather. Etym: dezi 

dizinɔ  [dizinɔ]̀ sn. ancestors 
di ̃̃̀ni  [di ̃ǹì] n. gums 
do  num. one 

dodo  adv. one by one 
doke  num. one of many (Partitive) 
dokɛ  n. aloneness 
donadona  [donàdonà] adv. apart, 
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different 
— padj. different 

donsari  [donsàrí] num. less one 
(Cardinal) 

donsaride  num. less one (Ordinal) 
dò  [dò] n. soup 

dò kuku  vt. cook soup 
dòla  [dòlá] n. soup spice 
dòlali  [dòlálí] n. stalk from soup 

leaves 
dòli  [dòlí] n. ladle 
dò'oro  [dò'óro] n. soup pot 
dòsira  [dòsíra] n. spice species 
dòwisi  [dòwísí] n. spice species 

do ...-i  vi. follow, worship 
dodo ...-i  vi. pass through 
donyĩ  [doñ ̣́í] n. worship 
donyĩ kɛ  vt. worship 
donyĩkɛbɔ  [doñ ̣́íkɛbɔ]̀ n. article of 

worship 
donyĩkɛki  [doñ ̣́íkɛki] n. place of 

worship 
donyĩri  [doñ ̣́írì] n. worshipper 
donyĩrisari  n. non-religious person 
donyĩyã  n. religious matter, ritual 
donyĩyã kɛ  vt. religious duty (do) 
donyĩzɛ  [doñ ̣́ízɛ  ] n. religion 

do ...-nɛ arɛ  vi. lead, go before 
don'arɛde  [doŋ̣́ ̣́'arɛ  de] n. leader 
don'arɛdekɛ  n. leadership, 

government 
don'arɛdesarikɛ  n. lack of leadership 

dodokwãi  [dòdòkwã ì] n. large white 
fish 

dodombiri  [dodombírì] n. whydah 
(bird) 

dodondai  [dodondáì] n. mason wasp 
dogari  [dògárì] n. bodyguard. Etym: 

Dɛndi: dòògárì 
Dogongari  [dógóŋgàrí] sn. Dogongari. 

Busa town. Etym: Hausa 
doka  [dòká] n. law. Etym: Hausa 

doka da  vt. abide by the law, observe 
the law 

doka kũna  vt. keep the law, obey the 
law 

dokadannɛri  [dòkádàn ̣́ɛ  rì] n. 
teacher of the law 

dokadari  [dòkádàrì] n. law-abider 
dokadarisari  n. lawless person 
dokaditɛri  [dòkádìtɛ  rì] n. lawgiver, 

lawmaker 
dokadɔr̃i  [dòkádɔ̃r̀ì] n. lawyer 
dokayã  n. law, rule, regulation 
dokayã da/kɛ  vt. observe the law 
dokayã ma  vt. obey the law 

Doko  [dokó] sn. Doko. Kambari village 
dokɔñɔ  [dokɔ̃ nɔ ] adj. same 
domina  [dòmínà] n. date 

domina lí  n. date palm 
donkã  [doŋkã ] n. tuburculosis 

donkã o  vt. cough productively 
dɔ1  adv. again, in addition 

doro  adv. no longer, no more. Etym: 
dɔ+ro 

dɔ2  vi. 1) emit, sound. 2) settle out 
(water) 

dɔ ...-a  vt. attach, build, tie up 
dɔ ...-gu/-n  vi. remember 
dɔ ...-nɛ  vi. pass 
dɔdɔ  vi. attached (be), cover 
— vt. tie up many 
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dɔdɔkɔã  [dɔdɔkɔã̀] vi. facing each 
other 

dɔki  n. dock, tether 
dɔkɔã  [dɔkɔã̀] vt. provoke, bring 

together 
dɔkɔĩ  [dɔkɔĩ̀] vi. agree, cooperate 
dɔkɔr̃ɛ  [dɔkɔr̃ɛ  ] vt. tie up 
dɔngu  [dɔŋ̣́ ̣́gu] n. remembrance, 

memorial 
dɔngupɔ  [dɔŋ̣́ ̣́gupɔ ] n. monument, 

souvenir 
dɔnla  [dɔn ̣́la] n. baby sash 
dɔn'ɔru  [dɔŋ̣̀́ ̣́'ɔrù] n. sore in armpit 

dɔdɔ  [dɔd̀ɔ] vt. 1) count. 2) put in 
single file. 3) site (rifle) 

dɔkɛ  [dɔkɛ] n. over-familiarity, 
disrespect 

dɔkɛ ...-o  vt. show disrespect to, 
over-familiar with (be), blaspheme 

dɔkɔ  [dɔk̀ɔ ] vt. rub on, apply 
dɔkɔna  [dɔk̀ɔ nà] aadj. emollient, for 

rubbing on 
dɔ̃̀lɔlɔ  [dɔl̀ɔl̀ɔ]̀ adv. downcast, lifeless, 

dull 
dɔńɛ  [dɔ nɛ  ] n. familiarity, habit, 

custom 
dɔńɛ kɛ ...-o  vt. familiarise with, 

accustomed to (be) 
dɔrɛ  [dɔr̀ɛ] aadj. attached (hair) 
Dɔ̃̀rɔ  [dɔr̀ɔ]̀ sn. Doro. Kambari town 
dɔ̃̀rɔ  [dɔr̀ɔ]̀ n. line, row 

— cn. row 
dɔ̃̀rɔ kɛ  vt. straightforward (be) 
dɔ̃̀rɔ sɛ ́ vt. follow direction of 
dɔ̃̀rɔde  n. normal person, 

straightforward person 

dɔ̃̀rɔdɔrɔ  adv. in lines 
dɔ̃̀rɔsari  aadj. abnormal 
dɔ̃̀rɔsaride  n. wayward person 

dɔ1̃  [dɔ]̃ vt. 1) know. Stative verb. 
2) recognise, realise. Active verb 

dɔ ̃...-nɛ  vt. ascribe, attribute 
dɔk̃ɔñɛ  vt. differentiate 
dɔña  n. knowledge 
dɔñasari  adj. ignorant 
dɔñasarikɛ  n. ignorance 
dɔ̃̃̀ri  [dɔ̃r̀ì] n. knowledgeable person 
dɔ̃̃̀risaride  n. uninformed person 

dɔ2̃  n. francolin (bird) 
dɔt̃ɛñna  [dɔt̃ɛ ̃ n ̣́á] n. francolin species 

dɔ̃̃̀  [dɔ̃]̀ n. granary, barn 
dɔ̃̃̀sɛ ̃ [dɔ̃s̀ã]̀ n. grass that grows on 

granary 
dɔñɔ  [dɔ̃ nɔ ] n. mushroom 

dɔñɔpana  [dɔ̃ nɔ pánà] n. large 
mushroom 

dɔñɔpura  [dɔ̃ nɔ púra] n. white 
mushroom species 

dɔñɔtɛr̃a  [dɔ̃ nɔ tɛ ̃ ra] n. red 
mushroom species 

dɔñɔyara  [dɔ̃ nɔ yàrà] n. inedible 
mushroom 

dúbu  [dúbú] num. thousand 
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dufu  [dufú] adj. new 
— adv. recently 

dùgu  [dùgù] n. incense 
dùgu kɛ  vt. inhale herbal incense 
dùgu ká  inhale incense in group 

dúgu zɔ ̃ [dúgú] vt. crush 
dúgudugu  [dúgúdúgú] adv. crushed, 

destroyed, devastated 

dúgudugu zɔ ̃ vt. break up 
durunna  [dùrún ̣́á] n. sin 

durunna kɛ  vt. sin 
durunna kɛ ̃...-a  vt. forgive sin 
durunnade  n. sinful person 
durunnadekɛ  n. sinfulness 
durunnakɛri  [dùrún ̣́ákɛr̀ì] n. sinner 
durunnasaride  n. sinless person 

E  -  e 
 
e  ['e] vt. see 

e ...-a  vt. see on, find on 
ebayao  ['ebáyàó] n. bridegroom. Syn: 

nɔsɛri. Etym: Hausa 
ebe  ['èbé] n. weed species 
Eberu  ['eberù] sn. Hebrew. Etym: 

English 
èda  ['èdà] n. veranda 
-ee  part. mood marker expressing 

warning. Variant: yee after nasal 
ee  ['ée] exc. yes 
é'e  ['é'é] exc. eh!  
ére  ['éré] n. anvil 

ére páde  n. sledge hammer 

ère kɛ  ['èrè] vt. flaunt, show off. 
Involves head movement 

ése  ['ésé] n. guinea corn, sorghum 
ése gbɛ ̃ vt. thresh guinea-corn 
ése kɛ ̃ vt. harvest guinea-corn 
ésebu  ['ésébú] n. guinea-corn field 
ésegbɛk̃i  ['éségbɛk̃i] n. place for 

threshing sorghum 
ésekɛg̃ɔrɔ  ['ésékɛ ̃ gɔrɔ] n. guinea-

corn harvest 
ésemisira  ['ésémìsíra] n. sorghum 

chaff 
Etiopia  ['etiópià] sn. Ethiopia. Etym: 

English 

Ɛ -  ɛ 
 
ɛ ́ ['ɛ  ] vi. break 

— vt. break 
ɛ'́ɛ  ['ɛ  'ɛ  ] vi. break up 
— vt. break up 

ɛfɔ  ['ɛf̀ɔ ] n. spinach. Etym: Areal 
ɛḱɛ  ['ɛ  kɛ  ] n. lie, falsehood 

... ɛḱɛ bo  vt. disprove, prove false 

ɛḱɛ di ...-a  vt. slander 
ɛḱɛ sira  n. blatant lie 
ɛḱɛ to  vt. tell lie 
ɛḱɛde  n. deceitful person 
ɛḱɛkɛ  n. falsehood 
ɛḱɛtori  ['ɛ  kɛ  tòrì] n. liar 
ɛḱɛyã  n. perjury 
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ɛḱɛyãdannɛri  ['ɛ  kɛ  ñádàn ̣́ɛ  rì] n. false 
teacher 

ɛĺiko  ['ɛ  líkó] n. ostrich. Syn: sɔb̃ã 
ɛra  ['ɛ  ra] vi. turn 

— vt. return 
ɛra ...-a  vt. repay to 
— vi. recoil on 

ɛra ... dɔi  vi. review, revise 
ɛra ...-nɛ  vt. return to 

ɛrɛ  ['ɛ  rɛ]̀ n. lame person, cripple 
ɛtɛ1  ['ɛtɛ] adj. low 

ɛtɛkɛ  ['ɛtɛkɛ] adj. very low, too low 
ɛtɛnle  padj. rather low 
ɛtɛnna  aadj. low and small 

ɛtɛ2  ['ɛt̀ɛ  ] n. market 

ɛtɛ ble  vt. negotiate, shop 
ɛtɛbleri  ['ɛt̀ɛ  blèrì] n. shopper 
ɛtɛkuta  ['ɛt̀ɛ  kùtá] n. market stall 
ɛtɛ'ɔgɔ  ['ɛt̀ɛ  'ɔg̀ɔ ] n. market tax 

ɛzɛ  ['ɛz̀ɛ  ] n. 1) medicine. 2) black 
magic 

ɛzɛ kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. treat, charm 
ɛzɛ di  vt. put medicine somewhere 

(ex. farm) 
ɛzɛ yɔrɔ  vt. counteract, neutralise 
ɛzɛba  ['ɛz̀ɛ  bà] n. amulet, talisman 
ɛzɛde  n. healer, sorcerer 
ɛzɛdekɛ  ['ɛz̀ɛ  dekɛ] n. sorcery, 

magical power 
ɛzɛkɛri  ['ɛz̀ɛ  kɛr̀ì] n. healer 

Ɛ̃  -  ɛ ̃
 
ɛ ̃ ['ɛ]̃ n. clay for building 

ɛ ̃bo  vt. build wall 
ɛ ̃datɛ/kpátɛ/pɛt́ɛ  vt. lay foundation 
ɛb̃ori  ['ɛb̃òrì] n. mason 
ɛp̃ɛtɛgbe  ['ɛp̃ɛ  tɛ  gbɛ]̀ n. foundation 

stone 
ɛt̃i  ['ɛt̃í] n. earth for building 

ɛ ̃...-nɛ  vi. avoid, dodge 
ɛh̃ɛ ̃ ['ãh̀ɛ ̃ ] exc. aha! 
ɛñɛ  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  ] n. mouse, rat, rodent 

ɛñɛbasuda  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  básúda] n. porcupine 
ɛñɛbɛtɛ  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  bɛtɛ] n. small red 

mouse 
ɛñɛbɔkɔ  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  bɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. slender gerbril 
ɛñɛbue  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  bue] n. rat species 

ɛñɛda  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  da] n. cane rat, cutting 
grass 

ɛñɛgbãnado  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  gbãǹàdo] n. rat 
species 

ɛñɛkasa  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  kàsà] n. rufous rat 
ɛñɛkpɛru  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  kpɛ  rù] n. house rat 
ɛñɛkwaakwaa  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  kwáàkwáà] n. 

red and white rat with short tail 
ɛñɛkwiikwii  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  kwìíkwìí] n. 

hyrax, guinea pig 
ɛñɛlato  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  láto] n. pygmy mouse 
ɛñɛsãade  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  sã àde] n. spotted 

mouse 
ɛñɛsuga  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  súgá] n. shrew 
ɛñɛtãngba  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  tãŋgbá] n. 

multimammate rat 
ɛñɛwasi  ['ɛ ̃ nɛ  wàsí] n. Kemp's gerbril 
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F  -  f 
 
fá  [fá] adv. really. Etym: Dɛndi: fa 
fà  [fà] n. Goliath heron 
fàa  [fàà] adv. easily, quickly. Etym: 

Dɛndi: faala 
faaba  [fààbá] n. help. Etym: Dɛndi: 

fààbá 
faaba kɛ  vt. help, rescue 
faaba lɛ ́zu  vt. cry for help 
faabakɛri  [fààbákɛr̀ì] n. helper, 

rescuer 
fàai  [fàaì] n. conversation, chat. Etym: 

Dɛndi: faaji 
fàai bo  vt. talk, chat 
fàaiboki [fààìboki] n. chatting place, 

lounge 
faka  [fàká] n. castanet, shaker 

faka pá  vt. shake castanet 
fakam pá  [fàkáṃ́ ] vt. churn 
fáku  [fákú] n. small bush species. 

Etym: Dɛndi: fàkú 
fákuda  [fákúda] n. small bush 

species 
fakutu  adv. small and light 

fakuu  adv. big and light 
Fakũ  [fakŋ̣́] sn. Faku. Busa village 
falia  [fàlíà] n. fish species 
fárandi  [fárándí] n. suburb, quarter 

fárandidenɔ  n. neighbours 
Faransi  [fàránsì] sn. France, French 

speaking country. Etym: English 
faransi  aadj. French 

faranti  [fàrántì] n. plate, flat dish. 

Etym: Dɛndi: pɛl̀ɛǹtí 
fata  [fáta] n. fish species 
fáta  [fátá] n. veil 
fàuu  [fàùù] adj. colourless, faded 

fàuunle  padj. light in colour 
faya  [fáyà] n. common-sense. Etym: 

Dɛndi: faham 
fayade  n. sensible person 
fayasari  aadj. foolish 
fayasaride  n. fool, idiot 
fayasarikɛna  [fáyàsàríkɛnà] n. 

stupidity, foolishness 
fã  [fã ] vt. 1) winnow by pouring. 

2) broadcast 
fãfã  [fã fã ] vt. winnow by tossing 
fãkɔã  [fã kɔã̀] vt. disperse 
— vi. disperse 

fã̃̀a  [fãà̀] adj. few 
fãani  [fãà̀nì] n. curd. Etym: Dɛndi: fàànì 
fãkɛ  [fã kɛ~fã kɛ]̀ vt. sprinkle 
fãna  [fãnà] n. tree species 
fãnantɛ ̃ [fã nantɛ ̃ ] adv. daytime, middle 

of day 
fãnantɛ ̃ble  vt. pass time of day 
fãnantɛãla  [fã nantɛ ̃ àla] adv. this 

midday 
fãtɛ  [fã tɛ  ] vt. put out to dry 
fè  n. sand fly 
fèe pɛ ́(...-i)  vt. whistle (to) 
fere  n. 1) reed. 2) distaff 

fere'imibɔ  [fere'ímibɔ]̀ n. drinking 
straw 
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ferere  adv. small hole 
fɛ ̃̀ɛ  [fɛɛ̀]̀ adv. with a sigh 

fɛ ̃̀ɛ sí  [fɛɛ̀]̀ vt. deflate 
fɛ ̃̀ɛkuu  [fɛɛ̀k̀ùù] adv. deflation (tyre, 

cushion) 
fɛɛɛ  aadj. quiet (breeze) 
fɛ ̃̀kutu  [fɛk̀ùtù] adv. deflation (ball) 
fɛ ̃̀rɛ  [fɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. castrated man or animal 

fɛ ̃̀rɛ kɛ  vt. castrate 
fɛŕɛfɛrɛ  [fɛ  rɛ  tɛ  rɛ  ] adv. thin (paper, 

bread), finely split (firewood) 
fɛ ̃̀rɛfɛrɛ  [fɛr̀ɛf̀ɛr̀ɛ]̀ adv. blistered 
fɛ ̃ [fɛ ̃ ] vt. squeeze, provoke 

— vi. annoyed, fermented, 
infected, turbulent, excessive 

fɛ ̃kpá  vt. screw up (face), smash up 
(car) 
— vi. ferment 
— vt. ferment 

fɛ ̃...-nɛ  vt. prejudice against 
fɛ ̃...-i  vi. angry against (be) 
fɛ ̃...-o  vi. annoyed with (be) 
fɛf̃ɛ ̃ [fɛ ̃ fɛ ̃ ] vi. thin (become), loose 

weight 
fɛf̃ɛ ̃ [fãf̀ɛ ̃ ] vt. suck (breast, mango, 

bone) 
fɛña  [fɛ ̃ nà] n. doubt. Syn: síkà 
fɛñɛ  [fãǹɛ  ] n. knife 

fɛñɛ woto/sɔtɔ  vt. unsheathe knife 
fɛñɛ'ada  [fãǹɛ  'àdá] n. cutlass 
fɛñɛda  [fãǹɛ  da] n. sword 
fɛñɛdade  n. swordsman 
fɛñɛda loko  vt. wear sword 
fɛñɛdɔmpi  [fãǹɛ  dɔṃ́ pi] n. dagger 
fɛñɛkanga  [fãǹɛ  káŋga] n. sheathed 

knife 

fɛñɛpa  [fãǹɛ  pá] n. knife handle 
fɛñɛpaturupa  [fãǹɛ  pátúrùpá] n. knife 

blade 
fã̃̀u  [fãù̀] adv. brackish 
fí  n. scorpion 

fí sira  n. large black scorpion 
fí'itɛ  [fí'ítɛ  ] n. water scorpion 

fì  n. roundworm 
filo  [fílò] exc. signal that shot animal is 

found dead 
fìoo  [fìòò] adv. whiz 
Fira'auna  [fìrà'áúnà] n. Pharoah. 

Etym: Arabic 
firifiri  [fírìfírì] n. pipistrelle 
firiganda kɛ  [fírìgándà] n. gymnastics 
fìriri kũ/kɛ  [fìrìrì] vi. go wild, feral 

(become) 
— vt. cause to go wild 

fíro  [fíró] n. long facial scar 
fíti  [fítí] adj. small, little 

fítifiti  adv. very small 
fítinle  padj. smallish 
fítinna  adj. very small 

fìti  [fìtì] n. fight 
fìti da  vt. start fight 
fìti gokɔã  vt. break up fight 
fìti kɛ  vt. fight 
fìtide  n. ill-tempered person 
fìtigokɔãri  [fìtigòkɔã̀rì] n. 

peacemaker 
fìtikɛri  [fìtìkɛr̀ì] n. fighter 

fitila  [fìtílà] n. lamp. Etym: Dɛndi: 
fìtíllà 

fitila dɛ  vt. put out lamp 
fitila na  vt. light lamp 
fitiladɛbɔ  [fìtílàdɛbɔ]̀ n. lamp snuffer 
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fitiladibɔ  [fìtílàdibɔ]̀ n. lamp-stand 
fitila'i  [fìtílà'í] n. lamp-light 
fitila'oro  [fìtílà'óró] n. dynamo 

fĩ  vt. twist, wind, steer 
fĩ ...-a  vt. twist on, wind on 
— vi. go around 

fĩbɔ  [fĩbɔ]̀ n. steering wheel, rudder 
fĩfĩ ...-a  vt. wrap by winding 
— vi. circle round 

fĩkara  [fíkara] vi. twisted (be) 
— vt. twist 

fĩfĩkɔã  [fĩfĩkɔã̀] vi. plait (rope, hair) 
fi ̃̃̀ri  [fi ̃r̀ì] n. driver, pilot 

fĩafĩa  [fi ̃ áfi ̃ á] adv. strict refusal 
fĩkã  [fĩkã] n. centipede 
fĩkã ...-i  [fi ̃k̀ã ] vi. wind, twist 

— vt. wind, twist 
fĩna  [fĩnà] n. debt 

fĩna ble  vt. have debt rescinded 
fĩna bo  vt. pay debt 
fĩna bo ...-a  vt. pay back, avenge 
fĩna bo ...-nɛ ...-a  vt. avenge 

someone for 
fĩna dɔ ...-a  vt. put into debt 
fĩna káka  vt. transfer debt 
fĩna sɛ ́...-a  vt. borrow from 
fĩna sí ...-a  vt. collect debt 
fĩnabobɔ  [fĩnabobɔ]̀ n. item of 

payment 
fĩnabommari  [fi ̃ nàboṃ́ árì] n. 

avenger 
fĩnabori  [fĩnàbòrì] n. payer of debt 
fĩnade  n. 1) debtor (absolute). 

2) creditor (possessed) 
fĩni  n. barren animal 

fĩni kũ  vt. barren (become) 

fĩnikɛ  n. barrenness, infertility 
fĩnti bo  [fi ̃ǹtí] vt. pilfer. Syn: kokɛ ̃
flawa  [flawà] n. flour. Etym: English 

flawa dɛ  vt. knead flour 
flã̃̀  [flã]̀ n. cane, rod, whip 

flã̃̀gbɛ  [flãg̀bɛ]̀ n. welt 
flɛ ̃ [flɛ ̃ ] n. hare 
flɛm̃  [flɛṃ̃] adv. chop! 
fobo  [fobo~fobò] vt. mock 

fobori  [fobòrì] n. mocker 
foko  [fòkó] n. quicksand, bog 

foko fɔ ̃ vt. boggy (be) 
foro  [fòró] n. breach, wide opening 
foroko  n. aluminium 
foru  [fòrú] n. discipline 

foru dɔ ...-a  vt. discipline 
foru kɛ  vt. discipline 

foto  [fòtó] n. photo. Etym: English 
foto sɛ ́ vt. photograph, take snap of 
fotosɛbɔ  [fòtósɛ  bɔ]̀ n. camera 
fotosɛri  [fòtósɛr̀ì] n. photographer 

fɔ  vi. go bad, sour 
fɔɔ  [fɔɔ̀ ] exc. greetings 

— n. greeting. Etym: Dɛndi: f] 
(rising tone) 

fɔ kpá ...-a  vt. greet 
fɔ̃̀tɔ  [fɔt̀ɔ]̀ n. syphilis 
fɔ1̃  n. baobab 
fɔ2̃  [fɔ̃ ] vi. able (be) 

— vt. put up with, endure 
fɔ3̃  [fɔ̃ ] vt. pierce 

— vi. pierced (be) 
fɔf̃ɔ ̃ vi. perforated (be) 
— vt. pierce, perforate 

fɔña  [fɔñà] n. hole, tear 
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fɔ̃̃̀fɔ ̃ [fɔ̃f̀ɔ̃]̀ n. tree species 
fɔ̃̃̀mba  [fɔ̃m̀bà] n. skin of seed/tuber 

fɔ̃̃̀mba bo/kɛ  vt. shed skin 
fɔñna  [fɔ̃ǹ ̣́á] n. putrid ulcer 
fɔñɔ  n. weed species 
fu  vt. overcome, defeat, conquer 

fu ...-a  vi. fail concerning 
fuana  [fuànà] n. defeat 
funakɛ  [funàkɛ] n. failure, inability 

fù  n. 1) mould. 2) fibre, pulp 
fù kpá  vt. go mouldy 

fú ...-la  vi. float 
fùfu kɛ  [fùfù] vt. broil 
fuka  [fùká] n. 1) lungs. 2) asthma, TB 

fukade  n. asthmatic, TB patient 
Fulani  [fúlàní] sn. Fulani. Etym: Dɛndi: 

fúláŋ 
Fulani Bororo  [fúlàní bòròro] sn. 

Wodaabe 
Fulani kpàsa  [fúlàní kpàsà] n. 

Fulani village 
Fulaninɔ fí  n. small red scorpion 

fúnafuna  [fúnáfúná] adv. aromatic 
fùnafuna  [fùnàfùnà] adv. flickering 

fùra  [fùrà] n. cap. Etym: Dɛndi: fùùlà 
fura kú  vt. wear cap 
fùra sãde  n. cap with side flaps 

futa  adj. light, insignificant 
futakɛ  n. insignificance 

fùta  [fùtà] n. froth 
fùta bo  vt. froth, foam 

futɛ  [futɛ  ~fitɛ  ] vi. rise, get up 
— vt. raise 

futɛ ...-i  vi. rise up against 
futɛ bona gan  vi. resurrect, rise 

from death 
futɛ ká ...-la  vi. inherit tradition 
futɛ zɛ  vi. stand up 
futɛkɔĩ  [futɛ  kɔĩ̀] vi. rise up against 

one another 
futɛna  [futɛ  nà] n. failure 
futɛnasari  aadj. unleavened 
futɛokaragara  [fùtɛ  òkàragara] n. old 

wives' tale 
futɛokarayã  [fùtɛ  òkàrañá] n. 

tradition 
fùuu  [fùùù] adv. swelling up, welling 

up 

G  -  g 
 
ga  vi. die, break down (machine) 

— n. death 
gàavu  [gààvù] n. revived from 

death, resurrected. Etym: gà-à-vù 
'died-he-revived' 

gaga  vi. die (many) 
gagagyã  n. plague, deadly disease 
gagɔrɔ  n. day of death 

ga'i  [ga'í] n. sleep of death 
gakũnwo  [gàkŋ̣́ ̣́wò] n. 

unconsciousness 
gá  vt. 1) draw, pull. 2) draw, sketch 

gága  vt. draw out, pull. See: sã gága, 
yã gága 

gákɔã  [gákɔã] vt. draw out 
— vi. stretch 
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gátɛ  [gátɛ  ] vt. drag 
gaafara  [gááfárà] exc. pardon me!, 

excuse me! Etym: Dɛndi: gaafartaa 
gaafara kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. excuse oneself 

gaaga  [gàagà] adv. striped 
Gaana  [gáánà] sn. Ghana 
Gàani  [gàànì] sn. Gani festival, name 

of month. Etym: Dɛndi: gaani 
Gàanibanda  [gàànìbándà] sn. name 

of month. Etym: Dɛndi: gàànì 
bándà 

Gàani'ɔgɔwɛtɛ  [gàànì'ɔg̀ɔ wɛtɛ  ] n. 
name of month 

gaari  [gààrí] n. granulated manioc. 
Etym: Dɛndi: gààrí 

gàari  [gààrì] n. saddle 
gàari yĩ  vt. tie on saddle 

gaarura  [gààrúrà] n. violet dye. Etym: 
Dɛndi: garuure 

gaarurade  aadj. violet 
gaarura'i  [gààrúrà'í] n. violet ink 

gaavude  [gáávùde] n. troublemaker 
gabusu  [gabúsú] n. possessing spirit 
Gada Oli  [gada 'olì] sn. Gada Oli. Etym: 

Hausa: Oli bridge 
gadi kɛ ...(-nɛ)  vt. recount, reminisce 

(to) 
Gádo  [gádó] sn. name of child born 

after twins 
gádo  [gádó] n. bed 
gagara  [gàgara] n. 1) quick moving 

spider. 2) bramble species. Etym: 
Dɛndi: adyagadyaga 

gakuri  [gakúrí] n. glory, splendour 
gakuri dɔ ̃...-nɛ  vt. glorify 

gakuride  n. glorious 
gakurikɛ  n. glorious state, majestic 

state 
Gambari  [gàmbàrí] sn. Hausa 
gara  [gàrá] n. story, tale 

gara da  vt. tell story 
garadari  [gàrádàrì] n. storyteller 

gára1  [gárá] n. 1) swamp palm. 
2) ladder 

gárafu  [gáráfú] n. pith of swamp 
palm 

gára2  [gárá] exc. alas!, no solution! 
Garafini  [gàràfíní] sn. Garafini. 

Kambari village 
gàragara  [gàràgàrà] adv. rushing 

around 
gàragara kɛ  vt. rush around 

garakoro  [gàràkòró] n. tree species 
gárangaran  [gáráŋ̣́ ̣́gáráŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. 

flashing 
gare  [gàré] n. fish species 
gáruwa  [gárúwá] n. twenty litre 

kerosene tin 
gasɛ ̃ [gásã]̀ n. beach, shore 
gàsi  [gàsì] n. cheese. Etym: Dɛndi: wà 

gàsí 
gasinda  [gasínda] n. epilepsy 

gasindade  n. epileptic 
gasu  [gásù] n. cheek 

gasu gɔ ̃kpá wɛí  vi. dismayed (be) 
gau  [gàú] n. pelican 
gáuta  [gáútá] n. garden egg 

(vegetable) 
gã1  n. small antelope 

gãsi  [gãsi] n. duiker antelope 
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gãtɛ ̃ [gãtɛ ̃ ] n. oribi antelope 
gã2  [gã ] n. wedge 

gã na ...-a  vt. oblige, force 
gã̃̀1  [gã]̀ n. 1) branch. 2) shoulder. 

3) group, team 
gã̃̀ fĩ  vt. twist arm, oppress 
gã̃̀ kɛ/bo  vt. branch out 
gã̃̀ kũ gã̃̀ao  adv. in groups, by teams 
gã̃̀ sɛ ́...-nɛ  vt. raise arm in 

acknowledgement 
gã̃̀agãa  [gãà̀gãà̀] adv. in groups 
gã̃̀de  n. party member, group 

member 
gã̃̀laki  [gãl̀áki] n. twig 
gã̃̀poroki  [gãp̀òróki] n. room, space 
gã̃̀sã  [gãs̀ã] n. arm 
gã̃̀sã báasi  [gãs̀ã báásí] n. biceps 
gã̃̀sãdiki  [gãs̀ãdiki] n. armrest 
gã̃̀sãkuru  [gãs̀ãkùrú] n. elbow 
— cn. cubit 

gã̃̀sãpɛtɛ  [gãs̀ãpɛ  tɛ  ] n. wrist 
gã̃̀sãwa  [gãs̀ãwá] n. arm bone, 

physical strength 
gã̃̀zubɔ  [gãz̀ubɔ]̀ n. boast. Etym: gã-̀

zu-bɔ ̀'arm-throw-item' 
gã̃̀2  [gã]̀ n. guinea-fowl 

gãkũkibigãsokinlo 
 [gãk̀ŋ̣́ ̣́kibigãs̀ókiṇlo] n. mongoose 
species. Etym: gãk̀ũki-bi-gãs̀oki-nlo 
'g.f. catching place is not g.f. eating 
place' 

gã̃̀gã  [gãg̀ã]̀ n. drum 
gã̃̀gã kpá  vt. put skin on drum 
gã̃̀gã lɛ ́ vt. beat drum 

gãi  [gãì́] pp. thanks to 
gãmbi  [gã mbí] n. squash species 

gãmbikina  [gã mbíkíná] n. large 
squash species 

gãmporo  [gã mpòró] n. running not, 
bow, noose 

gãmporo kɛ  n. tie bow/noose 
Gãndu  [gã ndú] sn. Gando 
gãngãn  [gã ŋ̣́ ̣́gã ŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. insistently 
gãnu  [gãǹu] n. entrance hut 

gãnulɛ  [gãǹulɛ  ] n. entrance to 
entrance hut 

gãnulɛa  [gãǹulɛ  à] adv. plaza 
gãsã  [gãsã ] n. bush species 
gã̃̀sã  [gãs̀ã]̀ n. dregs, granules 
gã̃̀si'uta  [gãs̀í'ùtá] n. striped shirt 
gã'ũ  [gã'Ṇï] n. grass species 
gãwã  [gãẁã ] n. fire spirit 

gãwã kɛ  vt. witchcraft (do) 
gãwãde  n. witch 
gãwãtɛ  [gãẁã tɛ  ] n. tree species 

gba  vt. dash, give gift. Ditranstive, the 
recipient precedes verb, the gift 
follows 
— n. gift, dash 

gba da (...-nɛ)  vt. give gift (to) 
gba gusarɛ  n. bribe 
gba làakari  vt. warn, reprimand, 

counsel 
gba le  vt. receive gift 
gba sáabu  vt. show appreciation 
gba swã̃̀  vt. encourage, embolden 
gba zɛ ́ vt. give permission, enable, 

give way to 
gbableri  [gbablèrì] n. recipient of 

gift 
gbada kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. dash gift 
gbadari  [gbadàrì] n. giver of gift 
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gbagba  vt. give share, sacrifice to 
gbagbaki  n. altar 
gbàgbari  [gbàgbàrì] n. priest. Syn: 

sa'ori 
gbá  n. 1) leg, foot. 2) technique, know-

how, strategy, situation 
gbá bo  vt. travel far 
gbá da ...-nɛ  vt. oblige 
gbá dɔ ̃ vt. know situation 
gbá pãtɛ  vt. stamp foot 
gbá pɛt́ɛ  vt. tread, plant foot 
gbáda  n. thigh 
gbádawisi  [gbádawísí] n. sore in 

groin 
gbákpɛ  n. upper foot 
gbála  [gbálá] n. foot 
gbánɛ  [gbánɛ  ] n. toe 
gbánɛmida  [gbánɛ  mìda] n. big toe 
gbápɛki  [gbápɛ  ki] n. step, step cut in 

well or tree, rung (ladder) 
gbápɛtɛki  [gbápɛtɛ  ki] n. standing 

place 
gbásɔ  [gbásɔ]̀ n. sock 
gbákũ  [gbákù̃] n. fetlock 
gbátĩ  [gbátĩ] n. heel tendon or 

hamstring 
gbátoki  [gbátòkí] n. heel 
gbáwon  [gbáwoŋ̣́] n. ankle 
gbázɛ dɔ ̃ [gbázɛ  ] vt. have 

understanding 
gbà  [gbà] n. 1) chair, stool. 2) door. 

3) platform 
gbà ta  vt. shut door (fully) 
gbà na  vt. close door 
gbà zòoloo  n. woven granary 
gbànɛ  [gbànɛ  ] n. footstool. Syn: 

tìntin 
gbàsɔ  [gbàsɔ]̀ n. long basket, woven 

granary 
gbàada  [gbààdà] n. deforestation 

gbàada kɛkɛ  vt. clear old farm 
gbáagbaa  [gbáágbáá] aadj. bald, 

barren 
gbado  n. maize, corn 

gbado dã  vt. guard maize 
gbado ɛ'́ɛ  vt. harvest maize 

gbàfa  [gbàfà] n. hoe for digging yams 
gbàgba  [gbàgbà] n. molar 
gbágidi  [gbágídí] n. mumps 
gbàgidi  [gbàgìdì] n. trap 

gbàgidi kpákpa  vt. set trap 
gbã̃̀gidigbagidi  aadj. large (writing) 
gbàgidikpakpari  [gbàgìdìkpàkpàrì] 

n. trapper 
gbaka  [gbàká] n. calabash 
gbáko  [gbákó] n. soap container 
gbakũ  [gbakŋ̣́̀] n. baboon. Etym: bark 

made by baboon 
gbáranna  [gbárán ̣́á] n. desert, 

wilderness 
gbárannabã  [gbáran ̣́áÆbã] n. 

Senegal bustard 
gbarɛ  [gbarɛ  ] vt. let go, release, send 

gbarɛ ...-a  vt. send to 
gbarɛ ...-i vt. send against 
gbarɛ ...-nɛ  vt. send for 

gbáru  [gbárú] pp. under 
gbasa  [gbasà] c. then (future) 
gbase  [gbàse] n. paid work. Etym: 

Yoruba 
gbase kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. paid work for (do) 
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gbasekɛri  [gbàsekɛr̀ì] n. employee, 
paid worker 

gbàta  [gbàtà] n. quiver 
gbã  [gbã ] vi. grow 

gbã ...-nɛ  vt. fire at, report to 
gbã̃̀  [gbã]̀ n. defilement 

gbã̃̀ bo (...-nɛ)  vt. 1) purify 
(someone). 2) gain consciousness 

gbã̃̀ lɛ ́ vt. 1) defile, pollute. 2) fall 
unconscious 

gbã̃̀bogɔrɔ  [gbãb̀ogɔrɔ] n. 
purification day 

gbã̃̀bɔ  [gbãb̀ɔ]̀ n. tree parasite 
gbãgbã  [gbã gbã ] vi. stiffen, harden 

gbãgbã ...-nɛ  vi. disobedient to 
(become) 

gbãkɛ  [gbãk̀ɛ] vt. shake 
gbãn  [gbãṆ̀́] n. trunk (tree, body), 

midsection (road) 
gbãna  [gbã na] n. force, power, 

strength 
— adv. strongly, powerfully, 
loudly, hard 

gbãna ble ...-a  vt. triumph over, lord 
it over 

gbãna kpá ...(-a)  vt. strengthen, 
promote 

gbãna kpá ...-i  vt. support 
gbãna kũ  vt. hard/strong (become) 
gbãna lɛ ́gwa  vt. test strength. Syn: 

yɔ ̃
gbãna mɔ ...-nɛ  vt. oppress, 

overpower 
gbãnade  n. official, strong man 
gbãnagbãna  [gbã nagbã na] adv. 

loudly, firmly 

gbãnagɔrɔ  [gbã nagɔrɔ] adv. in prime 
gbãnakɛ kpá ...-i  [gbã nakɛ] vt. 

welcome 
gbãnakɛyã  n. mighty act 
gbãnamɔnnɛri  [gbã namɔn ̣́ɛ  rì] n. 

oppressor 
gbãnaleki  [gbã naleki] n. source of 

strength, fortification 
gbãnasari  aadj. weak 
gbãnasaride  n. weak person 
gbãnasarikɛ  n. weakness 
Gbãnasĩndapinkide 

 [gbã nasĩndapínkíde] sn. Almighty 
gbãnazɔk̃ɔd̃e  [gbã nazɔk̃ɔ̃d̀e] n. 

mighty person 
gbã̃̀na  [gbãǹá] adj. high, long 

— n. height, length 
gbã̃̀nagbãna  [gbãǹágbãǹá] adv. 

very long/high 
gbã̃̀nanle  padj. rather long/high 

gbãnduru kpá  [gbãnduru] vt. recline 
on elbow with legs at right angle 

gbãnga  [gbã ŋgá] n. blind man's stick 
gbãngbãn  [gbã ŋ̣́ ̣́gbã ŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. strongly, 

firmly 
gbãngiri  [gbã ŋgiri] n. tree species 
gbãngo  [gbã ŋgó] n. 1) yoke. 2) bar for 

gate or door 
gbãnkuru  [gbã ŋkùrù] n. hard fried 

cake 
gbã̃̀ntɛrɛ  [gbãǹtɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. 1) side of 

ribcage. 2) pneumonia 
gbã̃̀ntɛrɛ nakɔã  vt. rub shoulders 

with 
gbã̃̀ntɛrɛwa  [gbãǹtɛr̀ɛẁá] n. rib 

gbãra  [gbãr̀a] adv. today 



gbãsĩ  gbɛ̀ 

 Busa — English Dictionary 33 

gbãragbãra  [gbãr̀agbãr̀a] adv. right 
now today 

gbãragbɛñɔ  [gbãr̀agbɛ ̃ nɔ] n. present 
generation 

gbãsĩ1  [gbã si ̃ ] n. soot 
gbãsĩ2  [gbãs̀i ̃ ] n. dirt, defilement, 

immorality 
gbãsĩ kɛ  vt. commit immorality 
gbãsĩ kpá  vt. get dirty 
gbãsĩ lɛ ́ vt. comatose (be), defiled 

(be) 
gbãsĩ bo/woro ...-nɛ  vt. cleanse 

from defilement 
gbãsĩbo'i  [gbãs̀i ̃ bo'í] n. water for 

removing defilement 
gbãsĩde  n. defiled person 
gbãsĩkɛri  [gbãs̀i ̃ kɛr̀ì] n. immoral 

person 
gbãsĩsari  aadj. undefiled (thing) 
gbãsĩsaride  n. undefiled person 

gbã̃̀tã  [gbãt̀ã]̀ n. fork 
gbã̃̀kã bo  vt. fork (tree) 

gbãtɛ  [gbãtɛ  ] vi. start, jump (ex. shot 
animal) 

gbãtɛ ...-nɛ  vi. avoid, elude 
Gbere  [gbérè] sn. Wawa 
gbɛ ́ n. kapok 

gbɛĺibu  [gbɛ  líbu] n. kapok fibre 
gbɛ ̃̀  [gbɛ]̀ n. 1) stone, rock. 2) imprint, 

result 
gbɛ ̃̀ a  vt. carve stone 
gbɛ ̃̀ dã  vt. quarry stone 
gbɛ ̃̀ le  vt. suffer consequences, get 

result 
gbɛ ̃̀ sàra  n. flat rock 
gbɛ ̃̀ zu à ɔ utɛ  vt. pretend not to 

have done 
gbɛ ̃̀'ari  [gbɛ'̀àrì] n. stonemason 
gbɛ ̃̀bai  [gbɛb̀àí] n. jewel, precious 

stone 
gbɛ ̃̀dagura  [gbɛd̀àgura] n. pass, 

space between rock 
gbɛ ̃̀dãki  [gbɛd̀ã ki] n. quarry 
gbɛ ̃̀didikɔãna  [gbɛd̀idikɔã̀nà] n. 

cairn 
gbɛ ̃̀digi  [gbɛd̀ígí] n. quartz 
gbɛ ̃̀'ɛñɛ  [gbɛ'̀ɛ ̃ nɛ  ] n. rock cony 
gbɛ ̃̀gba  [gbɛg̀bá] n. stone pillar 
gbɛ ̃̀gbɛ  [gbɛg̀bɛ]̀ n. limestone, chalk 
gbɛ ̃̀gbɛ ble  vt. remain for some time 
gbɛ ̃̀gĩi  [gbɛg̀i ̃ì́] n. base of mountain 
gbɛ ̃̀konɛ  [gbɛk̀onɛ  ] n. rock-hen 
gbɛ ̃̀kɔkɔtɔ  [gbɛk̀ɔk̀ɔt̀ɔ]̀ n. rocky 

place 
gbɛ ̃̀kɔsɔ  [gbɛk̀ɔs̀ɔ]̀ n. gravel 
gbɛ ̃̀kpakotozɛ  [gbɛk̀pakotozɛ  ] n. 

pass (thru rocks) 
gbɛ ̃̀kwã  [gbɛk̀wã ] n. pangolin 
gbɛ ̃̀lokona  [gbɛl̀òkónà] n. 

overhanging rock 
gbɛ ̃̀mba  [gbɛm̀bà] n. sling 
gbɛ ̃̀mbagbɛ  [gbãm̀bàgbɛ]̀ n. sling-

stone 
gbɛ ̃̀nna  n. abscess 
gbɛ ̃̀pɛtɛ  [gbɛp̀ɛ  tɛ  ] n. stone 

monument 
gbɛ ̃̀pu  [gbɛp̀ú] n. flint 
gbɛ ̃̀saa  [gbɛs̀àà] n. stone trap 
gbɛ ̃̀saa kpákpa  vt. set stone trap 
gbɛ ̃̀si  [gbɛs̀í] n. big rock 
gbɛ ̃̀sira  [gbɛs̀íra] n. dark rock 
gbɛ ̃̀sɔkɔ  [gbɛs̀ɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. cleft in rock 
gbɛ ̃̀tɛ(̃ra)  [gbɛt̀ɛ ̃ ra] n. red stone used 
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for face powder. Variant: kowa 
gbɛ ̃̀wɛɛ  [gbɛẁɛɛ̀]̀ n. cavern, cave 
gbɛ ̃̀zɛwo  [gbɛz̀ɛwó] n. royal python 
gbɛ ̃̀zuri  [gbɛz̀ùrì] n. stone thrower 

gbɛ'́a  [gbɛ  'á] n. manioc 
gbɛka  [gbɛk̀á] vt. ask after, request 

gbɛka ...-a  vt. ask from 
gbɛka ...-i  vt. ask someone about 

gbɛra  [gbɛr̀a] pp. after 
gbɛrɛ  n. belly 
gbɛsɛ  [gbɛs̀ɛ  ] vt. recall, recover, track 

gbɛ ̃̀sɛri  [gbɛs̀ɛr̀ì] n. tracker 
gbɛzɛ  [gbɛz̀ɛ  ] n. marrow 
gbɛ1̃  vt. beat 

gbɛg̃bɛ ̃ vt. beat many times 
gbɛg̃o  [gbɛg̃ò] n. rod 

gbɛ2̃  [gbɛ ̃ ] n. person 
gbɛ ̃ble  vt. cheat 
gbɛ ̃bobo a dàn  vt. treat/shame 

according to character 
gbɛ ̃dɛ  vt. murder 
gbɛ ̃do  n. one/other person 
gbɛ ̃kɔɔtɛ kɛ  vt. black magic (do). 

Often buried 
gbɛk̃ɔɔtɛkɛri  n. sorcerer 
gbɛ ̃kpá  vt. send representative, 

assign, designate 
gbɛ ̃lalandide/lalandikɛri  n. 

scoffer, mocker 
gbɛ ̃lɛẃɛtɛri  n. rebel, argumentative 

person 
gbɛ ̃pi  vt. talk behind a person's back 
gbɛ ̃sĩnda pínki  n. everyone 
gbɛ ̃taari'eri  n. fault-finder 
gbɛ ̃takikɛri  n. tormentor 
gbɛ'̃aafiawɛtɛri  [gbɛ ̃ 'ààfíàwɛt̀ɛ  rì] n. 

peacemaker 
gbɛb̃le'ɔgɔ  [gbɛ ̃ ble'ɔg̀ɔ ] n. extortion 
gbɛb̃leri  [gbɛ ̃ blerì] n. cheat, deceiver 
gbɛd̃ake  [gbɛ ̃ dake] n. neighbour 
gbɛd̃ɛ'ɔgɔ  [gbɛ ̃ dɛ'ɔg̀ɔ ] n. blood 

money 
gbɛd̃ɛri  [gbɛ ̃ dɛr̀ì] n. murderer 
gbɛd̃ɛyã  [gbɛ ̃ dɛñá] n. homicide 
gbɛk̃e  [gbɛ ̃ ke] sn. someone, certain 

person, no-one (Negative) 
gbɛk̃ɛ  [gbɛ ̃ kɛ] n. kindness, grace, 

humaneness 
gbɛk̃ɛ kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. kind (be), humane 

(be) 
gbɛk̃ɛkɛri  [gbɛ ̃ kɛk̀ɛr̀ì] n. deceiver 
gbɛk̃ɛkɛnnɛri  [gbɛ ̃ kɛkɛǹ ̣́ɛ  rì] n. 

gracious person 
gbɛk̃ɛyã  n. benevolence 
gbɛñdo  [gbɛ ̃ ndo] n. fellow, partner, 

mate 
gbɛñna  [gbɛ ̃ n ̣́a] n. friend 
gbɛñna kpá ...-o  vt. befriend 
gbɛñɔ bobo  vt 
gbɛñnakɛ  [gbɛ ̃ n ̣́akɛ] n. friendship 
gbɛñɔn  [gbɛ ̃ nɔŋ̣́] cn. people 
gbɛp̃iri  [gbɛ ̃ pìrì] n. gossip 
gbɛs̃ɔs̃ɔr̃i  [gbɛ ̃ sɔ̃s̀ɔ̃r̀ì] n. reviler 
gbɛỹakari  [gbɛ ̃ yàkàrì] n. slanderer 
gbɛỹãkɛrisaride  [gbɛ ̃ ñákɛr̀ìsàríde] n. 

heartless person 
gbɛ3̃  n. dog 

gbɛg̃bon  [gbɛg̃bóŋ] n. jackal 
gbɛỹɔ'̃i  [gbɛỹɔ̃ 'í] n. bush species 

gbɛñɛ  [gbɛ ̃ nɛ  ] n. remains 
gbã̃̀ntɛ ̃ [gbãǹtã]̀ adj. fat 
gbɛr̃o  [gbãr̀o] n. black bustard 
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gbɛt̃ɛ ̃ [gbɛ ̃ tɛ ̃ ] n. tree species 
gbi gbi  adv. pounding. Syn: gbò gbò 
gbigiri  [gbìgírí] n. convulsion, rolling 

gbigiri kɛ/pá  vt. roll 
gbigiri kɛkɛ  vt. convulse, writhe 

gbìgiri  [gbìgìrì] adv. dense, weighty 
gbiri1  [gbirí] n. giant rat 
gbiri2  [gbírì] n. tree species 
gbìrim  [gbìrìṃ́̀ ] adv. crash 
gbĩ1  [gbi ̃ ] n. odour, smell 

gbĩ bo  vt. despise because of smell 
gbĩ dagura  vt. spread smell around 
gbĩ dɔ  vt. give off smell 
gbĩ kpá  vt. smell 
gbĩ ma  vt. sense smell 
gbĩ sɛśɛ  vt. sniff 
gbĩ gága  vt. savour smell 
gbĩ sɔ ̃ vt. begin to smell 
gbĩnnade  [gbĩn ̣́ade] aadj. sweet 

smelling 
gbĩ2  [gbi ̃ ] n. tumour 
gbi ̃̃̀1  [gbi ̃]̀ n. 1) clay. 2) wall (of house) 

gbi ̃̃̀ bo  vt. build wall 
gbã̃̀ dã  n. quarry clay 
gbi ̃̃̀ lɔĺɔ  vt. plaster wall 
gbi ̃̃̀ dɔdɔ  vt. straighten wall 
gbi ̃̃̀ kɔ  vt. dig clay 
gbi ̃̃̀dãki  [gbi ̃d̀ãki] n. clay quarry 
gbi ̃̃̀gba  [gbi ̃g̀bá] n. dais, clay 

platform 
gbi ̃̃̀lɛ  [gbi ̃l̀ɛ  ] n. gate in wall 
gbi ̃̃̀pɛtɛ  [gbi ̃p̀ɛt̀ɛ  ] n. pillar. Variant: 

kpɛṕɛtɛ 
gbi ̃̃̀2  [gbi ̃]̀ n. shoot 

gbi ̃̃̀ bo  vt. shoot (yam) 
gbĩni  [gbi ̃ ní] n. deliberation, obstinacy, 

self-will 
gbĩni kɛ  vt. deliberately do 
gbĩni vĩ  vt. obstinate (be) 
gbĩnide  n. stubborn person, 

obstinate person 
gbĩnigbĩni  [gbi ̃ nígbi ̃ ní] adv. 

intentionally, deliberately 
gbĩni  n. bush species 
gbò gbò  [gbò gbò] adv. throbbing of 

heart, tapping in mortar. Syn: gbi 
gbi 

gboro  [gbòró] vi. dislocate 
— vt. demolish 

gboroda  [gbòróda] n. fig with large 
leaf 

gbɔ  n. bubal antelope 
gbɔkɔsi  [gbɔk̀ɔs̀í] n. weed species 
gbɔkɔsɔ  [gbɔkɔsɔ ] n. mud fish species 
gbɔrɔgbɔrɔ  [gbɔr̀ɔg̀bɔ rɔ]̀ n. fish species 
gbɔ̃̃̀  [gbɔ̃]̀ n. excreta, dung 

gbɔ̃̃̀ bɔtɛ  vt. diarrhoea (have) 
gbɔ̃̃̀ ... dɛ/dɛdɛ  vt. need to excrete 
gbɔ̃̃̀ pá  vt. excrete 
gbɔ̃̃̀bɔtɛ kɛ  [gbɔ̃b̀ɔtɛ  ] vt. diarrhoea 

(have) 
gbɔ̃̃̀kɛpuru  [gbɔ̃k̀ɛpùrù] n. spinach 
gbɔ̃̃̀nɔ  [gbɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ n. flax 
gbɔ̃̃̀nɔ bà  n. flax rope 
gbɔ̃̃̀wɛɛ  [gbɔ̃ẁɛɛ̀]̀ n. toilet, latrine. 

Syn: sálanga 
gbɔd̃ɔsiɔ  [gbɔd̃ɔsíɔ] n. tadpole 
gbúku  [gbúkú] n. hip 

gbúkuwa  [gbúkúwá] n. lower 
backbone 

geepi  [geepì] n. grape. Etym: English 
geepilíkpɛ  n. vineyard 
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geepi'i  [geepì'í] n. grape juice 
geepi'ifɛk̃i  [geepì'ífɛ ̃ ki] n. winepress 
geepilikpɛde  n. vineyard owner 
geepizɔg̃ɔrɔ  [geepìzɔg̃ɔrɔ] n. grape 

harvest 
gègete  [gègètè] adj. thick 
gére  [géré] n. wheel 
gère  [gèrè] n. baby wrap 
gése  [gésé] n. spur, barb 

gésede  aadj. spurred, barbed 
gɛ ́ [gɛ  ~gɛ~gɛɛ̀  ] vi. go. Tone in Past 

follows tone of preceding pronoun 
gɛ ́...-i  vi. go against 
gɛ ́kũ yão ... kĩnaa vi. accuse to 
gɛ ́wɛt̃ɛa  vi. travel 
gɛḱi  [gɛ  ki] n. place to go, abode of 

dead 
gɛ ̃̀  [gɛ]̀ n. corpse 

gɛ ̃̀ ĩa bo  vt. mourn death 
gɛ ̃̀ kɛ  vt. perform burial rite 
gɛ ̃̀ ɔɔ́ dɔ  vt. cry for dead person 
gɛ ̃̀ sísi  vt. call up dead 
gɛ ̃̀ vĩ  vt. bury dead person 
gɛ ̃̀ ... vu  vi. resurrect 
gɛ ̃̀bã  [gɛb̀ã] n. Levaillant's cuckoo 
gɛ ̃̀denɔ  n. relatives of the dead 
gɛ ̃̀nɔmidɔki  [gɛǹɔmìdɔki] n. south 
gɛ ̃̀sisiri  [gɛs̀ìsìrì] n. medium 
gɛ ̃̀vĩ  n. funeral 
gɛ ̃̀vĩki  [gɛv̀ĩki] n. cemetery 
gɛ ̃̀wa  [gɛẁá] n. skeleton 

gɛbu  [gɛb̀ú] adj. inferior 
gɛ ̃̀gɛrɛ  [gɛg̀ɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. mussel shell 
gɛngɛsɛ  [gɛ  ŋgɛs̀ɛ]̀ n. reclining with legs 

bent back 
gɛngɛsɛ kɛ (...-a)  vt. recline or lean 

(on) with legs bent back 
gɛrɛ  [gɛ  rɛ]̀ n. 1) jaw. 2) slope (hill) 

gɛrɛ kpá ... wɛí  vt. humiliated (be), 
dismayed (be) 

gɛrɛwa  [gɛ  rɛẁá] n. jawbone 
gɛ ̃̀rɛ  [gɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. neck chain 
gɛ ̃̀sɛ  [gɛs̀ɛ]̀ n. foot 

— cn. foot 
— adv. on foot 

gɛ ̃̀sɛ kɛ  vt. dance 
gɛ ̃̀sɛ pɛt́ɛ ...-a  vt. tread on, trample 

on 
gɛ ̃̀sɛ sɛ ́ vt. take step 
gɛ ̃̀sɛde  aadj. foot (soldier) 
gɛ ̃̀sɛgbɛ  [gɛs̀ɛg̀bɛ]̀ n. footprint 
gɛ ̃̀sɛkɔkɔ  [gɛs̀ɛk̀ɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. papilloma 
gɛ ̃̀sɛpɛtɛki  [gɛs̀ɛp̀ɛtɛ  ki] n. foothold 
gɛ ̃̀sɛtuki ble  [gɛs̀ɛt̀ùkí] vt. step on 

heels 
gɛ ̃̀sɛsɔ  [gɛs̀ɛs̀ɔ]̀ n. hoof 
gɛ ̃̀sɛwaa  [gɛs̀ɛẁáà] n. ankle 
gɛ ̃̀sɛwɛ  [gɛs̀ɛẁɛ  ] n. ankle bone 

gɛ1̃  n. pocket knife 
gɛ2̃  vi. enter 

— vt. enter 
gɛ ̃...-a  vi. pass by, overtake 
gɛ ̃...-gu  vi. enter into 
gɛ ̃...-i  vi. invade, intrude 
gɛ ̃...-la  vi. pass through 
gɛ ̃onala  vt. inexpressible (be) 
gɛ ̃ɔla  vi. liberal (be), pass 

expectation 
gɛ ̃zɛĺa  vi. depart, go away, pass by 
gɛk̃i  adv. public entrance 
gɛk̃ina  [gɛk̃iná] n. private entrance 
gɛt̃ɛ  [gɛt̃ɛ  ] vi. disappear 
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gɛt̃ɛ ...-a  vi. pass away 
gɛt̃ɛ ĩaa  vi. blown away (be) 
gɛt̃ɛ ...-la  vi. pass through 

gã̃̀ sí  vt. trip over, stumble 
gã̃̀siki  [gãs̀íki] n. stumbling block 

gɛĩ  [gãì́] pp. below, down beside 
— n. lower part 

gã̃̀n  [gãŋ̣̀́̀] n. times 
gã̃̀mbaaakɔ ̃ [gãṃ̀́̀bàààkɔ]̃ adv. many 

times 
gɛñɛ  [gãǹɛ  ] n. replacement, successor 

gɛñɛ ble  vt. accede, succeed 
gɛñɛ kɛ  vt. replace 

gã̃̀nɛgɛñɛ  [gãǹɛg̀ãǹɛ]̀ adv. red and 
dark (sky) 

gã̃̀nsɔrɔ  [gãǹsɔr̀ɔ]̀ n. plant species 
gɛr̃o  [gãr̀o] num. fifteen 

gɛr̃o awɛɛ'aakɔ ̃ num. eighteen. Syn: 
baro plansari 

gɛr̃o awɛɛ'aakɔd̃e  aadj. eighteenth. 
Syn: baro plansaride 

gɛr̃o awɛɛdo  num. sixteen 
gɛr̃o awɛɛdode  aadj. sixteenth 
gɛr̃o awɛɛpla  num. seventeen 
gɛr̃o awɛɛplade  aadj. seventeenth 
gɛr̃o donsari  num. fourteen 
gɛr̃o donsaride  aadj. fourteenth 
gɛr̃o plansari  num. thirteen 
gɛr̃o plansaride  aadj. thirteenth 
gɛr̃ode  aadj. fifteenth 
gɛr̃ogɛr̃o  adv. by fifteens 

gɛs̃ãnde  [gɛs̃ãnde] n. fetish priest. Syn: 
sa'ori 

gɛs̃u  [gãs̀ú] n. prickly grass 
gɛt̃ɛ ̃ [gɛt̃ɛ ̃ ] n. grass species 
gí  vi. 1) refuse (absolute). 2) persist 

(Au] illiary verb) 
gí ...-nɛ  vi. refuse, hinder, deprive 
gí ...-i  vi. 1) refuse, disown, divorce, 

withstand, oppose. 2) reject 
(thing). 3) deny (statement) 

gí ... kãi  vi. detest 
gí kũ ...-o  vi. withhold 
gí kũ ... zĩdao  vi. defend oneself, 

work hard 
gí zĩdai  vi. renounce, deny oneself 
gina  [gínà] aadj. worthless 
gínyĩ takada  [gíńyi ̃ ] n. certificate of 

divorce 
gínyĩyã  n. divorce 

gì kɛ  vi. delay, long time (be) 
— vt. detain 

gìkɛna  [gìkɛnà] n. delayed 
gìkɛnakɛ  n. longevity 

giawɛkũ  [gìàwɛ  kŋ̣́ ̣́] n. Gambian 
mongoose 

gídi  [gídí] n. panic 
gídi gɛ ̃...-gu  vi. panic 
gìdigidi  [gìdìgìdì] adv. rushing 

around, running in panic 
gidigbo  [gídígbo] n. tin guitar. Etym: 

Dɛndi: gìdìgá 
gifa  [gífà] n. unbled meat 
gífa  [gífá] n. scarf 

gífa kpá  vt. don scarf 
gíngin  [gíŋ̣́ ̣́gíŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. firmly 
gintaa  [gìntáà] n. guitar. Etym: English 
gìra  [gìrà] n. tree species 
giramu  [gìrámù] cn. gram 
giri  [gírì] n. panic 

giri da ... gu  vt. cause panic 
giri kɛ  vt. panic 
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gìri  [gìrì] adv. startled, shaking with 
fright 

gìrigiri  [gìrìgìrì] adv. tremors 
gìrigyã  n. tetanus 

Giriki  [girikì] sn. Greek. Etym: English 
Girikiyãmari  [girikìñámàrì] n. Greek 

speaker 
Girisi  [girisì] sn. Greece. Etym: English 
gisi  [gìsí] n. hip 

gisipɛkɛrɛki  [gìsípɛ  kɛrɛ  ki] n. hip 
joint 

gita  [gìtá] n. grass, grass fence 
gita kpákɔñɛ  vt. divide household 
gitasɔkɔnɛ  [gìtásɔk̀ɔnɛ  ] n. bastard 

(father unknown) 
gitankpɛrɛ  [gìtàŋkpɛrɛ  ] n. Fulani mat 

used as door 
gizo  [gízò] n. garlic 
gĩa1  [gi ̃ a] adv. yesterday 

gĩayãkɛna  [gi ̃ añákɛnà] n. history 
gĩa2  [gi ̃ à] adv. first 
Gĩmba  [gi ̃ mbà] sn. name of fourth 

son. Syn: Bãni 
gĩnakɛ  [gi ̃ nákɛ  ] vi. do first, do before 

(Stative) 
go  vi. detach 

— vt. peel 
gogo  vt. erase 
go ...-a  vi. move away from, leave 

alone 
— vt. remove from, detach, 
exorcise 

go ...-la/i  vi. go away from 
go ...-nɛ  vi. give way to, get out of 

way of 
go ... tía  vi. move from present 

position 
go zɛń  vi. get out of the way 
gogo  vt. remove 
gokɔã  [gokɔã̀] vi. separate 

gó  n. 1) mortar. 2) trough, canoe, 
plane, train 

gó fĩ  vt. drive chariot, steer boat 
gó ímiki  n. drinking trough 
góbari  [góbàrì] n. oar 
góde  n. boat owner, sailor 
gódɔki  [gódɔki] n. port 
gódɔdɔbɔ  [gódɔdɔbɔ]̀ n. rudder 
gódɔdɔri  [gódɔd̀ɔr̀ì] n. pilot of boat 
gó'itɛ  [gó'ítɛ  ] n. boat 
gókãna  [gókãǹà] n. steering pole 
gókipaki  [gókìpáki] n. airport 
gókɔ  [gókɔ]̀ n. anchor 
gókuta  [gókúta] n. sail 
gónɛ  [gónɛ  ] n. pestle 
gózɛki  n. train station 

gò  n. staff, rod, stick, baton 
gò da  vt. throw stick 
gò ... gbɛ ̃ vt. get retribution 
gò purade  n. sceptre 
gò térere  n. staff, sceptre 
gòmi  [gòmì] n. head of staff 
gòsɔbɔ  [gòsɔbɔ]̀ n. pick, hatchet 

gòdo  [gòdò] n. homespun cloth 
gòdoli  [gòdòlí] n. weaver's rod 

gogoro  n. spirit, alcohol 
gokũ  [gókŋ̣́̀] n. runt 
goni  [gòní] n. skill 

gonide  aadj. skilled 
gonikɛ  n. skillfulness 

gòrogi  [gòrògì] n. safety pin 
gòroro  [gòròrò] n. brow of hill 



gotɛ ̃  gu 

 Busa — English Dictionary 39 

gotɛ ̃ [gótɛ ̃ ] n. brass, copper 
gɔrɔ  n. day, time 

gɔrɔ birea  adv. at that time 
gɔrɔ dɛ  vt. spend time, waste time 
gɔrɔ da ...-nɛ  vt. appointment with 

(make) 
gɔrɔ kpɛdenɔ  n. last days 
gɔrɔ kpɛde zĩ  adv. at last day 
gɔrɔ pla kɛ (...-o)  vt. spend time 

(with) 
gɔrɔ sĩnda pínki  adv. always, 

forever 
gɔrɔke  sn. certain time 
gɔrɔkea  [gɔrɔkeá] adv. one day, once 

upon a time 
Gɔrɔsĩndapinkide 

 [gɔrɔsi ̃ ndápínkíde] sn. Eternal 
One 

gɔ̃̀rɔ  [gɔr̀ɔ]̀ n. cola nut. Etym: Dɛndi: 
gɔr̀ɔ ̀

gɔ1̃  n. man, husband 
gɔd̃e  aadj. married 
gɔg̃bɛ ̃ [gɔg̃bɛ ̃ ] n. man, male 
gɔg̃bɛk̃ɛ  [gɔg̃bɛ ̃ kɛ] n. masculinity 
gɔg̃bɛk̃ɛbɔ  [gɔg̃bɛ ̃ kɛbɔ]̀ n. male 

organ 
gɔg̃wawɛ  [gɔg̃wawɛ  ] n. inviting look 

(by female) 
gɔk̃ɛbɔ  [gɔk̃ɛbɔ]̀ n. weapon 
gɔk̃ɛbɔkatɛki  [gɔk̃ɛbɔk̀átɛ  ki] n. 

armory 
gɔk̃ɛbɔkũri  [gɔk̃ɛbɔk̀ù̃rì] n. arms 

bearer 
gɔk̃pamma  [gɔk̃páṃ́ má] n. fiance 
gɔp̃ose  n. bachelor, boyfriend 
gɔs̃a  [gɔs̃à] n. strong man 

gɔs̃agbãnakɛ  [gɔs̃àgbãnakɛ] n. 
manly force 

gɔs̃akɛ  [gɔs̃àkɛ] n. manliness 
gɔ2̃  vi. stay, become 

gɔ ̃...-nɛ  vi. become for, remain to 
gɔ ̃... ɔĩ  vi. in care of (be) 
gɔ ̃zĩdanɛ  vi. free (be) 
gɔg̃ɔ ̃ vt. settle, regulate 
gɔñzĩdanɛ  [gɔñ ̣́zi ̃d̀anɛ]̀ n. freedom 

gɔ3̃  part. Continuous aspect marker 
-gɔ ̃ part. Continuous aspect pronoun 

suffix 
gɔb̃a  [gɔb̃à] n. rival, co-wife 

gɔb̃a kpá  vt. jealous (be) 
gɔm̃bɔ  [gɔ̃m̀bɔ ] n. ladle. Etym: Dɛndi: 

gòmbó 
gɔñna  [gɔñ ̣́á] n. bush with bitter root 
gɔ̃̃̀nɔ  [gɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ adv. at once 

gɔ̃̃̀nɔgɔñɔ  [gɔ̃ǹɔg̀ɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ adv. straight 
away, immediately 

-gu  pp. in (pronoun suffix) 
gu  n. place, atmosphere 

gu bo ...-nɛ  vt. give place to 
gu dɛ  vt. spoil 
gu ... dɔ  vi. dawn 
gu dɔ ...-nɛ  vt. signal to 
gu dɔkɔã  vt. cause trouble 
gu dãkpa  vt. guard 
gu ... li ...-a  vi. giddy (be) 
gu pa ...-i  vi. crowd around 
gu ... pu  vi. lighten 
gu pu vt. lighten 
gu sĩnda pinki  adv. everywhere 
gu ... si  vi. darken 
gu ... si ...-a  vi. get dark on 
gu sí ...-a  vi. crowd out 
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gu ... were  vi. clear (weather) 
gu'asirigwari  [gu'àsírìgwàrì] n. spy 
gudãkpãki  [gudã kpã ki] n. outpost, 

military watchtower 
gudãkpãri  [gudãk̀pã rì] n. guard 
gudɛ kɛ  vt. spoil, damage 
gudɛri  [gudɛr̀ì] n. agitator, traitor 
gudidenɔ  [gudídenɔ] n. people of 

this place 
gudɔ(na)  n. dawn 
gudɔkɔãnaki  [gudɔkɔã̀nàki] n. joint 
gudɔo  [gudɔò̀] adv. dawn 
gudɔnaao  [gudɔnàaò] adv. dawn 
guforo  [gufòro] n. opening, way 

through, breach 
gugbagaraga  [gugbagaraga] n. flat 

wasteland 
gugbãn  [gugbãŋ̣́̀] n. halfway 
gugbãnduru  [gugbãṇ́̀duru] n. north 
guguruguru  [gugúrúgúrú] n. twilight 
gugwagba  [gugwagbà] n. 

watchtower (for farmer or 
shepherd) 

gukea  [gukeá] adv. somewhere 
gukɛk̃ɔãna  [gukɛ ̃ kɔã̀nà] adv. clear 

weather 
gukori  [gukòri] n. dry land, 

emptiness 
gukpado  [gukpado] adv. to one side, 

aside 
gukpadoyã  n. hidden affair 
gukpara  n. limb 
gukpide  aadj. mountainous 
gulei  [gulèí] n. high place 
gulɛzɛki  [gulɛ  zɛki] n. boundary 
gulimma  [guliṃ́ á] n. 1) giddiness. 

2) tree species 

gulukuluku  n. early dawn 
gupura  [gupúra] n. light, open area 
gupura kũ  vt. light (become) 
gupurakũri  [gupúrakù̃rì] n. light-

bearer 
gusara  n. flat area, plain 
gusaradenɔ  n. plain dwellers 
gusarɛ  [gusàrɛ  ] n. place aside 
— adv. aside, in secret 

gusarɛgba  [gusàrɛ  gba] n. bribe 
gusi kɛ  vt. disappear. Syn: gɛt̃ɛ, dìbí 

lɛ ́
gusira  [gusíra] n. darkness 
gusisi  [gusìsì] n. dark place 
gusĩsĩ  [gusi ̃s̀i ̃]̀ adv. full moon 
gusĩsĩde  [gusi ̃s̀i ̃d̀e] n. hilly region 
gusɔkɔ  [gusɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. crack, split, cleft 
gu'ũmmana  [gu'ũṃ́ ánà] n. pain 
guvutɛ  [guvutɛ  ] n. valley 
guwãna  [guwãǹa] n. heat 
guwãnagɔrɔ  [guwãǹagɔrɔ] n. 

summer, hot season 
guwãnatɛñna  [guwãǹatɛ ̃ n ̣́á] n. hot 

season 
guwɛɛ  [guwɛɛ̀]̀ n. hollow 
guwibɔ  [guwíbɔ]̀ n. plough 
guwiside  [guwìsíde] n. salty area 
guyakari  [guyàkàrì] n. devastator 
guyĩdakɔkɔ  [guñídakɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. worm, 

maggot 
guzãrɛ  [guzãrɛ]̀ n. slippery area 

guga  [gùgá] n. pail, bucket. Etym: 
Dɛndi: gùùgá 

guge  [gùgé] n. 1) violin. 2) violinist. 
Etym: Dɛndi: gòòjé 

gura  [gurà] pp. in middle of 
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guragura  [guràgurà] adv. in very 
middle of 

guru  n. wire trap 
guru kpákpa  vt. set wire trap 

gùru kpá  [gùrù] vt. bar (gate, door) 
gùrukpana  [gùrùkpánà] n. bar 

Guruma  [gùrùmá] sn. Gurma. Etym: 
Dɛndi: gùrmá 

gurumi  [gùrùmí] n. small guitar 
gutɛ  [gutɛ  ] vi. unstick, go away, 

detach 
guturu  [gùtúrú] n. 1) ingratitude. 

2) glutton. Etym: Dɛndi: gútúláy 
gũ̃̀ma  [gù̃mà] n. bedbug. Etym: Dɛndi: 

kùmá 
gũ̃̀ma ká  vt. infested with bedbugs 

(be) 
gũn  [gù̃ŋ̣́] pp. in. Syn: -n 

— n. interior 
gũngũn  pp. in interior of 

Gũni  [gŋ̣́ ̣́ní] sn. name of fifth daughter. 
Syn: Dàatɔ 

gwa  vt. look at 
gwagwa vt. examine 
gwàri  [gwàrì] n. guardian, nurse 

gwaiba  [gwáíbà] n. guava. Etym: Areal 
gwã  [gwã ] adv. night 

gwãani  [gwãaní] n. night 
— adv. at night 

gwãaniala  [gwãaníàla] adv. tonight 
gwe  adv. there 

gwedenɔ  n. people there 
gwena  [gwenà] n. state, condition 

gwɛɛ  [gwɛ  ɛ] part. perhaps 
gya bo  vt. snub, despise 

gyabona  [gyabonà] n. contempt 
gyaanɔ  [gyàànɔ] n. widow, widower 

gyaanɔ ble  vt. widowed (be) 
gyaanɔblepɔnɔ  [gyàànɔblepɔ nɔ] n. 

widow's clothes 
gyaba  [gyabà] n. long sleeveless gown, 

tunic. Etym: Dɛndi: jábè (Arabic) 
gyam  [gyáṃ́̀ ] exc. alas! Etym: Dɛndi: 

jaÖm 
gyam kɛ ...-a  vt. denigrate 

Gyama  [gyámà] sn. German. Etym: 
Dɛndi: dyàmáá 

gyã  n. sickness, illness. Etym: Dɛndi: 
jántè 

gyã kɛ  vt. ill (be); sick (be) 
gyã ... were/kɛ ̃...-a  vi. recover 
gyãgɛw̃ɛt̃ɛ  [gyãgɛw̃ɛ ̃ tɛ  ] n. epidemic 
gyãpɛ  [gyãpɛ]̀ n. sickbed 
gyãre  n. sick person 
gyãresɛbɔ  [gyãresɛ  bɔ]̀ n. stretcher 

gyãwãn  [gyãẁãŋ̣́̀] n/adv. underworld, 
place of spirits of the dead 

gyãwãnde  n. ghost, spirit of dead 
person 

gyãwãnkãni  [gyãẁãŋ̣́̀kã ni] n. tree 
species 

gyɔfɔrɔ  [gyɔf̀ɔ rɔ]̀ n. foreskin. Etym: 
Dɛndi: jɔf̀ɔ lɔ ̀

gyɔfɔrɔde  n. uncircumcised person 
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H  -  h 
 
haba  [hábà] exc. expression of surprise. 

Etym: Dɛndi: hábá 
Habila  [hàbílà] sn. Abel. Etym: Arabic 
Haruna  [hárúnà] sn. Aaron. Etym: 

Arabic 
Hawau  [hàwáù] sn. Eve. Etym: Dɛndi: 

Hawa (Arabic) 
Hazara  [hazarà] sn. Hagar. Etym: 

Arabic 
hee  [héè] exc. hey! Etym: Dɛndi: héè 
hɛɛ̃  [hɛ ̃ ɛ  ] n. growl. Etym: Dɛndi: hééní 

hɛɛ̃ kɛ  vt. growl 
hũ̃̀u  [hṃ́̀ṃ́̀ ] n. growl, snarl 

hũ̃̀u kɛ (...-a)  vt. growl (at), snarl 
(at) 

I  -  i 
 
-i1  [ì] pp. near, around, after. Variant: 

yĩ 
-i2  [í] part. purpose suffix 
i1  ['i] vt. produce, bear 

i ...-nɛ  vt. produce for, bear for 
igɔrɔ  ['igɔrɔ] n. day of birth 
ina  ['inà] n. birth 
— aadj. birthing, bred 

i2  ['i] vi. pass the night 
— n. sleep 

i ... dɛdɛ  vt. tired (be) 
i o  vt. sleep 
i tɛ ̃ vt. deny sleep 
ibɛñɛ  [ibɛ ̃ nɛ  ] n. vigil 
ibɛñɛ kɛ  vt. vigilant (be) 
idekũ dɛdɛ  ['idèkŋ̣́ ̣́] vt. nod from 

sleep 
iki  ['iki] n. place to sleep 
ikɔñɔ ga  ['ikɔ̃ǹɔ ̀gá] n. snore 
i'ori  [i'òrì] n. sleeper 
itɛ ̃ ['itɛ ̃ ] n. denial of sleep, vigil, 

watch 

itɛ ̃kɛ  vt. keep vigil, stay alert 
iwɛza  ['iwɛza] n. stupor 
iwɛza da ...-nɛ  vt. stupefy 

í  ['í] n. 1) water, liquid. 2) ray. 
3) taste 

í baba  vt. get thin 
í bo  vt. produce water, leak 
í da  vt. fish 
í da ...-la  vt. flood 
í dã  vt. draw water (from pot) 
í dãdã  vt. fishing (waiting by water) 
í dɛ  vt. soak 
í dɔ  vt. produce honey 
í fɔ ̃ vt. leak 
í ká ...-nɛ  vt. water 
i kɛ  vt. taste 
í kú ...-a  vt. rinse body 
í kpá  vt. 1) swim. 2) blister 
í la  vt. request interest as sacrifice 
í pɛt́ɛ  vt. cascade 
í sɛ ́ vt. drunk (be) 
í si ...-a  vt. perspire, sweat 
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í sí  vt. absorb water 
í tɔ ́ vt. fetch water 
íbazɛ  ['íbàzɛ  ] n. channel 
íbã  ['íbã] n. kingfisher 
íboki  n. leak 
íde  aadj. watery 
ídɛri  [ídɛr̀ì] n. drunkard 
ífaru  ['ífárú] n. diluted porridge 
ígãsɛ ̃ ['ígã sã]̀ n. coast 
íkaki  ['íkáki] n. pond, water 

receptacle 
íkatɛki  [íkátɛ  ki] n. puddle 
íkpaatɛri  ['íkpààtɛr̀ì] n. drink waiter 
íkpaki  [íkpáki] n. swimming place 
íkpari  ['íkpàrì] n. swimmer 
íluku  ['íluku] n. mist 
ími  ['ími] n. thirst 
ími ... dɛ  vt. thirsty (be) 
ímibɔ  ['ímibɔ]̀ n. cup, glass 
ímidɛri  ['ímidɛr̀ì] n. thirsty person 
ímiki  ['ímiki] n. drinking place 
ímina  ['íminà] n. drink 
ínna  ['ín ̣́a] aadj. bright 
ípaka  ['ípáká] n. ripple, wave 
ípalɛ  ['ípàlɛ  ] n. bathing place 
ípɛtɛki  ['ípɛ  tɛ  ki] n. waterfall 
ísarara  ['ísarara] n. shallow water 
ísari aadj. waterless 
ísãmpuswɛt̃ɛ  ['ísãmpúswɛt̃ɛ  ] n. plant 

species 
ísei  ['ísèí] n. fluid, lymph 
ísɛ ̃ ['ísɛ ̃ ] n. spring water 
ísɛb̃oki  ['ísɛ ̃ boki] n. spring 
ísimma  ['ísíṃ́ á] n. sweat, 

perspiration 
ísimma wara  vt. wipe sweat 
ísimmawarabɔ  [ísiṃ́ áwàrábɔ]̀ n. 

handkerchief 
ísira ['ísíra] n. sea, ocean 
ísira bara  adv. overseas 
ísirabaradenɔ  ['ísírabaradenɔ] n. 

overseas people 
ísira'i  ['ísíra'í] n. sea water 
ísiralɛ  ['ísiralɛ  ] adv. seaside, 

seashore 
ísiralɛ bùsu'atɛ ̃ n. sand of seashore 
ísiralɛdenɔ  ['ísíralɛ  denɔ] n. 

coastland people 
ísiratagatari  ['ísíratagatàrì] n. ocean 

trader 
ísɔ ̃ ['ísɔ̃ ] n. water current 
ísɔk̃ɛna  ['ísɔ̃ kɛnà] n. rapids, rushing 

water 
ísɔp̃ɛtɛna  ['ísɔ̃ pɛ  tɛ  nà] n. waterfall 
ítɛnɔbɔ  ['ítɛ  nɔb̀ɔ]̀ n. water animal 
ítɛ'ɔñdɔ ̃ [ítɛ  'ɔ̃ ndɔ]̃ n. water skill 
ítɔki  ['ítɔ ki] n. water supply 
ítɔtɔna  ['ítɔ tɔ nà] n. dripping water 
ítɔ(tɔ)ri  ['ítɔt̀ɔr̀ì] n. water fetcher 
ítu  ['ítú] n. water depths 
íwa  ['íwá] adj. watery 
íwisi  ['íwìsí] n. bubbles, wake 
ízɛ  ['ízɛ  ] n. 1) stream. 2) gutter 
ízɛki  ['ízɛki] n. dam, reservoir 

ìba  ['ìbà] n. follower, disciple 
ìbakɛ  ['ìbàkɛ] n. discipleship 

Ibadã  ['ìbàdã]̀ sn. Ibadan 
ibɛrɛ  ['íbɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. enemy. Etym: Dɛndi: 

ìbár 
ibɛrɛ kpá/sɛ ́kũ ...-o  vt. enemies 

with (make) 
ibɛrɛmidɛri  ['íbɛr̀ɛm̀ìdɛr̀ì] n. 

peacemaker 
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Ibilisi  ['íbìlìsì] sn. Satan, Devil, n, 
discord. Etym: Dɛndi: Ìblììsì 

Ibrahĩ  ['ìbráhi ̃]̀ sn. Abraham. Etym: 
Arabic 

ifã  ['ifã]̀ n. sun. Variant: ifãntɛ ̃
ifãboki  ['ifãb̀oki] n. east 
ifãbokikpadenɔ  ['ifãb̀okikpadenɔ] n. 

eastern people 
ifãlɛtɛ  ['ifãl̀ɛ  tɛ  ] n. west 
ifãlɛtɛkpadenɔ  ['ifãl̀ɛ  tɛ  kpadenɔ] n. 

western people 
ifãntɛ ̃ ['ifãǹtɛ ̃ ] n. 1) sun. Variant: ifã. 

2) burrowing snake. It shines like 
the sun 

ifãntɛ ̃gbɛñna  n. black ant 
ifãntɛb̃ona  ['ifãǹtɛ ̃ bonà] n. sunrise 
ifãntɛg̃bɔ ̃ ['ifãǹtɛ ̃ gbɔ̃]̀ n. sulphur 
ifãntɛg̃omia  ['ifãǹtɛ ̃ gomìà] n. mid 

afternoon 
ífĩni  ['ífĩní] n. common fly 

ífĩnida  ['ífĩnída] n. blowfly 
Ige  ['ígè] sn. girl born after many boys 
igo  ['ìgo] n. earthworm. Syn: ĩɔni 
Iko  ['ìkó] sn. Lagos 
iko  ['íkò] n. authority. Etym: Hausa 

iko kɛ ...-a  vt. command 
iko mɔ ...-nɛ  vt. command 
ikode  n. official 
ikokɛ  ['íkòkɛ] n. power, authority 
ikokɛki  ['íkòkɛki] n. sphere of 

authority 
ikoki  n. place of authority 
Ikopinkide  ['íkòpíŋkíde] sn. 

Almighty 

ikoyãdari  ['íkòñádàrì] n. law-
abiding person 

ikoyãdarisari  n. lawlessness 
ikoyãdarisaride  n. lawless person 

Ilia  ['ilià] sn. Elijah 
Ìlo  ['ìlò] sn. Illo 
Ilorĩ  ['ìlòri ̃]̀ sn. Ilorin 
India  ['índìà] sn. India. Etym: Dɛndi: 

Indiya 
Ingila  ['íngìlà] sn. Ingil, Gospel, New 

Testament. Etym: Arabic 
Inusa  ['ínúsà] sn. Jonah. Etym: Arabic 
inzĩ  ['ínzi ̃]̀ n. motor. Etym: English 
iromini  ['íròmìnì] n. skink 

iromini tɛr̃a  n. red skink 
Isa  ['ísá] sn. Issa, Jesus. Syn: Yesu. 

Etym: Arabic 
Isaaku  ['ísáákù] sn. Isaac. Etym: 

Arabic 
ísam pá  ['ísáṃ́ ] vt. blow fanfare 

(trumpet) 
Isaraila  ['isarailà] sn. Israel, Israelite. 

Syn: Isire 
Isau  ['isaù] sn. Esau. Etym: English 
ísi  ['ísí] adj. unripe, green 
Isire  ['ísírɛ]̀ sn. Israel. Syn: Isaraila. 

Etym: English 
Itali  ['italì] sn. Italy. Etym: Englsh 
iwɛza  ['iwɛ  za] n. obscurity 

iwɛza kɛ  vt. obscure (be), wane 
(moon) 

iwɛza sari  adv. clear 

ĩa 
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Ĩ  -  ĩ 
 
ĩa  ['i ̃ á] n. 1) wind, air. 2) cold. 

3) madness 
ĩa dã  vt. show-off, boast 
ĩa ... dɛ  vt. cold (be) 
ĩa gá  vt. draw breath, hear rumour 
ĩa ká  vt. pump, blow up 
ĩa ... ká ...-a  vi. go insane 
ĩa ... kɛ ̃...-a  vt. sane (become) 
ĩa kútɛ ...-a  vt. overcome by fever 

(be) 
ĩa mi  vt. breathe fresh air 
ĩa vú  vt. blow air 
ĩa yá  vt. fan air 
ĩadãbɔ  ['i ̃ ádã bɔ]̀ n. boast, pride, 

glory 
ĩadãri  ['i ̃ ádãr̀ì] n. show-off, bragger 
ĩade  n. madman 
ĩatã  ['i ̃ átã]̀ n. fan 

ĩam pá  ['i ̃ áṃ́ ] vt. 1) air. 2) rest, have 

break 
ĩampaki  ['i ̃ áṃ́ páki] n. rest, relief 
ĩampuru  ['i ̃ áṃ́ púrù] n. 

1) harmattan. 2) grass 
ĩampurugɔrɔ  ['i ̃ áṃ́ púrùgɔrɔ] n. cold 

season 
ĩna  ['i ̃ na] n. pain 

ĩna da ...-a vt. cause pain/trouble to 
ĩni1  ['i ̃ ní] adj. disagreeable 

— adv. disagreeably 
ĩni kɛ ...-o  vt. disagree with 

ĩni2  [i ̃ ni] pr. you will (Sg.) 
ĩnigɔ ̃ [i ̃ nigɔ]̃ pr. you will always 

(Sg.) 
ĩnisun  [i ̃ nisúŋ ̣́] pr. you must 

ĩɔni  ['ĩɔǹí] n. earthworm. Syn: igo. 
Etym: Dɛndi: nóóní 

K  -  k 
 
ká1  vi. 1) arrive, attain, worthy of (be). 

2) swell. 3) produce 
— vt. 1) pour. 2) install. 3) curse 

ká ...-gu vi. please. Syn: kɛ ...-nɛ 
ká ...-i  vi. impose 
ká í tɛ ́ vt. 1) put in water. 

2) weaken, past help (be) 
ká kína ũ/kpatan  vt. install on 

throne 
ká ...-la  vt. cover 
ká ...-nɛ  vi. please. Syn: ká ...-gu 

ká tãnaa  vt. curse in idol's name 
kábɔ  [kábɔ]̀ n. receptacle 
kábura  [kábúra] n. Spring, early 

rains 
kábura bú  n. mound made at first 

rains 
káburagɔrɔ  [kábúragɔrɔ] n. 

Springtime 
kágɔrɔ  [kágɔrɔ] n. arrival (time) 
kagura kɛ  [kágurà] vt. hem in, 

besiege 

ĩam paÆ 
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káka  [káká] vt. pack, stop up, force-
feed 
— vi. swell, blow up 

káka ...-i  vi. blow against 
kákagyãkɛri  [kákágyãkɛr̀ì] n. 

suffering from oedema 
kákakaka  [kákákáká] vt. pack many 
kákaki  [kákáki] n. storeroom 
kakara  [kákara] vi. gather, unite 
— vt. gather together 

kakara ...-i  vi. gather around, 
surround 
— vt. gather around 

kakara kũ ...-o  vi. associate with 
kakayɛrɛ  [kákáyɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. poison ivy 
káki  [káki] n. 1) receptacle. 

2) arrival (place), achievement 
káki e  vt. show superiority over 
kakɔt̃ɛ  [kákɔt̃ɛ  ] vi. mixed up (be) 
— vt. mix up 

kakũn  [kákŋ̣́ŋ̣́] vi. tangled, crippled, 
doubled up 
— vt. entangle 

kakũnna  [kákŋ̣́ṇà] padj. tangled, 
distressed 

kátɛ  [kátɛ  ] vi. placed (be) 
— vt. put, place, found 

kátɛ ...-i  vi. surround 
kàtɛbɔnɔ  [kátɛ  bɔǹɔ] n. foundations 
kátɛkatɛ  vi. settle 
— vt. settle 

kátɛki  [kátɛ  ki] n. storeroom 
katɛri  [kàtɛ  rì] n. founder 

ká2  n. crab 
kà  n. arrow 

kà gba  vt. put poison on arrow 

kà gésede  n. barbed arrow 
kà zu  vt. shoot arrow 
kà lɛ ́...-nɛ  vt. shoot animal from 

behind 
kàgba  [kàgba] n. poison arrow 
kàlɛ  [kàlɛ  ] n. arrow tip 
kàsãde  [kàsã de] n. arrow with barbs 
kàtaka  [kàtákà] n. arrow with one 

barb 
kàtoro  [kàtóró] n. arrow shaft 
kàwɛ  [kàwɛ  ] n. arrowhead without 

shaft 
kàzulɛtɛki  [kàzulɛ  tɛ  ki] n. bowshot 
kàzuri  [kàzùrì] n. archer 

káaku  [káákú] aadj. first, former 
— adv. early 

káakude  n. first 
káakukaaku  adv. very early 
káakupɔ  [káákúpɔ ] n. first one 

Kaama  [kaàmá] sn. 1) name of 
territorial spirit. 2) Kaiama 

káara  [káárá] n. complaint, report, 
charge 

káara kɛ  vt. sue, complain 
káara kpá  vt. charge formally 

kaasuu  [kààsúú] n. cashew 
kaawibã  [káàwíbã] n. dark flying 

insect that moves on water. 
Variant: káàwíbãṇ́́a 

kabosi  [kàbósì] n. pawpaw. Etym: 
Dɛndi: káábóósì 

kafɔ ̃ [káfɔ]̃ n. tree species 
kai  [káì] exc. hey. Etym: Dɛndi: kààrí 
kaka  [kàká] n. fig species 

kakanɛ'inkua  [kàkánɛ  'iŋ̣́ ̣́kùà] n. fig 
species 
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kakapura  [kàkápúra] n. fig species 
kakare  [kakaré] n. ground squirrel 

kakare límusu  n. sun squirrel 
kakatɛ  [kákatɛ  ~kàkàtɛ  ] vi. destroyed 

(be), perish 
— vt. destroy 

kakatɛri  [kàkàtɛ  rì] n. destroyer 
káko  [kákó] n. insect species 
kakoro  [kakorò] n. tree species 
kakɔs̃ɛ  [kákɔs̃ɛ  ] n. insect species 
kàkũ  [kàkŋ̣́̀] n. sputum, phlegm 

kàkũ kɛ  vt. expectorate 
Kalale  [kàlàlé] sn. Kalale 
kali  n. blunder, mistake 

kali kɛ ̃ vt. mistake (make) 
kalia  [kàlíà] n. bird species 
kalomi  [kalomì] n. large hoe 
kámaza  [kámázá] n. contribution 

kámaza kɛ  vt. contribute 
Kambari  [kámbárí] sn. Kambari. Syn: 

sɛɛ́ ́
kámma  [káṃá] n. rest 

kámma bo  vt. rest, stop work 
kámmabogɔrɔ  [káṃabogɔrɔ] n. rest 

day, Sabbath 
kámmaboki  [káṃáboki] n. resting 

place 
kámpɛ  [kámpɛ  ] n. underpants 
kanda  [kàndá] n. reed species 
kanti  [kantí] n. large shop, canteen. 

Etym: English 
kàpa  [kàpà] n. long grass, straw 

kàpa kpá  vt. draw straws/lots 
kàpapu  [kàpàpú] n. species of long 

grass 

kápu  [kápú] n. cap for cartridge. Etym: 
English 

kara1  [kàra] vi. added (be), increase 
— vt. add, exalt 

karana  [kàranà] n. addition 
— aadj. uplifting, encouraging 

karana kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. encourage, 
benefit 

karana le  vt. get increase 
kara2  [kárà] n. fence, enclosure, pen, 

garden. Etym: Dɛndi: kàkà 
kara kpá  vt. build enclosure 
karade  n. gardener 
karalɛ  [káràlɛ  ] n. enclosure gate 

kàra  [kàrà] n. fried cake, fritter 
Karabande  [kàràbánde] sn. Karabonde 
karaga  [kàrágà] n. bed or bench made 

from bamboo 
kàrakara  [kàràkàrà] adv. clean. 

Variant: kàsakasa 
karambaani  [kàràmbàaní] n. 

impudence, insolence. Etym: Dɛndi: 
kàràmbàànì 

karambaanide  n. impudent person, 
insolent person 

kárankaran  [káráŋ̣́ ̣́káráŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. 
completely finished, rare 

kararawa  [kàrarawá] n. bell. Etym: 
Hausa 

Kare  [karè] sn. Kali. Busa village 
káre  [káré] n. cobra 

káre sira  n. black spitting cobra 
káre pura  n. cobra species 
kárefufutɛ ̃ [káréfufutɛ ̃ ] n. Egyptian 

cobra 
kari  [kárì] n. danger 
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kari dɔ ...-a  vt. expose to danger 
kari kɛ  vt. in danger (be) 

karia  [káríà] n. luggage carrier. Etym: 
English 

karimi  n. big hoe 
karo1  n. 1) peg. 2) step in well. 

3) swollen spleen 
karo2  [karò] n. wages, salary. Syn: 

làada 
karo sí  vt. receive wages 

káro  [káró] n. broken glass 
karozĩni  [karozi ̃ nì] n. kerosene. Etym: 

English 
karu  [kàrú] n. whitewash, polystyrene 

karu ma  vt. whitewash 
karua  [kárùà] n. prostitute. Etym: 

Hausa 
karua kɛ  vt. prostitute oneself 

kasa1  [kása] n. potash 
kasa báasa  vt. concentrate potash 
kasa tɔ ̃...-a  vt. add potash to 

kasa2  [kàsá] n. yam disease 
kasa3  n. rag. Variant: pɔḱasa 
kása1  [kásá] vt. mould, form 
kása2  [kásá] n. scabies. Etym: Dɛndi: 

kásámá 
kàsa  [kàsà] n. deforestation. Syn: 

kpase 
kàsa kɛ ̃ vt. clear new field 
kàsagbɛ  [kàsàgbɛ]̀ n. cleared area 
kàsapli  [kàsàplí] n. long grass 

species 
kàsapuu  [kàsàpúú] n. grass species 

kàsakasa  [kàsàkàsà] adv. 1) clean. 
2) hurriedly. Variant: kàrakara 

kasakɛ ...-ro  vi. not take long 
kasara  [kàsàra] adv. powerfully 
kàsara  [kàsàrà] adj. rough, mature, 

ageing 
kàsara kú  vt. mature 

kase  [kàsé] c. so. Etym: Hausa 
kaso1  n. toad 

kasozari  [kasozàrì] n. tree frog 
kaso2  [kàsó] vi. chip, crack 

— vt. chip, crack 
— n. broken piece, chip 

kataaru  [kàtàárù] n. kitchen 
katanga  [kàtàŋgá] n. high wall. Etym: 

Dɛndi: kàtàngà 
kati  [kátì] n. card 

kati pá  vt. play cards 
kati zu  vt. vote 
katipari  [kátìpàrì] n. card player 
katizuri  [kátìzùrì] n. voter 

kàtikati  [kàtìkàtì] adv. rough, spiky 
katonkaton  [kàtoŋ̣́kàtoŋ̣́] adj. 

sparsely seeded 
— adv. sparsely seeded 

kaya  [káya] n. foot-itch, hookworm 
kazikia  [kázikià] n. morning after high 

point of festival 
kã1  [kã ] vi. tight, sated 

— vt. tighten 
kã ...-nɛ ... sãn  vt. whisper in ear 
kãna  [kã nà] adj. fat 

kã2  [kã ] n. 1) hair, feather. 2) strong 
spirit, disposition 

kã zɔz̃ɔ ̃ vt. shear 
kã dɛ  vt. discourage 
kã futɛ  vt. 1) tease hair. 2) pluck 
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feathers 
kã ga  vi. discouraged 
kã natɛ  vt. cringe 
kãde  aadj. hairy 
kãgbãnade  [kã gbã nade] n. strong 

spirited 
kãgbãnakɛ  [kã gbã nakɛ] n. strength 

of spirit 
kãakãanna  [kãàkãàn ̣́á] n. pied crow 
kãao  [kã àò] pr. with him/her 

kãao  [kã aò] pr. with him/her (Log.) 
kãáo  [kã áò] pr. with you (Pl.) 
kãi  [kã í] n. athleticism, fitness 
Kãibɛ  [kãì́bɛ] sn. Old Dogongari 
kãkãki  [kãk̀ãk̀í] n. trumpet. Etym: 

Dɛndi: kààkààcí 
kãkãki pɛ ́ vt. blow trumpet 
kãkãki'ũ  [kãk̀ãk̀í'ŋ̣́ ̣́] n. trumpet blast 
kãkãkipɛri  [kãk̀ãk̀ípɛr̀ì] n. trumpeter 

kãmantaru  [kãm̀àntàrú] n. small 
fishing net 

kã̃̀ngoro  [kãŋ̀gòrò] n. bat 
kãngure  [kãŋ̀gúre] n. millipede 
kãni1  [kãní] adj. near 

— adv. near, close 
kãnikãni  adv. very close 
kãnikɛ  n. closeness 
kãninle  padj. rather close 

kãni2  [kã ní] n. small tree species 
kãni'ɔ  [kã ní'ɔ ] n. gum 

kãnka  [kãŋ̀ká] n. purlin 
kãnto  [kã nto] adv. suddenly 
kãsã  [kãs̀ã ] vt. tear, scratch 

kãsãkãsã  [kãs̀ã kãs̀ã ] vt. tear to 
pieces 

kãtã  [kã tã ] n. navel 
kãwã  [kã wã ] n. potash 

kãwã zónto  n. pillar of potash 
ke1  c. or 

ke ... gwɛɛ  c. perhaps 
ke tó  c. or if 
kesɔ ̃ [kesɔ]̃ c. or else, otherwise 

ke2  sadj. certain, particular, any 
kenɔ  [kenɔ]̀ sadj. some 

kepu  [kèpú] n. grass species (like 
papyrus) 

kete  [keté] adj. small piece of 
ketede  aadj. having small pieces 
ketekete  adv. in small pieces 

kezi [kézì] n. bird-cage. Etym: English 
-kɛ  part. abstract marker. Noun affix 
kɛ  vi. be 

— vt. do, make 
kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. do for/to 
kɛ ...-nɛ/-a zĩ ũ  vi. difficult for 

someone (be) 
kɛ gbãsĩ  vi. dirty 
kɛ lɛɛlɛ  vi. together (do), cooperate 
kɛ pɔḱe ũro  vt. denigrate 
kɛ kɔ ̃gbɛ ̃... ũ  vi. friends (be) 
kɛbɔ  [kɛbɔ]̀ n. substance 
kɛgɔrɔ  n. time of doing 
kɛkɛ  vi. do again 
— vt. 1) prepare, repair, fix up. 
2) deceive, mislead, raise hope 

kɛ ̃̀kɛri  [kɛk̀ɛr̀ì] n. repairer 
kɛkɔñɛ  [kɛkɔñɛ]̀ vt. do for each other 
kɛmmazĩ'ũ  [kɛṃ́ ázĩ'ṃ] n. apathy 
kɛna  [kɛnà] n. conduct, disposition 
kɛna kɛ  vt. usual behaviour (do) 
kɛnnakũkɔõ  [kɛn ̣́akŋ̣́ ̣́kɔõ̀] n. 
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fellowship, peace 
kɛ ̃̀otokɔñɛ  [kɛò̀tòkɔñɛ]̀ n. custom. 

Etym: kɛ-̀ò-tò-kɔñɛ 'do and leave to 
each other' 

kɛ ̃̀ri  [kɛr̀ì] n. doer, maker, creator 
kɛfɛnna  [kɛf̀ɛ  n ̣́á] n. youth, adolescent 

kɛfɛn ble  [kɛ  fɛ  ṃ́ ] vt. act as youth 
kɛf́ɛnnakɛ  [kɛf̀ɛ  n ̣́ákɛ] n. 

youthfulness 
kɛfɛnnakɛgɔrɔ  [kɛf̀ɛ  n ̣́ákɛgɔrɔ] n. 

time of youth 
kɛkɛ  [kɛk̀ɛ  ] n. 1) bicycle. 2) spindle. 

3) sewing machine 
kɛkɛ saka  n. bicycle fork 
kɛkɛde  n. cyclist 

kɛḱɛkɛkɛ  [kɛ  kɛ  rɛ  kɛ  ] adv. stocky, short 
and broad 

kɛntu  [kɛǹtú] n. sexually transmitted 
disease (STD). Etym: Dɛndi: kyèntú 

kɛntu pura  n. gonorrhoea 
kɛntu tɛr̃a  n. bilharzia 
kɛntude  n. having STD 

kɛrɛ  n. 1) large calabash. 2) chant, 
psalm. 3) chanter, bard 

kɛrɛ kɛkɛ  vt. flatter, praise 
kɛrɛ kore  n. calabash cup 
kɛrɛ lɛ ́ vt. chanting in group, 

praising 
kɛrɛ lɛ ́zu  vt. chant (one person) 
kɛrɛlɛri  [kɛrɛlɛr̀ì] n. chanter, bard 

Kɛrɛi  sn. Kere 
kɛ ̃̀rɛkɛrɛ  [kɛr̀ɛk̀ɛr̀ɛ]̀ adv. 1) agitated, in 

a frenzy. 2) impartially 
kɛrubu  [kɛrubù] n. cherub. Etym: 

English 
kɛ1̃  [kɛ ̃ ] n. cheek 

kɛw̃a  [kɛ ̃ wá] n. jaw bone 
kɛ2̃  [kɛ ̃ ] vi. tear, separate 

— vt. tear, separate, write, harvest 
kɛ ̃...-a  vt. remove from 
— vi. leave, withdraw from 

kɛ ̃kùo  vt. bump against, break 
through crowd 

kɛ ̃...-nɛ  vt. forgive 
kɛk̃ɛ ̃ [kɛ ̃ kɛ ̃ ] vt. break up, tear up 
kɛk̃ɔr̃ɛ  [kɛ ̃ kɔr̃ɛ  ] vt. separate 
kɛ(̃kɛ)̃kɔã  [kɛ ̃ (kɛ ̃ )kɔã̀] vi. 

1) separate from, clear (become). 
2) heal 
— vt. 1) separate. 2) heal 

kɛk̃ɛk̃ɔr̃ɛ  [kɛ ̃ kɛ ̃ kɔr̃ɛ  ] vt. tear apart 
kɛñdo  [kɛ ̃ ndo] num. nine. Etym: kɛ-̃

do-kuri 'take 1 (from) 10' 
kɛñdode  aadj. ninth 

kɛr̃ɛ  [kɛ ̃ rɛ  ] vt. trim 
-ki  part. place of. Syn: kĩnaa 
kí  n. chief, king 

kí ble  vt. rule, reign 
kí ble ...-a  vt. rule over 
kíbã  [kíbã] n. kingfisher 
kíbɛ  [kíbɛ] n. king 
kíblegba  [kíblegbà] n. throne 
kíblegɔrɔ  [kíblegɔrɔ] n. reign 
kíbleki  [kíbleki] n. dominion 
kíbleri  [kíblèrì] n. ruler 
kíble'uta  [kíble'ùtá] n. royal robe 
kíbusu  [kíbùsù] n. kingdom (land) 
kífura  [kífùrà] n. crown 
kígɔrɔsuppla ble  [kígɔrɔsúṕ̣la] vt. 

reign briefly 
kígyã  n. smallpox 
kí'ina  [kí'inà] n. royal breeding 
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kíkɛ  [kíkɛ] n. royalty, majesty 
kíkɛgakuri  [kíkɛgakúrí] n. majestic 

glory 
kíkɛgo  [kíkɛgò] n. sceptre 
kíkɛyã  n. royal affairs/deeds 
kíkpaasi  [kíkpààsì] n. vice-president 
kína  [kíná] n. king, chief 
kínabɛ  [kínábɛ] n. palace 
kínabɛdenɔ  n. king's household 
kínabɛgwari  [kínábɛgwàrì] n. 

palace administrator 
kínakɛ  [kínákɛ] n. kingship 
kínanɛ  [kínánɛ  ] n. king's child 
kínanɔ kpère  [kínánɔkpèrè] n. okra 

species 
kínɛ  [kínɛ  ] n. prince, noble 
kíwisa  [kíwísa] n. elephant. Syn: 

wisa 
kifiri  [kìfìrí] n. unbeliever. Etym: 

Dɛndi: kafara (Arabic) 
kikii  [kìkíi] n. sieve 
kiloo  [kílóò] cn. 1) kilogram. 

2) kilometre 
— n. scales. Etym: English 

kiloo yɔ ̃ vt. weigh 
kimɔ  [kímɔ]̀ n. stirrup 
kipa  [kìpá] vi. 1) descend, come down. 

2) stay with, lodge 
— vt. 1) bring down. 2) receive at 
one's home 

kipa ...-a  vi. stay with someone 
kipaki  [kìpáki] n. lodging, inn 
kipakide  n. inn-keeper 

kiri  [kírì] n. tree species. Variant: tiri 
kírikpaakũ  [kíríkpaakŋ̣́ ̣́] n. chameleon 

kírikpaakũbã  [kíríkpaakṃ́ bã] n. 

golden oriole 
Kirisi  [kírísì] sn. Christ. Syn: 

Arumasihu. Etym: English 
kiro [kìro] n. antimony, eye-shadow. 

Etym: Dɛndi: cìraw 
kirokpɛ  [kìrokpɛ  ] n. eye-shadow 

tube 
kisira  [kìsìrá] n. calamity resulting 

from evil done 
kisirade  aadj. calamitous 

kita  [kítà] n. aardvark 
kìti pá  [kìtì] vt. trample 
kítikiti  [kítíkílí] adv. calm 
kĩa  [ki ̃ á] vt. demote, humble oneself 

kĩa ...-a  vi. lack 
kĩa ...-i  vi. inferior to (be), fall short 

of 
kĩaki  [ki ̃ áki] n. unprotected place 
kĩana  [ki ̃ ánà] aadj. inferior, lacking 

kĩnaa  [kĩnáa] pp. place. Syn: ki 
kĩni1  n. noise 

kĩni kɛ  vt. noise (make) 
kĩni ... dɔ  vt. produce a noise 
kĩni da ...-la  vt. racket (make) 

kĩni2  [ki ̃ nì] n. fireplace, hearth 
kĩnigbɛ  [ki ̃ nìgbɛ]̀ n. hearth-stone 

kĩnna  [kĩṇa] vt. harm, injure 
— vi. harmed (be), injured (be) 

ko  n. chicken 
koda  n. hen 
kolɛzuo  [kolɛ  zuò] adv. at cock-crow 
konɛ  [konɛ  ] n. chick 
konɛgbĩni  [konɛ  gbi ̃ǹì] n. hen egg 
konɔ'imi  [konɔ'̀ími] n. water lettuce 
kosa  [kosà] n. 1) cock. 2) chicken 

lice 
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kó  part. enquiring question marker 
koa  [kòá] n. laterite. Syn: gbɛ ̃̀tɛr̃a 

koatiti  [kòátítí] n. red face powder 
kobi  [kòbí] n. women's dance 
kodo  n. local vodka 
kofĩni  [kòfi ̃ nì] n. male goat. Syn: 

blèkofĩni 
kogba  [kogbá] n. hand stiffness 
kokari  [kòkárí] n. effort. Syn: ania. 

Etym: Dɛndi: kòòkárì 
kokari kɛ  vt. try hard 
kokaride  n. trier, industrious person 

kokɛ ̃ [kokɛ ̃ ~kokã]̀ vt. pilfer. Syn: fĩnti 
bo 

koko  [kòkó] vi. bend over, roll up 
— vt. roll up 

kokokoko  [kòkókòkó] vi. roll up 
(many) 
— vt. roll up (many) 

kokona  [kòkónà] adj. rolled up 
kóko  [kókó] n. thin porridge. Etym: 

Dɛndi: kóókó 
kókoro  [kókóró] n. weaver's beam 
kokoroko  adv. dry and light (like old 

carcass) 
kòkoroko  [kòkòròkò] adv. bent over, 

greatly curved 
kokũkokũ  [kokŋ̣́̀kokŋ̣́̀] adv. 

overlapping 
koma  [kòmá] n. sickle 
komani  [komání] n. 1) grass padding 

(for house). 2) praying mantis 
kombo'i  [kòmbo'ì] adv. bent over 

double 
konko  [kóŋkò] n. tin 

— cn. tin of. Etym: Dɛndi: kónkò 
konkoma  [kóŋkómà] n. 1) dance 

music. 2) dance band 
konkoma lɛ ́ vt. play band 
konkoma wã  vt. dance to band 

music 
konkomade  n. band musician 

konta  [kòntá] n. sickle like scraper for 
calabash 

kontigi  [kòntígì] n. native guitar made 
from a tin. Etym: Dɛndi: kùntíjì 

kooma  [kòomà] n. sickle. Etym: Dɛndi: 
kóómà 

koosa  [kóósà] n. nail. Etym: Dɛndi: 
kúúsà 

kopi  [kòpí] vt. accomplish 
kopirirsari  [kòpìrìsàrí] n. 

unproductive person 
kore  n. shin 

korewa  [korewá] n. shin-bone 
kori [kòri] adj. 1) empty. 2) dry 

— n. emptiness, dryness 
kori kɛ  vt. dry 
kori kũ  vt. dry (become) 
kori kakara  vt. dry 
korinle  padj. rather arid/dry 

kóro  [kóró] n. horned owl 
kórohũhũ  [kórohṃ́̀hṃ́̀ ] n. eagle-owl 

koso  n. knee 
koso kútɛ  vt. discouraged (be) 
kosobata  [kosobátà] n. kneecap 

kósondi  [kósóndí] n. partition 
koti  [kòtí] vi. twist, crooked (be) 

koti ká ...-i  vt. scramble for, against 
someone (be) 

kotina  [kòtínà] adj. crooked, twisted 
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koto  n. flake, scraping off pot 
kòto  [kòtò] n. 1) throat. 2) voice 

kòto ... na  vi. hoarse (be) 
kòto kɛkɛ  vt. clear throat 
kòtogbãna  [kòtògbã na] n. windpipe 
kòto'ide  [kòtò'íde] n. greedy for good 

food 
kòtoka  [kòtòkà] n. Adam's apple 

kòtokoto  [kòtòkòtò] adv. very old 
Kotonu  [kòtònú] sn. Cotonou 
kɔ  n. tree species 
kɔ̃̀1  adv. already, not yet (if negative). 

Etym: Dɛndi: kòòkò 
kɔ̃̀2  n. 1) cluster. 2) wart 
kɔ̃̀3  n. secret power, influence 

kɔ̃̀ ɛ ́ vt. break power 
kɔ̃̀ ... ga  vi. ineffective (become) 

kɔbɔ  [kɔbɔ]̀ cn. penny 
kɔfi  [kɔfí] n. coffee. Etym: English 
kɔgɔkɔgɔ  adv. sparsely seeded 
kɔkɔ  [kɔk̀ɔ] vt. scratch 
kɔ̃̀kɔ  [kɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. insect 

kɔ̃̀kɔbiri  [kɔk̀ɔb̀ìrì] n. maggot 
kɔ̃̀kɔkpãni  [kɔk̀ɔk̀pã ní] n. soft corn 
kɔ̃̀kɔtɛbai [kɔk̀ɔt̀ɛ  báì] n. firefly 
kɔ̃̀kɔtɛñna  [kɔk̀ɔt̀ɛ ̃ n ̣́á] n. red ant 
kɔ̃̀kɔyukude  [kɔk̀ɔỳùkúde] n. beetle 

kɔkɔkɔ  [kɔk̀ɔ kɔ ] adv. slowly. Syn: 
tɛɛnɛ 

kɔ̃̀kɔsɔ  [kɔk̀ɔs̀ɔ]̀ n. strainer, long 
woven sieve. Etym: Dɛndi: kòkòsò 

kɔ̃̀kɔsɔ kɛ  vt. filter, strain 
kɔ̃̀kɔtɔ  [kɔk̀ɔt̀ɔ]̀ n. back of head 

kɔkɔtɔ zu ...-nɛ  vt. turn back on 
kɔ̃̀mbɔ  [kɔm̀bɔ]̀ adv. curved like 

drumstick 
kɔnkɔ  [kɔŋ̀kɔ ] n. morning 

— adv. in morning 
kɔnkɔala  [kɔŋ̀kɔ àla] adv. this 

morning 
kɔnkɔkɔnkɔ  adv. early morning 
kɔnkɔpɔ  [kɔŋ̀kɔ pɔ ] aadj. morning 

kɔnkɔse  [kɔŋ̀kɔsɛ]̀ n. stink-bug 
kɔntɔ  [kɔǹtɔ ] n. snail, top 

kɔntɔ pá  vt. spin top 
kɔɔtɛ  [kɔɔ̀t̀ɛ  ] n. buried black magic 

kɔɔtɛ kɛ  vt. sorcery (do) 
kɔɔtɛgyã  [kɔɔ̀t̀ɛ  gyã] n. sorcery 

sickness of legs 
kɔɔtɛkɛri  [kɔɔ̀t̀ɛ  kɛr̀ì] n. charmer. 

Makes black magic for burying 
kɔpu  [kɔ pù] n. cup. Syn: imibɔ. Etym: 

English 
Kɔrɔ  sn. Koro. Busa village 
kɔrɔ lɛ ́...-a  [kɔ rɔ]̀ vt. 1) paw the 

ground. 2) disassociate oneself 
from 

kɔrɔmɔtɔ  [kɔr̀ɔm̀ɔ tɔ]̀ n. bad report 
kɔrɔmɔtɔ kɛ  vt. tell on 
kɔrɔmɔtɔde  n. telltale 

kɔŕɔnna  [kɔ rɔ n ̣́á] n. intermediary, 
mediator 

kɔsɔ  n. pimple 
kɔśɔ  [kɔ sɔ ] n. picket, stake 
kɔ̃̀sɔtɛr̃a  [kɔs̀ɔt̀ɛ ̃ ra] n. red earth 
kɔt́ɛ  [kɔ tɛ  ] vi. spill 

— vt. pour out 
kɔ̃̀tɔ  [kɔt̀ɔ]̀ n. umbilical cord 
kɔt́ɔ kpá  [kɔ tɔ ] vt. churn (water) 
kɔ1̃  pr. each other 
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kɔ ̃kakara  vt. assemble 
kɔ ̃sɛ ́ vt. agree 
kɔ ̃sí  vt. match. Only used in Past 

and Past Negative aspects 
kɔd̃ɛ kɛ  vt. twist about 
kɔg̃bɛk̃ɛ(na) [kɔg̃bɛ ̃ kɛnà] n. 

fellowship 
kɔk̃akarakɛki  [kɔk̃ákarakɛki] n. 

meeting place 
kɔk̃akarana  [kɔk̃ákaranà] n. 

gathering 
kɔk̃akarari  [kɔk̃àkararì] n. 

assembler 
kɔỹãmasari  [kɔñ̃ámasàrí] n. 

disorder, misunderstanding 
kɔ2̃  n. fish species 
kɔ̃̃̀  n. mongoose 

kɔ̃̃̀pu  [kɔ̃p̀ú] n. white mongoose 
kɔ̃̃̀si  [kɔ̃s̀í] n. black mongoose 

kɔk̃ɔ1̃  [kɔ̃ kɔ̃ ] vi. multiply 
kɔk̃ɔ2̃  [kɔ̃k̀ɔ]̃ n. amusement, game 

kɔk̃ɔ ̃o  vt. play, amuse oneself 
kɔk̃ɔ'̃ogɔrɔ  [kɔ̃k̀ɔ'̃ogɔrɔ] n. play time 
kɔk̃ɔ'̃ori  [kɔ̃k̀ɔ'̃òrì] n. player 

kɔñɔ1  n. remains, unexpected find 
kɔñɔ sɛ ́ vt. find what remains 
kɔñɔ wɛ  vt. glean 
kɔñɔsɛna  [kɔñɔsɛ  nà] aadj. born 

unexpectedly 
kɔñɔ2  [kɔ̃ nɔ ] n. hump, hunch 

kɔñɔ kú  [kɔ̃ nɔ ] vt. hunched (be) 
kɔ̃̃̀nɔ  [kɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ n. lump, slice 

kɔ̃̃̀nɔ kú  vt. disabled (be) 
kɔ̃̃̀nɔde  n. cripple, disabled 
kɔ̃̃̀nɔkɛ  n. disability, infirmity 

kpa  n. direction 

— pp. towards 
kpado  adv 
— n. 1) side. 2) half 

kpá  vi. emit, produce 
kpá ...-a  vi. produced on (be) 
— vt. give to, hang on 

kpá ...-i  vi. help 
kpá kpado  vt. set aside 
kpá ... kùla  vt. embrace 
kpá ...-la  vi. bump into, fall over 
kpá ...-lɛ  vt. cover, seize 
kpá ...-nɛ  vi. hinder, disturb 
kpá ... ɔĩ  vt. confide in, entrust 
kpá tɛĺa  vt. smoke, grill 
kpágui  vi. go away, die 
kpágula  [kpágula] vi. stumble, die 
kpákasia kɛ  [kpákasia] vt. tip over 
kpakɔã  [kpákɔã̀] vi. meet by 

accident 
kpákɔĩ  [kpákɔĩ̀] vi. help each other, 

cooperate, work together 
kpákɔr̃ɛ  [kpákɔr̃ɛ  ] vt. close up, 

engulf 
kpákpa  [kpákpá] vt. await, ambush 
— vi. think. Syn: da 

kpákpa ...-la  vt. arrange on 
kpákpa o  [kpákpá] vt. mate 
kpàkpari  [kpàkpàrì] n. ambusher 
kpákũ  [kpákŋ̣́ ̣́] vt. provoke 
— vi. dislocate 

kpakũ kũ ...-o  vi. bump into, collide 
with, meet with (animal, thing) 

kpakũsũ  [kpákŋ̣́sṹ] vi. equal (be), 
level (be) 
— vt. level, compare 

kpákũsũ ...-i  vt. plot against, 
conspire against 
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kpákũsũ ...-o  vt. put alongside 
(grave) 

kpán'arɛ kɛ  [kpáŋ̣́ ̣́'arɛ  ] vt. put in 
front, let other speak first 

kpanna  [kpán ̣́a] adj. leaning 
kpányĩ  [kpáñ ̣́í] n. help 
kpanyĩri  [kpàñ ̣́írì] n. helper 
kpatɛlana  [kpátɛ  lanà] aadj. grilled 

kpà  n. locust-bean 
kpà'ikpa'i  [kpà'íkpà'í] adv. bright 

yellow 
kpàa  [kpàà] n. coagulated blood 
kpaakpaa  [kpáákpàà~kwáákwàà] n. 

coconut. Variant: kwaakwaa. 
Etym: Dɛndi: kwáákwa 

kpaasi  [kpààsí] n. friend, pal, mate 
kpàasi  [kpààsì] n. offsider, deputy. 

Etym: Dɛndi: kwáàsí 
kpaatɛ(tɛ)  [kpààtɛ  tɛ  ] vt. divide, 

distribute 
— n. half 

kpaatɛkɔr̃ɛ [kpààtɛ  kɔr̃ɛ  ] vi. divide up 
kpàatɛri  [kpààtɛr̀ì] n. distributor 

kpaatɛ ̃ [kpaatɛ ̃ ] n. red rooted plant 
kpada  [kpadà] n. thought dead but 

alive 
Kpài  [kpàì] sn. alternate generation to 

Wure 
kpàkakpaka  [kpàkàkpàkà] adv. 

coupled 
kpakɛ  [kpakɛ~kpakɛ]̀ vt. 1) shake out. 

2) drive (animals) 
kpàkɛri  [kpàkɛr̀ì] n. driver (of 

animals) 
kpàko  [kpàkò] n. tongs 
kpakoto  adv. narrow 

kpakotonle  padj. lanky 
kpàkpa kɛ  [kpàkpà] n. announce, 

proclaim 
kpàkpakɛri  [kpàkpàkɛr̀ì] n. herald, 

announcer 
kpakpana gá  vt. shiver, shudder 
kpakparakpa  [kpakparakpa] adv. bare 

(ground, head) 
kpakurɛ  [kpàkùrɛ] adj. flat and thin 

(cola nut, cake of shea-butter) 
kpáluba  [kpálúbá] n. bottle. Syn: 

kwáluba 
kpama'ide  [kpàmá'íde] n. wild yam 
kpango  [kpàŋgo] n. distance 

kpango da  vt. put distance between 
kpansuru  [kpànsúrú] n. heat-rash 
kpara  n. remains, leftovers 
kpára  [kpárá] adv. rare, sparse, not 

much 
kparakpara  [kpárákpàrà] n. Fulani 

mat 
Kparaku  [kparakú] sn. Paraku. Etym: 

Dɛndi: kparaku 
kpárankparan  [kpáráŋ̣́ ̣́kpáraŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. 

1) arid. 2) shaven or bald head 
kparaside  [kparasíde] n. enemy 
kparo  [kparò] n. locust-bean mustard 
kpàrukparu  [kpàrùkpàrù] adv. speak 

haltingly 
kpasa  [kpàsá] vi. tire 

— vt. tire someone 
kpasa ...-o  vi. fed up with (be), tire 

of 
kpasa'i  [kpàsá'i] n. exhaustion 

kpása  [kpásá] n. axe 
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kpàsa  [kpàsà] n. 1) flock. 2) Fulani 
settlement 

kpasara  [kpásàrá] n. harnessed 
antelope 

kpase  n. clearing of land. Syn: kasa 
kpase kɛ ̃ vt. clear land 
kpase kori  n. cleared land 

kpata1  [kpátà] n. 1) kingdom, reign. 
2) wall of house 

kpata ble  vt. reign 
kpatade  n. 1) sovereign, ruler. 

2) older relative 
kpata2  [kpátá] vt. roast, burn 

kpatana  [kpàtánà] adj. roasted 
kpate  [kpáte] adv. which? 

kpate bà  adv. how? 
kpate taka bà  adv. in what way?, 

how? 
kpátɛ  [kpátɛ  ] vi. sink, calm down, 

settle out 
— vt. spread 

kpátɛ kɛ ...-i  vt. study, interfere 
kpàti  [kpàtì] n. shackle, fetter 

kpàti kpá ...-nɛ  vt. shackle, fetter 
kpàturu kpá  [kpàtùrù] vt. worsen, 

confuse 
kpáturuku  [kpátúrúkú] adj. 

completely blind or deaf 
kpã  [kpã ] vt. have sex (crude) 
kpãa  n. African beauty snake 
kpãdara  n. bridge 

kpãdara da  vt. build bridge 
kpãkɛ ̃...-i  [kpãk̀ɛ ̃ ] vi. rebuke 
kpã̃̀kpã  [kpãk̀pã]̀ adj. sour, acid 

kpã̃̀kpãnna  n. rosella plant 

kpã̃̀kpãnna bɛpɔ  n. rosella species 
kpã̃̀m  [kpãṃ̀́̀ ] adv. suddenly 
kpã̃̀n  [kpaŋ̣́̀] adv. bang! 
kpãni  [kpã ní] n. thief 

— adv. secretly, stealthily 
kpãni o (...-a)  vt. rob, steal (from) 
kpãni wɛd́ewɛ  n. robber, bandit 
kpãnikpãni  adv. stealthily 

kpãzã ...-nɛ  [kpã zã ] vt. send to 
kpè  n. okra 

kpè'akã  [kpè'ákã] n. dried okra 
kpèkpasarabɛñɛ  [kpèkpásàrábɛ ̃ nɛ ̃ ] 

n. large okra species 
kpe bo  vt. dishonour 

kpe ta  vt. honour, keep from shame 
kpetagɔrɔ  n. time to honour 

kpéle  [kpélé] n. small facial markings 
kpɛ  n. back 

— pp. behind 
kpɛ li ...-nɛ  vt. turn away from 
kpɛdagura  n. middle of back 
kpɛdangara  [kpɛdàŋgàrá] adv. lying 

on back 
— adj. perverted 

kpɛde  n. last one 
kpɛkpɛ  adv. finally 
kpɛkpɛdenɔ  n. later generations 
kpɛnaki  n. back (chair) 
kpɛsɛ  n. back 

kpɛ1́ n. house, hut 
kpɛ ́bo  vt. build wall of house 
kpɛ ́dɔ  vt. put roof on 
kpɛ ́kɛkɛ  vt. decorate house 
kpɛ ́lɛĺɛ/kpá  vt. beat floor 
kpɛ ́lɔĺɔ  vt. plaster wall 
kpɛ ́pá  vt. nail on roof 
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kpɛ ́pɛt́ɛ  vt. lay foundation of house 
kpɛ ́wí  vt. demolish house 
kpɛb́ori  [kpɛ  bòrì] n. builder 
kpɛb́oto  n. woven grass on ridge of 

house 
kpɛd́a  [kpɛ  da] n. main room, living 

room, parlour 
kpɛd́e  n. house owner 
kpɛd́idikɔãna  [kpɛ  didikɔã̀nà] n. 

multi-story house 
kpɛĺɛ'ɛ ̃ [kpɛ  lɛ  'ɛ]̃ n. threshold 
kpɛĺɛlɛ  [kpɛ  lɛ  lɛ  ] n. entrance of house 
kpɛĺɛlɛa  [kpɛ  lɛ  lɛ  à] adv. at entrance, 

in front of 
kpɛĺikɔk̃ũ  [kpɛ  líkɔk̃ŋ̣́ ̣́] n. rafter 
kpɛńɛ  [kpɛ  nɛ  ] n. room, bedroom 
kpɛṕɛtɛ  [kpɛ  pɛt̀ɛ  ] n. pillar. Variant: 

gbi ̃̃̀pɛtɛ 
kpɛṕuka  n. unbeaten floor 
kpɛśaka  [kpɛ  sàkà] n. eave 
kpɛśira  [kpɛ  síra] n. prison 
kpɛśɔ ̃ [kpɛ  sɔ̃ ] n. roof frame 
kpɛśuta  [kpɛ  sùtá] n. ridge of roof 

kpɛ2́ part. Persistive aspect marker 
— adv. still to come, least 

kpɛkɛrɛkɛ  adv. flat and thin 
kpɛkɛrɛkɛnle  padj. rather flat and 

thin 
kpɛkpɛrɛwi  [kpɛk̀pɛ  rɛwí] n. grouse 
kpɛḿkpɛm  [kpɛ  ṃ́ kpɛ  ṃ́ ] adv. without 

gaps 
kpɛ ̃̀tɛ  [kpɛt̀ɛ]̀ n. 1) porridge. 2) cripple, 

hunchback 
kpɛ ̃̀tɛ kũ  vt. crippled (become) 

kpɛwɛ  [kpɛwɛ  ] n. locust-bean seed 
kpã̃̀  n. tree species 

kpɛñ  [kpɛ ̃ ŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. silent 
kpɛñɛ  [kpɛñɛ  ] n. calabash 

— cn. calabash of 
kpɛñɛ lɛ ́ vt. play calabash drum 
kpɛñɛwazãkɛb̃ɔ  [kpɛñɛ  wàzã kɛ ̃ bɔ]̀ n. 

calabash knife 
kpi  n. mountain, rocky tor 

kpide  aadj. mountainous 
kpigɛrɛ  [kpigɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. mountainside 
kpi pɔtɛ  n. mountain slope 

kpo lɛ ́ vi. escape by another route 
kpogɔñɔ  [kpogɔ̃ǹɔ] n. small grey 

beetle that catches ants in hole 
kpókoro  [kpókóró] n. second year 

field. Variant: butɛzã (Wawa) 
kpókoroko  [kpókórókó] adv. 

prematurely 
kpókpo  [kpókpó] n. motorbike. Etym: 

Dɛndi: pórpóró 
kpombata  [kpòmbàtá] n. toadfish 
kpomugɔñɔ  [kpómùgɔñɔ] n. large 

long beetle that fakes death. Syn: 
wéiyãgasãna 

kpookpoo  [kpóòkpóò] n. grey 
plantain eater 

kpookpoo tɛr̃a  n. violet plantain-
eater (bird) 

kpɔ̃̀  n. fish 
kpɔ̃̀bo'itɛ  [kpɔb̀o'ítɛ  ] n. ibis, heron 
kpɔ̃̀daba  [kpɔd̀àbà] n. rotten fish 
kpɔ̃̀kɔɔ̃ dɛ  [kpɔk̀ɔ̃ ɔ ] vt. mash 
kpɔ̃̀tɛkɛ  [kpɔt̀ɛk̀ɛ]̀ n. fish scale 
kpɔ̃̀'ukuu  [kpɔ'̀úkù] n. fish species 
kpɔ̃̀wa  [kpɔẁa] n. fish species 
kpɔ̃̀yɔ  [kpɔỳɔ ] n. fish species 
kpɔ̃̀zãmpo  [kpɔz̀ãm̀po] n. fish 
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species 
kpɔ̃̀zuru  [kpɔz̀ùrù] n. fish species 

Kpɔɔ  [kpɔɔ̀ ] sn. name of third son. Syn: 
Biɔ 

kpukɛ  [kpùkɛ] vt. shake out 
kú  vi. be, exist, live. Stative verb. If 

not followed by adverb of place or 
accompaniment, use 'kun' 

kú ...-a  vi. be on 
kú ...-i  vi. be around 
kú...-la  vt. cover, hatch 
kú ... làkaria  vi. calm (be) 
kú ... làkario  vi. attentive (be) 
kú ...-o  vi. be with, accompany 
kúadona  [kúadonà] n. holiness 
kúadonade  n. holy one 
kúki  [kúki] n. dwelling 
kukpɛ  [kúkpɛ] vt. carry on back 
kukũa  [kúkũà] vt. bring together 

(not firmly) 
kumusu  [kúmùsú] n. robe 
kun  [kúŋ̣́] vi. be there 
kun adona  vi. apart (be), holy (be) 
kunna  [kúṇà] n. existence, being, 

state 
kunna nna  n. peace 
kunnamusukɛ  [kúṇàmùsúkɛ] n. 

existence in heaven 
kù1  n. chest (animal) 

kù di ...-a  vt. pounce on 
kù gátɛ  vt. crawl 
kù kɛ gbãna  vt. courageous (be), 

confident (be) 
kù nakɔã  vt. face each other in battle 
kùa  [kùa] n. chest 
kùgbãna  [kùgbã na] n. courage 

kùgbãna kɛ  vt. brave (be) 
kùgbãnade  n. brave person 
kùsɛ  [kùsɛ]̀ n. bosom 
kùsɛ biri ...-a  vt. defy, show strength, 

contest 
kùsɛ kákũn  vt. box, physical combat 
kusi ...-a  [kùsi] vi. pounce on 
kùwiki  [kùwíki] n. victory cry 

kù2  n. shea 
Kuble  [kùble] sn. Kuble 
kúkpɛ  [kùkpɛ  ] n. shea grove 
kùligbãbɔ  [kùlígbãbɔ]̀ n. shea tree 

parasite 
kùnnɛ  [kùṇɛ] n. wild shea 
kùwɛ  [kùwɛ  ] n. shea nut 
kùwɛ plɛplɛ  vt. sort shea nuts 

kuku  [kùkú] vt. cook 
kúku  [kúkú] exc. wow! 
kukuku  n. lamentation 

kukuku kɛ  vt. lament 
kukukuku kɛ  [kúkùkúkú] n. sound 

cry of war 
kukundukuu  [kúkúndùkù] n. sweet 

potato. Etym: Dɛndi: kúúdàkù 
kukurɛna  adv. closed (eyes) 
kúlikuli  [kúlíkúlí] n. peanut brittle. 

Etym: Dɛndi: kúlíkúlí 
kúnku [kúŋkú] n. brick. Etym: Dɛndi: 

kúnkú 
kúnku bo  vt. bricks (make) 

kunzɛrɛ  [kùnzɛ  rɛ  ] n. flying termite 
kúra  [kúrá] n. 1) hook (well). 

2) anchor, spike 
kura ...-i  [kurá] vi. miss out 
Kurani  [kùráni] sn. Quran. Etym: 

Arabic 
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kure  [kuré~kurè] vi. go around, stroll, 
roam 

kurepãpã'ori  [kurépãpã'òrì] n. 
gadabout 

kureri  [kurèrì] n. stroller 
kuri  [kurì] num. ten 

kuri awɛɛ'aakɔ ̃ num. thirteen 
kuriawɛɛ'aakɔd̃e  aadj. thirteenth 
kuri awɛɛdo  num. eleven 
kuriawɛɛdode  aadj. eleventh 
kuri awɛɛpla  num. twelve 
kuriawɛɛplade  aadj. twelfth 
kuride  aadj. tenth 
kurikuri  adv. by tens 

kuru1  [kùru] pp. just in front of 
kuru2  [kùrú] n. horn 

kuru pɛ ́ vt. blow horn 
kurupɛri  [kùrúpɛr̀ì] n. horn-blower 
kuru'ũ  [kùrú'ŋ̣́ ̣́] n. horn blast 

kùru kɛ  [kùrù] vt. annoyed (be) 
kúru o/kɛ  [kúrú] vt. swoop on 

kúrundai  [kúrúndaí] n. falcon 
kurunɛ  [kùrùnɛ  ] n. tree species 
kusakusi  [kúsàkúsí] n. filaria 
kuse  [kúse] n. tortoise 
kùse kpátɛ  [kùsè] vt. shoot, bud, 

sprout hair/grass 
kusu  [kùsú] aadj. half 

— n. leprosy, leper 
kusude  n. leper 

kùsu  [kùsù] adv. prematurely 
kusuna  [kùsùná] n. provision. Syn: 

zàna 
kusunna  [kúsún ̣́á] n. gnat 
kusuru  [kúsùrú] n. angle, corner 

kusurude  n. cornered 
kuta  [kúta] n. hut, tent 

kuta dɔ  vt. erect hut/tent 
Kutɛ  [kútɛ]̀ sn. Kute. Boko village 
kutɛ  [kutɛ]̀ n. flute 
kútɛ  [kútɛ  ] vi. bow down 

kútɛ ...-nɛ  vi. bow down to, show 
respect to, worship 
— vt. turn over 

kútɛ ...-a  vt. cover 
kútɛ kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. solicit, beg, plead 

for 
kútɛkɛbɔ  [kútɛ  kɛbɔ]̀ n. conciliatory 

gift 
kutu  [kútù] adj. short, brief 

kutu kɛ  vt. crouch 
kutukɛ  n. shortness, brevity 
kutunle  padj. shortish 

kùtu kpá  [kùtù] vt. slaughter, cut 
throat. Etym: kòtò 'throat' 

kùtukpanasari [kùtùkpánàsàrí] aadj. 
unbled 

kùusii  [kùùsìì] adv. hard and dry 
kùusuu  [kùùsùù] adv. short and low 
kũ1  [kŋ̣́ ̣́] c. 1) when (Past). 2) that 

(Complementiser) 
kũ ... yãi  c. because 

kũ2  [kŋÆ] pr. who, that (Relative 
pronoun) 

kũ3  [kŋÆ] vi. appropriate (be), 
necessary (be) 
— vt. 1) seize, trap, capture. 
2) become 

kũ gbãna  vt. impress 
kũki  [kŋ̣́ ̣́ki] n. handle 
kũkɔr̃ɛ  [kŋ̣́ ̣́kɔr̃ɛ  ] vi. close up 
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kũkũ  [kŋ̣́ ̣́kŋ̣́ ̣́] vt. 1) scrape. 
2) capture, hem in 

kũna  [kŋ̣́ ̣́nà] vt. hold. Stative verb 
kũ̃̀ri  [kù̃rì] n. capturer 

kũ4  [kŋÆ] n. tree species 
kũli'itɛ  [kŋ̣́ ̣́lí'ítɛ  ] n. tree species 

kũ̃̀1  [kŋ̣́̀] n. lump 
kũ̃̀ dɔ  vt. knotted (be), lump (make) 
kũ̃̀dɔki  [kŋ̣́̀dɔki] n. bulge 
kũ̃̀ gba  vi. knotty (be) 
— vt. knotty (make) 

kũ̃̀2  sadj. the. Already known about 
kũ ...-o  [kŋ̣́ ̣́] pp. and, with, from, by 

kũmao  [kṃ́ maò] pr. with me 
kũoo  [kŋ̣́ ̣́wóò] pr. with us 
kũnwo  [kŋ̣́ ̣́ŋ̣́wò] pr. with you (Sg.) 
kũńwo  [kŋ̣́ ̣́ŋ̣́ ̣́wò] pr. with them 

kũgba  [kŋ̣́̀gbá] n. glue 
kũma  [kṃ́ a] n. porridge paste 
kwa  n. locust 
kwáali  [kwáálí] n. carton. Etym: Areal 
Kwaara  [kwáarà] sn. royal name. 

Etym: Hausa for Niger 
kwáluba  [kwálúbá] n. bottle. Syn: 

kpáluba. Etym: Dɛndi (Zugu): 
kpálábà 

Kwasa  [kwasà] sn. Kurwasa. Busa 
village 

kwã  [kwã ] n. crocodile 
kwã kàsara  n. mature crocodile, 

dragon 
kwãnako  [kwã nàkó] n. dwarf 

crocodile 

kwãsa  [kwã sà] n. large male 
crocodile 

kyaa ká ...-gu  vt. cramp up 
kyàkpa  [kyàkpà] n. tree species 
kyakpata  [kyàkpàtá] n. puff-adder 
kyate  n. sandal, shoe 

kyate bobo  vt. take off shoes 
kyateyĩba  [kyateyi ̃ bà] n. shoestring 

kyáu  [kyáú] adv. suddenly 
kyáukyau  [kyáúkyáú] adv. exactly 

kyã  [kyã ] n. bowstring 
kyã̃̀  n. catarrh, phlegm. Syn: kàkũ 

kyã̃̀ pɛ ́ vt. blow nose 
kyã̃̀'i  [kyã'̀í] n. dribble from nose 
kyã̃̀kokũ  [kyãk̀òkŋ̣́ ̣́] n. snot 

Kyã̃̀ga  [kyãg̀à] sn. Kyenga/Kyanga. 
Mande race related to Busa 

kyã̃̀kyã  [kyãk̀yã]̀ adj. bitter 
kyó  n. 1) reading, study. 

2) schoolwork. Etym: Dɛndi 
(Songai): kyeo 

kyó dɔ ̃ vt. learned (be) 
kyó kɛ  vt. 1) read. 2) go to school 
kyódari  [kyódàrì] n. literacy 

instructor 
kyódɔr̃i  [kyódɔr̃ìsàrí] n. literate 

person 
kyódɔr̃isari  n. dull student 
kyókɛri  [kyókɛr̀ì] n. scholar, pupil, 

reader 
kyókɛrisari  n. illiterate person 
kyókpɛ  [kyókpɛ  ] n. school 
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L  -  l 
 
-la  pp. over, above 
la1  adv. here 
la2  vt. ask 

la ...-a  vt. ask of 
lala ...-a  vt. interrogate 

lá  n. leaf, bush 
lá ble  vt. harm (by magic) 
lá kpá  vt. sprout leaves 
lá kú  vt. grow foliage 
lá kú (...-la)  vt. 1) cover with leaves. 

2) keep matter secret 
lábɔtɔ  [lábɔt̀ɔ]̀ n. shoot 
lábɔtɔ pá  vt. bloom, come into leaf 
lágya  [lágyã] n. hepatitis 
lá'i  [lá'í] adj. green 
lákpɛ  [lákpɛ  ] n. bush, uncleared land 
lásirade  [lásírade] adj. dark leafed, 

flourishing 
lávu  [lávú] n. flower 
lávutãna  [lávutã nà] n. wreath, 

garland 
lávu'imibã  [lávú'ímibã] n. sunbird 

la da ...-nɛ  vt. swear, renounce 
làa  [làà] aadj. next 
laada  [làadà] n. tip (as witness to 

deal) 
láada  [láádá] n. reward. Etym: Arabic 
làada1  [lààdà] n. salary, wages 
làada2  [lààdà] n. tradition. Etym: 

Arabic 
laakari  [làakàrì] n. care, attention, 

sense. Etym: Dɛndi: lakkàl 
laakari dɔ ...-a  vt. pay attention to, 

take care of 
laakari futɛ  vt. incite 
laakari kɛ ...-a  vt. take care of 
laakari kɛ ...-i  vt. careful near (be), 

beware of 
laakari kpátɛ  vt. encourage, comfort 
laakari su  vi. return to senses 
laakaride  n. careful, sensible person 
laakarikpatɛbɔ  [làakàrìkpátɛ  bɔ]̀ n. 

means of comfort 
laakarikpatɛri  [làakàrìkpàtɛ  rì] n. 

comforter, encourager 
laakarisaride  n. careless person 

laalase  [láálàsé] n. waste 
laalase kɛ  vt. waste 

láari  [láárí] n. curse. Etym: Dɛndi: láálí 
láari bo ...-a  vt. curse 
láari kɛ ...-a  vt. curse 

láaria  [lááríá] n. sieve 
Laaru  [láárú] sn. Laaru 
Laarubu  [lààrúbú] sn. Arab. Etym: 

Dendi: láárábù (Arabic) 
laasi  [làasì] n. 1) ceiling. 2) storeroom. 

Etym: Dɛndi (Zugu): láásì 
laasun  [lààsuṆ̀́] n. thought, 

meditation. Etym: Dɛndi: lààsáábù 
laasun lɛ ́...-a  vt. think about 
laasunde  n. thinker, philosopher 
laasunkpɛdangarade 

 [lààsuŋ̣́̀kpɛdàŋgàráde] n. perverse 
thinker 

laasunlɛri  [lààsuṇ́̀lɛr̀ì] n. thinker 
laasunsaride  n. thoughtless person 
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laba1  [làbá] n. dewlap, brisket 
labasi  [labasí] n. spleen 

laba2  n. contribution 
laba da ...-la  vt. implicate 
laba kɛ  vt. contribute 

lábure  [lábúré] n. curtain 
laga  n. 1) trade, commerce. 2) butcher 

laga kɛ  vt. break up meat 
laga lú  vt. buy merchandise 
laga tá  vt. 1) trade, bargain for. 

2) travel (commercially) 
laga yá  vt. sell merchandise 
lagaluri  [lagalùrì] n. buyer 
lagatabɔ  [lagatábɔ]̀ aadj. trading 

(ship) 
lagatari  [lagatàrì] n. trader 
lagayari  [lagayàrì] n. seller 

lágilagi  [lágílágí] n. kidnapper 
lago  vi. decrease, diminish 

— vt. decrease 
lái(lai)  [láí(láí)] adv. completely 

covered 
láka  [láká] vi. finish, end up 

— vt. finish 
lákagɔrɔ  [lákágɔrɔ] n. end-time 
lakanaa sari  [lákánàa] adv. endless 
lakanasari  [lákánàsàrí] aadj. endless 

lakilaki  [lákilàki] adv. permanently 
stained 

lakiti kɛ  [lákiti] vt. finish off 
lakitikɛna  [lákitikɛnà] aadj. last, 

final 
làkpakɔñɔ  [làkpàkɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ n. clod, piece 

of broken wall 
lakumi  [làkùmí] n. camel. Etym: 

Hausa: rakumi 

lakumida  n. female camel 
lakumisɛt̃ɛ  [làkúmísãt̀ɛ  ] n. giraffe 

lakutu  [lakutú] n. village 
lakutudenɔ  [lakutúdenɔ] n. 

villagers, country people 
lákũ ... nà  [lákŋ̣́ ̣́] c. like, as, how. 

These items are discontinuous 
subordinators 

lákũ ... bà  c. as if 
lán(dɔ)̃ ... bà  [lán ̣́dɔ]̃ c. like (+NP) 
lán(dɔ)̃ ... nà  c. as, like, how 

(+Clause) 
lala o  vt. disperse 
lalandi  [lálándì] n. mockery 

lalandi kɛ  vt. mock 
lalandide  n. mocker 
lalandikɛri  [lálándìkɛr̀ì] n. mocker 

lám  [láṃ́ ] adv. completely 
lambu  [lambu] n. garden 
Larubu  [lárúbù] sn. Wednesday. Etym: 

Arabic: àlárbà 
lato  [làto] n. sack. Syn: asasa 
lawani  [láwàní] n. turban. Etym: 

Hausa: Rawani (Arabic) 
le  vi. get chance to, might 

— vt. 1) find. 2) reach 
leo  [leò] vt. implicate, help 

leba  n. reed 
ledi kpá  vt. disagree 

ledi kpá ...-i  vt. deny (knowing 
someone) 

ledi kpá ...-o  vt. contradict 
ledikpa  [ledikpá] n. disagreement 
ledikpa kɛ  vt. create controversy 

leema  [lèemà] n. umbrella. Etym: 
Dɛndi: láymà 
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légelege  [légélégé] aadj. only, unique 
legũ  [lègŋ̣́] n. 1) rain. 2) cloud 

legũ ... fãkɛ  vi. sprinkle rain 
legũ ... fãkɔã  vi. rain is dispersing 
legũ ... kɛkɛ  vi. prepare to rain 
legũ ... kɛ ̃ vi. stop raining 
legũ ... ma  vi. rain 
legũ ... pí  vt. flash lightning (in 

cloud) 
legũ pũtã  vt. thunder (explosive) 
legũ ... sisi  vi. overcast (become) 
legũ sísi  vt. pray, worship 
legũ ... tɔt̃ɔ ̃ vi. spit rain 
legũ ... vĩ  vi. thunder (rumbling) 
legũ ... were  vi. stop raining 
legũgbɛ  [lègŋ̣́gbɛ]̀ n. hail 
legũgbɛkɔtɛna  [lègŋ̣́gbɛk̀ɔ tɛ  nà] n. 

hailstorm 
legũ'i  [lègŋ̣́'í] n. rain-water 
legũluku  [lègŋ̣́luku] n. cloud 
legũmanasari  [lègṃanàsàrí] n. 

drought 
legũpina  [lègṃpínà] n. lightning 
legũpũtãna  [lègṃpù̃tã nà] n. thunder 
legũsisikpɛ  [lègŋ̣́sísíkpɛ] n. mosque 
legũsisiri  [lègŋsìsìrì] n. Muslim 

lei  [lèí] adj. high. Etym: Bokbaru: lèzi ̃  
leikɛ  [lèíkɛ] n. height 
leilei  [lèílèí] adv. very high 
leinle  padj. rather high 

lemu  [lèmu] n. citrus fruit. Etym: 
Dɛndi: lèèmú (Arabic) 

lèmu kpã̃̀kpã  n. lemon 
lési  [lésí] adj. whole, virgin 
Lesigbɛ  [lésígbɛ]̀ sn. Leshigbe 
letã1  [letã]̀ n. straw hat 

letã2  [letã] n. tree species. Has red 
fruit 

letãsɛñtɛ  [letãsãǹtɛ  ] n. tree species 
-lɛ  [lɛ  ] pp. in. Syn: gũn 
lɛ  adv. like this, thus 
lɛ1́  n. 1) mouth, opening. 2) end, edge, 

extent 
lɛ ́ba  vt. border, hem 
lɛ ́da ...-a  vt. counsel 
lɛ ́da ...-i  vt. confront 
lɛ ́da yãn  vt. give opinion 
lɛ ́di ...-nɛ  vt. leave message for 
lɛ ́dire kpa  adv. at that end 
lɛ ́ditɛ ...-nɛ  vt. give instructions 
lɛ ́dɔ ...-a  vt. yell at, instruct 
lɛ ́ɛ ́...-nɛ  vt. face, defy 
lɛ ́ɛ'́ɛ ...-a  vt. mock 
lɛ ́fɔ ̃ vt. 1) control speech. 

2) inaugurate 
lɛ ́... ga  vi. blunt (be) 
lɛ ́gbɛ ̃ vt. boast 
lɛ ́gbɛ ̃...-nɛ  vt. vow to 
lɛ ́goa ...-nɛ  vt. confirm 
lɛ ́gotɛ  vt. burn roof of mouth 
lɛ ́ká  vi. arrive at end 
lɛ ́kákara  vt. discuss 
lɛ ́kɛ  vt. 1) taste. 2) solemn 

pronouncement (make), take oath 
lɛ ́kɛ ...-a  vt. vow to 
lɛ ́kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. curse 
lɛ ́kɛkɛ  vt. 1) sharpen. 2) seek to 

speak to 
lɛ ́kpakũsũ vt. 1) level edges. 

2) discuss, plan 
lɛ ́kpakũsũ ...-i  vt. conspire against 
lɛ ́kpakɔã  vt. close mouth 
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lɛ ́kpãzã ...-nɛ  vt. send message 
lɛ ́... kpɛ ́ vi. not yet finished 
lɛ ́kú ...-a  vt. discrete (be) 
lɛ ́kú ... yãn  vi. interfere 
lɛ ́kũ  vt. keep mouth shut 
lɛ ́la kpa  adv. at this end 
lɛ ́lɛ ́...-nɛ vt. refuse, prevent 
lɛ ́lu  vt. ask someone not to divulge 

something 
lɛ ́ma ...-a  vt. calm, appease 
lɛ ́na ...-a  vt. prevent, avert 
lɛ ́naa ...-nɛ  vt. forbid 
lɛ ́nakɔã vt. close mouth 
lɛ ́... pápa  vi. achieve, complete 
lɛ ́pápa  vt. forbid to speak 
lɛ ́pɛ ́...-a  vt. kiss 
lɛ ́poro  vt. break fast 
lɛ ́sɛ ́...-nɛ  vt. promise 
lɛ ́sɛ ́...-i  vt. curse in name of 
lɛ ́sí  vt. reply 
lɛ ́sukpa  vt. 1) go back on word. 

2) vomit 
lɛ ́wɛ/wɛtɛ  vt. seek quarrel 
lɛ ́wí  vt. break fast 
lɛ ́yĩ  vt. fast 
lɛ ́za ...-a  vt. inform, farewell 
lɛ ́zɛ  vi. terminate 
lɛ ́zɔ ̃...-a  vt. taste 
lɛ ́zu ...-i  vt. call to 
lɛá  [lɛ  à] pp. according to capacity of. 

Syn: lɛí, lɛń 
lɛb́ara  [lɛ  bárá] n. lip 
lɛd́amma  [lɛ  damÆmá] n. counsel, 

advice, correction 
lɛd́amma ma  vt. listen to counsel 
lɛd́ammamari  [lɛ  daṃ́ ámàrì] n. 

heeder of advice 

lɛd́ammari  [lɛ  daṃ́ árì] n. counsellor 
lɛd́e  n. loud-mouthed person 
lɛd́okɔñɔ  [lɛ  dokɔñɔ] n. agreement, 

accord 
lɛd́okɔñɔ kɛ  vt. agree 
lɛd́okɔñɔde  n. like-minded 
lɛ'́ɛ  [lɛ  'ɛ  ] adv. open, exposed (food) 
lɛf́ɔtɔ  [lɛ  fɔtɔ] n. complaint 
lɛf́ɔtɔ ká ...-i  vt. complain against 
lɛf́ɔtɔde  n. malicious person 
lɛǵbako  [lɛ  gbákó] n. chin 
lɛǵbako lɛ ́ vt. hit on the jaw 
lɛḱpãzã  [lɛ  kpã zã ~lɛ  gbã zã ] n. 

message 
lɛḱpãzã kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. send message to 
lɛǵbɛ  [lɛ  gbɛ]̀ n. message, testament, 

testimonial 
lɛǵbɛ ditɛ/kɛ  vt. leave testament 
lɛǵbɛditɛri  [lɛ  gbɛd̀ìtɛ  rì] n. testator 
lɛǵbɛ kpá  vt. speak for 
lɛǵbɛkpari  [lɛ  gbɛk̀pàrì] n. 

spokesman 
lɛǵbɛnna'ɔgɔ  [lɛ  gbɛǹ ̣́a'ɔg̀ɔ ] n. bride-

price 
lɛí  [lɛ  í] pp. according to capacity of. 

Variant: lɛá, lɛń 
lɛ'́i  [lɛ  'í] n. 1) spit, saliva. 2) greed 

for meat 
lɛ'́i fã  vt. spit in stream 
lɛ'́i kɔt́ɛ (...-a)  vt. spit out 
lɛ'́i ... su vi. salivate 
lɛ'́í su ...-a  vt. spit on 
lɛ'́i tɔ ̃ vt. spit 
lɛ'́i zu vt. spit 
lɛ'́ide  n. greedy person 
lɛ'́ífuta  [lɛ  'ífùtá] n. frothy spittle 
lɛ'́ĩa  [lɛ  i ̃ á] n. breath 
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lɛḱa  [lɛ  kà] n. beak 
lɛḱãsã  n. beard 
lɛḱɛpu  [lɛ  kɛp̀ú] n. ulcer in corner of 

mouth 
lɛḱpakɔã kɛ  [lɛ  kpákɔã̀] vt. argue 
lɛḱpakɔãde  n. quarrelsome person 
lɛḱpakɔãna  [lɛ  kpákɔã̀nà] n. 

argument, quarrel 
lɛḱpakɔãna kɛ  vt. argue, quarrel 
lɛḱpakũsũnasari  [lɛ  kpákŋ̣́sũnàsàrí] 

n. lack of planning 
lɛḱpakũsũri  [lɛ  kpàkŋ̣́sṹrì] n. 

conspirator 
lɛḱpaplade  [lɛ  kpaplade] aadj. two-

edged 
lɛḱpɛrɛ [lɛ  kpɛrɛ]̀ n. back of mouth 
— adv. perverted 

lɛḱpɛrɛkɛri  [lɛ  kpɛrɛk̀ɛr̀ì] n. perverse 
talker 

lɛḱũsũ  [lɛ  kŋ̣́sṹ] vt. compare (matter) 
lɛḿusu  [lɛ  mùsú] n. palate, upper 

jaw 
lɛń  [lɛ  ŋ̣́] pp. according to capacity of. 

Syn: lɛá, lɛí. Variant: lɛí 
lɛńna  [lɛ  n ̣́a] n. sweet talk 
— adj. sharp 

lɛńna kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. flatter. Syn: lɛńna 
kása ...-nɛ 

lɛńnade  n. flatterer 
lɛṕlade  [lɛ  plade] n. insincere, 

double-dealer 
lɛṕoro  [lɛ  pòró] n. month after fast 
lɛṕura  [lɛ  púra] n. roan antelope. 

Syn: ya, nɔ̃̀bɔ̃̀ya 
lɛśɔ  [lɛ  sɔ]̀ n. muzzle 
lɛsɔ da ...-nɛ  vt. muzzle 
lɛśuru  [lɛ  súrú] n. hiss 

lɛśuru ká  vt. hiss, express 
dissatisfaction 

lɛv́ã  n. bad breath, pyorrhoea 
lɛv́ãnade  [lɛ  vãnàde] n. having bad 

breath 
lɛv́ãnide  [lɛ  vãǹide] n. slanderer 
lɛẃɛtɛri  [lɛ  wɛt̀ɛ  rì] n. quarreler 
lɛýĩ  [lɛ  ñí] n. fast 
lɛýĩgɔrɔ  [lɛ  ñígɔrɔ] n. fasting time 
lɛźammana  [lɛ  zaṃ́ ánà] n. farewell 
lɛźasari  [lɛ  zasàrí] adv. without 

warning 
lɛźɛki  [lɛ  zɛki] n. border, extremity 
lɛźuki  [lɛz̀ùki] n. pout. By 

protruding bottom lip 
lɛźuki kɛ  vt. pout in disgust 

lɛ2́  vt. hit, strike 
— vi. strike 
— cn. strike, measure 

lɛ ́... gwa  vt. test. Syn: yɔ ̃... gwa 
lɛkɔã ...-o  [lɛ  kɔã̀] vt. compare 

(thing) 
lɛĺɛ  [lɛ  lɛ  ] vt. beat 

lɛ ̃̀1  n. song 
lɛ ̃̀ sí  vt. sing 
lɛ ̃̀ da  vt. compose song 
lɛ ̃̀dari  [lɛd̀àrì] n. song composer 
lɛ ̃̀siri  [lɛs̀ìrì] n. singer 

lɛ ̃̀2  n. thorn, thornbush 
lɛ ̃̀ wo ...-a  vt. remove thorn from 
lɛ ̃̀ zɔ ̃ta ...-lɛ  vt. leave aside 
lɛ ̃̀baani  [lɛb̀áání] n. large thornbush 
lɛ ̃̀de  aadj. thorny 
lɛ ̃̀'itɛ  [lɛ'̀ítɛ  ] n. thornbush found by 

river 
lɛkara  [lɛk̀árà] n. thornbush species 
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lɛ ̃̀lide  [lɛl̀í] aadj. made of thornbush 
lɛ ̃̀pukapu  [lɛp̀úkàpú] n. thornbush 

species 
lɛ ̃̀sabo'arukɔkɔ  [lɛs̀abo'árúkɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. 

thornbush species 
lɛ ̃̀sikoto  [lɛs̀íkòtò] n. black thorned 

bush 
lɛ ̃̀tɛñna  [lɛt̀ɛ ̃ n ̣́á] n. thornbush species 

Lɛbana  [Lɛbanà] sn. Lebanon. Etym: 
English 

lɛb́ɛlɛbɛ  [lɛ  bɛ  lɛ  bɛ  ] adv. very thin 
lɛɛ  adj. thin, fine 
Lɛɛba  [lɛ  ɛbà] sn. Leaba 
lɛɛkɛɛ  [lɛɛkɛɛ] adv. in the balance 

(life), about to fall (tree) 
lɛɛkɛɛnle  padj. momentary 

lɛɛlɛ  [lɛ  ɛlɛ  ] adv. together 
lɛɛlɛlɛɛlɛ  adv. equally 

lɛ ̃̀kɛtɛ  [lɛk̀ɛt̀ɛ]̀ adj. flat and thick 
lɛsa da  [lɛ  sà] vt. produce first fruit 
lɛt́ɛ  [lɛ  tɛ  ] vi. fall 

lɛt́ɛ ...-a  vi. fall on, attack 
lɛt́ɛ pã  vi. come to nothing 
lɛt́ɛlɛtɛ  vi. fall over often 
lɛt́ɛlɛtɛgyã  [lɛ  tɛ  lɛ  tɛ  gyã] n. seizure, 

epilepsy 
lɛt́ɛlɛtɛgyãde  n. epileptic. Syn: 

gasindade 
lɛu  [lɛ  ù] cn. part, section 
lɛwanna  [lɛwán ̣́á] n. wild dog 
li  vi. turn around, change, transform 

li ...-a  vi. giddy (be). gu dì limÆma 
li ...-i  vi. infect 

lí1  n. 1) tree, wood. 2) pole 
lí á  vt. carve wood 
lí bá  vt. plant, transplant 

lí bi  vt. dig up tree 
lí biɛ  vt. uproot tree 
lí dã  vt. hunt from tree 
lí kpáta  vt. kill tree by burning 
lí mátɛ  vt. grope with stick 
lí papa  vt. jump from tree to tree 
lí pɛ ́ vt. plant tree 
lí pɛt́ɛ ...-a  vt. interrogate 
lí sɔ  vt. hollow out wood 
lí sɔs̃ɔ ̃ vt. sink pole 
lí zɔ ̃ vt. cut down tree 
lí zɔ ̃...-a  vt. test 
lí'ari  [lí'àrì] n. wood carver 
lída  [lída] n. tree trunk 
lídana kɛ  [lídanà] vt. draw lots 
lífɔd̃ɔñɔ  [lífɔ̃d̀ɔ̃ nɔ ] n. mushroom 

species 
lígã  [lígã]̀ n. branch 
lígba  [lígbà] n. wooden pillar 
lígbãnduru kpá  [lígbãnduru] vt. 

cross wood 
lígbãndurukpa  [lígbãndurukpá] n. 

bar of gate 
lígbãndurukpana 

 [lígbã ndurukpanà] n. cross 
(wooden) 

lígbãnga  [lígbã ŋgá] n. blind man 
stick, walking stick 

lígbãtã  [lígbã tã ] n. fork of tree 
líguru kpá  vt. bar 
lígurukpana  [lígurukpánà] n. 

wooden bar 
líkɔk̃ũ  [líkɔk̃ŋ̣́̀] n. rafter 
líkpakpa  [líkpákpá] n. crossbar 
líkpana kɛ  [líkpánà] vt. draw lots 
líkpɛ  [líkpɛ  ] n. clump of trees 
lílɛkɔkɔ  [lílɛ  kɔ kɔ ] n. woodpecker 
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límukutu  [límùkútú] n. stump 
línɛ  [línɛ  ] n. fruit 
línɛyɔ ̃ [línɛ  ñɔ̃ ] n. fruit cluster 
lí'ɔ  [lí'ɔ ] n. gum 
lípãna  [lípãnà] n. crossbar 
lípɛtɛ  [lípɛ  tɛ  ] n. upright frame 
lítere  [lítéré] n. staff (Fulani), baton 
lítɛkɛ  [lítɛk̀ɛ]̀ n. bark 
lítoko  [lítókó] n. tree hollow, box 
líwaka  [líwáká] n. bramble 
líwɛɛ'ɛñɛ  [líwɛɛ̀'̀ɛ ̃ nɛ  ] n. dormouse 

lí2  vt. cut 
lí ...-nɛ  vt. share with 
lí ...-a  vt. cut on 
— vt. receive share from 

líkɔr̃ɛ  [líkɔr̃ɛ  ] vt. cut up 
líli  [lílí] vt. cut, slice 
lílikɔr̃ɛ  [lílíkɔr̃ɛ  ] vt. cut up, slice up 

lidowɛ  [lídòwɛ  ] n. dice. Etym: English: 
Lido 

lifiti  [lífìtí] n. buzzard 
lika1  [lìka] vt. stir 

lìka ...-i  vi. encircle 
lìkaitɛ kpá  [lìkàitɛ  ] vt. hunt in group 
likalika  vi. spin around 

lika2  [lìká] adv. quickly 
likalika  [lìkálìká] adv. quickly 

líka  [líká] n. tsetse fly 
likara  vi. confused (be), roam around 

likara zɔ ̃ vt. wander about 
likarazɔr̃i  [likarazɔ̃r̀ì] n. wanderer 

likita  [líkítà] n. doctor, nurse 
lili  [lìli] vt. turn back and forth 
lilin kɛ  [lìlíŋ̣́ ̣́] vt. exchange. Variant: 

lidin kɛ (Wawa) 
Liman  [lìmáṇ́̀] sn. Imam. Etym: Dɛndi: 

lìmam (Arabic) 
Limanfãrandi  [lìmaŋ̣́̀fárándí] sn. 

Iman quarter 
lita  [lítà] cn. litre. Etym: English 
litɛ  [litɛ  ] vi. turn around, change 

direction 
— vt. change 

litɛ kpɛdangara  vt. turn upside-
down 

litɛki  [litɛ  ki] n. turning place 
lizãndo  [lìzã ndo] adv. midnight 
lo1  n. summit, high inside hut 
lo2  n. jar 

lonna  [lon ̣́á] n. small jar 
lòba  [lòbà] n. sling-shot, rubber. Etym: 

English 
lòbabɔkɔ  [lòbàbɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. rubber pail 

loko  [lòko] vi. hang 
— vt. hang 
— n. hook 

lokoloko  vt. hang many 
lokomma  [lòkoṃ́ á] n. tunic 

lòkoto [lòkòtò] adj. deep 
loma  [lómà] n. mouthful. Etym: Dɛndi: 

lóómà 
lomade  aadj. solid (food) 

lɔ ́ vt. crush, grind 
lɔĺɔ  [lɔ lɔ ] vt. 1) grind. 2) plane, 

smooth 
lɔ̃̀  n. depth 
lɔ̃̀gɔ  [lɔg̀ɔ]̀ n. well. Etym: Hausa: lɔk̀ɔ ̀

lɔ̃̀gɔ'i  [lɔg̀ɔ'̀í] n. well-water 
lɔ̃̀gɔwe  [lɔg̀ɔwɛ]̀ n. well hole, pit 

lɔǵɔlɔgɔ  [lɔ gɔ lɔ gɔ ] adj. warm 
lɔ̃̀gɔlɔgɔ  [lɔg̀ɔl̀ɔg̀ɔ]̀ adv. fast growing 
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and lanky 
lɔɔtɛ ...-i  [lɔ ɔtɛ  ~lɔ ɔtɛ]̀ vi. track down, 

creep up on 
lú  vt. buy 

lú ...-a  vt. buy from 
lú ...-nɛ  vt. buy for 
lúlu  [lúlú] vt. buy much 
lùri  [lùrì] n. buyer 

luan  [luaṆ̀́] n. island 
luankore  [luaŋ̣́̀kóré] n. bay 

luba  [luba] n. poplar tree 
Lubaraaru  [lúbáráárù] sn. Lubararu 
lùbɛnɛ  [lùbɛǹɛ]̀ n. yeast 
lubutu  [lùbùtú~rùbùtú] n. Arabic 

writing. Etym: Arabic 
Luda  [lùda] sn. God 

Luda náani kɛ  vt. trust God, believe 
in God 

Luda Nɛ ́ sn. God's Son 
Luda Nini  sn. God's Spirit, Holy 

Spirit 
Luda tɔ ́bã̃̀nɛ bo vt. blaspheme 
Luda yã  n. God's word 
ludadɔr̃isari  n. heathen, pagan 
ludagbagbari [lùdagbàgbàrì] n. 

1) priest of God. 2) sacrifices to 
God 

ludagbagbarisari  n. doesn't sacrifice 
to God 

ludakɛgbãna  [lùdakɛgbã na] n. 
divine power 

ludakɛna  [lùdakɛna] n. deity, 
divinity 

ludakibɛbã  [lùdakíbɛbã] n. swallow 
ludakiwɛtɛri  [lùdakiwɛt̀ɛ  rì] n. 

seeker after God 

ludakuki  [lùdakúki] n. sanctuary 
ludambɛ  [lùdambɛ] n. sky, heaven 
— adv. in heaven, in sky 

ludambɛ lɛźɛki  n. horizon 
ludambɛdenɔ  n. inhabitants of 

heaven 
ludambɛfɛñɛda  [lùdambɛfãǹɛ  da] n. 

rainbow 
ludanaanikɛnasari 

 [lùdanáánɛ  kɛnàsàrí] n. unbelief 
ludanaanikɛri  [lùdanááníkɛr̀ì] n. 

believer 
ludanaanikɛrisari  n. unbeliever 
ludanaanɛkĩanade 

 [lùdanáánɛ  ki ̃ ánàde] n. lacking 
faith in God 

ludapatamma  [lùdapàtáṃ́ á] n. tree 
species 

ludapɔyenyĩnakɛri 
 [lùdapɔyeñ ̣́ínàkɛr̀ì] n. doer of 
God's will 

ludavãnibori  [lùdavãǹibòrì] n. critic 
of God 

ludawɛkɛri  [lùdawɛ  kɛr̀ì] n. prayer 
ludawɛkɛrisari  n. irreligious person 
ludayãdanasari  [lùdañádanàsàrí] n. 

godlessness 
ludayãdannɛri  [lùdañádàn ̣́ɛ  rì] n. 

religious teacher 
ludayãdari  n. godly person 
ludayãdarisari  n. godless person 
ludayãmari  [lùdañámàrì] n. godly 

person 
luka  [lùká] vi. shake, tremble, shiver 

— vt. shake, quake 
luka ...-i  vi. covet, desire 
lukaluka  vi. tremble 
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— vt. shake 
luku  n. cloud. Cf. íluku 'mist', tɛ  luku 

'dense smoke' 
lukutɛ ̃ [lukutɛ ̃ ] n. dust 

lukudũdũ  [lúkúdŋ̣́̀dŋ̣́̀] n. coucal 
lukuluku  [lúkùkúkù] n. pigeon, dove 
lùkuluku  [lùkùlùkù] adv. dark, dull 

Lumma  [lúṃ́ á] sn. Luma 
Lutu  [lútù] sn. Lot 

M  -  m 
 
-ma  pr. to/on me 
ma1  vt. hear, obey, understand 

ma ...-a  vt. hear from, listen to 
màri  [màrì] n. hearer, obeyer 

ma2  pr. 1) me. 2) my. 3) I (Past) 
madì  [madì] pr. I (Habitual) 
madìgɔ ̃ [madìgɔ]̃ pr. I always 

(Habitual) 
mado(na)  [madonà] adv. I alone 
makũ  [makŋ̣́̀] pr. I (Appositional) 
mapi  [mapì] pr. me (Contrastive) 

ma3  vi. 1) ready (be), ripe (be), cooked 
(be). 2) rain. With 'legũ' as subject 

màni  [mànì] adj. ripe, cooked 
má1  adv. where? 

mákpa  [mákpa] adv. from where? 
má2  pr. 1) I (Stative). 2) then I will 

mádi  [mádí] pr. I didn't 
man(i)  [máN~máni] pr. I will. N = 

variable syllabic nasal, 'i' form used 
before another pronoun 

manigɔ ̃ [mánigɔ]̃ pr. I will always 
másun  [másúŋ̣́ ̣́] pr. I must 
matɛn(i)  [mátɛṆ~mátɛ  ni] pr. I 

am/was 
mà  pr. I (Subjunctive) 

màgɔ ̃ [màgɔ]̃ pr. I always 
(Subjunctive) 

màsun ...-ro  [màsúN ̣́] pr. I must not 
màsungɔ ̃...-ro  [màsúŋ̣́ ̣́gɔ]̃ pr. I must 

never 
má ...-a  vt. rub on, apply 

má ...-la  vi. pass over 
maa  n. mahogany 
Maakoni  [mààkòní] sn. name given to 

person with the same name as self. 
Etym: Dɛndi: mààkòònì 

maaso  [máásò] n. scissors. Etym: Dɛndi: 
mágàs 

ma'ã  [mà'ã ] n. laziness 
ma'ã kɛ  vt. lazy (be) 
ma'ãde  n. lazy person 

Maga  [mágà] sn. leader of female 
dancers 

Maka  [mákà] sn. Mecca. Etym: Dɛndi: 
mákkà 

makoda  [màkòdá] n. palm species 
(spiky) 

Malaale  [màláálé] sn. Malale 
malaika  [màlaikà] n. angel. Etym: 

Dɛndi: màláykà (Arabic) 



Malan  -mɛ 

70 Busa — English Dictionary  

Malan  [málàṆ̀́] sn. Mr., title for learned 
man. Etym: Dɛndi: mallim (Arabic) 

Malavii  [màlàvíì] sn. Malanville 
Mamadu  [màmúdù] sn. Mohammed. 

Variant: Mamudu. Etym: Arabic 
mamatɛñna  [màmàtɛ ̃ n ̣́á] n. bush 

species 
mamberu  [mámbèrú] n. defect, flaw 

mamberude  aadj. defective 
mamberusari  aadj. flawless (thing) 
mamberusaride  aadj. flawless 

(person) 
mámmam1  [máṃ́ áṃ́ ] adv. completely 
mámmam2  [máṃ́ áṃ́ ] adv. completely 
Mamudu  [màmúdù] sn. Mohammed. 

Variant: Mamadu. Etym: Arabic 
mana  adj. good, beautiful 

— n. goodness 
mana bo  vt. commend, praise 
mana kɛ  vt. do good 
manakɛ  [manakɛ] n. goodness, 

righteousness 
manamana  adv. well, much 

màna  [mànà] n. poison variety 
manafiki  [mànáfìkí] n. deceit. Etym: 

Dɛndi: mùnááfícì (Arabic) 
manafikide  n. deceiver, hypocrite 
manafikikɛ  n. hypocrisy 
manafikiyã  n. deceptive affair 

mandara'i  [màndàra'i] adv. at this 
time 

manguru  [máŋgurù] n. mango. 
Variant: mauu. Etym: Dɛndi: 
mángù 

mani  [màní] n. hyena 

Manitãna  [mànítã ná] sn. hyena 
fetish 

máni  [mání] n. head-pad 
máni ba  n. roll up head-pad 

manimani  [mànímàní] n. caterpillar 
mankara  [màŋkàrá] n. long basket 
Mare  [màré] sn. 1) Dendi. 2) Muslim 

— n. noble. Syn: Dɛndi 
marenɔku  [màrénɔkú] n. tree 

species 
mare  n. father, older man 

mare zɔk̃ɔ ̃ n. old man 
Mariama  [màrìámà] sn. Mary, 

Miriam. Etym: Arabic 
masa  [másà] n. maize cake. Etym: 

Dɛndi: máásà 
másalasi  [másálásí] n. mosque 
masĩni  [màsi ̃ nì] n. motorbike. Syn: 

mɔtɛɛ. Etym: English 
màso  [màsò] n. augury, divination 

màso kɛ  vt. divine; augur 
màsokɛbɔ  [màsòkɛbɔ]̀ n. divining 

tool 
màsokɛki  [màsòkɛki] n. divining 

place 
màsokɛri  [màsòkɛr̀ì] n. diviner, 

augur 
mátɛ  [mátɛ  ] vt. grope with 

mátɛmatɛ  vt. grope around, roll 
around 

mato  [mátò] n. car, vehicle. Variant: 
muta 

mauu  [máùù] n. mango. Variant: 
manguru. Etym: Dɛndi: mángù 

-mɛ  [mɛ]̀ part. 1) Sentence emphasis 
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marker. 2) Object marker in 
Copula Sentence 

-mɛ ... -mɛ  part. whether .. whether 
mɛ ́ part. Subject emphasis marker 
mɛ ̃̀  n. body 

mɛ ̃̀ dokɔñɔ  n. related 
mɛ ̃̀ ... fɛ ̃ vi. slow to recover (be) 
mɛ ̃̀ ... ga  vi. weak (be) 
mɛ ̃̀ ... futɛ  vi. stimulated (be), 

experience lust 
mɛ ̃̀ kpá  vt. put on weight 
mɛ ̃̀ kpá ...-a  vt. depend on 
mɛ ̃̀ poro  vt. find more room 
mɛ ̃̀ toto  vt. massage, exercise 
mɛ ̃̀ ũ ...-a  vt. cause pain to 
mɛ ̃̀ were  vi. recover 
mɛ ̃̀baasi  [mɛb̀áásí] n. flesh 
mɛ ̃̀bara  [mɛb̀árá] n. skin 
mɛ ̃̀barayã  n. physical matter, 

external matter 
mɛ ̃̀de  n. fat person 
mɛ ̃̀dokɔñɔde  [mɛd̀okɔñɔde] n. 

relative 
mɛ ̃̀dokɔñɔkɛ  [mɛd̀okɔñɔkɛ] n. being 

one body, relationship 
mɛ ̃̀fɛ ̃ [mɛf̀ɛ ̃ ] n. refusal to act 
mɛ ̃̀gu  [mɛg̀u] n. body part, limb 
mɛ ̃̀'i baba  [mɛ'̀í] vt. waste away, get 

thin 
mɛ ̃̀'ibabagyã  [mɛ'̀íbabagyã] n. 

wasting disease 
mɛ ̃̀kakagyã  [mɛk̀ákágyã] n. oedema, 

swelling 
mɛ ̃̀kã  [mɛk̀ã ] n. body hair 
mɛ ̃̀kãsɛsɛ  [mɛk̀ã sɛs̀ɛ]̀ n. hair on back 

of neck 

mɛ ̃̀kɛkɛbɔ  [mɛk̀ɛkɛbɔ]̀ n. cosmetic 
mɛ ̃̀kɛmuna [mɛk̀ɛmùnà] n. loss of 

vitality 
mɛ ̃̀kpana  [mɛk̀pánà] aadj. fattened 
mɛ ̃̀kpɛtɛ  [mɛk̀pɛt̀ɛ]̀ n. drowsiness, 

sluggishness 
mɛ ̃̀n  [mɛŋ̣̀́̀] cn. counting unit for 

things 
mɛ ̃̀ndonna  adj. unique 
mɛ ̃̀nna ma  [mɛǹ ̣́a] vt. experience 

physical comfort 
mɛ ̃̀pɛpɛkɛrɛki  [mɛp̀ɛ  pɛ  kɛrɛ  ki] n. joint 
mɛ ̃̀poroki  [mɛp̀òróki] n. room, space 

(personal) 
mɛ ̃̀'ũmma  [mɛ'̀ũṃ́ á] n. pain 
mɛ ̃̀vãnasari  [mɛv̀ãnàsàrí] n. 

immortal body, immortality 
mɛ ̃̀wãna  [mɛẁãná] n. fever 
mɛ ̃̀yãnidɛna  [mɛǹ̃ánidɛnà] n. lust 
mɛ ̃̀yĩda  [mɛǹ̃ída] n. sluggishness 
mɛ ̃̀yĩdade  n. sluggish person 

mɛ ̃̀n  [mɛṆ̀̀́] cn. unit for counting 
things 

mɛna  [mɛǹa] vi. patient (be), endure 
mɛna ...-nɛ  vi. patient with (be) 
mɛna(na) [mɛǹanà] n. patience, 

tolerance 
mɛna fɔ ̃ vt. endure 
mɛnakɛ  [mɛǹakɛ] n. patience, 

endurance 
mɛ ̃̀nari [mɛǹàrì] n. patient person 

-mɛnɛ  pr. to/for me 
mɛśɛ  [mɛ  sɛ  ] n. broom 
mɛtɛɛmɛtɛɛ  adv. taking small steps 
mɛt́ɛmɛtɛ  [mɛ  tɛ  mɛ  tɛ  ] adv. 1) very 

ripe, well cooked. 2) calm 
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mhmm  [ṃ́̀hmṃ́ ] exc. aha! 
mi  vt. drink, suck 

mina  [minà] adj. drinkable 
mì  n. 1) head. 2) sense, meaning 

mì bo  vt. shave head, have haircut 
mì bo ...-n  vt. disassociate oneself 

from, escape from 
mì dɛ  vt. finish, complete 
mì ká tún  vt. put head between legs 
mì kɛ ̃...-a  vt. refrain from, separate 

from 
mì natɛ ...-nɛ  vt. bow to, defer to, 

give respect to, submit to 
mì pɛ ́...-a  vt. head for 
mì pɛt́ɛ  vt. bow head (to ground) 
mì pípi  vt. purge (of charm or 

accusation) 
mì sɛśɛ  vt. tease hair 
mì sí  vt. save, rescue 
mì tã  vt. plait hair 
mì vĩ  vt. have sense, meaning 
mì'arɛ  [mì'arɛ  ] n. forehead 
mìbobɔ  [mìbobɔ]̀ n. razor 
mìboki  [mìboki] n. way of escape 
mìbɔkɔ  [mìbɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. pillow 
mìbɔkɔsɔ  [mìbɔk̀ɔs̀ɔ]̀ n. pillow slip, 

travel bag 
mìdangura  [mìdaŋúgurà] adv. 

above head, zenith 
mìde  n. wise person, leader 
mìdɛki  [mìdɛki] n. ending, 

completion 
mìdibɔ  [mìdibɔ]̀ n. headrest 
mìgbarasu  [mìgbarasú] n. baldness 
mìgbarasude  n. bald person 
mìgbã  [mígbã ] adv. uncovered head 

mìiamiia  [mìiàmìià] pp. per head 
mìkã  [mìkã ] n. hair 
mìkã kɛr̃ɛ  vt. cut off hair 
mìkpaki  [mìkpáki] n. shelter, 

refuge 
mìkpɛrɛ  [mìkpɛrɛ]̀ n. back of head 
mìkpɛrɛ zu ...-nɛ  vt. disregard 
mìlɛlɛ  [mìlɛ  lɛ  ] n. headache 
mìnatɛri  [mìnàtɛ  rì] n. servile 
mìnna  [mìn ̣́a] n. fortune, good luck 
mìnnade  aadj. fortunate, lucky 
mì'oro  [mì'óro] n. stump 
mìpakɔã kɛ  [mìpákɔã̀] vt. replace 

with another 
mìsari  aadj. senseless (matter) 
mìsaride  n. mentally deficient 

person 
mìsarikɛ  [mìsàríkɛ] n. stupidity 
mìsariyã  n. senseless action 
mìsɛsɛbɔ  [mìsɛ  sɛ  bɔ]̀ n. teasing comb 
mìsiri  [mìsìrì] n. redeemer 
mìsɔñtɛ  [mìsɔ̃ ntɛ  ] n. top, dome 
mìtãna  [mìtã nà] n. woven hair 
mìtoko  [mìtókó] n. skull 
mì'ufutu  [mì'úfùtu] n. brain 
mìvãni  n. bad luck, misfortune 

milɛ ble  [mìlɛ  ] vt. control, restrain, 
win over 

miliɔ ̃ [mílíɔ]̃ cn. million. Etym: English 
minisita  [mínísítà] n. minister. Etym: 

English 
minti  [míntì] cn. minute. Etym: 

English 
míɔmiɔ  [míɔ míɔ ] adv. completely 
mira  [mìra] n. tomb, grave 

miragbɛ  [mìragbɛ]̀ n. gravestone 
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miragbɛlɛkparɛ  [mìragbɛl̀ɛ  kpárɛ  ] n. 
gravestone lid 

miralɛ  [mìralɛ  ] n. grave entrance 
mirawɛɛ  [mìrawɛɛ̀]̀ n. grave pit 

misi  [mìsí] n. tick 
Misila  [misilà] sn. Egypt. Etym: Arabic 
mita  [mítà] cn. metre. Etym: English 
mlã̃̀  n. snake 

mlɛ ̃...-a  vi. pounce on, embrace 
mlã̃̀da  n. python 
mlɛm̃lɛ ̃...-a  vi. pounce on, embrace 

-mma  [ṃa] pr. to/on you (Sg.) 
-mÆma  [ṃ́ á] pr. to/on them 
mɔ  n. 1) moon. 2) month 

mɔ dufu n. new moon 
mɔ gã̃̀ gusisin  vi. no moon (bee) 
mɔ kɛ ̃̀ papana  vi. full moon (be) 
mɔ'azia  [mɔ'àzíà] n. Venus 
mɔgankible  [mɔgàŋkíble] n. Venus 
mɔvura  [mɔvúrà] n. bright moon 
mɔvura'i  [mɔvúrà'í] n. bright 

moonlight 
mɔ1́  vi. come. Only used in Imperative, 

otherwise 'su' 
mɔ ́...-a  vi. enough, sufficient, satisfy 
mɔ ́...-o ... -nɛ  vi. bring (to), lead 

(to) 
mɔkɔãna  [mɔ kɔãnà] adv. sufficient, 

enough 
mɔ2́  vt. swallow 

mɔ ́ĩni/bùnu  vi. swallow whole 
mɔḿɔ  [mɔ mɔ ] vt. swallow many, 

gulp down 
mɔḿɔna  [mɔ mɔ nà] aadj. oral 

mɔ̃̀  n. 1) iron, metal. 2) trap. 3) watch. 
4) bell 

mɔ̃̀ baasa  vt. refine metal 
mɔ̃̀ lɛ ́ vt. ring bell 
mɔ̃̀baasari  [mɔb̀ààsarì] n. refiner 
mɔ̃̀da  n. padlock 
mɔ̃̀fura  [mɔf̀ùrà] n. helmet 
mɔ̃̀gba  [mɔg̀bá] n. metal pillar 
mɔ̃̀gbãndurukpana 

 [mɔg̀bãndurukpánà] n. cross 
(metal) 

mɔ̃̀gbɛ  [mɔg̀bɛ]̀ n. lead 
mɔ̃̀gbɔ ̃ [mɔg̀bɔ̃]̀ n. iron ore waste 
mɔ̃̀goro  n. bar for door/gate 
mɔ̃̀goro kpá  vt. bar 
mɔ̃̀gorokpana  [mɔg̀orokpánà] n. 

iron bar 
mɔ̃̀gotɛ ̃ [mɔg̀ótɛ ̃ ] n. brass, copper 
mɔ̃̀kakɔãna  [mɔk̀ákɔãnà] n. chain 
mɔ̃̀kpati  [mɔk̀pàtì] n. iron shackle 
mɔ̃̀nɛ  [mɔǹɛ  ] n. key 
mɔ̃̀'oro  [mɔ'̀oro] n. cauldron 
mɔ̃̀pɔ  [mɔp̀ɔ ] n. iron article 
mɔ̃̀pu  [mɔp̀ú] n. white metal, steel 
mɔ̃̀si  [mɔs̀í] n. iron 
mɔ̃̀terere  [mɔt̀erere] n. spoke 
mɔ̃̀'uta  [mɔ'̀ùtá] n. breastplate 
mɔ̃̀wakarɛ  [mɔẁákàrɛ  ] n. necklace 
mɔ̃̀zã  [mɔz̀ã] n. metal ornament 

mɔ kɛ ...-nɛ  vi. give extra (by seller) 
mɔ ...-nɛ  vt. show 
mɔkɔñ  [mɔkɔ̃Ṇ̀] pr. you (Sg. 

Appositional) 
mɔḱɔñɔ  [mɔ kɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ pr. they 

(Appositional) 
mɔngo  [mɔŋgó] n. genet 
Mɔnnai  [mɔṇai] sn. Monnai 
mɔńɔnɔ  [mɔ nɔ nɔ ] adj. runny (thin) 
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liquid 
mɔra  [mɔr̀á] n. payment, vengeance 

mɔra ká ...-a  vt. recompense, avenge 
mɔrakari  [mɔr̀ákàrì] n. avenger 

mɔrɔ1  [mɔ rɔ]̀ n. harp. Etym: Dɛndi: 
móólò 

mɔrɔ lɛ ́ vt. play harp 
mɔrɔlɛri  [mɔ rɔl̀ɛr̀ì] n. harpist 
mɔrɔ'ũ  [mɔ rɔ'̀ŋ̣́] n. sound of harp 

mɔrɔ2  [mɔr̀ɔ ] adv. not wearing 
waistband 

mɔsɔ  [mɔs̀ɔ ] vt. suck 
mɔśɔ1  [mɔ sɔ ] n. mosquito 

mɔśɔkpɛ  [mɔ sɔ kpɛ  ] n. mosquito net 
mɔśɔ2  [mɔ sɔ ] n. tree species 
mɔsɔnɔ  [mɔs̀ɔǹɔ ] n. soap 
mɔtɔ  [mɔt̀ɔ ] n. moisture, dew 

mɔtɔ ... kpá/pisi  vi. dew (fall) 
mpi  [ṃpì] pr. you (Sg.) 
mpinɔ  [ṃ́ pìnɔ] pr. them 
mudu  [múdù] n. measure 
múkumuku  [múkúmúkú] adv. feeble, 

weak, soft 
mùkumuku  [mùkùmùkù] adv. 

rotten, weak. Etym: Dɛndi: 
múgúmúgú 

mukutu  [mùkútú] n. fragment, stump 
mùna  [mùnà] n. rotten 

mùna kũ  vt. rot (wood, rope) 
mùnamuna  adv. rotten 

muniyã [múníñá] adv. last year 
muraru  [mùrárù] n. 1) use, usage. 

2) charm 
muraru kɛ  vt. use of (make); charm 
murarude  n. charmer 

mure  [múre] n. rice. Etym: Dɛndi: mo 
Musa  [músá] sn. Moses. Etym: Dɛndi: 

Mùsá (Arabic) 
musadi  [musadì] n. mustard. Etym: 

English 
musadi wɛ ́ n. mustard seed 

mùsɛ  [mùsɛ]̀ n. dampness 
mùsɛ ... futɛ  vi. rise (dampness) 
mùsɛ kɛ  vt. dampen 

musu  [mùsú] n. top 
— adv. high, above 

musude  aadj. heavenly 
musumusu  [mùsúmùsú] adv. high 

above 
musupɔ  [mùsúpɔ ] n. heavenly body 

músu  [músù] n. lion. Etym: Dɛndi: 
múúsù 

músuda  [músùda] n. lioness 
músuko  [músùkó] n. cat (domestic) 
músusa  [músùsà] n. male lion 

Musulumi  [mùsùlùmí] sn. Muslim 
muta  [mútà] n. car, vehicle. Variant: 

mato 
muta zɔ̃̃̀kɔ ̃ n. truck 

mutɛ  [mutɛ  ] vi. uproot, appear 
— vt. dig up 

mu'u  [mu'ú] n. pap, food paste 
mu'ukoto  [mu'úkótó] n. pap flake 

N  -  n 
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-n1  [Ṇ̀́] part. fronted Object marker 
-n yá  part. whether 
-nlo  [ṇ́̀lo] part. it is not 

-n2  [Ṇ] pp. in 
n  [Ṇ] pr. 1) you (Sg. Object). 2) your 

(Sg.). 3) you (Sg. Past) 
ndì  [ṇdì] pr. you (Sg. Habitual) 
ndìgɔ ̃ [ṇdìgɔ]̃ pr. you always (Sg. 

Habitual) 
ndo  [ṇdo] pr. you alone (Sg.) 

ń  [N ̣́] pr. 1) them. 2) their 
ńdo  [n ̣́do] pr. they alone 
ńdona  [n ̣́donà] adv. apart (group) 
ńtɛñɛ  [n ̣́tɛ ̃ nɛ  ] pr. they exclusively 

ń  [N ̣́] pr. 1) you (Sg. Stative). 2) then 
you will (Sg.) 

ńdi  [n ̣́dí] pr. you didn't 
ńtɛn(i)  [n ̣́tɛ  ni] pr. you are/were 

(Sg.). 'i' form before pronoun 
ǹ  [Ṇ̀́] pr. you (Sg. Subjunctive) 

ǹgɔ ̃ [ŋ̣́̀gɔ]̃ pr. you always 
(Subjunctive) 

ǹsun ...-ro  [ṇ́̀súN ̣́] pr. you must not, 
don't 

ǹsungɔ ̃...-ro  [ṇ́̀súŋ̣́ ̣́gɔ]̃ pr. you must 
never, never 

ǹ da  [Ṇ̀́] vt. moan, groan 
-na1  [nà] part. participle affix 
na  vt. light (lamp) 

— vi. stuck closed (eye) 
na ...-a  vt. add, stick to 
— vi. commence, join 

na ...-a ...-nɛ  vt. add to for 
na ...-i  vi. move to, approach, cling 

to, lean on 
— vt. clothe 

na ... kpɛ  vi. shelter, take refuge in 
na ...-nɛ ... ɔĩ  vt. entrust to, hand 

over to 
naana  [naànà] n. beginning, start 
naanagɔrɔ  [naànàgɔrɔ] n. starting 

time 
nagui  [naguì] vi. disappear 
nakara ...-a  vt. press on, force 
naki  n. refuge 
nakɔã  [nakɔã̀] vi. stick together 
— vt. put together, close 

nakɔr̃ɛ ...-o  [nakɔr̃ɛ  ] vt. pressure, 
force, exhort 

nalia  [nàlíà] n. fern that grows on 
trees 

nan  [naŋ̣́] vi. cave in (eye) 
nanagui  [nanaguì] vi. loiter, lurk 
nanakɔã  [nanakɔã̀] vt. fold together 
nana ...-i  vt. pester someone for 
nana ...-nɛ  vt. calm, relieve 
nanana  [nananà] aadj. worn out 
natɛ  [natɛ  ] vi. bend over, crouch 
— vt. lower, flatten, brutalize 

natɛ ...-nɛ  vi. bow to, submit to, 
defer to 

nà1  pp. like, according to. See lákũ ... 
nà 

nà2  n. famine, hunger 
nà ... dɛ  vt. hungry (be) 
nàde  adj. hungry, famished 
nàdɛri  [nàdɛr̀ì] n. hungry person 
nàgɔrɔ  [nàgɔrɔ] n. famine 

Naa  [nàá] sn. Mamma 
náani  [náání] n. confidence, trust. 

Etym: Dɛndi: náánáy 
náani kɛ  vt. trust, believe in. 
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Ditransitive 
náani kpá ...-a  vt. reassure 
náani vĩ  vt. trustworthy (be), reliable 

(be) 
náanide  n. faithful, trustworthy 
náanikɛ  n. faithfulness 
náanikɛnasari  [nááníkɛnàsàrí] n. 

unbelief 
náanikɛri [nááníkɛr̀ì] n. believer 
náanikɛrisari  n. unbeliever 
náanisari  aadj. uncertain 
náanisaride  n. disloyal person, 

untrustworthy person, unfaithful 
person 

náanisariyã  n. faithless deed 
naasi  [naasí] n. awe 

naasi ... kũ  vt. awestruck (be) 
naaside  aadj. awesome, imposing 
naasikɛ  n. awesomeness 
naasiyã  n. awesome deed 

nabi  [nàbí] vt. sew 
nabi(nabi)na  [nàbínàbínà] aadj. 

sewn up 
nagã  n. millet 

nagã kàde  n. millet species 
nagã kɛ ̃ vt. harvest millet 
nagãku  [nagãkù] n. tree species 
nagãvlãkoko  [nagãvlã kòkó] n. 

millet (bent stalk) 
nagãwisawaka  [nagãwisawákà] n. 

millet species 
Naigya  [náígyà] sn. Niger State 
naira [náírà] cn. naira 
nakia  [nàkía] n. sweet rice flour 
namba  [námbà] n. number, sign. 

Etym: English 

namba kɛ/kɛ/̃na/dɔ ...-a  vt. sign on 
(make) 

nambata  [nàmbàtá] n. patch 
nambata kɛ  vt. patch 

nana  n. dream 
nana o  vt. dream 
nana bã̃̀nɛ  n. wild dreams, 

nightmare 
nana'ori  [nana'òrì] n. dreamer 

nangbɛrɛ  [nàŋgbɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. mussel 
nanɔ  [nànɔ] sn. wife 

nanɔnɔ  [nànɔnɔ]̀ sn. wife and 
companions 

nanɔnɔ  [nànɔnɔ] n. wives. Syn: 
nɔnɔ 

Nanzeria  [nànzérià] sn. Nigeria 
nare  [nàré] n. fish species 
naro  [nàró] vt. count 

naro kɛ  vt. have census 
narogɔrɔ  [nàrógɔrɔ] n. census time 
narona  [nàrónà] n. census 

nasara  [násárà] exc. success, victory. 
Syn: sa'a. Etym: Hausa: nasarà 

nasio  [nàsió] n. 1) umbrella tree. 
2) great great grandchild 

nasio pura  n. tree species 
nasio sira  n. tree species 

Nazɛra  [nazɛ  rà] sn. Nazareth 
-nɛ  [nɛ]̀ pp. to, for (Benefactive) 

— pr. to/for him/her 
nɛ  vi. fall 

— vt. fell, overthrow 
nɛ ́ n. 1) child ;offspring. 2) fruit. 3) lid 

nɛ ́gwa  vt. raise child 
nɛ ́i  vt. bear child 
nɛ ́kpá  vt. produce fruit 
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nɛ ́ta ...-lɛ  vt. close lid on 
nɛb́ongi  [nɛ  bòŋgi] n. undeveloped 

fruit 
nɛd́e  aadj. fruitful 
nɛf́itikɛgɔrɔ  [nɛ  fítíkɛgɔrɔ] n. infancy 
nɛf́itinna  [nɛ  fítín ̣́á] n. small child 
nɛǵaga  n. child epidemic 
nɛǵbĩni  [nɛ  gbi ̃ǹì] n. egg 
nɛǵbĩni da  vt. lay egg 
nɛǵɔrɔ  n. childhood. Variant: 

nɛḱɛgɔrɔ 
nɛǵɔg̃bɛ ̃ [nɛ  gɔg̃bɛ ̃ ] n. 1) boy. 2) son. 

3) hero, strong man 
nɛǵɔg̃bɛk̃ɛgɔrɔ  [nɛ  gɔg̃bɛ ̃ kɛgɔrɔ] n. 

boyhood 
nɛǵɔg̃bɛk̃ɛyã  [nɛ  gɔg̃bɛ ̃ kɛñá] n. act of 

heroism 
nɛǵwari  [nɛ  gwàrì] n. nurse 
nɛ'́i  n. birth 
nɛ'́igɔrɔ  n. time of birth, birthday 
nɛ'́iri  [nɛ  'ìrì] aadj. fruit-bearing 
nɛ'́isari  adv. childless 
nɛ'́isɔ  [nɛ  'isɔ]̀ n. womb, uterus 
nɛ'́iwãwã  [nɛ  'iwãwã] n. birth pangs 
nɛḱɛgɔrɔ  [nɛ  kɛgɔrɔ] n. childhood 
nɛḱɔt̃ɔ ̃ n. umbilical cord 
nɛḱparɛ  [nɛ  kpàrɛ  ] n. lid 
nɛḱpãni  [nɛ  kpã ní] n. bastard 
nɛḱpãntɛ ̃ [nɛ  kpãǹtɛ ̃ ] n. newborn, 

baby 
nɛńɔgbɛ ̃ [nɛ  nɔgbɛ ̃ ] n. 1) girl. 

2) daughter. 3) strong adult 
woman 

nɛńɔkpare  [nɛ  nɔkpáré] n. girl under 
marriageable age 

nɛńɔkparekɛgɔrɔ  [nɛ  nɔkpárékɛgɔrɔ] 
n. girlhood 

nɛŕande  [nɛ  rande] n. woman with 
baby 

nɛśa  [nɛ  sà] n. male offspring 
nɛśɛtɛri  [nɛ  sɛt̀ɛ  rì] n. midwife 

nɛ ́ part. mood marker of enquiry 
nɛ ̃̀  n. tree 
Nɛɛza  [nɛ  ɛ  zà] sn. Niger Republic. 

Etym: French 
nɛ ̃̀gɛñɛgɛ ̃ [nɛg̀ãǹɛg̀ã]̀ adv. brackish 
nɛḱunɛku  [nɛ  kúnɛ  kú] adv. finely 

ground 
nɛńɛ  [nɛ  nɛ  ] n. tongue 

nɛńɛnatɛnade  [nɛ  nɛ  natɛ  nàde] n. 
mute 

nɛńɛworo  [nɛ  nɛ  wòró] n. gecko 
nɛrɛ  [nɛrɛ]̀ n. faded skin complaint 
nɛ ̃̀sɛ  [nɛs̀ɛ]̀ n. stomach 

nɛ ̃̀sɛ fĩ  vi. have stomach pain 
nɛ ̃̀sɛ litɛ  vt. change heart, repent 
nɛ ̃̀sɛ vutɛ  vt. stir someone up 
nɛ ̃̀sɛ yaka  vi. gloomy, grieve 
— vt. upset, grieve 

nɛ ̃̀sɛ'aso  [nɛs̀ɛ'̀aso] n. entrails 
nɛ ̃̀sɛde  adj. thoughtful 
nɛ ̃̀sɛdo  [nɛs̀ɛd̀o] n. sincerity, single 

mind 
nɛ ̃̀sɛdode  n. sincere person 
nɛ ̃̀sɛdokɔñɔ  [nɛs̀ɛd̀okɔñɔ] n. unity, 

harmony 
nɛ ̃̀sɛfutade  [nɛs̀ɛf̀utade] n. hot 

tempered person 
nɛ ̃̀sɛfutakɛ  [nɛs̀ɛf̀utakɛ] n. frivolity, 

futility 
nɛ ̃̀sɛfutɛri  [nɛs̀ɛf̀ùtɛ  rì] n. weak 

person 
nɛ ̃̀sɛgɔb̃a  [nɛs̀ɛg̀ɔb̃à] n. jealousy 
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nɛ ̃̀sɛgɔb̃a kɛ  vt. jealous (be) 
nɛ ̃̀sɛgɔb̃ade  n. jealous person 
nɛ ̃̀sɛgũn ... pu  [nɛs̀ɛg̀ŋ̣́ŋ̣̀́] vi. feel 

happy 
nɛ ̃̀sɛgũnyã  [nɛs̀ɛg̀ŋ̣́ŋ̣̀́ñá] n. heart 

matter 
nɛ ̃̀sɛkpatɛri  [nɛs̀ɛk̀pàtɛ  rì] n. 

comforter. Syn: laakarikpatɛri 
nɛ ̃̀sɛlɛ kútɛ ...-nɛ  [nɛs̀ɛl̀ɛ  ] vt. 

prostrate oneself before 
nɛ ̃̀sɛlɛkutɛa  [nɛs̀ɛl̀ɛ  kùtɛ  a] adv. 

prostrate 
nɛ ̃̀sɛmana  [nɛs̀ɛm̀ana] n. goodwill 
nɛ ̃̀sɛmanade  n. generous, kind 

person 
nɛ ̃̀sɛ'ɔnɔnɔde  [nɛs̀ɛ'̀ɔnɔnɔde] n. 

having protruding stomach 
nɛ ̃̀sɛpãsĩde  [nɛs̀ɛp̀ãsĩde] n. ill-willed 
nɛ ̃̀sɛpla  [nɛs̀ɛp̀la] n. duplicity, 

double-mindedness 
nɛ ̃̀sɛplade  n. double-minded 
nɛ ̃̀sɛpura  [nɛs̀ɛp̀úra] n. pure heart, 

clear conscience 
nɛ ̃̀sɛpurade  n. pure hearted 
nɛ ̃̀sɛsaride  n. unintelligent 
nɛ ̃̀sɛsirade  [nɛs̀ɛs̀írade] n. sad person 
nɛ ̃̀sɛ'ũmmanade  [nɛs̀ɛ'̀ṹṃ́ ánàde] n. 

having stomach pain 
nɛ ̃̀sɛvãni  [nɛs̀ɛv̀ãǹi] n. evil intent 
nɛ ̃̀sɛvãnide  n. crafty, deceitful 
nɛ ̃̀sɛwãna  [nɛs̀ɛẁãǹa] n. quick 

temper 
nɛ ̃̀sɛwãnade  n. quick tempered 

person, impulsive person 
nɛ ̃̀sɛyakayã  [nɛs̀ɛỳàkáñá] n. 

grievous affair 
nɛ ̃̀sɛyĩda  [nɛs̀ɛǹ̃ida] n. quiet spirit 

nɛ ̃̀sɛyĩdade  n. patient person 
nɛ ̃̀sɛyĩdakũna  [nɛs̀ɛǹ̃idakŋ̣́ ̣́nà] n. 

encouragement 
nɛ ̃̀sɛyɔkɔ sí  [nɛs̀ɛỳɔk̀ɔ ] vt. deeply 

moved (be) 
nɛt́onɛ  [nɛ  tónɛ  ] n. orphan 

ni1  n. desire, need 
ni ... bo ...-gu  vi. lose desire for 
ni dɛ  vt. desire, have need 
ni ... dɛ  vt. have need 
nide aadj. desirable 
nidɛri  [nidɛr̀ì] n. desirer 

ni2  [ni~ṇ] part. will (Future marker) 
-ni  [ni~ṇ] part. Future marker. 

Affixed to Stative subject pronouns 
nigɔ ̃ part. will always 
-nigɔ ̃ part. will always. Affixed to 

Stative subject pronouns 
nibɔ  [nibɔ]̀ n. visitor, stranger 

nibɔ ble  vt. live as stranger 
nibɔ kɛ/kũ  vt. entertain visitor. 

Variant: yári kɛ 
nibɔkũri  [nibɔk̀ù̃rì] n. hospitable 

person 
nigãzĩ  [nigãz̀ĩ] n. negligence 

nigãzĩ kpá  vt. neglect 
nigãzĩde  n. negligent person, simple 

person 
Nìki  [nìkì] sn. Nikki 
níkiniki  [níkíníkí] adv. very black 
nini  n. 1) shadow, reflection. 2) spirit 

nini pura  n. shadow, reflection 
nini gbãna n. spirit (human) 
ninikɛ  n. spiritual state 
ninisari  aadj. spiritless 

nísi  [nísí] n. oil, grease 
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nísi dɛ  vt. emulsify oil 
nísi dɔkɔ/kɛ/ma ...-a  vt. apply oil, 

anoint 
nísi kú ...-a  vt. anoint 
níside  adj. oily, greasy 
nísidɔkɔna  [nísídɔk̀ɔ nà] n. 

emollient 
nisifu  [nísífù] n. white shea-nut oil 

that contains water 
nísigbĩnnakɛri  [nísígbĩn ̣́nakɛr̀ì] n. 

perfumer 
-nle  [n ̣́lé] part. intensive (Adjective 

affix) 
-nlo  [ṇlo] part. yes/no question marker 

-nloo  [ṇloò] part. is it not? 
nn  [ṆṆ] exc. acknowledgement, yes 
-nna2  [n ̣́á] part. diminutive affix 
nna  [n ̣́a] adj. sweet, good, agreeable, 

sharp (edge), eloquent (mouth) 
nna kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. gracious to (be) 
nna ma  vt. well off (be), enjoy life 
nnakɛnnɛna  [n ̣́akɛn ̣́ɛnà] n. bounty 
nnamade  [n ̣́amade] aadj. bounteous 
nnamagɔrɔ  [n ̣́amagɔrɔ] n. time of 

bounty 
nnamana  [n ̣́amanà] n. enjoyment, 

comfort 
nnamari  [n ̣́amàrì] n. well off person 
nnanna  adv. very sweet, agreeable, 

pleasing 
nnasari  aadj. tasteless 

-nnɛ  [ṇɛ] pr. to/for you (Sg.) 
-ńnɛ  [n ̣́ɛ  ] pr. to/for them 
-nɔ  part. plural marker 

-nɔ  [nɔ]̀ part. specific noun plural 
marker 

-nɔn  [nɔṆ] part. plural marker 
(Stative form) 

nɔ  n. 1) woman. 2) wife 
nɔ dãmbara kpá  vt. have sex with 

woman 
nɔ sɛ ́ vt. marry woman 
nɔ yìgisaride  n. concubine 
nɔdanyĩ  [nɔdañ ̣́í] n. de facto wife 
nɔde  aadj. married (man) 
nɔdufusɛri  [nɔdufúsɛr̀ì] n. 

bridegroom 
nɔgbɛ ̃ [nɔgbɛ ̃ ] n. woman, female 
nɔgbɛk̃ɛ  n. femininity 
nɔgbɛz̃ĩnanɔlɛyĩ  [nɔgbɛ ̃ zĩnanɔlɛ  ñí] 

n. Islamic month 
nɔkpamma  [nɔkpáṃ́ á] n. fiancee 
nɔkpare  [nɔkpáré] n. girl of 

marriageable age 
nɔkpãni'ori  [nɔkpã ní'òrì] n. 

adulterer. Syn: zinade 
nɔmanablebɔ  [nɔmanablebɔ]̀ n. 

jewellery 
nɔmanakɛ  n. female beauty 
nɔmɛndode  [nɔmɛṇ̀́̀dode] n. 

husband of one wife 
nɔpose  n. 1) single girl. 2) girlfriend. 

Variant: nɔpɛsɛ (Wawa) 
nɔsɛ  [nɔsɛ  ] n. marriage, wedding 
nɔsɛgɔrɔ  [nɔsɛ  gɔrɔ] n. wedding day 
nɔsɛpɔble  [nɔsɛ  pɔ ble] n. wedding 

feast 
nɔsɛpɔbleki  n. wedding banquet 

place 
nɔsɛri  [nɔsɛr̀ì] n. groom 
nɔ'ula  [nɔ'úlá] n. vine species 
nɔzãre  [nɔzã re] n. married woman 
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nɔ̃̀  n. pregnancy 
nɔ̃̀ bɔtɛ  vt. have miscarriage 
nɔ̃̀ sí  vt. conceive 
nɔb́ɔtɛnɛ  [nɔb̀ɔtɛ  nɛ  ] n. miscarriage 
nɔ̃̀'isi  [nɔ'̀ísí] n. foetus 
nɔ̃̀sina  [nɔs̀ínà] aadj. pregnant 
nɔ̃̀sindare  [nɔs̀índare] n. pregnant 

woman 
nɔ̃̀wãwã  [nɔẁãwã] n. birth pang 
nɔ̃̀wãwãkɛri  [nɔẁãwãkɛr̀ì] n. 

woman in labour 
nɔ̃̀bɔ  [nɔb̀ɔ]̀ n. 1) animal. 2) meat 

nɔ̃̀bɔ gbɛ ̃ vt. gorge on meat 
nɔ̃̀bɔ só  vt. eat meat 
nɔ̃̀bɔbã  [nɔb̀ɔb̀ã] n. oxpecker 
nɔ̃̀bɔlou  [nɔb̀ɔl̀óú] n. taste for meat 

nɔ̃̀bɔsɛñtɛ  [nɔb̀ɔs̀ãǹtɛ  ] n. bush 
animal 

nɔ̃̀linɔli  [nɔl̀ìnɔl̀ì] adv. swarming 
nɔnɔ  [nɔǹɔ] vt. stretch (hand) 

nɔnɔ ...-i  vi. stretch hand to 
Nuhu  [núhù] sn. Noah. Etym: Dɛndi: 

Nuh (Arabic) 
nukãni  [nùkã ní] n. intestine 
nunu  [nùnú] n. electric fish 
núnu  [núnú] n. female animal that 

hasn't given birth 
-nyá  [ṇ̀̃́á] part. question (answer 

unknown) 
-nye  [ṇ̀̃́e] part. pressure to conform 

O  -  o 
 
-o  [ò] part. question particle. Expects 

affirmative answer and often 
follows negation 

-o1  [ò] pr. with it 
— pp. with 

o1  ['o] vt. speak, express, do (with 
certain Objects) 

o ...-a  vt. do to/on 
o ...-nɛ  vt. speak to, do for 
ogɔrɔ  ['ogɔrɔ] n. time of doing 
o'o  ['o'o] vt. 1) relate. 2) thread 
òri  ['òrì] n. speaker 

o2  pr. we (Past). Variant: wo 
odì  pr. we (Habitual) 
odìgɔ ̃ [odìgɔ]̃ pr. we always 

(Habitual) 
ó  pr. 1) us. 2) our. 3) we (Stative). 

4) then we will 
ódi  [ódí] pr. we didn't 
ódo(na)  [ódonà] adv. we alone, we 

apart 
ókɔñɔ  [ókɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ pr. we (Appositional) 
óni  [óni] pr. we will 
ónigɔ ̃ [ónigɔ]̃ pr. we will always 
ópinɔ  [ópìnɔ] pr. we (Contrastive) 
ósun  [ósúṆï] pr. we must 
ósungɔ ̃ [ósúŋ̣́ ̣́gɔ]̃ pr. we must always 
ótɛn(i)  [ótɛ  ni] pr. we are/were. 'i' 

form before pronoun 
ótɛñɛ  [ótɛ ̃ nɛ  ] adv. we (Exclusively) 

ò  pr. 1) they (Subjunctive). 2) they 
(Stative). 3) they (Past). They is 
definite if there is an antecedent, 
otherwise indefinite 
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odi  [òdí] pr. they didn't 
òdi  [òdì] pr. they (Habitual) 
òdigɔ ̃ [òdìgɔ]̃ pr. they always 

(Habitual) 
ògɔ ̃ [ògɔ]̃ pr. 1) they always 

(Stative). 2) they always 
(Subjunctive) 

òpi  ['òpì] n. news, rumour. Etym: ò-
pì 'one-said' 

òsun ...-ro  [òsúŋ̣́ ̣́] pr. they must not 
òsungɔ ̃...-ro  [òsúŋ̣́ ̣́gɔ]̃ pr. they must 

never 
òtɛn(i)  [òtɛ  ni] pr. they are/were. 'i' 

form before pronoun 
ò  pr. we (Subjunctive) 

ògɔ ̃ [ògɔ]̃ pr. we always 
(Subjunctive) 

òsun ...-ro  [òsúŋ̣́ ̣́] pr. we must (not 
òsungɔ ̃...-ro  [òsúŋ̣́ ̣́gɔ]̃ pr. we must 

never 
ò bo  ['ò] vt. pass faeces 
oi  ['oì] exc. no 
okũ  ['okṆ̀́] n. fist handful. Etym: ɔ-kù̃ 

'hand-grasped' 
okũ pɛt́ɛ ...-a  vt. hit with fist from 

above 
okũ dí ...-a  vt. his with fist on back 

okũ kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. hit with fist 
Oli  ['olì] sn. Oli river 
oni  pr. they will 

onigɔ ̃ pr. they will always 
o'o  ['o'o] exc. oh! 
oro  ['óro] n. cooking pot 

oro bo  vt. pot (make) 
orobori  ['órobòrì] n. potter 
orokyãnto  ['órokyãǹtó] n. base of 

old pot 
orozã  ['órozã̀] n. water-pot 

oru  ['orù] n. armpit 
òsi  ['òsì] n. indigo 

òsi kɛ vt. dye with indigo 
òsibã  ['òsìbã] n. indigo finch, 

combasu. Variant: ùsibãnna 
òsidala  ['òsìdalá] n. bush species 
òsikɛrɛ  ['òsìkɛr̀ɛ  ] n. 1) ball of indigo 

and mud. 2) bush species 
òsiwɛɛ  ['òsìwɛɛ̀]̀ n. dye pit 
òsiwɛra  ['òsìwɛr̀á] n. indigo dye pit 

area 
òso  ['òsò] n. African pearl 
osoro  ['òsòró] n. urine 

osoro bo  vt. pass urine 

Ɔ  -  ɔ 
 
ɔ  ['ɔ] n. hand, forearm 

ɔ biibii ...-a  vt. caress 
ɔ ble  vt. gain something from 

someone 
ɔ bo ...-n  vt. disengage from, 

withdraw from 

ɔ da ...-a  vt. help, give a hand to 
ɔ da kpɛn  vt. put hands behind back 
ɔ di ...-a  vt. put hand on 
ɔ dɔ ...-i  vt. stretch out hand 
ɔ fɛ ̃...-nɛ  vt. twist arm 
ɔ gbarɛ  vt. let hands drop 
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ɔ gbarɛ ...-i  vt. release, let go of 
ɔ ká ...-nɛ lɛń  vt. remorseful (make) 
ɔ kakara ...-o  vt. cooperate with 
ɔ kákũn  vt. join hands 
ɔ kã ...-a  vt. touch 
ɔ kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. signal to 
ɔ kpá ...-a  vt. 1) commence, start. 

2) shake hands with 
ɔ kpá ...-i  vt. abandon, withdraw 

hand from 
ɔ kpátɛ  vt. cover, bar with hand 
ɔ kũna  vt. occupied (be) 
ɔ le  vt. find time 
ɔ lika ...-i  vt. put hands around, 

interested in (be) a matter, 
embrace a person 

ɔ matɛ  vt. grope 
ɔ mátɛ ...-i  vt. pass hand over 
ɔ na ...-a  vt. lay hand on 
ɔ natɛ ...-a  vt. suppress 
ɔ yĩpa ...-a  vt. push on 
ɔ pɛt́ɛ ...-a  vt. strangle 
ɔ pípi  vt. wash hands 
ɔ poro  vt. give generously 
ɔ sãsã  vt. 1) lick hand. 2) reap 

benefit 
ɔ sí ...-a  vt. press on 
ɔ sɔ ̃...-i  vt. push against 
ɔ tá  vt. extend, spread 
ɔ tá ...-a  vt. close with hand 
ɔ táta ...-lɛ  vt. wait for 
ɔ tɔ ̃...-a  vt. feel, massage, oppress 
ɔ yan  vt. mix with hand 
ɔdamma  ['ɔdaṃ́ á] n. help, aid 
ɔdɔki  ['ɔdɔki] n. direction of pointing 
ɔdɔnkpɛgba  ['ɔdɔŋ̣́ ̣́kpɛgba] n. bribe 
ɔgbãtã  ['ɔgbãt̀ã]̀ n. between fingers 

ɔgbɛ  ['ɔgbɛ]̀ n. 1) work done. 
2) fingerprint 

ɔgbɛ kɛ ...-a  vt. mark 
ɔgɛde  ['ɔgɛd̀e] n. paralysed hand 
ɔgũn  ['ɔgŋ̣́̀ŋ̣́] n. palm of hand 
ɔ'i  ['ɔ'í] n. cooked food 
ɔĩ  ['ɔi ̃ ] pp. in hand of, in power of. 

Etym: Bokobaru: ɔzĩ 
ɔkakarazĩ kɛ  ['ɔkakarazĩ] vt. work in 

cooperation 
ɔkɛ ̃ ['ɔkɛ ̃ ] n. hangnail 
ɔkori  ['ɔkòri] adv. empty-handed 
ɔkɔta  ['ɔkɔt̀á] n. knuckle 
ɔkɔta pá/zɔ ̃ vt. rap with knuckle 
ɔkpa lɛ ́ ['ɔkpá] vt. clap 
ɔkpɛ  n. back of hand 
ɔla  ['ɔlá] n. palm of hand 
ɔla kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. smack 
ɔnaswãa  ['ɔnaswã à] n. great 

grandchild. Syn: sãkpɛ 
ɔnɛ  ['ɔnɛ  ] n. finger 
ɔnɛgbãna  ['ɔnɛ  gbãǹa] n. middle 

finger 
ɔnɛkparɛ  ['ɔnɛ  kpárɛ  ] n. little finger 
ɔnɛkũ  ['ɔnɛ  kŋ̣́̀] n. knuckle 
ɔnɛmida  ['ɔnɛ  mìda] n. thumb 
ɔnɛtankapɔ  ['ɔnɛ  taŋkápɔ ] n. ring 

finger 
ɔnɛterere  ['ɔnɛ  téréré] n. index finger 
ɔnɛtereredɔki  ['ɔnɛ  térérédɔki] n. 

instruction 
ɔpipi'i  ['ɔpípí'í] n. water for washing 

hands 
ɔpipisari  ['ɔpípísàrí] adv. with 

unwashed hands 
ɔpla  ['ɔpla] n. right hand 
ɔplade  n. right handed person 
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ɔplai  ['ɔplaì] pp. on right of 
ɔplapla  ['plapla] adv. eagerly, 

enthusiastically 
ɔplɛ  ['ɔplɛ] n. scapula, shoulder 

blade 
ɔtã  ['ɔtã]̀ n. span 
ɔtɔm̃mana  ['ɔtɔ̃ ṃ́ ánà] n. affliction, 

oppression 
ɔzɛ  ['ɔzɛ] n. left hand 
ɔzɛde  n. left handed person 
ɔzɛi  ['ɔzɛì] pp. on left of 
ɔzĩ  ['ɔzĩ] n. craft, manual skill 
ɔzĩ kɛ  vt. craftwork (do) 
ɔzĩkɛri  ['ɔzĩkɛr̀ì] n. craftsman 

ɔ1́  ['ɔ ] n. cry, sound 
ɔ ́bo  vt. cry or sound (make) 
ɔ ́gbãna dɔ  vt. cry aloud 
ɔɔ́ dɔ (...-nɛ)  ['ɔ ɔ ] vt. cry out (to) 
ɔɔ́dɔ  ['ɔ ɔ dɔ] n. crying, weeping 
ɔɔ́dɔri  ['ɔ ɔ dɔr̀ì] n. crier 
ɔɔ́dɔriki  ['ɔ ɔ dɔr̀ìkí] n. child that is 

always crying 
ɔ2́  n. gum 
ɔ̃̀da  ['ɔd̀à] n. coal-tar, pitch 
ɔgɔ  ['ɔg̀ɔ ] n. money 

ɔgɔ dɛ/ble  vt. spend money 
ɔgɔ kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. lend money 
ɔgɔ lilin kɛ  vt. exchange money 
ɔgɔbɔkɔ  ['ɔg̀ɔ bɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. purse 
ɔgɔda  ['ɔg̀ɔ da] n. treasure, capital 
ɔgɔdade  n. money lender 
ɔgɔdakɛri  [ɔg̀ɔ dakɛr̀ì] n. money 

lender 
ɔgɔdaki  ['ɔg̀ɔ daki] n. treasury, 

money-box 
ɔgɔdaside  ['ɔg̀ɔ dàsíde] n. very rich 

person 
ɔgɔde n. rich person 
ɔgɔditɛki  [ɔg̀ɔ ditɛ  ki] n. bank 
ɔgɔ'i  ['ɔg̀ɔ 'í] n. interest 
ɔgɔ'i ká/kara ...-nɛ  vt. add interest 
ɔgɔkete  ['ɔg̀ɔ keté] n. small money, 

change 
ɔgɔlilinkɛri  ['ɔg̀ɔ lìlíŋkɛr̀ì] n. money-

changer 
ɔgɔpura  ['ɔg̀ɔ púra] n. 1) cowry. 

2) cash 
ɔgɔsiri  [ɔg̀ɔ sìrì] n. tax-collector 
ɔgɔsɔ  ['ɔg̀ɔ sɔ]̀ n. money belt 
ɔgɔsɔñɔ  ['ɔg̀ɔ sɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ n. purse 
ɔgɔ'utɛri  ['ɔg̀ɔ 'ùtɛ  rì] n. treasurer 
ɔgɔvãniwɛtɛri  ['ɔg̀ɔ vãǹiwɛt̀ɛ  rì] n. 

seeker of dishonest gain 
ɔgɔwapu  ['ɔg̀ɔ wápu] n. coin 
ɔgɔwɛtɛzɛ  ['ɔg̀ɔ wɛtɛ  zɛ  ] n. money 

making scheme 
ɔkɔsi  ['ɔkɔs̀í] adv. evening 

ɔkɔsiala  ['ɔkɔsíàla] adv. this evening 
ɔkɔsialɛzio  ['ɔkɔs̀íàlɛ  zìò] adv. 

twilight, dusk 
ɔn  ['ɔ Ṇ̀́] n. 1) compound. 2) family 

ɔmbede  ['ɔṃ́̀bede] n. family head 
ɔnde  ['ɔ ṇ́̀de] n. household leader 
ɔngura  ['ɔ ŋ̣́̀gurà] n. yard, compound 

area 
ɔnkatɛri  ['ɔ ŋ̣́̀kàtɛ  rì] n. family founder 
ɔnkũri  ['ɔ ŋ̣́̀kù̃rì] n. householder 
ɔnlɛ  ['ɔ ṇ́̀lɛ  ] n. compound gate 
ɔnzĩ  ['ɔ ṇ́̀zĩ] n. housework 

ɔnɛ  ['ɔǹɛ] n. necklace 
ɔnɔnɔ  ['ɔnɔnɔ] adv. protruding 
-ɔɔ  [ɔ ɔ] part. apologetic particle 
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ɔsi  ['ɔsi] n. wrestle, struggle 
ɔsi ká  vt. wrestle, struggle 
ɔsi nɛ  vt. win wrestle, overcome 

struggle 
ɔsikari  ['ɔsikàrì] n. wrestler 

Ɔ̃  -  ɔ ̃
 
ɔñdɔ ̃ ['ɔ̃ ndɔ]̃ n. wisdom, cleverness 

ɔñdɔ ̃da ...-nɛ  vt. teach wisdom 
ɔñdɔ ̃kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. outwit, deceive 
ɔñdɔ ̃kpátɛ ...-i  vt. outwit 
ɔñdɔ ̃kũ  vt. wise (become) 
ɔñdɔd̃e  n. trickster, deceiver 
ɔñdɔk̃ɛãnade  ['ɔ̃ ndɔk̃ɛ ̃ ánàde] n. 

simple person 

ɔñdɔ'̃ɔñdɔ ̃ adv. craftily, wisely 
ɔñdɔña  ['ɔ̃ ndɔñà] n. mature person 
ɔñdɔr̃i  ['ɔ̃ ndɔr̃ì] n. wise person, 

clever person 
ɔñdɔs̃aride  n. fool 
ɔñdɔs̃arikɛ  n. foolishness 
ɔñdɔỹã  n. word of wisdom 

P  -  p 
 
pa  vi. full (be) 

— vt. fill 
papa  vi. mature (be), reach full 

amount, fulfiled (be) 
papa...-a  vi. fulfilled (be), complete 

in (be) 
papa...-nɛ  vt. fulfil for 
papana  [papanà] adv. in full, 

complete 
pá1  vt. sting, hit 

pá ...-a  vt. fix on 
pá mìio  vt. butt 
pápa  [pápá] vt. sting 
pápa kũ gbɛ ̃̀ɛo  vt. stone 

pá2  n. handle 
paini  [painì] n. pine. Etym: English 
páipai  [páípáí] adv. sharply 
páka  [páká] n. wave, ripple 
pakɛ  [pakɛ~pakɛ]̀ vt. till and plant 

pampara  [pámpàrá] n. weed species 
para1  n. barren woman 

parakɛ  n. barrenness, infertility 
para2  [pàrá] n. worry, concern 
para3  [pàrá] vi. split 

— vt. split, cut open 
parakɔr̃ɛ  [pàrákɔr̃ɛ  ] vi. split apart 
parapara  vt. split many 

pari  [pàri] n. crowd 
paride  n. majority 

pasuto  [pásutò] n. Pastor. Etym: 
English 

pata  [pàtá] vt. shout 
pata ...-a  vt. shout at, rebuke 

pã  n. nothingness, uselessness 
— adj. simple, useless 
— adv. uselessly, for nothing 

pã kɛ ...-o  vt. careless with (be), 
waste 
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pã kpá ...-i  vt. abandon 
pãpã  n. waste, frustration, 

uselessness, immorality 
— aadj. useless 
— adv. for nothing 

pãpã kɛ  vt. act immorally 
pãpãde  n. worthless person 
pãpãbɛñɛkɛri  [pãpãbãǹɛk̀ɛr̀ì] n. 

sexual pervert 
pãpãkɛri  [pãpãkɛr̀ì] n. sexually 

immoral person 
pãpãkɔk̃ɔ ̃ [pãpãkɔ̃k̀ɔ̃ ] n. immoral 

amusement 
pã ...-i  vi. pass by 

— vt. put alongside 
pã ...-la  [pã ] vt. go around, cross 

over 
pã ...-nɛ  vi. avoid, dodge, deviate 
Pãnla  [pãn ̣́la] sn. Passover 

pãmpãm  [pã ṃ́ pã ṃ́ ] adv. full 
pãn  [pã Ṇ̀́] cn. pound. Etym: English 
pãnde  sadj. certain other 

pã̃̀nde  [pãǹde] aadj. additional 
pãsĩ  [pãsi ̃ ] adj. wild, savage, mean, 

cruel 
pãsĩkɛ  n. cruelty, ferociousness 
pãsĩnle  padj. rather wild 
pãsĩpãsĩ  adv. very wild, ferocious, 

dangerous 
pãtɛ  [pã tɛ  ] vt. throw down 

pãtɛpãtɛ  vt. strike down many 
pémpem  [péṃ́ péṃ́ ] adv. full 
pɛ ́ vt. 1) blow. 2) transplant 

pɛ ́...-a  vi. 1) chase. 2) perch 
— vt. fix to 

pɛ ́nɔa  vi. divorce woman 

pɛkɛrɛ ...-a [pɛ  kɛrɛ  ] vi. complete 
(be), perfect (be), join 

pɛkɛrɛki  n. joint 
pɛkɛrɛna  adj. complete, joined 
pɛḱi  n. joint, perch, assigned place 
pɛkɔã [pɛ  kɔã̀] vt. join, provoke 
— vi. chase one another 

pɛḿmari  [pɛ  ṃ́ árì] n. pursuer 
pɛṕɛ  vt. fix in place, plant 
pɛṕɛkɛrɛ  [pɛ  pɛ  kɛrɛ  ] vt. join together 
pɛt́ɛ  [pɛ  tɛ  ] vt. 1) erect, plant. 2) bow 

to ground (face) 
pɛt́ɛ ...-i  vi. pursue 
pɛt́ɛki  n. erection site 
pɛt́ɛpɛtɛ  vt. erect, plant (many) 

pɛ ̃̀  n. mat 
pɛŕɛpɛrɛ  [pɛ  rɛ  pɛ  rɛ  ] adv. flickering, 

sparkling 
pɛśɛ [pɛ  sɛ  ] n. comb 
Pɛsia  [pɛsià] sn. Persia. Etym: English 
pɛ ̃̀tɛpɛtɛ  [pɛt̀ɛp̀ɛt̀ɛ]̀ adv. soft (ground) 
pɛt̃ɛ ̃ [pãt̀ɛ ̃ ] n. annoyance, dissatisfation 

pɛt̃ɛ ̃kɛ  vt. show annoyance 
pɛt̃ɛd̃e  n. angry person 

pi1  n. waist 
— cn. garment 

pi2  vi. say 
— vt. criticise 

pi ...-nɛ  vi. say to 
pi3  vt. forge 

pìri  [pìrì] n. forger 
pí  vi. flash, shine 

pípi  vi. boil 
— vt. wash (clothes, hands) 

pipina  [pípínà] adj. boiled 
pìpiri  [pìpìrì] n. washer 
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pì  aadj. aforementioned 
pia  [pìá] vi. bloom, flower 

— vt. expand, open up 
piana  [pìánà] aadj. blooming 

pínki  [píŋkí] aadj. every 
— adv. all 

pínkipinki  adv. totally 
píopio  [píópíó] adv. very sharp 
pipi  [pìpi] vt. hatch 
pisi  [pìsí] n. vomit 

— vi. vomit 
pisi ...-a  vi. revealed on (be) 
— vt. pour out on 

Pita  [pítà] sn. Peter. Etym: English 
pítɛ kɛ  [pítɛ  ] vt. proud (be), showy 

(be) (by dress and gait) 
piti  [pìtí] vt. detach, undo 

piti ...-a  vi. escape 
— vt. peel, skin 

pitiko  [pítíko] n. adder 
pitiko sira  n. night adder 
pitiko tɛr̃a  n. carpet viper 

pla  num. two 
plade  aadj. second 
plansari  [plansàrí] num. less two 
plansaride  aadj. less two 
plapla  adv. by twos 

pla ...-i  vi. flow down, run down 
plàkaplaka  [plàkàplàkà] adv. big and 

fat 
plɛ1  vt. sort, select 

plɛplɛ  vt. pick up many 
plɛ2  n. 1) spatula. 2) sheath 
plɛ ̃̀kɛtɛkɛ  [plɛk̀ɛt̀ɛk̀ɛ]̀ adv. laid out, 

sprawled out 

plã̃̀  n. vegetable species 
plí  n. dew 

plí ... kpá  vi. form dew 
pómpom  [póṃ́ póṃ́ ] adv. different 
Popo  [popo] sn. Popo 
poro  [pòró] vi. detach, loosen 

— vt. detach, loosen, unroll, 
extend 

poro ...-a  vt. detach from 
pose  adj. single person. Etym: Cf. 

Bokobaru: pɔsɛ 
potɛñɛ  [potɛ ̃ nɛ  ] n. dove, pigeon 

potɛñɛkpakpa  [potɛ ̃ nɛ  kpàkpà] n. 
speckled pigeon 

potɛñɛlɛlɛsi  [potɛ ̃ nɛ  lɛl̀ɛs̀í] n. red 
eyed dove 

potɛñɛtɛñna  [potɛ ̃ nɛ  tɛ ̃ n ̣́á] n. 
laughing dove 

potɛñɛturu  [potɛ ̃ nɛ  túrù] n. green 
pigeon 

potɛñɛwakasia  [potɛ ̃ nɛ  wákàsía] n. 
vinous dove 

poti  [pòtí] n. yellow lily 
pótompo  [pótómpó] padj. naked, 

shaved, bare 
pótompokɛ  n. nakedness 

potoro  [potòrò] n. tree species 
pɔ  n. liver 

pɔ ... fɛ ̃...-o/i  vi. angry with (be), 
lose temper at 

pɔ ... gba  vt. desire 
pɔ ... kpátɛ  vi. comforted (be) 
pɔ kpátɛ ...-nɛ  vt. comfort 
pɔ ... yaka  vi. upset (be) 
pɔfɛ ̃ [pɔfɛ ̃ ] n. anger, wrath 
pɔfɛ ̃bo ...-i  vt. unleash anger 
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against 
pɔfɛ ̃kipa ...-a  vt. vent anger on 
pɔfɛb̃onyĩgɔrɔ  [pɔfɛ ̃ bonÉi ̃ gɔrɔ] n. 

day of wrath 
pɔfɛk̃ipammagɔrɔ  [pɔfɛ ̃ kìpáṃ́ ágɔrɔ] 

n. day of wrath 
pɔfɛr̃i  [pɔfãr̀ì] n. quick tempered 

person 
pɔ'ĩni  [pɔ'i ̃ ní] n. dissatisfaction 
pɔpɛt̃ɛ ̃ [pɔpãt̀ɛ ̃ ] n. dissatisfaction 
pɔnna  [pɔn ̣́a] n. joy 
pɔnna kɛ  vt. rejoice 
pɔnnade  n. happy person 
pɔnnakɛbɔ  [pɔn ̣́akɛbɔ]̀ n. delight 
pɔnnakɛri  [pɔn ̣́akɛr̀ì] n. reveller 
pɔnnakɛsari  adv. without 

enjoyment 
pɔsira  [pɔsíra] n. sadness 
pɔsira kɛ  vt. sad (be), depressed (be) 
pɔsirade  n. sad person 
pɔyeina  [pɔyeìnà] n. desire 
— aadj. desirable, favourite 

pɔyeinade  n. self-willed 
pɔyeinayã  n. plan 
pɔyenyĩna  [pɔyeñ ̣́ínà] n. will 
pɔyenyĩnade  n. volunteer 

pɔ ́ n. 1) thing. 2) animal. 3) food. 
4) grain, seed 

pɔ ́ble  vt. eat 
pɔ ́bo ...-nɛ  vt. loan 
pɔ ́bo ... yĩn  vt. snort, angry (be) 
pɔ ́da ...-a  vt. charm, bewitch 
pɔ ́dã  vt. pasture 
pɔ ́gbɛ ̃ vt. thresh 
pɔ ́kakara  vt. gather harvest 
pɔ ́kɛkɛ/kɛ ̃ vt. harvest 
pɔ ́kɔñ wɛ  vt. glean 

pɔ ́kú ...-a  vt. wear head-dress 
pɔ ́nia ká  vt. covet 
pɔ ́pípi  vt. wash clothes 
pɔ ́sɛ ́...-a  vt. borrow 
pɔ ́sɛśɛ  vt. leaven 
pɔ ́tɔ ̃ vt. sow 
pɔb́le  [pɔ ble] n. food 
pɔb́le gbɛ ̃ vt. feast 
pɔb́le kɛ vt. prepare food 
pɔb́le lí  vt. take some food 
pɔb́lebɔ  n. trough 
pɔb́legɔrɔ  n. mealtime 
pɔb́lekatɛki  [pɔ blekátɛ  ki] n. pantry 
pɔb́lekɛri  [pɔ blekɛr̀ì] n. cook 
pɔb́leki  n. eating place 
pɔb́lekpɛ  [pɔb̀lekpɛ  ] n. kitchen 
pɔb́leri  [pɔ blèrì] n. eater 
pɔb́lesari  adv. without eating 
pɔb́lewɛ  [pɔ blewɛ  ] n. grain 
pɔb́uri  [pɔ bùri] n. seed 
pɔd́amma  [pɔ daṃ́ á] n. sorcery 
pɔd́ammari  [pɔ dàṃ́ árì] n. sorcerer 
pɔd́angãn  [pɔ daŋ̣́ ̣́gãŋ̣̀́] n. shawl 
pɔd́ã(dã)ki  [pɔ dã dã ki] adv. pasture 
pɔd́ãkpari  [pɔ dãk̀párì] n. keeper of 

supplies 
pɔd́ãri  [pɔ dãr̀ì] n. herdsman 
pɔd́e  n. wealthy person 
pɔd́inyĩ  [pɔ diñ ̣́í] n. abundance, 

plenty 
pɔd́ɔmpi  [pɔ dɔṃ́ pi] n. belt 
pɔǵbɛk̃i  n/adv. threshing place 
pɔǵbɔ ̃ [pɔ gbɔ̃]̀ n. manure 
pɔǵbɛña  [pɔ gbɛñà] n. victimised 

person 
pɔǵɛ  [pɔ gɛ]̀ n. corpse, lifeless thing 
pɔǵupuri  [pɔ gupùrì] n. celestial light 
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pɔǵũnnɔ  [pɔ gŋ̣́̀nɔ] n. insides 
pɔḱakatɛri  [pɔ kàkàtɛ  rì] n. destroyer 
pɔḱasa  [pɔ kasa] n. clothes 
pɔḱasa da  vt. dress 
pɔḱatɛki  [pɔ kátɛ  ki] n. storehouse 
pɔḱã  [pɔ kã ] n. animal hair, wool 
pɔḱãde  n. domestic animal 
pɔḱãdede  n. animal owner 
pɔḱe  [pɔ ke] sn. something, anything 
pɔḱɛkɛ(na)  [pɔ kɛkɛnà] n. harvest. 

Syn: pɔḱɛña 
pɔḱɛkɛri  [pɔ kɛk̀ɛr̀ì] n. harvester 
pɔḱɛna  [pɔ kɛnà] n. creation 
pɔḱɛg̃ɔrɔ  [pɔ kɛ ̃ gɔrɔ] n. harvest time 
pɔḱɛr̃i  [pɔ kãr̀ì] n. harvester 
pɔḱĩammana  [pɔ ki ̃ áṃ́ ánà] n. lack 
Pɔḱutukpa  [pɔ kùtùkpá] n. name of 

Muslim month. Syn: Sãkutukpa 
pɔḱɔñwɛri  [pɔ kɔŋ̃wɛr̀ì] n. gleaner 
pɔḱummusu  [pɔ kúṃ́ ùsú] n. head 

covering 
pɔĺɛ  [pɔ lɛ  ] n. length of cloth 
pɔĺɛbũnũ  [pɔ lɛ  bù̃nú] n. domestic 

animal 
pɔĺɛri  [pɔ lɛr̀ì] n. musician 
pɔĺuri  [pɔ lùrì] n. buyer 
pɔḿina  [pɔ minà] n. drink 
pɔńabiba  [pɔ nàbíbà] n. thread 
pɔńabiri  [pɔ nàbìrì] n. tailor. Syn: 

tela 
pɔńɛ  [pɔ nɛ  ] n. young animal 
pɔńidɛna  [pɔ nidɛnà] n. desire, 

craving 
pɔńɔfãkũa  [pɔ nɔfã kũà] n. throwing 

away clothes 
pɔ'́ɔbori  [pɔ 'ɔ bòrì] n. musical 

instrument 

pɔṕipiri  [pɔ pìpìrì] n. launderer 
pɔṕukpana  [pɔ pùkpánà] n. mildew, 

blight 
pɔśaride  n. needy person, destitute 

person 
pɔśaridekɛ  [pɔ sàrídekɛ] n. 

destitution, poverty 
pɔśã  [pɔ sã ] n. earring 
pɔśãkãri  [pɔ sãk̀ã rì] n. lender 
pɔśɛsɛna  [pɔ sɛ  sɛ  nà] n. leavened 

food 
Pɔśĩndapinkikɛri  [pɔ sĩndapíŋkíkɛr̀ì] 

sn. Creator of all 
pɔśori  [pɔ sòrì] n. carnivore 
pɔt́ikisigwabɔ  [pɔ tìkìsìgwabɔ]̀ n. 

scales 
pɔt́ɔg̃ɔrɔ  [pɔ tɔ̃ gɔrɔ] n. sowing time 
pɔt́ɔr̃i  [pɔ tɔ̃r̀ì] n. sower 
pɔv́ĩna  [pɔ vĩnà] n. possession 
pɔv́urana  [pɔ vùránà] n. flying 

creature 
pɔẃɛ  [pɔ wɛ  ] n. seed 
pɔẃɛ fã  vt. scatter grain 
pɔẃɛ gbɛ ̃ vt. thresh grain 
pɔẃɛfãri  [pɔ wɛ  fãr̀ì] n. sower (by 

scattering) 
pɔẃɛgbɛk̃i  [pɔ wɛ  gbɛk̃i] n. threshing 

floor 
pɔẃɛgbɛr̃i  [pɔ wɛ  gbãr̀ì] n. thresher 
pɔẃɛkaki  [pɔ wɛ  káki] n. barn 
pɔẃɛsirakũ  [pɔ wɛ  sirakŋ̣́̀] n. black 

blight 
pɔýari  [pɔ yàrì] n. seller 
pɔýĩda  [pɔ ñida] n. refreshment 
pɔýɔb̃ɔ  [pɔ yɔ̃ bɔ]̀ n. measuring 

instrument 
pɔźa  [pɔ zá] n. placenta 
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pɔɛsɛɛ  adv. wide and fat 
pɔrɔ  [pɔr̀ɔ ] n. needle 

pɔrɔka  [pɔr̀ɔ kà] n. needle for sowing 
sack 

pɔrɔwɛɛ  [pɔr̀ɔ wɛɛ̀]̀ n. eye of needle 
pɔ̃̀rɔ  [pɔr̀ɔ]̀ n. bottom, behind 

pɔ̃̀rɔbaasi  [pɔr̀ɔb̀áásí] n. buttocks 
pɔ̃̀rɔtu  [pɔr̀ɔt̀ú] pp. back of, deep in 
pɔ̃̀rɔwɛɛ  [pɔr̀ɔẁɛɛ̀]̀ n. anus 

pɔŕɔpɔrɔ  [pɔ rɔ pɔ rɔ ] adv. smooth 
pɔtɛ  [pɔtɛ  ] n. 1) slope (hill). 2) lap 
pɔt́ɛ  [pɔ tɛ  ] cn. length of cloth 
pɔ̃̀ti  [pɔt̀ì] n. lily species 
pɔ̃̀tɔpɔtɔ  [pɔt̀ɔp̀ɔt̀ɔ]̀ adv. muddy 
pu  vi. lighten, whiten 

— n. tree species 
pú táitai  [táítáí] adv. pure white 
pufau  [púfaù] adv. off-white 

pura  [púra] adj. white 
puranle  padj. whitish 
púu  [púú] adv. white 

pù kpa  vi. go mouldy 
punsi  [pùnsí] n. undressed 
pùru  [pùrù] n. haze 
purusuna  [púrúsùnà] n. prisoner. 

Etym: English 
purusunabɛ  [púrúsùnàbɛ] n. prison 

pútaputa  [pútápútá] adv. ground up 
puturu bo  n. writhe 
pùu  n. tree species 
puusu  [pùùsú] n. heat 

puusu bo  vt. give out heat 
pũtã  [pù̃tã ] vi. burst, explode 

— vt. burst 
pũtã ...-a  vi. cry out to 

R  -  r 
 
Rahila  [ràhílà] sn. Rachel. Etym: 

Arabic 
Rɛbɛka  [rɛb̀ɛ  kà] sn. Rebekah. Etym: 

English 
-ri  [rì] part. agent marker (verb affix) 

-ro  part. negative marker 
Romu  [romù] sn. Rome. Etym: English 

Romudenɔ  n. Romans 
Rutu  [rutù] sn. Ruth. Etym: English 

S  -  s 
 
sa  n. invocation. Etym: Dɛndi: sárgà 

sa kɛ  vt. consecrate (by invocation) 
sa kɛk̃ɔr̃ɛ  vt. dedicate 
sa mana o ...-nɛ  vt. bless 
sa vãni o ...-nɛ  vt. curse 
sa o  vt. invoke, sacrifice 

sa si ...-gu  vt. remind of gift 
sakɛnisi  [sakɛnísí] n. consecration oil 
sa'o'aru  [sa'o'àrú] n. sacrificial blood 
sa'obɔ  [sa'obɔ]̀ n. victim 
sa'ogɔrɔ  n. time of sacrifice 
sa'o'i  [sa'o'í] n. drink offering 
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sa'oki  n. altar 
sa'olɛ  [sa'olɛ  ] n. father's final 

benediction 
sa'olɛ kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. bless (by human) 
sa'onɔbɔ  [sa'onɔb̀ɔ]̀ n. sacrificial 

meat 
sa'opɔ  [sa'opɔ ] n. live offering 
sa'opɔ kũ òdi ká tɛ ́à tɛ ́kũ  n. 

burnt sacrifice, holocaust 
sa'opɔble  [sa'opɔ ble] n. sacrificial 

food 
sa'opɔkasa  [sa'opɔ kasa] n. priestly 

dress 
sa'ori  [sa'òrì] n. priest 
sa'orikɛ  n. priesthood 
sa'oriki  [sa'òrìkí] n. chief priest 
sa'osã  [sa'osã] n. sacrificial sheep 
sa'o'uta  [sa'o'ùtá] n. priest's shirt 
sasingude  [sasíŋ̣́ ̣́gude] n. 

disapprover 
sá  n. bow 

sá gá  vt. draw bow 
sá kã  vt. tighten bow 
sába  [sábà] n. bowstring. Syn: kyã 

sà1  adv. now 
sàee  part. now with emphasis 

(Imperative sentence) 
sà2  aadj. large male 
sà3  n. 1) nest. 2) cob 

sà bo  vt. husk 
sà da  vt. build nest, hollow (make) 

saa  adv. later 
sa'a  [sá'à] n. success, chance, good 

fortune. Syn: nasara. Etym: Dɛndi: 
sááyè 

sa'a kɛ/le/kũ  vt. have success 

sa'akɛri  [sá'àkɛr̀ì] n. successful 
person 

sàa  [sàà] n. louse 
saaanna  [sàaàn ̣́á] n. offering, alms. 

Etym: Dɛndi: sádákà (Arabic) 
saaanna kɛ/kpá  vt. give to charity 

saabu  [sáábù] n. favour. Etym: Dɛndi: 
sábbù 

saabu kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. give something 
hard to find, favour for (do) 

saabude  n. having what people 
want 

sáabu  [sáábú~sááú] n. praise, thanks, 
commendation. Etym: Dɛndi: sáábú 
(Arabic) 

sáabu kɛ ...-o  vt. thank directly, 
commend 

sáabu kpá  vt. praise, commend 
indirectly. Ditransitive 

sabai  [sabàì] pp. thanks to. Etym: 
Dɛndi: sábbáy 

Sabi  [sàbi] sn. name of second son. 
Variant: Sarɛ 

Sabide  aadj. second (son) 
sàbo  [sàbò] n. leopard, cheetah 

sàbo sira  n. cheetah 
sàbo tɛr̃a  n. leopard 

sage  [sàgé] n. waterbuck 
Sagũnu  [sàgŋ̣́nú] sn. Shagunu 
saka1  [sàká] n. harpoon, fork 
saka2  [sàka] n. eave 
saka3  [sákà] n. tooth 

saka piti ...-a  vt. gnash teeth at 
sàka  [sàkà] adv. not full 
sakare1  [sakaré] n/adv. dry season 
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sakare2  [sákáre] n. tiger fish 
sàkasaka  [sàkàsàkà] n. saw, file 
sako  [sàkó] n. sponge 
sáko  [sákó] n. head of grain 
sàko  [sàkò] n. husk of beaten grain 
sakɔkɔ  [sákɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. vine 
sakpa  [sákpa] n. subordinate chief 
sàkpa  [sàkpà] n. warthog. Variant: 

kyàkpa 
sàkpa lí  n. tree species 

sálanga  [sáláŋgá] n. bathroom, toilet. 
Syn: gbɔ̃̃̀wɛ ̃̀ɛ. Etym: Dɛndi: sálángá 

samia  [sàmià] n. itch, allergy 
Sapaini  [sapainì] sn. Spain. Etym: 

English 
Sara  [sàrá] sn. Sarah 

Saramatu  [sàrámátù] sn. Sarah. 
Etym: Arabic 

sára  [sárá] n. equality. Etym: Dɛndi: 
sábà 

sárakɛ  n. equality 
sárasara  adv. equal 

sàra  [sàrà] adj. flat 
sara bo  [sàrá] n. strip grass stem of its 

leaves 
Sarabɛ  [sárábɛ] sn. Sarabe 
saranna  [sàràn ̣́á] n. family of dead 

person 
sarapura  [sarapúra] n. space, heavens 

sarapurapɔ  [sarapúrapɔ ] n. 
heavenly body 

sarara  [sarárà] n. loin-cloth 
sarara yĩ  vt. tie loin-cloth 

sàrara  [sàràrà] adj. shallow 
saraunia  [sàráúnìá] n. queen, female 

ruler. Etym: Hausa 
sarema'ã  [saremà'ã ] n. migraine 
sarenna  [saren ̣́á] n. cicada 

sarennanagã  [saren ̣́ánagã] n. grass 
species 

Sarɛ  [sàrɛ  ] sn. name of second son. 
Syn: Sabi 

sarɛ  [sàrɛ  ] pp. beside 
sarɛde  n. neighbour. Syn: gbɛd̃ake 

sari  [sàrí] pp. without 
-sarikɛ  part. -lessness 

sári  [sárí] n. spear, javelin 
sáride  n. spearman 

sata  [sàtá] vi. slip over 
sata ...-a  vi. slip on 

sã1  n. sheep 
sã dã  vt. graze sheep 
sãda  n. ewe 
sãdãbɔkɔ  [sãdã bɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. shepherd's 

bag 
sãdãki  [sãdã ki] n. pasture 
sãdãri  [sãdãr̀ì] n. shepherd 
sãde  n. sheep owner 
sãkara  [sãkárà] n. sheep-pen 
sãkaro  [sãkárò] n. ram 
sãkã  [sãkã ] n. wool 
sãkãkɛr̃ɛri  [sãkã kãr̀ɛ  rì] n. shearer 
Sãkutukpa  [sãkùtùkpá] n. Muslim 

month 
Sãlulu  [sãlúlú] n. Muslim month 
sãnɛ  [sãnɛ  ] n. baby lamb 
sãnɛ bɔ̃̀rɔ  n. lamb 
sãnunu  [sãnúnú] n. ewe-lamb 

sã2  [sã ] n. ear 
sã fĩ ...-nɛ  vt. bias, turn against, 

warn 
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sã gá  vt. rebuke 
sã gbɛ ̃...-nɛ  vt. warn 
sã kpá ...-i  vt. listen to 
sã ... pá ...-a  vt. hear mention of 
sã vú ...-nɛ  vt. influence against 
sãde  aadj. having a lug 
sãgbãna  [sã gbã na] n. stubbornness 
sãgbãna kɛ  vt. act stubbornly 
sãgbãnade  n. stubborn person, rebel 
sãgbãnakɛ  n. stubbornness 
sãgɛĩ  [sã gãì́] n. temple 
sãkoto  [sã kòtò] adv. with a deaf ear 
sãkpari  [sã kpàrì] n. listener 
sãkpɛ  [sã kpɛ] sn. great grandchild. 

Syn: ɔnaswãa 
sãlɛbara  [sã lɛ  bárá] n. ear-lobe 
sãn kɛ(kɛ)  [sã ŋ̣́ ̣́] vt. slap face 
sãsari  aadj. without lugs 
sãto  [sã to] n. deafness 
sãto kpaturugu  n. deaf and dumb 
sãyãmarisaride  [sã ñámàrìsàríde] n. 

stubborn person, disobedient 
person 

sã̃̀  n. tree species 
sã̃̀likɔkɔ  [sãl̀íkɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. grub species 

sã ...-gu/-n  [sã ] vi. forget 
sãngu  [sã ŋ̣́ ̣́gu] n. forgetfulness 

sãa  [sã à] n. spots 
Sãani  [sãàni] sn. name of fifth son 
sã̃̀ii  [sãì̀ì] adv. numb 
sãkã ...-a  [sãkã ] vt. borrow from 

sãkã ...-nɛ  vt. lend to 
sãma  [sãmà] n. tree species 
Sãmari  [sãm̀àrí] sn. name of youth 

leader 
sã̃̀mbere  [sãm̀bèrè] n. fish species 

sãmpa  [sã mpá] n. bamboo 
sã̃̀na  [sãǹà] padj. better. Variant: sã̃̀nu 

sã̃̀na ...-a  padj. better than 
sã̃̀na ...-nɛ  padj. better for 

sãnkara  [sãŋ̀kàrá] n. greed 
sãnkarade  n. greedy 
sãnkarawɛ  [sãŋ̀kàráwɛ  ] n. avarice 

sãnsãn  [sã ŋ̣́ ̣́sã ŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. exactly, totally 
— n. exact nature 

Sãnsãni  [sãǹsã ní] sn. Sansani 
sãntɛ  [sã ntɛ  ] n. ulcer 
sã̃̀nu  [sãǹù] adj. better. Variant: sã̃̀na 
sãsã1  [sã sã ] vi. lost (be) 

— vt. lead astray 
sãsã ...-a  vi. go missing from 

sãsã2  [sãs̀ã] vt. 1) lick. 2) remove hair 
sãtɛ  [sã tɛ  ] vi. deceived (be), mistake 

(make) 
sãtɛri  [sãt̀ɛ  rì] n. deceiver 

sãtɛñna  [sãt̀ɛ ̃ n ̣́á] n. weaver bird 
se  adv. 1) also. 2) even 
sé  c. unless, it is necessary that 

séde (... baasiro)  [sédé] c. unless, 
except 

séto  [sétó] c. unless, only if 
sè  n. short palm species 

sepu  [sèpú] n. palm species 
sèsa  [sèsà] n. male of palm variety 
sèwɛ ̃ [sèwɛ]̃ n. palm wine 

sèeda  [sèèdà] n. sign, testimony, 
evidence 

sèeda kɛ  vt. indicate, testify 
sèeda kpá  vt. give evidence about 
sèedade  n. witness 
sèedadekɛ  n. testimony 
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sèedadekɛyã  n. word of testimony 
sèeda'ɛkɛde  [sèèdà'ɛ  kɛ  de] n. false 

witness 
sèedakɛbɔ  [sèèdàkɛbɔ]̀ n. seal, 

stamp 
sèedayã  n. proof 

sega  n. tree species 
Segbãa  [segbãǹa] sn. Segbana 
sena  n. palm species 
sépu  [sépú] n. fish species 

sépu pura  n. fish species 
Setan  [sètaŋ̣́] sn. Satan, Devil 
sɛ1́  vi. swell, blow up 

— vt. take, lift 
sɛ ́...-a  vt. borrow from 
sɛ ́musu  vt. lift up, encourage 
sɛ ́sɔõ  vt. move 
sɛǵɔrɔ  [sɛ  gɔrɔ] n. wedding day 
sɛĺi  [sɛ  lí] n. carrying pole 
sɛna  [sɛ  nà] vt. carry. Stative verb 
sɛśɛ  [sɛ  sɛ  ] vi. swell up 
— vt. pick up many 

sɛ ̃̀(sɛ)ri  [sɛs̀ɛr̀ì] n. lifter, carrier 
sɛt́ɛ  [sɛ  tɛ  ] vt. gather up 
sɛt́ɛ ...-a  vt. plunder, take from 
sɛt́ɛbɔ  [sɛ  tɛ  bɔ]̀ n. shovel 

sɛ2́  part. quotation marker 
sɛ ̃̀bɛ  [sɛb̀ɛ]̀ n. large body of water 

Sɛ ̃̀bɛ  sn. river Niger 
sɛ ̃̀bɛda  [sɛb̀ɛd̀a] n. lake, lagoon 

sɛ ̃̀bɔ  [sɛb̀ɔ]̀ n. boil 
sɛɛ́  [sɛ  ɛ  ] part. expressing incertitude 
sɛ'i  [sɛ'̀í] n. bile 
sɛḱɛ  [sɛ  kɛ  ] n. duck 

sɛḱɛ'itɛ  [sɛ  kɛ  'ítɛ  ] n. wild duck 
sɛ ̃̀kɛrɛ  [sɛk̀ɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. gourd with beads 

sɛ ̃̀kɛrɛ pá  vt. play gourd with beads 
sɛ ̃̀ku  [sɛk̀ù] n. chest bone of animal 
sɛnto  [sɛǹtó] n. giant snail 
sɛṕu  [sɛ  pú] n. tree species 
sɛŕɛ  [sɛ  rɛ  ] n. tinea 
sɛ ̃̀rɛ  [sɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. fin 

sɛ ̃̀rɛkã  [sɛr̀ɛk̀ã ] n. mane 
sɛ ̃̀rɛkã futɛ  vi. shudder 
— vt. scare 

sɛrɛrɛ  adv. small and round 
sɛśɛkɛ  [sɛ  sɛ  kɛ  ] n. perforated calabash 

(for washing seed) 
sɛ ̃̀sɛkɛ  [sɛs̀ɛk̀ɛ]̀ adv. regular movement 
sɛ ̃̀tɛ  [sɛt̀ɛ]̀ n. gourd 

sɛ ̃̀tɛlokomma  [sɛt̀ɛl̀òkoṃ́ á] n. gourd 
on rope 

sɛ ̃̀tɛsita  [sɛt̀ɛs̀ita] n. large gourd 
sɛwɛ  [sɛẁɛ  ] n. 1) tree species. 

2) poison, venom 
sɛwɛde  aadj. poisonous 
sɛwɛ'i  [sɛẁɛ  'í] n. poisonous fluid 
sɛwɛtɛ ̃ [sɛẁɛ  tɛ ̃ ] n. deadly poison 

sɛ ̃ [sɛ ̃ ] n. tree species 
sã̃̀  n. 1) grass. 2) untilled land, 

bushland 
sã̃̀ kɛ ̃ vt. cut grass 
sã̃̀ kú  vt. overgrown with grass (be) 
sã̃̀ tã  vt. weave grass 
sã̃̀ fĩfĩ ...-a  vt. unroll grass on (house) 
sã̃̀ wa  vt. hoe weeds 
sã̃̀baka [sãb̀àkà] n. sheath of grass 
sã̃̀buru  [sãb̀ùrù] n. speck of grass, 

straw 
sã̃̀gbãsĩ  [sãg̀bãs̀i ̃ ] n. single straw 
sã̃̀gbĩdɔ  [sãg̀bĩdɔ]̀ n. grass species 
sã̃̀'ĩampuru  [sã'̀i ̃à́mpúrù] n. 
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tumbleweed 
sã̃̀kɛr̃i  [sãk̀ãr̀ì] n. grass cutter 
sã̃̀la  [sãl̀á] n. blade of grass 
sã̃̀labugu  [sãl̀ábúgú] n. fodder 
sã̃̀mi'oro  [sãm̀ì'oro] n. burnt stubble 
sã̃̀tãntɛg̃ɔrɔ  [sãt̀ãntɛ ̃ gɔrɔ] adv. early 

dry season 
sã̃̀ntɛ  [sãǹtɛ  ] n. bushland, untilled 

land 
sã̃̀ntɛgyã  [sãǹtɛ  gyã] n. convulsion, 

tetanus 
sã̃̀ntɛkɛri  [sãǹtɛ  kɛr̀ì] n. bushman 
sã̃̀ntɛpɔ  [sãǹtɛ  pɔ ] n. bush animal 
sã̃̀ntɛpɔrɔtu  [sãǹtɛ  pɔr̀ɔt̀ú] adv. in 

remote bush 
sã̃̀ntɛsingirima  [sãǹtɛ  singirima] n. 

remote bush 
sã̃̀sori  [sãs̀òrì] n. herbivore 
sã̃̀sɔṽlã  [sãs̀ɔ̃ vlã ] n. hyssop like 

plant used for sprinkling 
sã̃̀tãgɔrɔ  [sãt̀ã gɔrɔ] n. springtime 
sã̃̀tɛ  [sãt̀ɛ  ] n. grass torch 
sã̃̀vu  [sãv̀ú] n. wildflower 

sɛg̃bako  [sãg̀bákó] n. shield 
sɛg̃bakosɛri  [sãg̀bákósɛr̀ì] n. shield-

bearer 
sã̃̀gɛ ̃ [sãg̀ã]̀ n. cymbal 

sã̃̀gɛ ̃pá  vt. clash cymbals 
sɛg̃ɛs̃ɛg̃ɛ ̃ [sɛ ̃ gɛ ̃ sɛ ̃ gɛ ̃ ] n. tambourine 
sɛg̃ɛs̃ɛg̃ɛp̃ari  [sɛ ̃ gɛ ̃ sɛ ̃ gɛ ̃ pàrì] n. 

tambourine player 
sɛñɛ  [sɛ ̃ nɛ  ] n. parrot 

sɛñɛvlãde  [sɛ ̃ nɛ  vlã de] n. parakeet 
sɛñkpɛ  [sãŋ̀kpɛ  ] adj. identical 
sɛs̃ɛñgɛ ̃ [sãǹsɛ ̃ ŋgɛ]̃ n. tree with pods 
si1  vi. darken, blacken 

síi  [síí] adv. black 
sira  [síra] adj. black 
sirade  aadj. black 
siranle  padj. blackish 
sisi  vi. darken, blacken 
sisina  [sisinà] adj. dark 

si2  vi. plunge 
si ...-gu/-n  vi. 1) cast oneself in. 

2) go 
si ...-i  vi. penetrate 
sikũn  [sikŋ̣́ŋ̣́] vi. collapse, fall in 
sitɛ  [sitɛ  ] vi. lower 

sí  vt. receive, accept 
— vi. possible (be) 

sí ...-a  vt. take from, pillage 
sí ...-nɛ ...-o  vt. swear to someone by 
sí ...-o  vi. start doing again 
— vt. answer request 

sí kɛ  vi. possible to do (be) 
sìri  [sìrì] n. receiver 

sia  [síà] n. 1) blacksmith. 2) insect 
species 

sia kɛ  vt. forge 
Sianna  [sían ̣́á] sn. name given to dark 

woman 
síbi  [síbí] n. spoon 
sida  [sidà] n. cedar. Etym: English 
sigira  [sígìra] n. plant with pods 
sigɔ ̃kɛ  [sìgɔ]̃ vt. repeat, do again 
siikɔ ̃ [sííkɔ]̃ num. four 

siikɔd̃e  aadj. fourth 
siisiikɔ ̃ [síísííkɔ]̃ adv. by fours 

sika  [síkà] n. doubt, hesitation 
sika kɛ  vt. doubt, hesitate 
sikasika  adv. in doubt 

sìka  [sìkà] n. twin 
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Sìka  sn. name given to twin 
sikom pá  [síkòṃ́ ] vt. hiccup 
sikonna  [sìkòn ̣́á] n. fever 

sikonna kɛ  vt. have fever, have flu 
siliki  [sìlíkì] n. silk. Etym: English 
simiti  [símítì] n. cement. Etym: English 
síri  [sírí] n. tree species 
Siria  [síríà] sn. Syria. Etym: English 
Siria  [sirià] sn. Syria. Etym: English 
sisi  [sísì] n. sixpence. Etym: English 
sísi  [sísí] vt. 1) call. 2) worship 

sísi ...-a  vt. invite to 
sìsiri  [sìsìrì] n. caller, worshipper 

sisimbiri [sìsìmbirì] n. black cosmetic 
sĩ  [si ̃ ] n. groundnut 

sĩ bundurunna  n. cowpea 
sĩnda  [sĩnda] aadj. every. Always 

followed by 'pínki' 
sĩsĩ  [si ̃ sĩ] n. charcoal 
si ̃̃̀sĩ  [si ̃s̀i ̃]̀ n. hill 

si ̃̃̀sĩa  [si ̃s̀i ̃à̀] n. riverbank 
si ̃̃̀sĩde n. hilly 
si ̃̃̀sĩgɛrɛ  [si ̃s̀i ̃g̀ɛ  rɛ]̀ n. hillside 
si ̃̃̀sĩgororo  [si ̃s̀i ̃g̀òròrò] n. steep bank 
si ̃̃̀sĩnle  padj. rather hilly 

sĩsĩa  n. tree species 
só  vt. bite, chew 

sóso  vt. chew 
só'ii  [só'íí] n. black dye for hair 
soke kɛ  [sòké] vt. retail 
soko  [sòkó] n. dancer's legging with 

seeds inside 
sòkoto  [sòkòtò] n. pants. Etym: Hausa: 

sokoto 
sòkoto kútu  n. pants without buttons 

sòkoto kutu  n. shorts 
sònda  [sòndà] n. harpoon 
soru  [sòrú] n. preparation 

soru kɛ  vt. prepare 
soru ... ma  vi. prepared (be) 
sorukɛzĩ  [sòrúkɛzi ̃ ] n/adv. 

preparation day 
sorumi  [sòrúmì] n. start of 

preparation 
sorumi kɛ/ma  vt. begin preparation 

soza  [sózà] n. soldier. Etym: English 
soza bàde  n. commissioned officer 

sɔ  vt. hollow out 
sɔ̃̀  n. 1) hoof. 2) long narrow sack, 

sock 
sɔ̃̀ bo  vt. shed skin (snake) 
sɔ̃̀de  adj. hoofed 

sɔ̃̀kɔ  [sɔk̀ɔ]̀ adj. creviced 
sɔkɔm pá  [sɔk̀ɔ ṃ́ ] vt. have tantrum 
sɔ̃̀ɔ  [sɔɔ̀]̀ adv. growing fast 
sɔ̃̀ɔbiri  [sɔɔ̀b̀ìrì] n. home made spirit 
sɔɔbu  [sɔɔbù] n. shop. Etym: English 

sɔɔbuba  [sɔɔbùbà] n. cotton thread 
sɔɔro  [sɔ ɔ ro] num. five 

sɔɔrode  aadj. fifth 
sɔɔrosari  num. less five 
sɔsɔɔro  [sɔ sɔ ɔ ro] adv. by fives 

sɔraakɔ ̃ [sɔ rààkɔ]̃ num. eight 
sɔraakɔd̃e  aadj. eighth 

Sɔrɔkɔ  [sɔ rɔ kɔ]̀ sn. Sorko, professional 
fishermen. The Sorko are a tribal 
group of fishermen. Etym: Dɛndi: 
sórkò 

sɔrɔrɔ  adv. long and narrow 
sɔrɔrɔsɔrɔrɔ  adv. long and narrow 

(many) 
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sɔ̃̀rɔrɔ  [sɔr̀ɔr̀ɔ]̀ adv. stretched out, 
laid out (body) 

sɔ̃̀rɔrɔsɔrɔrɔ  adv. surreptitiously 
sɔsi  [sɔ sì] n. church. Etym: English 

sɔsidenɔ  n. churchgoers 
sɔtɔ1  n. 1) male genitals. 2) inguinal 

hernia 
sɔtɔba  [sɔtɔbà] n. scrotum 
sɔtɔda  n. large hernia 
sɔtɔde  n. inguinal hernia (having) 
sɔtɔgbɛra  [sɔtɔgbɛr̀á] n. swollen 

spleen. Syn: tètèrí 
sɔtɔnɛ  [sɔtɔnɛ  ] n. testicle 
sɔtɔtɛñna  [sɔtɔtɛ ̃ ńá] n. hernia, colic 

sɔtɔ2  [sɔt̀ɔ ] vt. insert 
sɔtɔ ...-i  vi. live at someone's expense 

sɔ ̃ vi. move 
sɔk̃ũn  [sɔk̃ŋ̣́ŋ̣́] vi. shrink 
— vt. shrink 

sɔs̃ɔ ̃ vi. move around 
sɔs̃ɔ ̃arɛ  vi. move forward 
sɔs̃ɔ ̃gu kũ guo  vt. move from place 

to place 
sɔs̃ɔ ̃...-i  vi. move near to 
sɔs̃ɔ ̃...-nɛ  vi. withdraw from 

sɔ1̃  [sɔ̃ ] n. insult, slander 
sɔs̃ɔ ̃ [sɔ̃ sɔ̃ ] vt. insult 
sɔ̃̃̀sɔr̃i  [sɔ̃s̀ɔ̃r̀ì] n. abuser, reviler 

sɔ2̃  part. Topicaliser 
sɔ3̃  [sɔ̃ ] n. horse 

sɔb̃araga  [sɔ̃ baraga] n. mule. Syn: 
baragbãsɔ ̃

sɔb̃ã [sɔ̃ bã] n. ostrich 
sɔd̃e  n. cavalier, horseman 
sɔg̃o  [sɔ̃ gó] n. chariot 
sɔg̃ode  n. charioteer 

sɔm̃ɔ  [sɔ̃ mɔ]̀ n. bit 
sɔñɛbiliga  [sɔ̃ nɛ  biligá] n. piggy-back 

ride 
sɔñɛbiliga kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. ride piggy-

back 
sɔỹĩki  [sɔ̃ ñiki] n. stable 

sɔ ̃pɛt́ɛ  vi. crouch, immerse, dismayed 
(be) 

sɔ̃̃̀nɛ  [sɔ̃ǹɛ]̀ n. fish species 
sɔ̃̃̀nɔ  [sɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ n. sac 
sɔñtɛ  [sɔ̃ ntɛ  ] adj. pointed 
sɔs̃ĩ  [sɔ̃ si ̃ ] n. plant species 
sɔs̃ɔ ̃ vi. blocked (be) 

— vt. pack down 
sɔs̃ɔk̃ɔã  [sɔs̃ɔk̃ɔã̀] vi. packed tightly 

together 
su  vi. return, come 

su ...-a  vi. return to, come to 
su ...-i  vi. come against 
su ...-nɛ  vi. return to 
su ...-o  vi. bring 
sugɔrɔ  n. return (time), coming 
sugɔrɔ zĩ  adv. on day of return of 
sukpa  [sukpá~sukpà] vt. retract 
sukpa ...-a  vi. come back on 
sukpa ...-nɛ  vt. return to 
suna  [sunà] n. arrival, return 
sunyĩ  [suñ ̣́í] n. disaster, ruin 
sunyĩ kɛ  vt. ruin, devastated (be) 
sunyĩ kpá ...-i  vt. devastate 
sunyĩ zĩ ...-a  vt. cause disaster 

sù  vi. should (improbability verb) 
suddo  [súḍo] num. six 

suddode  aadj. sixth 
suddodo  [súḍodo] adv. by sixes 

suga  [súgà] n. sugar. Etym: English 
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suka  n. fog, mist 
sukã  [sukã ] vt. crush, trample 
sùkun  [sùkùŋ̣́̀] adv. without strength 
sukuru pá  [sùkúrú] vt. 1) crumble. 

2) spin between hands. ex. wood 
for making fire 

súkusuku  [súkúsúkú] adv. rough, 
haggard 

sùkusuku  [sùkùsùkù] adv. astringent 
sùkusukude  aadj. astringent 

Sulemanu  [súlèmánù] sn. Solomon. 
Etym: Arabic 

Sumaila  [sùmáílà] sn. Ishmael. Etym: 
Arabic 

sumatɛ ̃ [sùmàtɛ ̃ ] n. lyn]  
sún  [súṆï] part. must. Suffixed to 

subject pronouns 
sungɔ ̃ [súŋ̣́ ̣́gɔ]̃ part. must never 

súnna  [sún ̣́á] n. Muslim initiation. 
Etym: Arabic for name 

suppla  [súṕ̣la] num. seven 
supplade  aadj. seventh 
supplapla  [súṕ̣lapla] adv. by sixes 

sura  [sùrá] n. lightning 
sura pata/pũtã  vt. thunder (clap) 
sura ... pɛt́ɛ ...-a  vi. strike on 

(lightning) 
surakpasa  [sùrákpásá] n. meteorite, 

thunder-stone (axe) 
surapatana  n. thunder 

sura ba  [sùra] vt. rescue 
surababɔ  [sùrababɔ]̀ n. thing for 

saving 
surabaki  [sùrabaki] n. refuge 
surabari  [sùrabàrì] n. rescuer, 

saviour 
surabazɛ  [sùrabazɛ  ] n. way of 

salvation 
suru  [súrù] n. hiss 

suru gá ...-a  vt. hiss at 
súru  [súrú] n. 1) vapour. 2) noise 
sùru  [sùrù] n. mercy, pardon. Etym: 

Dɛndi: súúrù 
sùru kɛ  vt. stop it, sensible (be) 
sùru kɛ ...-nɛ/-o  vt. pardon, have 

mercy on 
sùru kpá ...-nɛ  vt. console 
sùrude  n. merciful person, courteous 

person 
sùrusaride  n. merciless 

súsu  [súsú] n. straight pole, stirrer 
— adj. 1) straight. 2) just, right, 
correct 
— adv. justly, correctly 

susukɛre  [súsúkɛr̀ɛ]̀ n. cockroach 
susukɛrɛtuitui  [súsúkɛr̀ɛt̀úítúí] n. 

small cockroach 
susunɛ  [sùsùnɛ  ] n. star. Variant: sura 

susunɛtaasikari  [sùsùnɛ  tàasìkàrì] n. 
astronomer 

susunɛyãdɔr̃i  [sùsùnɛ  ñádɔ̃r̀ì] n. 
astrologer 

suta  [sùtá] n. crest, tuft 
sutade  n. crested, tufted 

sutɛ ̃ [sùtɛ ̃ ] n. locust species 
suu1  n. bush species 
suu2  [sùú] n. low wall in house 
sùu kɛ ...-a  [sùù] vt. hound on 
sùum  [sùùṃ́̀ ] adv. unconscious, 

stunned 
suwiti  [sùwitì] n. lolly, sweet. Etym: 
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English 
swa1  n. stream, river 

swabikũki  n. ford 
swada  n. river 
swadako  [swadàkò] n. jungle by 

stream, river gallery 
swadɔrɔ  [swadɔr̀ɔ]̀ n. river course 
swa'i  [swa'í] n. river-water 
swa'ɔnɛ  [swa 
'ɔnɛ  ] n. tributary 
swasarɛ  [swasàrɛ  ] n. riverside 
swasarɛdenɔ  n. riverside inhabitants 
Swasi  [swasí] sn. Swashi 
swasɔkɔ  [swasɔk̀ɔ ] n. peninsula 
swaswã  [swaswã]̀ n. tree species 
swawɛɛ  [swawɛɛ̀]̀ n. riverbed 

swa2  n. hoe 
swada  n. hoe for making ridges 
swakoto  [swakòtò] n. yam-hill hoe 
swakure  [swakúré] n. hoe 

swakũ [swakṆ̀́] n. fool 

swakũkɛ  [swakŋ̣́̀kɛ] n. foolishness, 
stupidity 

swánswan  [swáŋ̣́ ̣́swáŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. delicious 
swáswa  [swáswá] adv. clean, neat 
swɛlimusu  [swɛ  límùsú] n. vine with 

non-edible fruit 
swã̃̀  n. heart, centre 

swã̃̀ gbãna  n. courage 
swã̃̀ ... kɛ ̃...-gu  vi. terrified (be) 
swã̃̀ kpátɛ  vt. at peace (be), calm 

(be) 
swã̃̀degedegena  [swɛd̃egedegenà] n. 

trepidation 
swã̃̀gbãna  [swãg̀bã na] n. boldness 
swã̃̀ka  [swãk̀à] n. sternum 
swã̃̀kɛñgu  [swãk̀ɛ ̃ ŋ̣́ ̣́gu] n. terror 
swã̃̀tɛbo  [swãt̀ɛ  bo] n. indigestion 
swã̃̀vĩna  [swãv̀ĩnà] n. trembling 

swã̃̀swɛ ̃ [swãs̀wã]̀ adv. 1) juicy (fruit). 
2) sodden (ground near spring) 

T  -  t 
 
ta1  n. plate, dish 

tadibɔ  [tadibɔ]̀ n. bowl stand 
tafaranti  [tafàrántì] n. tray, flat dish 
takaso  [takàsó] n. potsherd 

ta2  vt. close, shut 
tarɛ  [tarɛ  ] vt. close up 
tata  vi. shut (be) 
— vt. shut, close 

tata ...-lɛ  vt. close over entrance 
tá  vi. depart 

— n. walking, movement 
tá gbã̃̀na o  vt. travel long journey 

táa o  vt. travel 
táa'obɔ  [táá'obɔ]̀ n. vehicle 
tágɛri [tágɛr̀ì] n. trader 
tágɔrɔ  adv. departure time 
táa'ori  [táá'òrì] n. traveller 
ta'ozɛ  [tá'ozɛ  ] n. walking path 

taaki  [táákì] n. fertiliser 
taakide  aadj. fertile. Syn: tɔkɔtɛde 

táaki  [táákí] n. praise 
táaki lɛ ́ vt. sing praise 
táakilɛbɔ  [táákílɛ  bɔ]̀ n. praise 

instrument 
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taarɛ  [tààrɛ] exc. aha! 
taari  [tààrí] n. transgression, offence. 

Etym: Dɛndi: tààlí 
taari bo  vt. prove guilty 
taari e  vt. see fault 
tàari kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. offend, transgress 
taaride  n. transgressor, offender, 

guilty 
taarikɛri  [tààríkɛr̀ì] n. transgressor, 

offender 
taarisaride  n. innocent person 
taarisarikɛ  n. innocence 

táaru  [táárú] n. net. Etym: Dɛndi: 
táárú 

táarubiza  n. net-like cloth 
táaru kpá  vt. fish with net 
táarukpari  [táárúkpàrì] n. fisherman 

taasa  [táásà] n. hand-basin 
ta'asa  [tá'ásà] n. native linen 
tàasi  [tààsì] n. inspection 

tàasi ká  vt. inspect, watch, notice 
tàasikabɔ  [tààsìkábɔ]̀ n. 

microscope, telescope 
tàasikari  [tààsìkàrì] n. meticulous 

person, inspector 
taaya  [tááyà] n. tyre. Etym: English 
taba  [tábà] n. tobacco. Etym: Dɛndi: 

tàbá 
tába gá  vt. draw on cigarette 
taba ká  vt. sniff tobacco 
taba mi  vt. smoke cigarette 
taba só  vt. chew tobacco 

táfe  [táfé] n. tribute, king's tax 
táfe bo  vt. pay tribute 
táfesiri  [táfésìrì] n. tax-collector 

tàfe  [tàfè] n. porous ground 

tàfe mɔre  n. wild rice 
tàfe pitiko  n. night adder 
tàfetira  [tàfètírà] n. waterlily 

táitai  [tãítáí] adv. pure white 
taka  [tàká] n. kind, sort, species. Etym: 

Dɛndi: tàká 
taka kɛ  vt. similar thing (do) 

takada  [tákàdá] n. paper, book. Etym: 
Dɛndi: tàkàrdà 

takadadɔr̃i  [tákàdádɔ̃r̀ì] n. scholar 
takadakatɛki  [tákàdákàtɛ  ki] n. 

library 
takadakɛb̃ɔ  [tákàdákɛ ̃ bɔ]̀ n. pen 
takadakɛr̃i  [tákàdákãr̀ì] n. writer, 

secretary 
takasi  [tàkàsí] n. distress, poverty 

takasi kɛ  vt. poor (be), suffer 
takaside  n. poor person, 

unfortunate person 
takasikɛ  n. poverty 
takasikɛgɔrɔ  [tàkàsíkɛgɔrɔ] n. day 

of distress 
taki  [tàkí] n. teasing, torment 

taki kɛ  vt. tease, torment 
takikɛri  [tàkíkɛr̀ì] n. tormentor 

tàkoko  [tàkòkò] adv. difficult to pull 
up or chew 

talaka  [tálákà] n. common person. 
Etym: Dɛndi: tálkà 

Tamanai  [tàmànáì] sn. Tamanai 
tambari  [támbàrí] n. badge, stamp 
tankutɛ  [tàŋkútɛ  ] n. trap 
tàraga  [tàràgà] n. 1) rested field. 

2) hay 
tàraga ba  vt. plant rested field 

tariankpã  [táríáŋkpã ] n. 1) ghostly 
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place. 2) tree species 
taritari  vt. tear to pieces 
tatakpɛru  [tàtàkpɛrù] n. fish species 
tàtantatan kɛ  [tàtàŋ̣́̀tàtàŋ̣́̀] vt. stagger 
tawada  [tàwadà] n. ink 
tawali  [tawalì] n. towel. Etym: English 
tã  [tã ] vt. weave 

tã̃̀  n. woven mat 
tãasaba  [tã àsàbà] n. coarse thread 

for weaving 
tã̃̀a  [tãà̀] n. horse hair 

tã̃̀a kpákpa  vt. set horsehair trap 
tãma  [tã má] n. ironmonger 

tãmagbɛ  [tã mágbɛ]̀ n. iron ore 
tãmakpɛ  [tã mákpɛ  ] n. furnace 
tãmatɛ  [tã mátɛ  ] n. furnace fire 

tãmaa  [tãm̀áà] n. supposition. Etym: 
Dɛndi: tàmmáhã ̀

tãmaa da/kɛ/vĩ  vt. suspect 
tãmaade  aadj. hopeful person 

tãmanna  [tãm̀an ̣́á] n. bird species 
tãna  [tã ná] n. 1) nature spirit. 

2) fetish, idol, shrine (of nature 
spirit). 3) possessing spirit, demon 

tãna ... dɛdɛ ...-nɛ  vt. spirit 
manifesting on person 

tãna ... di ...-nɛ  vt. spirit coming on 
person for the first time 

tãna gbagba  vt. sacrifice at shrine 
tãna go ...-a  vt. e] orcise possessing 

spirit 
tãna kɛkɛ  vt. encourage spirit's 

coming 
tãna sísi  vt. call up possessing spirit 
tãna'ari  [tã ná'àrì] vt. idol carver 
tãnade  n. spirit-possessed person 

tãnagbagbaki  [tã nágbagbaki] n. 
pagan altar 

tãnagbagbari  [tã nágbàgbàrì] n. idol 
worshipper, fetishist 

tãnagbe  [tã nágbɛ]̀ n. stone idol 
tãnagori  [tã nágòrì] n. exorcist 
tãnakpɛ  [tã nákpɛ  ] n. spirit house, 

shrine 
tãnapiri  [tã nápìrì] n. idol forger 
tãnazu'ola  [tã názú'olá] n. bush 

species 
tãnde  [tã nde] n. clay 

tãnde dã  vt. gather clay 
tãnde lɔĺɔ  vt. plaster 
tãnde toto  vt. tread mud 

tãndio  [tã ndíó] n. galago, bushbaby 
tãnini  adj. tiny (thread), thin (person). 

Etym: English 
tãnka  [tãŋ̀ká] n. ring 
tãnko  [tãŋ̀kó] n. basket 
tãntãn  [tã ŋ̣́ ̣́tã ŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. very hot 
teble  [tèble] n. bridesmaid 
teburu  [tébùrù] n. table. Etym: English 
teela  [téélà] n. tailor. Etym: English 
tera  [tèra] adv. soon, now, presently 

teradenɔ  [tèradenɔ] n. present 
generation 

teratera  [tèratèra] adv. immediately 
terere  adj. very thin 

tererenle  padj. rather thin 
tererenna  aadj. narrow and small 
terereterere  adv. surreptitiously, 

stealthily 
térere  [téréré] adj. stiff and straight 
teteri  [tètèrí] n. hand pail 
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tɛ1́  vi. walk. Stative verb 
tɛ ́...-a  vi. continue after, refer to 
tɛ ́...-i  vi. follow after 
tɛ ́...-nɛ arɛ  vi. walk ahead of 
tɛḱɔĩ  [tɛ  kɔĩ̀] vi. follow each other 

(two people) 
tɛt́ɛ  [tɛ  tɛ  ] vi. walk around, stroll 
tɛt́ɛkɔĩ  vi. follow each other (many) 

tɛ2́  pp. among, during 
tɛ3́  n. fire 

tɛ ́bobo ...-i  vt. firebreak around 
(make) 

tɛ ́dɛ  vt. extinguish fire 
tɛ ́ká  vt. set a fire 
tɛ ́ká ...-i  vt. set fire to 
tɛ ́kɛ  vt. shine 
tɛ ́kpá  vt. set a fire 
tɛ ́kpá ...-gu  vt. incite, excite 
tɛ ́kũ  vt. burn 
tɛ ́kpákpa  vt. warm oneself by a fire 
tɛ ́lɛ ́ vt. fire gun 
tɛ ́na ...-a  vt. light 
tɛ ́... pũtã  vi. spark, crackle 
tɛ ́sɔ ̃...-a  vt. set fire to 
tɛ ́vu  vt. blow, stir fire 
tɛb́ã  n. bee-eater 
tɛb́ɔ  [tɛ  bɔ]̀ n. burn scar 
tɛb́ugu  [tɛ  bùgù] n. hot ash, cinders 
tɛd́e  aadj. fiery 
tɛd́ɛbɔ  [tɛ  dɛbɔ]̀ n. snuffer 
tɛǵbɛ  [tɛ  gbɛ]̀ n. 1) bullet. 2) burnt 

place 
tɛḱɔkɔ  [tɛ  kɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. shiny green beetle 
tɛḱpabã  [tɛ  kpábã] n. Abyssinian 

roller 
tɛḱpari  [tɛ  kpàrì] n. bush burner 

tɛḱũna  [tɛ  kŋ̣́ ̣́nà] adj. burnt 
tɛĺi  [tɛ  lí] n. gun 
tɛĺuku  [tɛ  luku] n. pillar of smoke 
tɛḿɔnɛ  [tɛ  mɔǹɛ  ] n. axe 
tɛńɛnɛ  [tɛ  nɛ  nɛ  ] n. tongue of fire 
tɛśibɔ  [tɛ  síbɔ]̀ n. brazier 
tɛśĩsĩ  [tɛ  si ̃ sĩ] n. hot coal 
tɛśukpɛ  [tɛ  súkpɛ  ] n. smoke 
tɛśukpɛde  aadj. smoky 
tɛv́ubɔ  [tɛ  vúbɔ]̀ n. bellows 
tɛv́ura  [tɛ  vúrà] n. flame 
tɛýɔ ̃ [tɛ  ñɔ]̀ n. hot coal 
Tɛźu  n. Muslim month 

tɛɛnɛ(tɛɛnɛ)  adv. slow, calm 
tɛ ̃̀kɛ  [tɛk̀ɛ]̀ n. bark, peel 
tɛn  [tɛ  Ṇ] part. Present tense marker. 

Suffixed to Subject pronouns 
tɛni  [tɛ  ni] part. Present tense marker 

(before object pronoun) 
tɛt́ɛ pá  [tɛ  tɛ  ] vt. gamble, play game of 

chance. Etym: Dɛndi: téété 
tɛ ̃̀tɛri  [tɛt̀ɛr̀ì] n. ladle 
tɛ ̃ [tɛ ̃ ] vt. refuse 

tã̃̀  n. taboo 
tã̃̀ bo  vt. abstain from 
tã̃̀ kɛ  vt. taboo (do) 
tã̃̀pɔ  [tãp̀ɔ ] n. taboo, abomination 

tã̃̀ kɛ  vt. give cheese red coating 
tɛɛ̃  [tɛ ̃ ɛ  ] adv. red 

tɛr̃a  [tɛ ̃ ra] adj. red, orange, brown, 
yellow 

tɛr̃a kũ  vt. rust 
tɛr̃ade  aadj. red 
tɛr̃akɛ  n. redness 
tɛr̃anle padj. reddish 

tɛf̃ɛt̃ɛ ̃ [tɛ ̃ fɛ ̃ tɛ ̃ ] n. tree species 
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tɛñɛ  [tãǹɛ  ] pp. exclusively 
tɛñɛtɛñɛ  adv. exclusively, purely 

tɛñtɛk̃ɔsɔ  [tɛṇ̃́̀tɛ ̃ kɔs̀ɔ]̀ n. laterite 
tɛt̃ɛñtɛ ̃ [tɛt̃ɛñtɛ]̃ adv. face to face 
tí1  n. powder, flour 

títi  [títí] n. powder, flour 
tí(ti) bo  vt. grind to powder, 

pulverise 
tí2  n. present position. See: go ... tía 
tianga  [tìaŋgà] n. pelican 
tíii  [tííí] adv. directly, intently 
tiitiinna  [tìitìin ̣́áÆ] n. finch 

tiitiinna sã̃̀tɛ  n. crombec (bird) 
tìkisi  [tìkìsì] adj. 1) heavy. 

2) important 
tilasi  [tílàsì] n. obligation 

— aadj. obligatory 
— adv. by obligation 

tilasi da ...-nɛ  vt. oblige someone 
tilasidannɛde  [tílàsìdan ̣́ɛ  de] n. 

oppressor 
tìntin  [tìṇ́̀tìṇ́̀] n. 1) pouf, cushion, 

footstool. 2) platform, dais 
tiongo  [tíoŋgo] n. hornbill 
tire  [tírè] n. tray. Etym: English 
tiri  [tírì] n. tree species. Variant: kiri 
titimako  [títímakò] n. babbler (bird) 
tĩ  n. tendon, ligament, sinew 

tĩda zɔ ̃ [tĩda] vt. hamstring. Syn: 
gbátĩ zɔ ̃

to  vt. tell lie. See: ɛ  kɛ to 
tó1  vt. leave, cause 

tón  [tóṆ] vt. abandon, leave behind 
tó2  c. 1) when (Future). 2) if. Tó is 

usually followed by Past tense. 

Future tense gives improbable 'if' 
meaning 

tómadɔỹã  [tómádɔỹã] adv. regret. 
Other pronouns may be 
substituted. Etym: tó-má-dɔ-̃yã 'if-I-
knew-before' 

tóopi  [tóòpì] c. suppose. Etym: tó ò 
pì 'if one said' 

tò  [tò] n. den 
tobi  [tòbí] n. dress 
tofe  n. hunter 

tofe ká  vt. hunt 
tofeka  [tofeká] n. hunt 
tofekari  [tofekàrì] n. hunter 
tofeki  [tofekí] n. chief hunter 

Togo  [tógò] sn. Togo 
toke  [tòké] n. heel 

toke zu  vt. kick with foot 
tokepɛki  [tòképɛ  ki] n. foothold, 

footing 
toko  n. cup, dipper (for bathing) 
tóko  [tókó] n. empty shell 
tokũ  [tokṆï] n. bush turkey. Syn: 

bãnitokũ 
tòkũtokũ  [tòkŋ̣́̀tòkŋ̣́̀] adj. rough, 

bumpy 
tolotolo  [tòlótòló] n. turkey. Etym: 

Dɛndi: tólòtól 
Tomasi  [tòmásì] sn. Thomas. Etym: 

English 
tomato  [tòmátò] n. tomato. Etym: 

English 
tombazi  [tómbàzí] n. calf of leg 
tonɛ  [tonɛ  ] n. orphan 
tónna  [tón ̣́á] n. yellow fronted barbet 
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too  [toò] exc. OK. Syn: tɔ̃̀. Etym: Dɛndi: 
tó 

toosi  [tóósì] n. torch. Etym: English 
toosigbɛ  [tóósìgbɛ]̀ n. battery 

toro  [torò] n. leech 
toto  [tòto] vt. soften, massage, 

discipline 
totontoton  [tótòṇ́̀tòtoṇ́̀] adj. spotted 
tɔ1́  n. 1) name. 2) reputation, fame 

tɔ ́bo  vt. glorify 
tɔ ́dɔ ...-a  vt. give name, give 

reputation 
tɔ ́kpá  vt. praise 
tɔb́ori  [tɔ bòrì] n. glorifier 
tɔd́e  n. person having same name as 

self 
tɔḿanakɛ  [tɔ manakɛ] n. good 

reputation 
tɔśaride  aadj. insignificant 

tɔ2́  vi. drip 
— vt. draw, fetch 

tɔt́ɔ  [tɔ tɔ ] vi. drip 
— vt. draw 

tɔ̃̀  exc. OK. Syn: too 
tɔkɛ  [tɔ kɛ~tɔ kɛ]̀ vt. price (goods), 

bargain for 
tɔkɔ  [tɔk̀ɔ ] n. cough 

tɔkɔ o  vt. cough 
tɔkɔtɛ  [tɔk̀ɔt̀ɛ  ] n. 1) fertilizer. 2) farm 

land 
tɔkɔtɛ gbãna  n. fertile land 
tɔkɔtɛde  aadj. fertile 
tɔkɔtɛdo  [tɔk̀ɔt̀ɛ  dò] n. spice species 
tɔkɔtɛbakpa [tɔk̀ɔt̀ɛ  bàkpá] n. spice 

species 
tɔn  [tɔṆ̀́] cn. tonne. Etym: English 

tɔrɔma  [tɔr̀ɔm̀á] n. pawn, ransom. 
Etym: Dɛndi: tòlmé 

tɔrɔma kɛ  vt. give in pledge 
tɔrɔma sí  vt. redeem, ransom 

tɔ1̃  [tɔ̃ ] n. fart, flatulence 
tɔ ̃fɔ ̃ vt. fart 
tɔ ̃lɛ ́ vt. fart 
tɔ ̃gbarɛ  vt. release wind 

tɔ2̃  [tɔ̃ ] vt. sow 
tɔ ̃...-a  vi. fall on 
— vt. put on (hand, matter, load), 
bite (tooth), pinch (fingernail) 

tɔt̃ɔ ̃ [tɔ̃ tɔ̃ ] vt. sow 
tɔt̃ɔk̃ɔã  [tɔ̃ tɔ̃ kɔã̀] vt. pile on each 

other 
tɔ̃̃̀  n. 1) penis. 2) pistil 

tɔ̃̃̀gbãna  [tɔ̃g̀bã na] n. virility 
tɔ̃̃̀ zɔ ̃ vt. circumcise, circumcised 

(be) 
tɔ̃̃̀kã  [tɔ̃k̀ã ] n. pubic hair 
tɔ̃̃̀zɔg̃ɔrɔ  [tɔ̃z̀ɔg̃ɔrɔ] n. day of 

circumcision 
tɔ̃̃̀zɔñade  [tɔ̃z̀ɔñàde] n. circumcised 

person 
tɔ̃̃̀zɔñasari  [tɔ̃z̀ɔñàsàrí] n. 

uncircumcision 
tɔ̃̃̀zɔr̃i  [tɔ̃z̀ɔ̃r̀ì] n. circumciser 
tɔ̃̃̀zɔỹã  [tɔ̃z̀ɔñ̃á] n. circumcision 

tɔ̃̃̀nɔ  [tɔ̃ǹɔ]̀ n. erosion 
tɔ̃̃̀nɔwɛɛ  [tɔ̃ǹɔẁɛɛ̀]̀ n. crevasse 

tɔɔ̃tɛ  [tɔɔ̃tɛ  ] vi. limp 
tú  pp. deep inside 

tugisi  [túgìsí] n. hip joint 
túbi  [túbí] n. inheritance. Etym: 

Dɛndi:túbú 
túbi ble  vt. inherit 



túbu  ura 

104 Busa — English Dictionary  

túbibleri  [túbíblèrì] n. heir 
túbu  [túbú] n. ashes 

túbukabɔ  [túbúkábɔ]̀ n. ashtray 
tubura  [túbùra] n. rubbish heap 
tuii  adj. narrow 

tuiinle  padj. rather narrow, shallow 
túka  [túká] n. picket, stake. Etym: 

Hausa: túrúká 
tùkuruwɛɛ  [tùkùrùwɛɛ̀]̀ n. excavation 
tuntunde  [tuṇ́̀tuṇ́̀de] n. ancient 

person, patriarch 
turare  [tùràré] n. perfume, incense 

turarekɛri  [tùràrékɛr̀ì] n. perfumer 
turaretiti  [tùràrétítí] n. incense 

powder 
turaretiti kpáta  vt. burn incense 
turaretitikpataki  [tùràrétítíkpátáki] 

n. incense altar 
Turi  [tùrí] sn. name of sixth son 
túru  [túrú] n. green pigeon. Syn: 

potɛñɛturu 
tùru  [tùrù] n. calabash or gourd with 

whole in top 

turuba  [túrúbà] n. course, track, 
direction. Syn: ágba. Etym: Hausa 

turuba sɛ/́sɛt́ɛ  vt. follow course, 
track 

tururu  adv. straight ahead 
túsukpɛ  [túsúkpɛ  ] n. smoke. Etym: 

tɛ  sukpɛ 
túsukpɛde  aadj. smoky 

tuta  [tutà] n. banner, flag 
tutu  [tùtú] n. large head cloth. Etym: 

Dɛndi: túrú 
tutu di  vt. wear large cloth as 

headpiece 
tùtu  [tùtù] n. whirlwind 
tùtu kɛ  [tùtù] vt. raise, tame 
túuba  [túúbá] n. reconciliation. Etym: 

Dɛndi:túúbì 
túuba kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. reconciled to (be), 

repent 
túuba we/sí  vt. accept 

settlement/apology 
tuzi  n. grass 

U  -  u 
 
ú  ['ú] n. pap 

ú ble  vt. eat pap 
ú bo tan  vt. eat and not leave any 

for others 
ú lɔ ́ vt. crush 
úblegɔrɔ  ['úblegɔrɔ] n. mealtime 
úblembɛ  ['úbleṃ́ bɛ] n. return favour 
úfutu  ['úfùtú] n. worm diggings 
úkasa  ['úkàsá] n. simple pap 

u pá  vt. play game (sitting down) 
úi'ui  ['úí'úí] adv. mouthing words 
úki'ukinle  ['úkí'úkín ̣́lé] n. small 

cockroach 
uku  ['ùkú] n. chigger 
úku  ['úkú] n. fish species 
ulivauvau  ['úlívàùvàù] n. small fly 
ura  ['urà] n. shade 

urade  aadj. shady 
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úra  ['úrá] n. 1) guinea-corn stalk. 
2) flute 

úra pɛ ́ vt. play flute 
úrali  ['úrálí] n. guinea-corn stalk 
úrapɛri  ['úrápɛr̀ì] n. flautist 
úratɛ ̃ ['úrátɛ ̃ ] n. guinea-corn species, 

red dye 
ùru'uru  ['ùrù'ùrù] adv. very black 
Usalima  ['úsàlímà] n. Jerusalem. 

Variant: Yerusalɛmu. Etym: Arabic 
usara  ['úsàrá] n. green snake 
uta  ['ùtá] n. shirt, coat, gown 

uta bo  vt. undress 
uta da  vt. dress 
uta zɔ ̃ vt. tailor shirt 
uta zɔk̃ɔ ̃ n. robe 

utaba  ['ùtábà] n. cord of robe 
utagyaba  [ùtágyabà] n. tunic 
utakasa  ['ùtákasa] n. worn out 

clothes 
utakatɛki  ['ùtákátɛ  ki] n. wardrobe 
utalokomma  ['ùtálòkoṃ́ á] n. tunic 
utanɛ  ['ùtánɛ  ] n. short sleeved shirt 
utaturu  ['ùtátùrù] n. shirt made of 

local white fabric 
utɛ  ['utɛ  ] vi. hide 

— vt. hide 
utɛ ...-nɛ  vi. hide from 
— vt. hide from 

utɛki  n. refuge, hiding place 
utii  adj. tiny, very small 

utiinle  padj. smallish 

Ũ  -  ũ 
 
ũ1  ['Ṇ] n. pain 

ũ ...-a  vi. hurt, offend 
ũmanna  ['ṃan ̣́á] n. ache, pain 
ũmanna ma  vt. feel pain 
ũmanna kɛ  vt. suffer pain 

ũ2  ['Ṇ] pp. as, equivalent to (Essive) 
ũ3  ['Ṇï] n. music, musical sound 

ũ bo vt. music (make) 
ũ wã  dance 
ũ zɔ ̃ vt. dance 

ũwãri  ['ŋ̣́ ̣́wãr̀ì] n. dancer 
ũgba  ['ŋ̣́̀gbá] adv. how many?, how 

much? 
ũgbangba  ['ŋ̣́̀gbáŋ̣́g̀bá] adv. how 

much? (many items) 
ũkã  ['ŋ̣́ ̣́kã ] n. itch 

ũkã káka  vt. itch 
ũkã kɔkɔ  vt. scratch 
ũkãde  aadj. prickly, stinging 

ũ̃̀ma  ['ṃ́̀ à] n. hippopotamus. Syn: bɔ̃̀rɛ 
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V  -  v 
 
vàu  [vàù] adv. rise suddenly 
vã  vi. rot 
vãni  [vãǹi] adj. spoiled, ugly, bad, evil 

vãni bo  vt. criticize 
vãni kɛ  vt. evil (do) 
vãnide  n. bad one 
vãnikɛ  n. badness 
vãnikɛri  [vãǹikɛr̀ì] n. evildoer. Syn: 

yãvãnikɛri 
vãnilɛkpakũsũri  [vãǹilɛ  kpàkŋ̣́sṹrì] 

n. plotter of evil 
vãninle  padj. rather bad 
vãnivãni  adv. badly 

vãu  [vãù́] n. eagle 
vãu sutade  n. long-crested hawk-

eagle 
vìn  [vìŋ̣́]̀ adv. whiz 
vìoo  [vìòò] adv. whiz 
vĩ1  n. milk 

vĩ fakam pá  vt. churn milk 
vĩ fɛ ̃ vt. milk 
vĩfãani  [vĩfãà̀nì] n. curdled milk 
vĩ'ipu  [vĩ'ípú] n. fresh milk 
vĩnisi  [vĩnísí] n. butter 

vĩ2  vt. have, possess. Stative verb 
vĩ ...-a  vt. have over (authority) 
vĩ ...-nɛ  vi. have for 

vĩ3  vi. hop, jump 
— vt. cause to jump 

vĩ ...-la  vi. hop over 
vĩ pɛt́ɛ  vi. jump up 
vĩvĩ  vi. jump about, skip 

vĩ4  vt. bury 

vĩki  n. burial place 
vĩna  [vi ̃ǹa] n. fear 

vĩna dada ...-i  vt. frighten, scare 
vĩna kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. afraid of (be) 
vĩna ... kũ  vt. afraid (be) 
vĩnade  n. fearful 
vĩnafori  [vi ̃ǹaforí] n. bluff 
vĩnakɛri  [vi ̃ǹakɛr̀ì] n. fearful person 
vĩnapɔ  [vi ̃ǹapɔ ] n. dreadful thing, 

terror 
vi ̃̃̀na1  [vi ̃ǹà] n. fly 

vi ̃̃̀na pura  n. biting fly 
vi ̃̃̀na sira  n. biting fly 
vi ̃̃̀na tɛr̃a  n. biting fly 

vi ̃̃̀na2  [vi ̃ǹà] n. 1) blindness. 2) blind 
person 

vi ̃̃̀na kũ  vt. blind (become) 
vĩni  [vi ̃ǹí] n. cricket 

vi ̃̃̀nikãnto  [vi ̃ǹìkã nto] n. clothes 
moth 

vi ̃̃̀ni  [vi ̃ǹì] sn. older sibling 
vlã  [vlã ] n. tail 

vlãtãa  [vlã tãà́] n. tail feathers 
vlãtɛr̃a  [vlã tɛ ̃ ra] n. fish species 
vlãnna  [vlã n ̣́á] n. nightjar 

vlɛ ̃ [vlɛ ̃ ] vi. plunge into, dive, sink, get 
bogged 
— vt. immerse, dip 

vɔ  n. taro, coco yam 
vɔ ̃ [vɔ̃ ] n. grass species 
vu  vi. wake, revive, resurrect 

— vt. awake, resuscitate, resurrect 
vugɔrɔ  n. resurrection day 
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vuna  [vunà] n. resurrection, 
awakening 

vú1  n. flower 
vú kɛ  vt. flower, bloom 
vúde  aadj. flowering 

vú2  vt. blow 
vú ...-a  vt. blow on 

vù  n. 1) mound, hillock. 2) diggings, 
excavation 

vura  [vùrá] vi. fly 
— vt. cause to fly 

vuravura  vi. fly around 
vutɛ  [vutɛ  ] vi. sit, settle 

vutɛ ...-a  vi. sit on, condemned (be) 
vutɛ ...-i  vi. sit around 
vutɛki  [vutɛ  ki] n. seat 
vutɛvutɛ  vi. sit (many) 

vũ̃̀nu  [vù̃nù] n. grumbling 
vũ̃̀nu ká  vt. grumble 
vũ̃̀nukari  [vù̃nùkàrì] n. grumbler 

W  -  w 
 
-wa  [wà] pr. to/on him/her/it. Wawa 

dialect. Variant: -a 
-wá  pr. 1) to/on us. 2) us. Occurs 

before 'i' postposition only 
wa  vt. hoe, shave 

wawa  vt. scrape 
wá  n. bone 

wápɛkɛrɛki  [wápɛ  kɛrɛ  ki] n. joint 
wàa  [wàà] cn. two hundred 

wàa sɔɔro  num. thousand. Variant: 
dubu 

wàakuu  [wààkùù] adv. skin and bone 
wàari pá  [wààrì] vt. consider, study 
waazi  [wáàzí] n. preaching. Etym: 

Dɛndi: wáázù 
waazi kɛ  vt. preach 
waazikɛri  [wáàzíkɛr̀ì] n. preacher 

waiyoo  [wàíyóó] exc. woe! 
waiyoo kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. pity 

waka  [wákà] n. neck 
wakarɛ  [wákàrɛ  ] n. necklace 

wakalokũ kɛ ...-i  [wákàlokŋ̣́] vt. leer 
at, ogle at 

wakantɛñɛdɔñɔ  [wákàn ̣́tɛ ̃ nɛ  dɔ̃ nɔ ] n. 
mushroom species 

wakatĩba  [wákàtĩbà] n. neck tendon 
wakawa  [wákàwá] n. bone at base 

of skull 
wakawɛɛ  [wákàwɛɛ̀]̀ n. depression 

between collarbone and neck 
wakawɛɛwa  [wákàwɛɛ̀ẁá] n. 

collarbone 
wara  [wàrá] vt. sweep, plunder 
wára  [wárá] pp. in presence of 
wàra  [wàrà] n. tree species 
wàragasi  [wàràgàsì] n. cheese. Etym: 

Dɛndi: wà gàsí 
wárawara  [wáráwárá] adv. bare 
wari  [wàrí] n. trouble, affliction, 

suffering 
wari dɔ ...-a  vt. trouble 
wari kɛ  vt. suffer, troubled (be) 
waridɔmmana  [wàrídɔṃ́ anà] n. 
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punishment, trouble 
waridɔmmari  [wàrídɔṃ̀́ árì] n. 

trouble-maker 
warikɛgɔrɔ  [wàríkɛgɔrɔ] n. time of 

trouble 
warikɛsari  [wàríkɛsàrí] adv. without 

trouble 
wàsa  [wàsà] n. tree species 
wasangari  [wásáŋgàrì] n. 1) warrior 

noble of Borgu (pre-colonial). 
2) playboy 

wáso  [wásó] n. tree species. Syn: 
gúlímá 

wã  vi. hurry, heat up 
— vt. heat 

wã ...-a  vi. radiate heat on 
wã ...-i  vi. hurry over 
wã ...-nɛ  vi. too fast for (be) 
wãkũ  [wãkṆ̀́] n. greed 
wãwã  n. pain 
wãwã kɛ  vt. hurt 
wãwã ma  vt. feel pain 
wãwãde  aadj. painful 

wãanɛ  [wã ánɛ]̀ pr. so-and-so, what's-
his-name. Etym: Dɛndi: wáánè 

wãkũ  [wãkṆ] n. greed 
wãkũde  n. greedy person 

wãna  [wãǹa] adj. 1) hot. 2) quick 
wãnawãna  adv. 1) very hot. 2) very 

fast 
wã̃̀ngara  [wãŋ̀gàrà] n. trading town 
wãnzãn  [wãǹzãṆ] n. design, pattern, 

scar 
wãnzãnde  [wãǹzãṇde] n. scarred, 

patterned 
we1  n. monkey 

webã  n. helmet shrike 
wesi  [wesí] n. green monkey 
wesibã  n. drongo 
wesuru  [wesùrú] n. colobus monkey 
wetɛ ̃ [wetɛ ̃ ] n. patas monkey 

we2  vt. agree 
we ...-a  vi. answer 
we ...-i  vi. willing (be), accept 
we ...-o  vt. agree with, believe 
we ...-nɛ  vi. allow 

we o  vt. breathe 
we'o  [we'o] n. breath 
wesa  [wesa] n. sigh 
wesa bo  vi. breathe heavily, hum, 

sigh 
wesa bo fɛ ̃̀ɛkuu  vt. pant 
wesa bo fùfu  vt. sigh deeply 
wesa kakara  vt. gasp 

wedekũnna  [wedekŋ̣́ ̣́n ̣́á] n. medium's 
spirit 

wedekũnna dɛdɛ  vt. call up spirit 
wedekũnnabã  [wedekŋ̣́ ̣́n ̣́ábã] n. 

hoopoe 
wedekũnnade  n. medium 

wé'i  [wé'í] n. embarrassment, respect, 
shame 

wé'i da ...-a  vt. embarrass 
wé'í dɛ  vt. embarrassed (be) 
wé'idammari  [wé'ídàṃ́ árì] n. 

embarrassing person, shameful 
person 

wé'ide  n. respectful 
wé'isari  n. disrespect 
wé'isaride  n. unembarrassed, 

disrespectful, shameless 
wé'isariyã  n. shameful matter 
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wé'iyã  n. embarrassing matter 
wé'iyãgasãna  [wé'íñágasãǹà] n. large 

long beetle that fakes death. Syn: 
kpomugɔñɔ 

wemm  [weṃṃ] adv. ringing 
wera  n. millet 
were  [wèré] vi. recover, relax 

were ...-a  vi. subside on 
were ...-nɛ  vi. relax for 
werekɔã  [wèrékɔã̀] vi. healed (be) 
— vt. heal 

werekɔã ...-a  vt. heal from 
werema  [wèrèmá] n. chain, necklace 
wérenɛ  [wérénɛ  ] n. Nile perch 
wɛ  vt. look for, hunt 

wɛtɛ  [wɛtɛ  ] vt. seek, look for 
wɛtɛ ...-a  vt. seek from 
wɛtɛri  [wɛt̀ɛ  rì] n. enemy 

wɛ ́ n. 1) eye. 2) beauty 
wɛ ́biri  vt. stare 
wɛ ́biri ...-a  vt. covet, disapprove 
wɛ ́ble  vt. win interest of 
wɛ ́... bo  vi. beautiful (be) 
wɛ ́dan  vt. regard, consider 
wɛ ́di  vt. open eyes wide 
wɛ ́dɔ ...-a  vt. face, fix eyes on, hope 
wɛ ́dɔ ...-i  vt. hope 
wɛ ́gá da ...-la  vt. enter into trance 
wɛ ́gwa  vt. 1) look expectantly at. 

2) have compassion on 
wɛ ́kɛ  vt. 1) request, pray. 2) have 

eye infection 
wɛ ́kɛ siikɔ ̃ vt. see face to face 
wɛ ́kɛ ̃...-a  vi. enlightened about (be) 
wɛ ́kpátɛ ́...-i  vt. examine 
wɛ ́kukɔã  vt. hold eyes shut 

wɛ ́lɛ ́ n. wink 
wɛ ́likara  vt. dazed (be) 
wɛ ́mana  n. good appearance 
wɛ ́matɛ ...-i  vt. look around at 
wɛ ́ńna  n. good eyesight 
wɛ ́natɛ  vt. scrutinize 
wɛ ́pá  vt. perceive 
wɛ ́pá ...-a  vt. look around at 
wɛ ́pãsĩ  n. evil eye 
wɛ ́pɛ ́...-a  vt. fix eyes on, stare at, 

gaze at 
wɛ ́pɛ ́...-i  vt. examine 
wɛ ́piti ...-a  vt. stare at severely 
wɛ ́si ...-lɛ  vt. see (with own eyes) 
wɛ ́síra kũ  vt. feel faint or giddy 
wɛ ́tá ...-la  vt. overlook 
wɛ ́tã  vt. oppress 
wɛ ́tã ...-a  vt. persevere 
wɛ ́tɛ ́...-i  vt. scrutinize, examine, pay 

attention to 
wɛ ́vĩ  vt. beautiful (be) 
wɛ ́vĩ ...-la  vt. avoid looking at 
wɛ ́yakatɛ  vt. well up with tears 
wɛ ́zɛ ̃ vt. intelligent (be) 
wɛ ́zu  vt. look up or far off 
wɛb́ara  [wɛ  bárá] n. eyelid 
wɛd́e  n. representative 
— aadj. beautiful 

wɛd́ewɛ  [wɛ  dèwɛ  ] aadj. confronting 
(thief) 
— adv. face to face 

wɛd́igi  [wɛ  dígí] n. glasses 
wɛd́ina  [wɛ  dinà] n. cataract 
wɛd́o  [wɛ  do] n. evil eye, malicious 

intent 
wɛd́ɔina  [wɛ  dɔìnà] n. hope, 

expectation 
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wɛd́ɔisari [wɛ  dɔìsàrí] adv. without 
expectation 

wɛf́ufu kɛ  [wɛ  fùfù] vt. raise hope 
wɛǵasɔ ̃ [wɛ  gasɔ]̃ n. corner of eye 
wɛǵbãna  [wɛ  gbã na] n. severity, 

sternness 
wɛǵbãnade  n. stern person 
wɛǵupu  [wɛ  gupú] n. vision 
wɛǵupu e  vt. see vision 
wɛǵupu'eri  [wɛ  gupú'èrì] n. seer 
wɛǵwari  [wɛ  gwàrì] n. 

compassionate person 
wɛ'́i  [wɛ  'í] n. tear 
wɛ'́ipa kɛ  [wɛ  'ípá] vt. blink, flicker 
wɛḱã  [wɛ  kã ] n. eyelash 
wɛḱãkã  [wɛ  kã kã ] n. rudeness, 

insolence 
wɛḱãkãde  n. precocious person, 

forward person 
wɛḱɛ  [wɛ  kɛ] n. prayer, request 
wɛḱɛki  [wɛ  kɛki] n. place of prayer 
wɛḱɛr̃i  [wɛk̃ãr̀ì] n. enlightened 

person 
wɛḱpãntɛ ̃ [wɛ  kpãǹtɛ ̃ ] n. look of 

disapproval 
wɛḱpãntɛ ̃matɛ ...-a  vt. cast look of 

disapproval at 
wɛḱũ  [wɛ  kŋ̣́] n. cheekbone 
wɛĺikaranade  [wɛ  likaranàde] n. 

charmer 
wɛḿusukã  [wɛ  mùsúkã ] n. eyebrow 
wɛń  [wɛṆï] cn. unit for counting 

collection of articles (hair, grain, 
arrowheads) 

wɛńɛ  [wɛ  nɛ  ] n. eyeball 
wɛńɛgbĩnisira  [wɛ  nɛ  gbi ̃ǹìsíra] n. 

pupil of eye 

wɛṕɛki  [wɛ  pɛ  ki] n. sight 
wɛṕi  [wɛ  pì] n. covetousness 
wɛṕide  n. covetous person 
wɛṕitiri  [wɛ  pìtìrì] n. starer 
wɛṕura  [wɛ  púra] n. white of eye 
wɛśira  [wɛ  síra] n. ignorance 
wɛśirade  n. ignorant 
wɛśiragɔrɔ  n. time of ignorance 
wɛśirakɛna  [wɛ  sírakɛnà] n. 

ignorance 
wɛt́ãmma  [wɛ  tã ṃ́ á] n. oppression, 

punishment, distress 
wɛt́ãmmagɔrɔ  [wɛ  tã ṃ́ ágɔrɔ] n. day 

of punishment 
wɛt́ãmmana mɔ ...-nɛ  vt. punish 
wɛt́ãmmari  [wɛ  tãṃ̀́ árì] n. oppressor 
wɛtɛri  [wɛt̀ɛ  rì] n. seeker 
wɛt́ɛ ̃ [wɛ  tɛ ̃ ] n. tears 
wɛt́ɛ ̃kɔt́ɛ  vt. shed tears 
wɛt́ɛr̃a  [wɛ  tɛ ̃ ra] n. misery 
wɛt́oko  [wɛ  tókó] n. eye socket 
wɛv́u  [wɛ  vú] n. eye excretion 
wɛýukuyuku  [wɛ  yùkùyùkù] n. crazy 

person 
wɛźɛ ̃ n. intelligence, insight 
wɛźɛr̃i  [wɛ  zãr̀ì] n. intelligent person 

wɛ ̃̀ɛ  [wɛɛ̀]̀ n. hole 
wɛ ̃̀ɛsɔna  [wɛɛ̀s̀ɔnà] n. cavity in well 

wɛra  [wɛr̀á] n. dye pit area 
wɛŕa  [wɛ  rá] n. city 

wɛŕadenɔ  n. city dwellers 
-wɛrɛ  [wɛ  rɛ  ] pr. to/for us 
wɛŕɛ  [wɛ  rɛ  ] n. blade 
wɛ1̃  n. beer 

wɛ ̃ba  vt. brew beer 
wɛd̃ɛ kɛ  vt. drunk (be) 



wɛ ̃  wísi 
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wɛd̃ɛri  [wɛd̃ɛr̀ì] n. drunkard 
wɛ'̃i  n. stupor from beer 
wɛk̃paatɛri  [wɛk̃pààtɛ  rì] n. 

bartender 
wɛm̃iki  n. beer drinking place 
wɛm̃ikɔk̃ɔ ̃ [wɛm̃ikɔ̃k̀ɔ̃ ] n. drinking 

bout 
wɛm̃iri  [wɛm̃ìrì] n. beer drinker 

wɛ2̃  vt. open 
wɛk̃ɔã  [wɛk̃ɔã̀] vi. open up 
— vt. open up 

wɛw̃ɛ ̃ vi. expand 
wã̃̀  n. year 

— cn. year 
wã̃̀ kɛ  vt. spend years somewhere 
wã̃̀ kũ wã̃̀ɛo  adv. year after year 
wã̃̀managɔrɔ  [wãm̀anagɔrɔ] adv. at 

good old age 
wã̃̀nla  [wãṇ̀́̀la] adv. this year 
wã̃̀'ɔgɔ  [wã'̀ɔg̀ɔ ] n. income tax 

wɛñda  [wɛ ̃ nda] n. pity 
wɛñda dɔ ̃...-nɛ  vt. sympathize with 
wɛñda gwa  vt. have pity on 
wɛñda kɛ  vt. lament 
wɛñda ɔɔ́ dɔ  vt. wail 
wɛñdade  n. pitiable, miserable 
wɛñdadɔñnɛri  [wɛ ̃ ndadɔñ ̣́ɛ  rì] n. 

compassionate person 
wɛñdadɔr̃isaride  [wɛ ̃ ndadɔ̃r̀ìsàríde] 

n. pitiless person 
wɛñdakɛ  n. pitiful state 
wɛñdalɛ  [wɛ ̃ ndalɛ]̀ n. dirge, lament 
wɛñdasaride  n. heartless person 
wɛñdawɛñda  adv. pathetically 

wã̃̀ndi  [wãǹdì] n. life 
wã̃̀ndi bo  vt. take life 

wã̃̀ndi kũ àdi lákaro  n. eternal life 
wã̃̀ndibadɔbɔ  [wãǹdìbàdɔbɔ]̀ n. life 

saving thing 
wã̃̀ndide  aadj. living 
wã̃̀ndigɔrɔ  n. lifetime 
wã̃̀ndikpammari  [wãǹdìkpàṃ́ árì] n. 

life-giver 
wɛt̃ɛ  [wɛ ̃ tɛ  ] n. village, town 

wɛt̃ɛ kpɛ  pp. outskirts of village 
wɛt̃ɛ sí  vt. capture town 
wɛt̃ɛa  [wɛ ̃ tɛ  à] adv. travelling, on 

journey 
wɛt̃ɛdenɔ  n. village dwellers 
wɛt̃ɛgɛɛri  [wɛ ̃ tɛ  gɛɛ̀r̀ì] n. traveller 
wɛt̃ɛgɛna  [wɛ ̃ tɛ  gɛ  nà] n. journey, 

voyage 
wí  vi. shatter, pain 

— vt. shatter 
wí kũ bàao  vi. take off running 
wí ... musu  vt. rebound on 
wíwi  [wíwí] vi. pain 
— vt. break, shatter 

wiki  [wíki] n. cry 
wiki dɔ ...-a  vt. shout at 
wiki lɛ ́(...-a)  vt. yell (at), scream 

(at), cry out (at) 
wisa  n. elephant 

wisasaka  n. ivory 
wisa'ɛafua  [wisa'ɛà̀fùà] n. tree 

species 
wisasã  [wisasã ] n. lily 

wisi [wìsí] n. salt 
wiside  aadj. salty, salted 

wísi [wísí] n. spiced meal ball 
wísi lɔ ́ vt. grind meal 
wísilɔgbɛ  [wísílɔ gbɛ]̀ n. millstone 
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wísilɔkpɛ  [wísílɔ kpɛ  ] n. flourmill 
wísiti  [wísítí] n. meal, ground grain 

wĩna kɛ  [wi ̃ ná] vt. perceive from afar 
wo  vi. flee 

— vt. extract, uproot 
wowo  vi. uproot 
wowokɔã [wowokɔã̀] vi. come apart 

wó1  n. 1) back. 2) carcass, trunk 
wó gyã kɛ  vt. have sore back 
wógba  [wógbà] n. middle of back 
wógbawa  [wógbàwá] n. lumbar 

vertebrae 
wópɛki  [wópɛ  ki] n. spinal joint, 

vertebra 
wóplɛ  [wóplɛ]̀ n. loins, lower back 
wówa  [wówá] n. spinal column 
wózĩwɛñzã  [wózi ̃ wãǹzã] n. design 

tattooed on woman's lower back 
wó2  pr. us, our. New-Bussa dialect. 

Variant: ó 
wókũwokũ  [wókŋ̣́ ̣́wókŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. rough, 

bumpy 
won kɛ  [wóŋ̣́̀] vt. bark 
wondo  [wóndò] n. window. Etym: 

English 
woro  [wòró] vi. uproot 

— vt. remove, extract, strip off 
woro ...-a  vi. remove oneself from 

Woru  [wòrú] sn. name of first son 

Worusika  [wòrúsìkà] sn. name of 
sixth son. Syn: Turi 

woto  [wòtó] vt. unsheathe (sword), 
remove (key from lock), extract 
— vi. withdraw 

woto ...-a  vi. escape from 
wòtompau  [wòtòmpàù] n. gecko 

species 
wotowoto  adv. sparsely seeded 
wɔkɔwɔkɔ  adv. gaunt 
wɔŕɔgɔ  [wɔ rɔ gɔ ] n. courage 

wɔŕɔgɔde  n. bold person 
wɔŕɔgɔkɛ  n. courage, boldness 

wɔñɔ  n. red thread 
wura  [wúrà] n. gold. Etym: Dɛndi: úrà 
Wure  [wúrè] sn. generation name 

(alternate to Kpae) 
wútɛ  [wútɛ  ] vi. lie down 

— vt. lie down 
wutɛ ...-i  vi. lie around 
wútɛ nɛ ̃̀sɛlɛ kutɛna  vt. bow 

prostrate 
wútɛbɔ  [wútɛ  bɔ]̀ n. mat, bed 
wútɛki  [wútɛ  ki] n. place to lie down 
wútɛwutɛ  vi. lie down (many) 

Wuuu  [wúúù] sn. unfaithful person's 
name 

Y  -  y 
 
ya  vi. 1) slake. 2) disturbed (be). 

3) irresponsible (be) 
— vt. ransack 

yana  [yanà] adj. irresponsible 

yá2  part. question marker 
yá3  n. laugh, smile 

yá kpãni dɔ  vt. smile 
yá gbãna dɔ  vt. laugh loudly 
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yá mùsɛ kpá  vt. smile 
yáa dɔ (...-a)  [yáá] vt. laugh (about), 

rejoice (in) 
... yáa dɔ (...-a)  vt. laugh at, mock 

(concerning) 
yáadɔ  [yáádɔ] n. laughing 
yáadɔmma  [yáádɔṃ́ á] n. mockery 
yáadɔnapɔ  [yáádɔnàpɔ ] n. laughing 

stock 
yáadɔyã  n. laughing matter 

yàa  [yàà] aadj. untidy, disorderly 
yàaya  [yààyà] adv. untidy, 

disorderly 
yàa kɛ  [yàà] vi. soar, glide, hover 
yàasa  [yààsà] adj. wide 

— n. width, circumference 
yàasa gbã̃̀na  n. diameter 
yàasanle  padj. rather wide 

yáasi  [yáásí] n. proverb. Etym: Dɛndi: 
yáásáy 

yáasi bo  vt. interpret proverb 
yáasi kɛ  vt. tell proverb 
yáasi zu  vt. throw in a proverb 

yàba  [yàbà] n. banana 
yabirinna  [yabirin ̣́á] n. small thing, 

insignificant thing 
yagi kɛ  [yàgi] vt. rot 

yagisaride  aadj. imperishable 
Yahaya  [yàhàyá] sn. John the Baptist. 

Etym: Arabic 
Yahuda  [yàhúdà] sn. Jew. Syn: Yuda 
yaka  [yàká] vi. spoil, ruin, grow old, 

deteriorate 
— vt. damage, disturb 

yakayaka  vi. worn out (be) 
yàkari  [yàkàrì] n. destroyer, pest 

yàka  [yàkà] n. firewood 
yàka wɛ  vt. look for firewood 
yàkawɛri  [yàkàwɛr̀ì] n. woodcutter 

yákayaka  [yákáyáká] adv. perforated 
yàkayaka  [yàkàyàkà] adv. waving 

hands 
yakɛ  [yakɛ~yakɛ]̀ vt. explore 
yákiyaki  [yákíyákí] adv. torn in pieces 
yakpa  [yàkpá] n. Denham's bustard 
yaku  [yàkú] vi. soaked (be) 
yáku  [yákú] adv. waving back and 

forth 
yàku kpá  [yàkù] vt. spoil, corrupt. 

yàku does not lengthen before low 
tone. Syn: yaka 

Yakubu  [yàkúbù] sn. Jacob. Etym: 
Dɛndi (Arabic) 

yàra  [yàrà] n. small mushroom 
yàri  [yàrì] n. hospitality, 

entertainment. Etym: Dɛndi: yààrí 
yàri kɛ  vt. hospitable (be), entertain 

yáriyari  [yáríyárí] adv. ruinous 
yàtata  [yàtàtà] adv. vast 
yã1  [ñá] n. 1) word, communication, 

language. 2) matter, affair, 
concern. 3) story, record. 4) action, 
deed. 5) reason. 6) responsibility. 
7) case, verdict, judgment, 
problem, dispute 

yã ble  vt. persuade, convince 
yã bɔtɛ  vt. rave, talk a lot 
yã da  vt. consider, obey 
yã da ... gãi  vt. consult 
yã da ...-nɛ  vt. teach 
yã da ...-la  vt. condemn 
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yã da nɛ ̃̀sɛn  vt. hold grudge 
yã da swã̃̀n  n. memorize 
yã dada  vt. learn 
yã ... di ...-a  vi. shocked (be) 
yã di ...-a  vt. accuse falsely 
yã ditɛ ...-nɛ  vt. command 
yã dɔ ...-a  vi. unhappy about (be) 
yã e  vt. get problem 
yã gága  vt. draw out affair 
yã gátɛ ...-nɛ  vt. bring trouble to 
yã gbã ...-nɛ  vt. report to 
yã gboro  vt. break word 
yã gɔg̃ɔ ̃(...-o)  vt. arrange matter, 

settle dispute 
yã kakara ...-nɛ  vt. confound 
yã kɛkɛ  vt. put in order, administer 
yã ... kɔ ̃sɛ ́ vt. agree 
yã kpá sãkoto  vt. ignore 
yã ku swã̃̀a  vi. preoccupied (be) 
yã kũa  vt. concerned (be) 
yã la/lala ...-a  vt. question 
yã lɛḱɔã ...-nɛ  vt. compare for 
yã lɛḱɔã kũ ...-o  vt. reason with 
yã li ...-a  vt. respond to 
yã likara ...-a  vt. confound 
yã litɛ kpɛdangara  vt. twist one's 

words 
yã ma  vt. hear, understand, obey 
yã ma ...-a  vt. respond to 
yã mɔ/́su ...-nɛ  vt. punish 
yã na ...-nɛ ... ɔĩ  vt. confide in 
yã naasi kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. great deed for 

(do) 
yã naasi o ...-nɛ  vt. exaggerate 
yã nna kpá ...-a  vt. declare innocent 
yã nna o ...-nɛ  vt. speak pleasantly 

to 

yã nnanna o ...-nɛ  vt. speak 
seductively 

yã o  vt. speak 
yã papa  vt. fulfil word 
yã pã o  vt. talk nonsense 
yã pãpã o  vt. speak coarsely 
yã taka  n. example 
yã taka sɛ ́ vt. follow example of 
yã sí  vt. believe 
yã sí kũ ...-o  vt. swear by 
yã sí ...-la  vt. defend, respond 
yã súsu kɛ  vt. right (do) 
yã ... vutɛ ...-a  vi. condemn 
yã we ...-a  vt. answer, reply to 
yã ya  vt. confuse, talk nonsense 
yã yá ...-a  vt. devastate, bring 

calamity on 
yã yĩ ...-la  vt. agreement with 

(make) 
yã zɔ ̃...-nɛ  vt. taunt 
yãbonsarɛ  [ñábon ̣́sàrɛ  ] n. surprise, 

wonder 
yãbonsarɛ kɛ  vt. surprise 
yãbonsarɛkɛri  [ñábon ̣́sàrɛ  kɛr̀ì] n. 

miracle-worker, magician 
yãbɔkɔtɛ  [ñábɔkɔtɛ  ] n. business, 

concern 
yãbɔtɛ  [ñábɔtɛ  ] n. chatter, 

talkativeness 
yãbɔtɛri  [ñábɔt̀ɛ  rì] n. chatterer 
yãburi  [ñábùri] n. language 
yãdadari  [ñªádàdàrì] n. student 
yãdannɛde  [ñádan ̣́ɛ  de] n. teacher. 

Syn: yãdannɛri 
yãdannɛna  [ñádan ̣́ɛ  nà] n. teaching 
yãdannɛri  [ñádan ̣́ɛ  rì] n. teacher. 

Syn: yãdannɛde 
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yãdari  [ñádàrì] n. obedient person 
yãdarisari  n. disobedient person 
yãdasarikɛ  [ñádasàríkɛ] n. 

disobedience 
yãde  n. person responsible, person 

involved 
yãdimmari  [ñádìṃ́ árì] n. accuser 
yãditɛna  [ñáditɛ  nà] n. command, 

rule 
yãdɔmmana  [ñádɔṃ́ ánà] n. false 

accusation 
yãdɔngu  [ñádɔŋ̣́ ̣́gu] n. remembrance 
yãdɔnwɛa  [ñádɔn ̣́wɛ  à] n. fault-

finding 
yãdɔrɔsari  [ñádɔr̀ɔs̀àrí] n. anomaly, 

perversion 
yãdɔrɔsarikɛri  [ñádɔr̀ɔs̀àríkɛr̀ì] n. 

perverted person 
yãdɔ ̃ [ñádɔ]̃ n. smooth talk 
yãdɔr̃i  [ñádɔ̃r̀ì] n. learned 
yãfaasari  [ñáfáàsàrí] n. stupidity 
yãfutɛ kɛ  [ñáfutɛ  ] vt. unfaithful (be) 
yãgɛ  [ñágɛ]̀ n. ineffective act 
yãgɔg̃ɔr̃i  [ñágɔ̃g̀ɔ̃r̀ì] n. judge 
yãgɔg̃ɔñnɛri [yãgɔ̃g̀ɔ̃ǹ ̣́ɛ  rì] n. arbiter, 

judge 
yãi  [ñáì] n. reason, cause 
yã'i kára  [ñá'í] vt. confirm 
yãke  [ñáke] n. something, nothing, 

anything 
yãke vĩ  vt. matter little 
yãkeburi o  [ñákebùri] vt. speak in 

tongues 
yãkekɛrisaride  [ñákekɛr̀ìsàríde] n. 

innocent 
yãkete  [ñáketé] n. problem, dispute 
yãkete ká  vt. grumble, complain 

yãkete tã  vt. cause problem 
yãketede  n. trouble maker 
yãketesaride  n. peaceful person 
yãkɛna  [ñákɛnà] n. deed, act 
yãkɛkɛri  [ñákɛk̀ɛr̀ì] n. mediator, 

administrator 
yãkɛrisari  [ñákɛr̀ìsàrí] n. idle person 
yãkpatɛ  [ñákpátɛ  ] n. judgement 
yãkpatɛ kɛ ...-la  vt. judge someone 
yãkpatɛkɛgɔrɔzĩ  [ñákpátɛ  kɛgɔrɔzi ̃ ] 

adv. judgment day 
yãkpatɛkɛki  [ñákpátɛ  kɛki] n. 

tribunal. Syn: yãkpatɛkɛkpɛ 
yãkpatɛkɛri  [ñákpátɛ  kɛr̀ì] n. judge 
yãkpãni  [ñákpã ní] n. whisper 
yãkpãni o  vt. whisper 
yãkpɛdangara  [ñákpɛdàŋgàra] n. 

perversity, depravity 
yãkpɛdangarakɛri 

 [ñákpɛdàŋgàrakɛr̀ì] n. perverted 
person 

yãlɛkɔãna  [ñálɛ  kɔã̀nà] n. parable 
yãlɛkpɛre  [ñálɛ  kpɛrɛ]̀ n. craftiness, 

deception 
yãlɛkpɛrɛ gɔg̃ɔ ̃ vt. act craftily 
yãlɛkpɛrɛ o  vt. speak perversity 
yãmanai  [ñámanaì] adv. truly 
yãmanakɛna  [ñámanakɛnà] n. 

righteousness 
yãmanakɛri  [ñámanakɛr̀ì] n. doer of 

good 
yãmari  [ñámàrì] n. obedient 
yãnnade  [ñán ̣́ade] n. justified 

person 
yãnnakpammaride 

 [ñán ̣́akpàṃ́ arìde] n. justifier, 
advocate 
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yã'o(na)  [ñá'onà] n. speech 
yã'onnɛ(na)  [ñá'on ̣́ɛ  nà] n. instruction 
yã'onnɛri  [ñá'on ̣́ɛ  rì] n. interpreter 
yã'ori  [ñá'òrì] n. speaker, talker 
yãpapana  [ñápapanà] n. fulfilment 
yãpinkidɔr̃i  [ñápínkídɔ̃r̀ì] n. know-

all 
yãpura  [ñápúra] n. truth 
— adv. truly 

yãpura kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. act honestly 
toward 

yãpura kpá ...-a vt. confirm, testify 
to 

yãpura o  vt. speak the truth 
yãpurade  adj. true, real 
yãpurakɛri  [ñápúrakɛr̀ì] n. honest 

person 
yãpura'ori  [ñápúra'òrì] n. truth 

speaker 
yãsãngu  [ñásã ŋ̣́ ̣́gu] n. forgetfulness 
yãsãnguki  [ñásã ŋ̣́ ̣́guki] n. oblivion 
yãsira  [ñásíra] n. lie. Syn: ɛḱɛ 
yãsirade  n. liar 
yãsusukɛri  [ñásúsúkɛr̀ì] n. righteous 

person 
yãtã kpátɛ  [ñátã]̀ vt. initiate 
yãtãkpatɛna  n. fundamental 
yã'utɛna  [ñá'utɛ  nà] n. secret. Syn: 

asiri 
yã'ũmmana  [ñá'ṃṃ́ ánà] n. trouble, 

annoyance 
yã'ũmmade  [ñá'ṃṃ́ áde] n. troubled 

person 
yãvãnikɛ  [ñávãǹikɛ] n. wickedness 
yãvãnikɛri  [ñávãǹikɛr̀ì] n. evildoer 
yãvãni'ori  [ñávãǹi'òrì] n. speaker of 

evil 

yãvunu  [ñávùnù] n. grumbling 
yãvunu ká  vt. grumble, murmur 
yãvunukari  [ñávùnùkàrì] n. 

grumbler 
yãvutɛmmana  [ñávutɛ  ṃ́ ánà] n. 

condemnation 
yãwaaripari  [ñáwààrìpàrì] n. 

philosopher 
yãwemmana  [ñáweṃ́ ánà] n. 

answering 
yãwemmadɔr̃i  [ñáweṃ́ ádɔ̃r̀ì] n. 

discreet answerer 
yãwɛ wɛ ̃...-nɛ  [ñáwɛ  ] vt. reveal to 
yãwɛwɛña  [ñáwɛ  wɛñà] n. revelation 
yãzɛ  [ñázɛ  ] n. opinion 
yãzɛ e  vt. persuaded (be), see 

opinion 
yãzɛde(kɛ)  n. right, righteousness, 

justice 
yãzɛdedannɛna  [ñázɛ  dedan ̣́ɛ  nà] n. 

sound teaching 
yãzɛde'ori  [ñázɛ  de'òrì] n. speaker of 

justice 
yãzɛkpatɛ  [ñázɛ  kpátɛ  ] n. rule 
yãzɛsari  n. impossibility 
yãzɛdesaride  n. wrong, injustice 
yãzĩbaarukɛri  [ñázĩbáárùkɛr̀ì] n. 

historian 
yãzɔz̃ɔr̃i  [ñázɔ̃z̀ɔ̃r̀ì] n. babbler 

yã2  [ña] adv. before 
yãdenɔ  n. former people, past 

generation 
yãgɔrɔ  n. aforetime 

yã3  [ña] n. tree species 
yã̃̀  [ñà] n. private store 
yã̃̀ pá  [ñà] vt. shoot 
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yãgãyãgã  [ñágã ñágã ] adv. with holes 
or space 

yãkatɛ  [ñákátɛ  ] vi. mixed (be) 
— vt. mix 

Yãmai  [ñàmàì] sn. Niamey. Etym: 
Dɛndi: nyàmày 

yã̃̀mayãma  [ñàmàñàmà] adv. squelch, 
crush 

Yãngba  [ñàŋgbà] sn. Yangba 
yãsũ  [ñásṹ] n. rheumatism 
yãyã  [ñáñá] vi. emaciate 

yãyãna  [ñáñánà] aadj. emaciated 
ye  vi. 1) want. 2) about to (be). 

Stative verb. Followed by 
subjunctive pronoun 

ye ...-i  vi. 1) want (thing). 2) love 
(person), like 

ye ... kãiro  vi. hate, abhor 
yekɔĩ  [yekɔĩ̀] vi. love each other 
yekɔĩna  [yekɔĩ̀nà] n. mutual love 
yenyĩ  [yeñ ̣́í] n. love 
yenyĩde  adj. beloved 
yenyĩkɛna  [yeñ ̣́íkɛnà] n. loving-

kindness 
ye'uide  [ye'úìde] n. glutton, child 

with good appetite 
yee  part. mood marker expressing 

warning. Syn: -ee 
Yesu  [yésù] sn. Jesus. Syn: Isa 

Yesude  n. Christian 
Yesudekɛ  n. state of being a 

Christian 
Yesukpɛ [yésùkpɛ  ] n. church. Syn: 

sɔsi 
Yesunaanikɛri  [yésùnááníkɛr̀ì] n. 

Christian, believer in Jesus 

Yesunaanikɛrisari  n. unbeliever in 
Jesus, non-Christian 

Yesusaride  n. non-Christian 
yɛ ̃̀kpɛɛ  [yɛk̀pɛɛ̀]̀ adv. on angle (be) 

yɛ ̃̀kpɛɛ kɛ  vt. lean over 
yɛŕɛrɛ  [yɛ  rɛ  rɛ  ] adv. full to the brim 
yɛ ̃̀rɛrɛ  [yɛr̀ɛr̀ɛ]̀ adj. wide, big and fat, 

spreading (tree) 
yɛtɛ  [yɛt̀ɛ  ] n. scorn 

yɛtɛ di ...-nɛ  vt. scorn 
yɛɛ̃ɛ  [ñɛ ɛ  ɛ  ] adv. light 
yã̃̀ɛɛnle  [ñɛɛ̀ɛ̀ǹ ̣́lé] n. smouldering 
yɛk̃ɛñtɛ ̃ [ñɛ kɛ ̃ ntɛ ̃ ] n. red ant 
yía  [yíá] vt. sell 

yía ...-a  vt. sell to 
yiana  [yíánà] aadj. for sale 
yìari  [yìàrì] n. seller 

yìgi  [yìgì] n. engagement. Etym: Dɛndi: 
hííjì 

yìgi dɛ  vt. break engagement 
yìgi yĩ  vt. engaged (become) 
yìgidɛtakada  [yìgìdɛtákàdá] n. 

divorce certificate 
yìgisaride  aadj. de facto wife 
yìgisarinɛ  [yìgìsàrínɛ  ] n. bastard 
yìgidɛyã  [yìgìdɛñá] n. divorce 

yiko  [yìkó] vi. slacken 
— vt. slacken 

yìkoko  [yìkòkò] adv. tough 
yitoro  n. wrinkle 

yitoro kũ  vt. wrinkle 
-yĩ  [ñí~ñi~ñì] pp. near, around, after. 

Tone follows that of preceding 
syllable. Variant: i (yĩ used after 
n) 
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yĩ1  [ñí] vi. 1) cool (be). 2) quiet (be) 
yĩda  [ñída] adj. 1) wet, damp, cold. 

2) timid, gentle, meek 
yĩda kũ  vi. cool, calm, cold (be) 
— vt. cool, calm 

yĩdanle  padj. rather wet, coldish, 
dampish 

yĩdayĩda  adv. gentle 
yĩtɛ  [ñítɛ  ] vi. quiet (be) 
— vt. quieten 

yĩtɛ ...-a  vi. remain silent toward 
yĩ2  [ñí] n. nose 

yĩ ... sɔs̃ɔ ̃ vi. have blocked nose 
yĩgbã  [ñígbã]̀ n. nosebleed 
yĩkã  [ñíkã ] n. moustache 
yĩkɔ  [ñíkɔ]̀ n. tip of nose 
yĩkɔrɔ  [ñíkɔ rɔ ] n. nasal septum 
yĩsã  [ñísã ~ñísã]̀ vt. sneeze 
yĩsãkara  [ñísã kara] n. grass species 
yĩtoko  [ñítókó] n. nostrils (with 

skin) 
yĩwa  [ñíwá] n. bridge of nose 
yĩwɛɛ  [ñíwɛɛ̀]̀ n. nostril (opening) 

yĩ3  [ñi] vt. tie, attach 
yĩ ...-a  vt. tie on, attach to 
yĩyĩ  vt. tie up many 
yĩyĩkɔã  [ñiñikɔã̀] vt. tie together 

yĩgã  [ñigã ] vi. shake, quake, sway 
yĩgãyĩgã  vi. shake, convulse, wobble 
— vt. shake 

yĩkã  [ñikã] n. filaria 
yĩpa  [ñipá~ñipà] vt. push, drive out. 

Syn: ɔ sɔ.̃..-i 
yĩpayĩpa  vt. buffet 

yĩsãm pá  [ñisãṃ] vt. give long blast 
(trumpet) 

yo  vt. drain 
yoyo  [yòyo] vt. rinse 

yò bo  vt. cheeky (be), joke with 
yobiri kã  [yòbírì] vt. tickle 
yòda  [yòdà] n. agreement 

yòda kɛ  vt. agreement (make) 
yodaado  [yòdààdo] n. firm 

agreement 
yodaado kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. firm agreement 

with (make) 
yoka  [yoká] n. hunter's gong 
yoko o  [yòkó] vt. belch, ruminate 
yoo  part. hey, call for attention 
yòo  [yòò] part. whether 
yooyoo  exc. great! 
yɔ ́ vi. melt, dissolve, disintegrate 

— vt. melt 
yɔ̃̀  n. fruit species 
yɔbaka  [yɔb̀áká] n. tree species 
yɔbande  n. good luck charm 
yɔ̃̀kɔɔ  [yɔk̀ɔɔ̀]̀ adv. slumped position 
yɔɔ́  [yɔ ɔ ] exc. eh! 
yɔ̃̀rɔ  [yɔr̀ɔ]̀ adv. smooth, slippery 
yɔ̃̀rɔ  [yɔr̀ɔ]̀ n. remedy 

yɔ̃̀rɔ kɛ  vt. neutralize (sorcery) 
yɔŕɔyɔrɔ  [yɔ rɔ yɔ rɔ ] adv. slippery and 

thin 
yɔ̃̀rɔyɔrɔ  [yɔr̀ɔỳɔr̀ɔ]̀ adv. slippery 

and thick 
yɔ1̃  [ñɔ ] n. 1) breast. 2) bunch (fruit) 

yɔ ̃mi  vt. breastfeed 
yɔ'̃i  [ñɔ 'í] n. mother's milk 
yɔl̃ɛ  [ñɔ lɛ  ] n. teat 
yɔm̃iri  [ñɔ mìrì] n. suckling 

yɔ2̃  [ñɔ ] vt. dig 
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yɔk̃i  [ñɔ ki] n. quarry 
yɔỹɔ ̃ vt. dig a lot 

yɔ3̃  [ñɔ] vt. measure, weigh 
yɔ ̃...-a  vi. test 
yɔ ̃... gwa  vt. test, tempt. Syn: lɛ ́... 

gwa 
yɔb̃a  [ñɔbà] n. measuring cord 
yɔõgwana  [ñɔògwanà] n. testing 

yɔãn kɛ  [ñɔaŋ̣́] vt. deliberately (do) 
yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃ [ñɔg̀ɔ̃]̀ n. clown 

yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃kɛ ...-a  vt. clown, show off, 
triumph over 

yɔ̃̃̀gɔd̃e  aadj. showy, ostentatious 
yɔ̃̃̀gɔk̃i  [ñɔg̀ɔ̃k̀í] n. head clown, real 

show-off 
yɔñkɔ  [ñɔŋ̀kɔ] n. fool 

yɔñkɔ kɛ  vt. act the fool 
yɔñkɔkɛ  [ñɔŋ̀kɔkɛ] n. foolishness 
yɔñkɔyɔñkɔ  adv. generously 
yɔñkɔyã  n. folly 
yɔñkɔyã kɛ  vt. act foolishly 

Yɔɔ̃  [ñɔ ɔ] sn. name of first daughter 
yɔɔ̃singo  [ñɔ ɔsíŋgó] n. glossy 

starling 

Yuda  [yùdá] sn. Jew. Syn: Yahuda. 
Etym: Hebrew 

Yudakɛ  [yùdákɛ] n. Jewishness 
Yuhana  [yùhánà] sn. John. Etym: 

Arabic 
yúkuyuku  [yúkúyúkú] adv. creased, 

wrinkled 
yumburuku  [yùmbùrùkú] n. hooded 

vulture 
Yuru  [yurù] sn. Yoruba 
Yurusalɛmu  [yùrúsàlɛ  mù] sn. 

Jerusalem. Syn: Usalima. Etym: 
English 

Yusufu  [yúsúfù] sn. Joseph. Syn: 
Yosɛfu. Etym: Dɛndi (Arabic) 

Yuuna  [yúúnà] sn. Yuna 
yũku  [ñùkú] n. pepper 

yũku sira  n. black pepper 
yũku tɛr̃a n. red pepper 
yũkubã  [ñùkúbã] n. starling 
yũkuzɔg̃o  [ñùkúzɔg̃ó] n. spice 

mortar 

Z  -  z 
 
za1  n. 1) menstruation. 2) menstrual 

rag 
za yĩ  vt. have period 
zayĩgɔrɔ  n. woman's period time 

za2  vt. farewell, warn. See: lɛ   za ...-a 
zà1  n. core of boil 

zà bo  vt. extract core of boil 
zà2  n. raffia palm 

zàbã  [zàbã] n. vulture 

zà'ɛñɛ  [zà'ɛ ̃ nɛ  ] n. dormouse 
zàfɛñɛ  [zàfãǹɛ  ] n. small knife 
zàmɛsɛ  [zàmɛsɛ  ] n. rafia broom 
zàmi  [zàmì] n. top of raffia palm 
zàmikukure  [zàmikukurè] n. turtle-

dove 
zàmikutu  [zàmìkútú] n. dead raffia 

palm 
zàmikulu tɛ ́ n. dead raffia palm on fire 
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zànɛ  [zànɛ  ] n. raffia palm fruit 
zàpula  [zàpúlá] n. palm species 
zàtɛ ̃ [zàtɛ ̃ ] n. palm species 
zàtɛb̃a  [zàtɛ ̃ bà] n. rope made from 

palm 
zà3  n. crowd in circle 

zà gbɛ ̃ vt. beat crowd back 
zaa  [zàá] c. since 

zaade  [zàádexc. before 
zaakũ  [zàákŋ̣́ ̣́] c. for 

zàa1  [zàà] n. distance 
zàa gba  vt. put distance between 

zàa2  [zàà] n. palm species 
zàabã  [zààbã] n. black crake 

Zaaki  [záákì] sn. royal title. Etym: 
Hausa 'lion' 

zaaki  [zààkí] n. ass, donkey 
zaakida  [zààkída] n. female 

donkey 
zaakisã  [zààkísã ] n. lily species 
zaakisɛñtɛ  [zààkísãǹtɛ  ] n. wild 

donkey 
Zabaruma  [zábarúmá] sn. Djerma 
Zabura  [zàbúrá] sn. Psalms. Etym: 

Arabic 
zàga  [zàgà] n. storm 

zàga'ĩa  [zàgà'i ̃ á] n. storm wind 
zaka1  [zàká] n. tithe 

zaka bo  vt. pay tithe 
zaka2  [zákà] n. measure 

zaka dan  vt. measure 
zakũ  [zákŋ̣́ ̣́] n. black ant 
zamaa  [zàmáà] pp. at time of. Etym: 

Dɛndi: zàmánà 
zamalinga  [zàmàlíŋga] n. casual 

labour. Etym: Hausa 
zamalinga kɛ ...-nɛ  vt. work casually 

for 
zamalingakɛri  n. casual labourer 

zàna  [zànà] n. provisions (provided by 
others). Syn: kusuna 

zara  adj. bad, evil, ugly 
zarakɛri  [zarakɛr̀ì] n. evildoer 

zaraba  [zàrábà] n. addiction. Etym: 
Hausa: zàràbà 

zárara  [zárárá] adj. pure (race, water) 
zari  [zárì] n. monitor lizard 
zã1  n. bracelet, ornament, decoration 

zã ble  vt. dress up, wear jewellery 
zã ble ...-a  vt. decorate 
zã gbápɔ  n. anklet 
zãblebɔ  [zãblebɔ]̀ n. jewellery item 

zã2  [zã ] adv. later 
— pp. during (ex. rain) 

zã3  [zã ] n. husband 
zã kɛ  vt. marry a man 
zãdufukɛri  [zã dufúkɛr̀ì] n. bride 
zãkɛ  [zã kɛ] n. marriage 

zã̃̀1  n. peacock 
zãngoli  [zãŋ̀golí] n. crowned crane 

zã̃̀2  n. distance 
— padj. far 
— adv. far 

zã̃̀ dire  adv. far off, yonder 
zã̃̀ kũ  vt. far (be) 
zã̃̀kɔñɛ  [zãk̀ɔñɛ]̀ padj. far from each 

other 
zã̃̀zã  [zãz̀ã]̀ adv. distant, very far 

zã ...-a  vi. miss, mistake (make) 
zã ...-nɛ ...-a  vt. disobey concerning 
zãzã  vt. deceive 
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— vi. deceived (be) 
zãzã  n. impoliteness, indiscipline 
zãzã kũ  vt. spoil a child 
zãzã bo ...-nɛ  vt. correct, discipline 
zãzãde  aadj. spoilt, impolite 
zãzãna  [zãzãnà] aadj. spoilt, 

impolite 
zã ...-gu  vi. hate 

zãngu  [zãŋ̣́ ̣́gú] n. hate 
zãnguri  [zãŋ̣̀́ ̣́gurì] n. hater 
zãnguride  n. hateful person, 

detestable person 
zã̃̀azãa  [zãà̀zãà̀] adv. deep sighs 
zãgã  [zã gã ] n. vine 
zãmaa  [zãm̀áà] n. crowd 

— exc. ladies and gentlemen 
— pp. period of. Etym: Dɛndi: 
jàmáà (Arabic) 

zãmba  [zãm̀bá] n. surprise 
deception 

zãmba kɛ  vt. surprise by deception 
zãmbade  n. spy 

zãmpo  [zãmpó] n. tree with gum 
zã̃̀ngara zu  [zãŋ̀gàrà] vt. swing 
zãngo  [zãŋ̀go] n. acacia tree 

zãngo'ɔ  [zãŋ̀go'ɔ ] n. acacia gum 
zãrɛ  [zãrɛ]̀ adj. slippery, slimy 

zãrɛ kũ  vt. slippery (become) 
zãrɛ sɛt́ɛ  vt. slip in mud 

Zekãna  [zèkã ná] sn. 1) name of 
territorial spirit. 2) Zekana 
(village) 

zɛ  vi. 1) stand. 2) stop 
zɛ ...-i  vi. persistent (be), obstinate 

(be) 
zɛ ... kpɛ  vi. support 

zɛ ...-lɛ  vi. stand at entrance of 
zɛ ...-la  vi. stand over, persist 
zɛ ...-nɛ  vi. 1) accompany. 2) deal 

ruthlessly with, destroy 
zɛ ...-o  vi. side with 
zɛbɔ  [zɛbɔ]̀ n. base 
zɛki  n. place, position 
zɛki gbãna  n. stronghold 
zɛogiki  [zɛògíki] n. citadel, fortress 
zɛkũnwode  [zɛkŋ̣́ ̣́ŋ̣́ ̣́wòde] n. supporter 
zɛnkpɛkɛ  [zɛŋ̣́ ̣́kpɛkɛ] n. guarantee 
zɛnkpɛkɛ sɛ ́...-nɛ  vt. go guarantor for 
zɛnnɛri  [zɛǹ ̣́ɛ  rì] n. companion 
zɛzɛ  vi. 1) stop often. 2) go slow, delay 
zɛ(zɛ)na  [zɛzɛnà] adv. standing 

zɛ ́ n. 1) road, way. 2) opportunity 
zɛ ́káka  vt. block road 
zɛ ́le  vt. see/get opportunity 
zɛ ́mɔ ...-nɛ  vt. show the way 
zɛ ́sɛt́ɛ  vt. take your right 
zɛ ́sɔ  vt. go often 
zɛ ́tata  vt. close door 
zɛ ́térere  n. path 
zɛ ́vĩ  vt. have way, have right 
zɛ ́wɛtɛ  vt. find way 
zɛ ́zɔ ̃...-nɛ  vt. obstruct 
zɛázɛa  [zɛ  àzɛ  à] adv. in order, precisely 
zɛb́oki  [zɛ  boki] n. way of escape 
zɛd́a  n. main road 
zɛd́ãkpãri  [zɛ  dãk̀pã rì] n. door-keeper 
zɛd́ãkparikɛ  n. door-keeping 
zɛd́e  aadj. right, correct, just 
zɛǵbãn  [zɛ  gbãŋ̣́] adv. midway 
zɛḱakabɔ  [zɛ  kákábɔ]̀ n. bar on gate 
zɛḱpana  [zɛ  kpánà] n. highway 
zɛḱparɛ  [zɛ  kparɛ  ] n. street 
zɛḿilɛ  [zɛ  mìlɛ  ] n. destination 
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zɛó  [zɛ  ò] vi. decide. Followed by 
Subjunctive pronoun 

zɛŕankpakɔã  [zɛ  raŋ̣́ ̣́kpàkɔã̀] n. 
intersection 

zɛśaride  aadj. trackless 
zɛśɛri  [zɛ  sɛr̀ì] n. traveller 
zɛśususɛri  [zɛ  súsúsɛr̀ì] n. upright 

person 
zɛẃɛwɛ  [zɛ  wɛ  wɛ  ] n. path 

zɛ ̃̀  n. anthill 
zɛ ̃̀ dɔ  vt. heap 
zɛ ̃̀dɔñɔ  [zɛd̀ɔ̃ nɔ ] n. mushroom 

species 
zɛ ̃̀tɛ ̃ [zɛt̀ɛ ̃ ] n. red anthill 
zɛ ̃̀yoka  [zɛỳóka] n. anthill 

zɛ ̃ vi. purify, clean 
zɛña  [zɛñà] padj. clean, pure 

zã̃̀  n. vagina 
zã̃̀ zɔ ̃ vt. cut out clitoris 
zã̃̀bɔkɔ  [zãb̀ɔk̀ɔ]̀ n. hollow cloth 

belt. Syn: gbàdí 
zã̃̀gwa  n. stye 
zã̃̀lɛbara  [zãl̀ɛ  bárá] n. lip of 

vagina 
zã̃̀nɛ  [zãǹɛ  ] n. clitoris 
zã̃̀pɔtɛ  [zãp̀ɔtɛ  ] n. female pubic 

area 
zã̃̀sa  [zãs̀à] n. genital crab 

zí  n. buttocks 
zí bo  vt. have rectal prolapse 

zia1  [zia~zira] n/adv. tomorrow 
ziakpɛzĩ  adv. beyond tomorrow, in 

future 
ziadenɔ  n. next generation 
ziando  adv. day after tomorrow 

zia2  [ziá] aadj. uninhabited 

ziki  [zíki] adv. next year 
ziki ...-ro  adv. never 

zina  [zìna] n. adultery. Etym: Dɛndi: 
zìná (Arabic) 

zina kɛ  vt. commit adultery 
zinakɛri  [zìnakɛr̀ì] n. adulterer, 

adulteress 
zinade  aadj. adulterous 

zirɛ  pp. bottom (bed), stern (boat) 
zita  n. calabash with small opening 
zĩ1  vt. send 

zĩ ...-a  vt. send to 
zi ̃̃̀ri  [zi ̃r̀ì] n. messenger, servant, 

apostle 
zi ̃̃̀rikɛ  [zi ̃r̀ìkɛ] n. apostleship, servant-

hood 
zi ̃̃̀rikɛna  [zi ̃r̀ìkɛnà] n. mission, service 

zĩ2  n. work 
zĩ da ...-nɛ  vt. give work to 
zĩ dɛ  vt. neglect work 
zĩ kɛ  vt. work 
zĩ láka/nɛ  vt. finish work 
zĩ'are  [zĩ'àrè] n. recompense 
zĩde  n. foreman, boss 
zĩgbãnakɛri  [zĩgbã nakɛr̀ì] n. labourer 
zĩgwari  [zĩgwàrì] n. overseer, 

supervisor 
zĩkɛbɔ  [zĩkɛbɔ]̀ n. tool, appliance, 

implement 
zĩkɛri  [zĩkɛr̀ì] n. worker, labourer, 

servant 
zĩ'ũ (...-nɛ)  adv. difficult (for) 

zĩ3  n. 1) old age. 2) long time ago 
— adj. old, former, uninhabited, 
abandoned 

zĩ kũ  vt. age, old (become) 

zĩ 
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zĩ di  vt. hoard 
zĩkũ  [zĩkŋ̣́ ̣́] n. old age 
zĩkũkɛ  n. state of old age 
zĩkũna  [zĩkŋ̣́ ̣́nà] aadj. old 
zĩzĩ  n. ancient times 
— adj. very old, ancient 

zĩ4  [zi ̃ ] pp. 1) at time of. 2) near 
place of 

zĩ birea  adv. on that day (unseen) 
zĩ pìia  adv. on that day 

(aforementioned) 
zĩkea  [zi ̃ keá] adv. once, at a certain 

time 
zĩkenɔ  [zi ̃ kenɔ]̀ adv. sometimes 

zi ̃̃̀  n. war, battle 
zi ̃̃̀ ble  vt. conquer 
zi ̃̃̀ da  vt. organize attack, cause war 
zi ̃̃̀ ká ...-o  vt. fight battle with 
zi ̃̃̀'are  [zi ̃'̀àrè] n. spoils of war, 

plunder 
zi ̃̃̀bleri  [zi ̃b̀lerì] n. conqueror, 

victor 
zi ̃̃̀bonkpɛde  [zi ̃b̀oŋ̣́ ̣́kpɛde] n. traitor 
zi ̃̃̀gɔ ̃ [zi ̃g̀ɔ]̃ n. warrior 
zi ̃̃̀kabɔ  [zi ̃k̀ábɔ]̀ n. weapon 
zi ̃̃̀kagɔrɔ  [zi ̃k̀ágɔrɔ] n. wartime 
zi ̃̃̀kapɔnɔ  [zi ̃k̀ápɔ nɔ] n. arms 
zi ̃̃̀kapɔnɔsɛri  [zi ̃k̀ápɔ nɔsɛr̀ì] n. 

armour-bearer 
zi ̃̃̀kari  [zi ̃k̀àrì] n. warrior 
zi ̃̃̀karide  n. general 
zi ̃̃̀ka'uta  [zi ̃k̀á'ùtá] n. breast-plate 
zi ̃̃̀ki  [zi ̃k̀í] n. captain of army 
zi ̃̃̀kpɛ  n. troop, army (Pl.) 
zi ̃̃̀kpɛde  n. leader of army 
zi ̃̃̀la  [zi ̃l̀á] n. battle field. Syn: 

zi ̃̃̀lakpɛ 
zi ̃̃̀'ɔ poro  [zi ̃'̀ɔ] vt. deploy forces 
zi ̃̃̀sɔ ̃ [zi ̃s̀ɔ̃ ] n. warhorse 
zi ̃̃̀zɔ  [zi ̃z̀ɔ]̀ n. slave of war, exile 
zi ̃̃̀zɔkɛ  n. exile 

zĩda  [zi ̃d̀a] n. self 
zĩda bi  vt. boast 
zĩda busa vt. humble oneself 
zĩda gba  vt. exalt oneself 
zĩda kai kɛ  vt. risk life 
zĩda kpá ...-a  vt. give oneself to 
zĩda kũna  vt. control oneself 
zĩda lago  vt. downgrade oneself, sell 

oneself short 
zĩda mɔ ...-nɛ  vt. show oneself off 
zĩda sɛ ́lei  vt. exalt oneself 
zĩda vĩ  vt. independent (be) 
zĩda yɔýɔ ...-nɛ  vt. fawn over 
zĩdabiri  [zi ̃d̀abìrì] n. boaster, proud 

person 
zĩdabusari  [zi ̃d̀abùsàrì] n. humble 

person 
zĩdadãkpãbɔ  [zi ̃d̀adã kpã bɔ]̀ n. charm 
zĩdade  n. free, independent 
zĩdadekɛna  [zi ̃d̀adekɛnà] n. freedom 
zĩdakarari  [zi ̃d̀akàràrì] n. arrogant 

person 
zĩdakũna dɔ ̃ vt. control oneself 
zĩdakũnadɔña  [zi ̃d̀akŋ̣́ ̣́nàdɔñà] n. self-

control 
zĩdakũnadɔñasari  n. self-indulgence 
zĩdanda  [zi ̃d̀anda] n. very self 
zĩdapɔyeinakɛri  [zi ̃d̀apɔyeìnàkɛr̀ì] n. 

selfish person 
zĩka  [zĩka] cn. two hundred naira 
zĩna  [zi ̃ nà] adv. before yesterday, some 
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time ago 
zĩngo  [zĩŋgò] n. chasm 

zĩngowɛɛ  [zĩngòwɛɛ̀]̀ n. deep pit 
zĩni1  [zi ̃ ní] n. root 

zĩni pɛt́ɛ  vt. take root 
zĩnipɛtɛ  [zi ̃ nípɛ  tɛ  ] n. taproot 

zĩni2  [zi ̃ nì] n. spirit, demon. Etym: 
Dɛndi: zin (Arabic) 

zĩtɛ  [zĩtɛ  ] n. earth, ground, land for 
building 
— adv. below, down 
— pp. beneath 

zĩtɛ gbãna  n. solid ground 
zĩtɛdenɔ  n. people from below 
zĩtɛyĩgãyĩgãna  [zĩtɛ  ñigã ñigã nà] n. 

earthquake 
zĩtɛzĩtɛ  adv. deep down, far below 

zi ̃̃̀tɔ  [zi ̃t̀ɔ]̀ adj. strange, unknown 
zonta  [zónta] n. small brown 

jumping frog 
zónzon  [zóŋ̣́ ̣́zóŋ̣́ ̣́] adv. bright red, 

scarlet 
zɔ ́ n. 1) bee. 2) honey 

zɔ ́ble  vt. eat honey 
zɔ ́bo  vt. collect honey 
zɔb́ã  n. honey-guide 
zɔd́a  n. honey-bee 
zɔd́e  n. honey-seller 
— aadj. sweet, honey-like 

zɔ'́i  [zɔ 'í] n. honey 
zɔ'́imibã [zɔ 'ímìbã] n. honey-eater 
zɔ'́imiri  [zɔ 'ímìrì] n. honey-ant. 

Syn: lávu'imiri 
zɔĺumɔ  [zɔ lúmɔ] sn. Muslim 

month 
zɔśa  [zɔ sà] n. honeycomb 

zɔśapura  [zɔ sàpúra] n. honeycomb 
structure 

zɔśasira  [zɔ sàsíra] n. beeswax 
zɔ̃̀  n. slave, vassal 

zɔ̃̀ ble  vt. serve as slave 
zɔ̃̀ bo  vt. redeem slave 
zɔ̃̀ble  n. servitude 
zɔ̃̀bleri  [zɔb̀lèrì] n. bond-slave 
zɔ̃̀gɔg̃bɛ ̃ [zɔg̀ɔg̃bɛ ̃ ] n. male slave 
zɔ̃̀kɛna  [zɔk̀ɛnà] n. slavery 
Zɔ̃̀nna  [zɔǹ ̣́á] sn. Baatonu 
zɔ̃̀nɔgbɛ ̃ [zɔǹɔgbɛ ̃ ] n. female slave 
zɔ̃̀nɔkpare  [zɔǹɔkpáré] n. slave-girl 
zɔ̃̀zĩ  n. slavery, hired labour 
zɔ̃̀zĩkɛri  [zɔz̀ĩkɛr̀ì] n. hired labourer 

zɔǵala  [zɔ gálá] n. tree species. Etym: 
Hausa 

zɔ̃̀lɔlɔ  [zɔl̀ɔl̀ɔ]̀ adv. dejected 
zɔ1̃  vt. cut, chop, pound, hit, poke, kick, 

dip 
zɔû̃ o  vt. guess 
zɔ ̃...-a  vi. perch on 
zɔk̃ɔr̃ɛ  [zɔk̃ɔr̃ɛ  ] vt. cut 
zɔz̃ɔ ̃ vt. pound 
zɔz̃ɔk̃ɔr̃ɛ  [zɔz̃ɔk̃ɔr̃ɛ  ] vi. break up 
— vt. break up, cut up 

zɔ2̃  [zɔ̃ ] n. Kob antelope 
zɔ̃̃̀  n. lizard 
zɔk̃ɔ ̃ [zɔk̃ɔ̃]̀ adj. big 

zɔk̃ɔ ̃kũ  vt. grow up 
zɔk̃ɔd̃e  adj. great 
zɔk̃ɔk̃ɛ(na)  [zɔk̃ɔ̃k̀ɛnà] n. greatness 
zɔk̃ɔz̃ɔk̃ɔ ̃ adv. greatly, hugely 

zu  vi. collapse, yield 
— vt. throw, cast 

zukũna  [zukŋ̣́ ̣́na] vi. lost (be) 
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— vt. throw away 
zukũna ...-a  vi. loose 
zuzu  vt. toss about, throw many 

zù  n. ox, bullock 
zùbaana  [zùbaana] n. stork 
zùbã  n. piapiac (bird) 
zùbede  n. leading cow 
zùda  n. cow 
zùdãgo  [zùdã gò] n. cowherd's staff 
zùdɔñɔ  [zùdɔ̃ nɔ ] n. mushroom 

species 
zùgbɔ ̃ [zùgbɔ̃]̀ n. cow-manure 
zùgbɔk̃atɛki  [zùgbɔ̃k̀átɛ  ki] n. 

manure-heap 
zùgo  [zùgó] n. bullock-cart 
zùkparaa'ɛ  [zùkpàráà'ɛ]̀ n. tree 

species 
zùnɛ  [zùnɛ  ] n. baby calf 
zùnɔ ífĩni  [zùnɔ] n. biting fly 
zùnɔ legũ  n. early rains 
zùnunu  [zùnúnú] n. heifer 
zùsa  [zùsà] n. bull. Variant: 

zùswana 
zùsanɛ bɔ̃̀rɔ  [zùsànɛ  ] n. steer, 

young bullock 
zùsɛñtɛ  [zùsãǹtɛ  ] n. buffalo 
zùswa  n. ploughshare 

zú o  vt. bathe 

zú'obɔ  [zú'obɔ]̀ n. wash-bowl 
zùba  [zùbà] n. Guinea worm 
Zugu  [zùgù] sn. Djougou 
zuka  [zùká] n. uproar, racket 

zuka dɔ ...-a  vt. reprimand, growl at 
zuka ká  vt. argue 
zuka ka ...-i  vt. complain about 
zuka kɛ  vt. argue 
zukade  n. noisy person 
zukakari  [zùkákàrì] n. complainer 

zúkizuki  [zúkízúkí] adv. movement of 
lips when talking 

zukpata  [zùkpátà] n. agama lizard 
zukpatada  [zùkpátàda] n. female 

agama lizard 
zukpatagisa  [zùkpátàgísá] n. male 

agama lizard 
zukpatazɛ ̃ [zùkpátàzã]̀ n. toe disease 

zukuru gĩa  [zúkùrù] adv. day before 
yesterday 

zúmantɛ ̃ [zúmántɛ ̃ ] n. mason wasp 
zunguru  [zùŋgùrú] n. long gourd. Girls 

use it for dying hands 
zúruru  [zúrúrú] adv. deep and narrow 
zutɛ  [zùtɛ  ] n. large army ant 
zwãnɛ  [zwãnɛ  ] n. catfis
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aardvark  n. kita 
Aaron  sn. Haruna 

abandon  vt. ɔ kpá ...-i, see: ɔ 
 vt. pã kpá ...-i, see: pã 
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 vt. tón, see: tó1 
abandoned  adj. zĩ3 
abandoned home  n. bɛzĩ, see: bɛ1 
Abel  sn. Habila 
abhor  vi. ye ... kãiro, see: ye 
abide by the law  vt. doka da, see: 

doka 
able (be)  vi. fɔ2̃ 
ablutions  n. aruwala 
abnormal  aadj. dɔ̃̀rɔsari, see: dɔ̃̀rɔ 
abode of dead  n. gɛḱi, see: gɛ ́
abomination  n. tã̃̀pɔ, see: tɛ ̃
abound  vi. di ...-la, see: di 
about  pp. bà1 
about to (be)  vi. ye (2) 
about to fall (tree)  adv. lɛɛkɛɛ 
above  adv. musu 
 pp. -la 
above head  adv. mìdangura, see: mì 
Abraham  sn. Ibrahĩ 
abscess  n. gbɛ ̃̀nna, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
absorb water  vt. í sí, see: í 
abstain from  vt. tã̃̀ bo, see: tɛ ̃
abstract marker  part. -kɛ 
abundance  n. pɔd́inyĩ, see: pɔ ́
abundant (be)  vi. di ...-i, see: di 
abuser  n. sɔ̃̃̀sɔr̃i, see: sɔ1̃ 
Abyssinian roller  n. tɛḱpabã, see: tɛ3́ 
acacia gum  n. zãngo'ɔ, see: zãngo 
acacia tree  n. zãngo 
accede  vt. gɛñɛ ble, see: gɛñɛ 
accept  vi. we ...-i, see: we2 
 vt. sí 
accept settlement/apology  vt. túuba 

we/sí, see: túuba 
accident  n. ásaru 

accident prone person  n. ásarude, see: 
ásaru 

accompany  vi. kú ...-o, see: kú 
 vi. zɛ ...-nɛ (1), see: zɛ 
accomplish  vt. kopi 
accord  n. lɛd́okɔñɔ, see: lɛ1́ 
according to  pp. nà1 
according to capacity of  pp. lɛá, see: 

lɛ1́ 
 pp. lɛí, see: lɛ1́ 
 pp. lɛń, see: lɛ1́ 
accuse falsely  vt. yã di ...-a, see: yã1 
accuse to  vi. gɛ ́kũ yão ... kĩnaa, see: 

gɛ ́
accuser  n. yãdimmari, see: yã1 
accustomed to (be)  vt. dɔńɛ kɛ ...-o, 

see: dɔńɛ 
ache  n. ũmanna, see: ũ1 
achieve  vi. lɛ ́... pápa, see: lɛ1́ 
achievement  n. káki (2), see: ká1 
acid  adj. kpã̃̀kpã 
acknowledgement  exc. nn 
acquit  vt. bo yãn, see: bo2 
acquitted (be)  vi. bo mana, see: bo2 
act  n. yãkɛna, see: yã1 
act as youth  vt. kɛfɛn ble, see: kɛfɛnna 
act craftily  vt. yãlɛkpɛrɛ gɔg̃ɔ,̃ see: yã1 
act foolishly  vt. yɔñkɔyã kɛ, see: yɔñkɔ 
act honestly toward  vt. yãpura kɛ ...-

nɛ, see: yã1 
act immorally  vt. pãpã kɛ, see: pã 
act of heroism  n. nɛǵɔg̃bɛk̃ɛyã, see: nɛ ́
act stubbornly  vt. sãgbãna kɛ, see: sã2 
act the fool  vt. yɔñkɔ kɛ, see: yɔñkɔ 
action  n. yã1 (4) 
Adam  sn. Adamu 
Adam's apple  n. kòtoka, see: kòto 
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add  vt. kara1 
 vt. na ...-a, see: na 
add interest  vt. ɔgɔ'i ká/kara ...-nɛ, 

see: ɔgɔ 
add laundry blue  vt. bulu ká, see: bulu 
add potash to  vt. kasa tɔ ̃...-a, see: 

kasa1 
add to for  vt. na ...-a ...-nɛ, see: na 
added (be)  vi. kara1 
adder  n. pitiko 
addiction  n. zaraba 
addition  n. karana, see: kara1 
additional  aadj. pã̃̀nde, see: pãnde 
administer  vt. yã kɛkɛ, see: yã1 
administrator  n. azia (2) 
 n. yãkɛkɛri, see: yã1 
adolescent  n. kɛfɛnna 
adulterer  n. nɔkpãni'ori, see: nɔ 
 n. zinakɛri, see: zina 
adulteress  n. zinakɛri, see: zina 
adulterous  aadj. zinade, see: zina 
adultery  n. zina 
advantage  n. àre 
advice  n. lɛd́amma, see: lɛ1́ 
advocate  n. yãnnakpammaride, see: 

yã1 
affair  n. yã1 (2) 
affliction  n. ɔtɔm̃mana, see: ɔ 
 n. wari 
aforementioned  aadj. pì 
aforetime  n. yãgɔrɔ, see: yã2 
afraid (be)  vt. vĩna ... kũ, see: vĩna 
afraid of (be)  vt. vĩna kɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

vĩna 
African beauty snake  n. kpãa 
African pearl  n. òso 
after  pp. gbɛra 

 pp. -i1 
 pp. -yĩ 
again  adv. dɔ1 
against someone (be)  vt. koti ká ...-i, 

see: koti 
agama lizard  n. zukpata 
age  vt. zĩ kũ, see: zĩ3 
ageing  adj. kàsara 
agent marker (verb affix)  part. -ri 
agitated  adv. kɛ ̃̀rɛkɛrɛ (1) 
agitator  n. gudɛri, see: gu 
agree  vi. dɔkɔĩ, see: dɔ2 
 vt. kɔ ̃sɛ,́ see: kɔ1̃ 
 vt. lɛd́okɔñɔ kɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. we2 
 vt. yã ... kɔ ̃sɛ,́ see: yã1 
agree with  vt. we ...-o, see: we2 
agreeable  adj. nna 
 adv. nnanna, see: nna 
agreement  n. lɛd́okɔñɔ, see: lɛ1́ 
 n. yòda 
agreement (make)  vt. yòda kɛ, see: yòda 
agreement with (make)  vt. yã yĩ ...-la, 

see: yã1 
aha!  exc. ɛh̃ɛ ̃
 exc. mhmm 
 exc. taarɛ 
aid  n. danlɛ, see: da2 
 n. ɔdamma, see: ɔ 
 vi. da ...-lɛ (1), see: da2 
 vt. danlɛ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: da2 
air  n. ĩa (1) 
 vt. ĩam pá (1) 
airport  n. gókipaki, see: gó 
alarm  n. bídi 
alarmed (be)  vt. bídi kɛ, see: bídi 
alas!  exc. agya 
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 exc. gára2 
 exc. gyam 
alcohol  n. gogoro 
algae  n. dã3 (1) 
alive  adj. bɛñɛ1 
all  adv. pínki 
allergy  n. samia 
alligator pepper  n. atã 
allow  vi. we ...-nɛ, see: we2 
Almighty  sn. Gbãnasĩndapinkide, see: 

gbãna 
 sn. Ikopinkide, see: iko 
alms  n. saaanna 
alone  adv. ado 
aloneness  n. dokɛ, see: do 
already  adv. kɔ̃̀1 
also  adv. se (1) 
altar  n. gbagbaki, see: gba 
 n. sa'oki, see: sa 
alternate generation to Wure  sn. Kpài 
aluminium  n. foroko 
always  adv. gɔrɔ sĩnda pínki, see: 

gɔrɔ 
Amboshidi  sn. Ambosidi 
ambush  vt. kpákpa, see: kpá 
ambusher  n. kpàkpari, see: kpá 
amen  exc. aami 
among  pp. tɛ2́ 
amulet  n. ɛzɛba, see: ɛzɛ 
amuse oneself  vt. kɔk̃ɔ ̃o, see: kɔk̃ɔ2̃ 
amusement  n. kɔk̃ɔ2̃ 
ancestors  sn. dizinɔ, see: dizi 
ancestry  n. buriboki, see: buri 
anchor  n. gókɔ, see: gó 
 n. kúra (2) 
ancient  adj. zĩzĩ, see: zĩ3 
ancient person  n. tuntunde 

ancient times  n. zĩzĩ, see: zĩ3 
and  c. akũsɔ,̃ see: akũ 
 pp. kũ ...-o 
angel  n. malaika 
anger  n. pɔfɛ,̃ see: pɔ 
angle  n. kusuru 
angry against (be)  vi. fɛ ̃...-i, see: fɛ ̃
angry (be)  vt. pɔ ́bo ... yĩn, see: pɔ ́
angry person  n. pɛt̃ɛd̃e, see: pɛt̃ɛ ̃
angry with (be) vi. pɔ ... fɛ ̃...-o/i, see: 

pɔ 
animal  n. nɔ̃̀bɔ (1) 
 n. pɔ ́(2) 
animal hair  n. pɔḱã, see: pɔ ́
animal owner  n. pɔḱãdede, see: pɔ ́
ankle  n. gbáwon, see: gbá 
 n. gɛ ̃̀sɛwaa, see: gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
ankle bone  n. gɛ ̃̀sɛwɛ, see: gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
anklet  n. zã gbápɔ, see: zã1 
announce  n. kpàkpa kɛ 
announcer  n. kpàkpakɛri, see: 

kpàkpa kɛ 
annoyance  n. pɛt̃ɛ ̃
 n. yã'ũmmana, see: yã1 
annoyed  vi. fɛ ̃
annoyed (be)  vt. kùru kɛ 
annoyed with (be)  vi. fɛ ̃...-o, see: fɛ ̃
anoint  vt. nísi dɔkɔ/kɛ/ma ...-a, see: 

nísi 
 vt. nísi kú ...-a, see: nísi 
anomaly  n. yãdɔrɔsari, see: yã1 
answer  vi. we ...-a, see: we2 
 vt. yã we ...-a, see: yã1 
answer request  vt. sí ...-o, see: sí 
answering  n. yãwemmana, see: yã1 
anthill  n. zɛ ̃̀ 
 n. zɛ ̃̀yoka, see: zɛ ̃̀ 
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antimony  n. kiro 
anus  n. pɔ̃̀rɔwɛɛ, see: pɔ̃̀rɔ 
anvil  n. ére 
an] iously  adv. bã̃̀nbãn, see: bã̃̀n 
any  sadj. ke2 
anything  n. yãke, see: yã1 
 sn. pɔḱe, see: pɔ ́
apart  adv. donadona, see: do 
apart (be)  vi. kun adona, see: kú 
apart (group)  adv. ńdona, see: ń1 
apathy  n. kɛmmazĩ'ũ, see: kɛ 
apologetic particle  part. -ɔɔ 
apostle  n. zi ̃̃̀ri, see: zĩ1 
apostleship  n. zi ̃̃̀rikɛ, see: zĩ1 
appear  vi. bi2 
 vi. mutɛ 
appear to  vi. bi ...-a, see: bi2 
 vi. bo su ...-a, see: bo2 
appearance  n. bogɔrɔ, see: bo2 
appease  vt. lɛ ́ma ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
appliance  n. zĩkɛbɔ, see: zĩ2 
apply  vt. dɔkɔ 
 vt. má ...-a 
apply oil  vt. nísi dɔkɔ/kɛ/ma ...-a, see: 

nísi 
appoint  vt. ditɛ 
appointed place  n. ditɛki, see: ditɛ 
appointment with (make)  vt. gɔrɔ da 

...-nɛ, see: gɔrɔ 
approach  vi. na ...-i, see: na 
appropriate (be)  vi. kũ3 
Arab  sn. Araabu 
 sn. Laarubu 
Arabic writing  n. lubutu 
arbiter  n. yãgɔg̃ɔñnɛri, see: yã1 
archer  n. kàzuri, see: kà 
argue  vt. lɛḱpakɔã kɛ, see: lɛ1́ 

 vt. lɛḱpakɔãna kɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. zuka ká, see: zuka 
 vt. zuka kɛ, see: zuka 
argument  n. lɛḱpakɔãna, see: lɛ1́ 
argumentative person  n. gbɛ ̃lɛẃɛtɛri, 

see: gbɛ2̃ 
arid  adv. kpárankparan (1) 
arm  n. gã̃̀sã, see: gã̃̀1 
arm bone  n. gã̃̀sãwa, see: gã̃̀1 
armory  n. gɔk̃ɛbɔkatɛki, see: gɔ1̃ 
armour-bearer  n. zi ̃̃̀kapɔnɔsɛri, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
armpit  n. oru 
armrest  n. gã̃̀sãdiki, see: gã̃̀1 
arms  n. zi ̃̃̀kapɔnɔ, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
arms bearer  n. gɔk̃ɛbɔkũri, see: gɔ1̃ 
army (Pl.)  n. zi ̃̃̀kpɛ, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
aromatic  adv. fúnafuna 
around  pp. -i1 
 pp. -yĩ 
arrange matter  vt. yã gɔg̃ɔ ̃(...-o), see: 

yã1 
arrange on  vt. kpákpa ...-la, see: kpá 
arrival  n. suna, see: su 
arrival (place)  n. káki (2), see: ká1 
arrival (time)  n. kágɔrɔ, see: ká1 
arrive  vi. ká1 (1) 
arrive at end  vi. lɛ ́ká, see: lɛ1́ 
arrogant person  n. zĩdakarari, see: 

zĩda 
arrow  n. kà 
arrow shaft  n. kàtoro, see: kà 
arrow tip  n. kàlɛ, see: kà 
arrow with barbs  n. kàsãde, see: kà 
arrow with one barb  n. kàtaka, see: kà 
arrowhead without shaft  n. kàwɛ, see: 

kà 
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article of worship  n. donyĩkɛbɔ, see: do 
...-i 

as  c. lákũ ... nà 
 c. lán(dɔ)̃ ... nà, see: lákũ ... 

nà 
 pp. ũ2 
as far as  c. ari 
as if  c. lákũ ... bà, see: lákũ ... nà 
ascribe  vt. dɔ ̃...-nɛ, see: dɔ1̃ 
ashes  n. túbu 
ashtray  n. túbukabɔ, see: túbu 
Asia  sn. Asia 
aside  adv. gukpado, see: gu 
 adv. gusarɛ, see: gu 
ask  vt. la2 
ask after  vt. gbɛka 
ask from  vt. gbɛka ...-a, see: gbɛka 
ask of  vt. la ...-a, see: la2 
ask someone about  vt. gbɛka ...-i, see: 

gbɛka 
ask someone not to divulge something 

vt. lɛ ́lu, see: lɛ1́ 
ass  n. zaaki 
assemble  vt. kɔ ̃kakara, see: kɔ1̃ 
assembler  n. kɔk̃akarari, see: kɔ1̃ 
assign  vt. da2 
 vt. gbɛ ̃kpá, see: gbɛ2̃ 
assigned place  n. pɛḱi, see: pɛ ́
associate with  vi. kakara kũ ...-o, see: 

ká1 
asthma  n. fuka (2) 
asthmatic  n. fukade, see: fuka 
astringent  aadj. sùkusukude, see: 

sùkusuku 
 adv. sùkusuku 
astrologer  n. susunɛyãdɔr̃i, see: susunɛ 

astronomer  n. susunɛtaasikari, see: 
susunɛ 

at a certain time  adv. zĩkea, see: zĩ4 
at any time  adv. baala'i 
at cock-crow  adv. kolɛzuo, see: ko 
at entrance  adv. kpɛĺɛlɛa, see: kpɛ1́ 
at good old age  adv. wã̃̀managɔrɔ, see: 

wã̃̀ 
at home  adv. bɛ1 
at last day  adv. gɔrɔ kpɛde zĩ, see: 

gɔrɔ 
at night  adv. gwãani, see: gwã 
at once  adv. gɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
at peace (be)  vt. swã̃̀ kpátɛ, see: swã̃̀ 
at that end  adv. lɛ ́dire kpa, see: lɛ1́ 
at that time  adv. gɔrɔ birea, see: gɔrɔ 
at the farm  adv. bura 
at this end  adv. lɛ ́la kpa, see: lɛ1́ 
at this time  adv. mandara'i 
at time of  pp. zamaa 
 pp. zĩ4 (1) 
athleticism  n. kãi 
atmosphere  n. gu 
attach  vt. dɔ ...-a, see: dɔ2 
 vt. yĩ3 
attach to  vt. yĩ ...-a, see: yĩ3 
attached (be)  vi. dɔdɔ, see: dɔ2 
attached (hair)  aadj. dɔrɛ 
attack  vi. lɛt́ɛ ...-a, see: lɛt́ɛ 
attain  vi. ká1 (1) 
attention  n. laakari 
attentive (be)  vi. kú ... làkario, see: 

kú 
attitude  n. alamani 
attribute  vt. dɔ ̃...-nɛ, see: dɔ1̃ 
augur  n. màsokɛri, see: màso 
augury  n. màso 
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aunt  sn. da1 
authority  n. iko 
 n. ikokɛ, see: iko 
avarice  n. sãnkarawɛ, see: sãnkara 
avenge  vt. fĩna bo ...-a, see: fĩna 
 vt. mɔra ká ...-a, see: mɔra 
avenge someone for  vt. fĩna bo ...-nɛ 

...-a, see: fĩna 
avenger  n. fĩnabommari, see: fĩna 
 n. mɔrakari, see: mɔra 
avert  vt. lɛ ́na ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
avoid  vi. ɛ ̃...-nɛ 
 vi. gbãtɛ ...-nɛ, see: gbãtɛ 
 vi. pã ...-nɛ, see: pã ...-i 

avoid looking at  vt. wɛ ́vĩ ...-la, see: 
wɛ ́

await  vt. kpákpa, see: kpá 
awake  vt. vu 
awakening  n. vuna, see: vu 
awe  n. naasi 
awesome  aadj. naaside, see: naasi 
awesome deed  n. naasiyã, see: naasi 
awesomeness  n. naasikɛ, see: naasi 
awestruck (be)  vt. naasi ... kũ, see: 

naasi 
Awuru  sn. Awuru 
axe  n. kpása 
 n. tɛḿɔnɛ, see: tɛ3́ 

B  -  b 
 
Baatonu  sn. Zɔ̃̀nna, see: zɔ̃̀ 
Babanna  sn. Babanna 
babbler  n. yãzɔz̃ɔr̃i, see: yã1 
babbler (bird)  n. titimako 
baboon  n. gbakũ 
Baburasa  sn. Baburaswa 
baby  n. nɛḱpãntɛ,̃ see: nɛ ́
baby calf  n. zùnɛ, see: zù 
baby lamb  n. sãnɛ, see: sã1 
baby sash  n. dɔnla, see: dɔ2 
baby wrap  n. gère 
bachelor  n. gɔp̃ose, see: gɔ1̃ 
back  n. kpɛ 
 n. kpɛsɛ, see: kpɛ 
 n. wó1 (1) 
back (chair)  n. kpɛnaki, see: kpɛ 
back of  pp. pɔ̃̀rɔtu, see: pɔ̃̀rɔ 
back of hand  n. ɔkpɛ, see: ɔ 
back of head  n. kɔ̃̀kɔtɔ 

 n. mìkpɛrɛ, see: mì 
back of mouth  n. lɛḱpɛrɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
backslider  n. borukpɛde, see: boru 
bad  adj. bã̃̀nɛ 
 adj. vãni 
 adj. zara 
bad breath  n. lɛv́ã, see: lɛ1́ 
bad character  n. dàvãnide, see: dà 
bad luck  n. mìvãni, see: mì 
bad one  n. vãnide, see: vãni 
bad report  n. kɔrɔmɔtɔ 
bad type  n. dàde, see: dà 
badge  n. tambari 
badly  adv. vãnivãni, see: vãni 
badness  n. vãnikɛ, see: vãni 
baker  n. burodikɛri, see: burodi 
bald  aadj. gbáagbaa 
bald person  n. mìgbarasude, see: mì 
baldness  n. mìgbarasu, see: mì 
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ball  n. bolu 
ball of indigo and mud  n. òsikɛrɛ (1), 

see: òsi 
bamboo  n. sãmpa 
banana  n. àyaba 
 n. yàba 
band musician  n. konkomade, see: 

konkoma 
bandit  n. kpãni wɛd́ewɛ, see: kpãni 
bang!  adv. kpã̃̀n 
bank  n. bara 
 n. ɔgɔditɛki, see: ɔgɔ 
banner  n. tuta 
baobab  n. fɔ1̃ 
baptised (be)  vt. da'itɛ kɛ, see: da2 
baptiser  n. da'itɛkɛri, see: da2 
baptism  n. da'itɛ, see: da2 
bar  n. gùrukpana, see: gùru kpá 
 vt. líguru kpá, see: lí1 
 vt. mɔ̃̀goro kpá, see: mɔ̃̀ 
bar for door/gate  n. mɔ̃̀goro, see: mɔ̃̀ 
bar for gate or door  n. gbãngo (2) 
bar (gate, door)  vt. gùru kpá 
bar of gate  n. lígbãndurukpa, see: lí1 
bar on gate  n. zɛḱakabɔ, see: zɛ ́
bar with hand  vt. ɔ kpátɛ, see: ɔ 
barb  n. gése 
barbed  aadj. gésede, see: gése 
barbed arrow  n. kà gésede, see: kà 
barbet (bird species)  n. bakabã 
bard  n. kɛrɛ (3) 
 n. kɛrɛlɛri, see: kɛrɛ 
bare  adv. wárawara 
 padj. pótompo 
bare (ground, head)  adv. kpakparakpa 
bargain for  vt. laga tá (1), see: laga 
 vt. tɔkɛ 

bark  n. lítɛkɛ, see: lí1 
 n. tɛ ̃̀kɛ 
 vt. won kɛ 
barn  n. dɔ̃̃̀ 
 n. pɔẃɛkaki, see: pɔ ́
barren  aadj. gbáagbaa 
barren animal  n. fĩni 
barren (become)  vt. fĩni kũ, see: fĩni 
barren woman  n. para1 
barrenness  n. fĩnikɛ, see: fĩni 
 n. parakɛ, see: para1 
bartender  n. wɛk̃paatɛri, see: wɛ1̃ 
base  n. zɛbɔ, see: zɛ 
base of mountain  n. gbɛ ̃̀gĩi, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
base of old pot  n. orokyãnto, see: oro 
basket  n. tãnko 
bastard  n. nɛḱpãni, see: nɛ ́
 n. yìgisarinɛ, see: yìgi 
bastard (father unknown)  n. 

gitasɔkɔnɛ, see: gita 
bat  n. kã̃̀ngoro 
bat (for beating floor)  n. binna 
bathe  vt. zú o 
bathing place  n. ípalɛ, see: í 
bathroom  n. sálanga 
baton  n. gò 
 n. lítere, see: lí1 
battery  n. toosigbɛ, see: toosi 
battle  n. zi ̃̃̀ 
battle field  n. zi ̃̃̀la, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
bay  n. luankore, see: luan 
be  vi. de3 
 vi. kɛ 
 vi. kú 
be around  vi. kú ...-i, see: kú 
be like  vi. de lán ... bà, see: de3 
be on  vi. da2 
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 vi. kú ...-a, see: kú 
be something  vi. de ... ũ, see: de3 
be there  vi. kun, see: kú 
be with  vi. kú ...-o, see: kú 
beach  n. gasɛ ̃
beak  n. lɛḱa, see: lɛ1́ 
bean field  n. blábu, see: blá 
bean soup  n. bládo, see: blá 
beans  n. blá (1) 
bear  vt. i1 
bear child  vt. nɛ ́i, see: nɛ ́
bear for  vt. i ...-nɛ, see: i1 
beard  n. lɛḱãsã, see: lɛ1́ 
beat  vt. gbɛ1̃ 
 vt. lɛĺɛ, see: lɛ2́ 
beat crowd back  vt. zà gbɛ,̃ see: zà3 
beat drum  vt. gã̃̀gã lɛ,́ see: gã̃̀gã 
beat floor  vt. kpɛ ́lɛĺɛ/kpá, see: kpɛ1́ 
beat many times  vt. gbɛg̃bɛ,̃ see: gbɛ1̃ 
beautiful  aadj. wɛd́e, see: wɛ ́
 adj. mana 
beautiful (be)  vi. wɛ ́... bo, see: wɛ ́
 vt. wɛ ́vĩ, see: wɛ ́
beauty  n. wɛ ́(2) 
because  c. kũ ... yãi, see: kũ1 
become  vi. gɔ2̃ 
 vt. kũ3 (2) 
become for  vi. gɔ ̃...-nɛ, see: gɔ2̃ 
bed  n. gádo 
 n. wútɛbɔ, see: wútɛ 
bed or bench made from bamboo  n. 

karaga 
bedbug  n. gũ̃̀ma 
bedroom  n. kpɛńɛ, see: kpɛ1́ 
bee  n. zɔ ́(1) 
bee-eater  n. tɛb́ã, see: tɛ3́ 
beer  n. wɛ1̃ 

beer drinker  n. wɛm̃iri, see: wɛ1̃ 
beer drinking place  n. wɛm̃iki, see: wɛ1̃ 
beeswax  n. zɔśasira, see: zɔ ́
beetle  n. kɔ̃̀kɔyukude, see: kɔ̃̀kɔ 
before  adv. yã2 
 c. zaade, see: zaa 
 pp. arɛ 
before in time  pp. ã 
before yesterday  adv. zĩna 
befriend  vt. gbɛñna kpá ...-o, see: gbɛ2̃ 
beg  vt. bara kɛ 
 vt. kútɛ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: kútɛ 
beggar  n. barakɛri, see: bara kɛ 
begin journey  vi. da zɛń, see: da2 
begin preparation  vt. sorumi kɛ/ma, 

see: soru 
begin to smell  vt. gbĩ sɔ,̃ see: gbĩ1 
beginning  n. naana, see: na 
behind  n. pɔ̃̀rɔ 
 pp. kpɛ 
being  n. kunna, see: kú 
being one body  n. mɛ ̃̀dokɔñɔkɛ, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
belch  vt. yoko o 
believe  vt. we ...-o, see: we2 
 vt. yã sí, see: yã1 
believe in  vt. náani kɛ, see: náani 
believe in God  vt. Luda náani kɛ, see: 

Luda 
believer  n. ludanaanikɛri, see: Luda 
 n. náanikɛri, see: náani 
believer in Jesus  n. Yesunaanikɛri, 

see: Yesu 
bell  n. arubaba 
 n. kararawa 
 n. mɔ̃̀ (4) 
bellows  n. tɛv́ubɔ, see: tɛ3́ 
belly  n. gbɛrɛ 
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belong to  vi. de ... pɔ ́ũ, see: de3 
beloved  adj. yenyĩde, see: ye 
below  adv. zĩtɛ 
 pp. gɛĩ 
belt  n. asa2 
 n. pɔd́ɔmpi, see: pɔ ́
bend over  vi. koko 
 vi. natɛ, see: na 
beneath  pp. zĩtɛ 
benefactor  n. anfãnide, see: anfãni 
benefit  vt. karana kɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

kara1 
benevolence  n. gbɛk̃ɛyã, see: gbɛ2̃ 
Benin city  sn. Bɛñɛ 
Benin Republic  sn. Bɛñɛ 
Benjamin  sn. Biliaminu 
bent over  adv. kòkoroko 
bent over double  adv. kombo'i 
berth  n. bàdɔki, see: bà2 
beside  pp. sarɛ 
besiege  vt. kagura kɛ, see: ká1 
Bethlehem  sn. Bɛtilihamu 
betray  vi. bo ... kpɛ, see: bo2 
betrayal  n. bonkpɛyã, see: bo2 
better  adj. sã̃̀nu 
 padj. sã̃̀na 
better for  padj. sã̃̀na ...-nɛ, see: sã̃̀na 
better one  n. dáamade, see: dáama 
better than  padj. sã̃̀na ...-a, see: sã̃̀na 
between  pp. dagura 
between fingers  n. ɔgbãtã, see: ɔ 
beware of  vt. laakari kɛ ...-i, see: 

laakari 
bewitch  vt. pɔ ́da ...-a, see: pɔ ́
beyond tomorrow  adv. ziakpɛzĩ, see: 

zia1 
bias  vt. sã fĩ ...-nɛ, see: sã2 

Bible  sn. Baibuu 
biceps  n. gã̃̀sã báasi, see: gã̃̀1 
bicycle  n. kɛkɛ (1) 
bicycle fork  n. kɛkɛ saka, see: kɛkɛ 
big  adj. zɔk̃ɔ ̃
big and fat  adj. yɛ ̃̀rɛrɛ 
 adv. plàkaplaka 
big and light  adv. fakuu, see: fakutu 
big and round  adj. bùtuku 
big hoe  n. karimi 
big rock  n. gbɛ ̃̀si, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
big termite  n. blɛḿitɛr̃a, see: blɛ ́
big toe  n. gbánɛmida, see: gbá 
bile  n. sɛ'i 
bilharzia  n. kɛntu tɛr̃a, see: kɛntu 
bird  n. bã 
bird species  n. kalia 
 n. tãmanna 
bird-cage  n. kezi 
birth  n. ina, see: i1 
 n. nɛ'́i, see: nɛ ́
birth pang  n. nɔ̃̀wãwã, see: nɔ̃̀ 
birth pangs  n. nɛ'́iwãwã, see: nɛ ́
birthday  n. nɛ'́igɔrɔ, see: nɛ ́
birthing  aadj. ina, see: i1 
birthing mother  n. da'ina, see: da1 
birthright  n. daudukɛzɛ, see: daudu 
bit  n. sɔm̃ɔ, see: sɔ3̃ 
bite  vt. só 
bite (tooth)  vt. tɔ ̃...-a, see: tɔ2̃ 
biting fly  n. bidibidi 
 n. vi ̃̃̀na pura, see: vi ̃̃̀na1 
 n. vi ̃̃̀na sira, see: vi ̃̃̀na1 
 n. vi ̃̃̀na tɛr̃a, see: vi ̃̃̀na1 
 n. zùnɔ ífĩni, see: zù 
bitter  adj. kyã̃̀kyã 
black  aadj. sirade, see: si1 
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 adj. sira, see: si1 
 adv. síi, see: si1 
black ant  n. ifãntɛ ̃gbɛñna, see: ifã 
 n. zakũ 
black blight  n. pɔẃɛsirakũ, see: pɔ ́
black bustard  n. gbɛr̃o 
black cosmetic  n. sisimbiri 
black crake  n. zàabã, see: zàa2 
black dye for hair  n. só'ii 
black eagle species  n. bátɛs̃ira, see: 

bátɛ ̃
black magic  n. ɛzɛ (2) 
black magic (do)  vt. gbɛ ̃kɔɔtɛ kɛ, see: 

gbɛ2̃ 
black man  n. bárasira, see: bára 
black mongoose  n. kɔ̃̃̀si, see: kɔ̃̃̀ 
black pepper n. yũku sira, see: yũku 
black snail that makes cry  n. aawi 
black spitting cobra  n. káre sira, see: 

káre 
black stinging ant  n. babare 
black thorned bush  n. lɛ ̃̀sikoto, see: lɛ ̃̀2 
blacken  vi. si1 
 vi. sisi, see: si1 
blackish  padj. siranle, see: si1 
blacksmith  n. sia (1) 
blade  n. wɛŕɛ 
blade of grass  n. sã̃̀la, see: sã̃̀ 
blanket  n. bɔrɔgɔ 
blaspheme  vt. dɔkɛ ...-o, see: dɔkɛ 
 vt. Luda tɔ ́bã̃̀nɛ bo, see: 

Luda 
blatant lie  n. ɛḱɛ sira, see: ɛḱɛ 
bleed  vt. aru bo/bɔtɛ, see: aru 
bless  vt. arubarika da ... gu, see: 

arubarika 
 vt. sa mana o ...-nɛ, see: sa 

bless (by human)  vt. sa'olɛ kɛ ...-nɛ, 
see: sa 

blessed person  n. arubarikade, see: 
arubarika 

blessing  n. arubarika 
blight  n. pɔṕukpana, see: pɔ ́
blind (become)  vt. vi ̃̃̀na kũ, see: vi ̃̃̀na2 
blind man stick  n. lígbãnga, see: lí1 
blind man's stick  n. gbãnga 
blind person  n. vi ̃̃̀na2 (2) 
blindness  n. vi ̃̃̀na2 (1) 
blink  vt. wɛ'́ipa kɛ, see: wɛ ́
blister  vt. í kpá (2), see: í 
blistered  adv. fɛ ̃̀rɛfɛrɛ 
block road  vt. zɛ ́káka, see: zɛ ́
blocked (be)  vi. sɔs̃ɔ ̃
blood  n. aru 
blood money  n. gbɛd̃ɛ'ɔgɔ, see: gbɛ2̃ 
bloom  vi. pia 
 vt. lábɔtɔ pá, see: lá 
 vt. vú kɛ, see: vú1 
blooming  aadj. piana, see: pia 
blotched  adj. bakibaki 
blow  vt. pɛ ́(1) 
 vt. tɛ ́vu, see: tɛ3́ 
 vt. vú2 
blow against  vi. káka ...-i, see: ká1 
blow air  vt. ĩa vú, see: ĩa 
blow fanfare (trumpet)  vt. ísam pá 
blow horn  vt. kuru pɛ,́ see: kuru2 
blow nose  vt. kyã̃̀ pɛ,́ see: kyã̃̀ 
blow on  vt. vú ...-a, see: vú2 
blow trumpet  vt. kãkãki pɛ,́ see: 

kãkãki 
blow up  vi. káka, see: ká1 
 vi. sɛ1́ 
 vt. ĩa ká, see: ĩa 
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blowfly  n. ífĩnida, see: ífĩni 
blown away (be)  vi. gɛt̃ɛ ĩaa, see: gɛ2̃ 
bluff  n. vĩnafori, see: vĩna 
blunder  n. kali 
blunt (be)  vi. lɛ ́... ga, see: lɛ1́ 
boast  n. gã̃̀zubɔ, see: gã̃̀1 
 n. ĩadãbɔ, see: ĩa 
 vt. ĩa dã, see: ĩa 
 vt. lɛ ́gbɛ,̃ see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. zĩda bi, see: zĩda 
boaster  n. zĩdabiri, see: zĩda 
boat  n. gó'itɛ, see: gó 
boat owner  n. góde, see: gó 
body  n. mɛ ̃̀ 
body hair  n. mɛ ̃̀kã, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
body part  n. mɛ ̃̀gu, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
bodyguard  n. dogari 
bog  n. foko 
boggy (be)  vt. foko fɔ,̃ see: foko 
boil  n. sɛ ̃̀bɔ 
 vi. pípi, see: pí 
 vt. disa 
boiled  aadj. disana, see: disa 
 adj. pipina, see: pí 
boiled yam eaten with oil  n. asidemai 
Boko  sn. Boko 
Bokobaru  sn. Bokobaru, see: Boko 
bold person  n. wɔŕɔgɔde, see: wɔŕɔgɔ 
boldness  n. swã̃̀gbãna, see: swã̃̀ 
 n. wɔŕɔgɔkɛ, see: wɔŕɔgɔ 
bond-slave  n. zɔ̃̀bleri, see: zɔ̃̀ 
bone  n. wá 
bone at base of skull  n. wakawa, see: 

waka 
book  n. takada 
book of prophecy  n. annabikɛtakada, 

see: annabi 

border  n. lɛźɛki, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛ ́ba, see: lɛ1́ 
Borgu  sn. Barugu 
born unexpectedly  aadj. kɔñɔsɛna, 

see: kɔñɔ1 
borrow  vt. pɔ ́sɛ ́...-a, see: pɔ ́
borrow from  vt. fĩna sɛ ́...-a, see: fĩna 
 vt. sãkã ...-a 
 vt. sɛ ́...-a, see: sɛ1́ 
bosom  n. kùsɛ, see: kù1 
boss  n. dikiri 
 n. zĩde, see: zĩ2 
bother  vt. dɛ 
 vt. dɛ 
bottle  n. kpáluba 
 n. kwáluba 
bottom  n. pɔ̃̀rɔ 
bottom (bed)  pp. zirɛ 
boundary  n. gulɛzɛki, see: gu 
bounteous  aadj. nnamade, see: nna 
bounty  n. nnakɛnnɛna, see: nna 
bow  n. gãmporo 
 n. sá 
bow down  vi. kútɛ 
bow down to  vi. kútɛ ...-nɛ, see: kútɛ 
bow head (to ground)  vt. mì pɛt́ɛ, see: 

mì 
bow prostrate  vt. wútɛ nɛ ̃̀sɛlɛ kutɛna, 

see: wútɛ 
bow to  vi. natɛ ...-nɛ, see: na 
 vt. mì natɛ ...-nɛ, see: mì 
bow to ground (face)  vt. pɛt́ɛ (2), see: 

pɛ ́
bowel  n. bakasa 
bowl stand  n. tadibɔ, see: ta1 
bowshot  n. kàzulɛtɛki, see: kà 
bowstring  n. kyã 
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 n. sába, see: sá 
box  n. àkpati 
 n. lítoko, see: lí1 
 vt. kùsɛ kákũn, see: kù1 
boy  n. nɛǵɔg̃bɛ ̃(1), see: nɛ ́
boyfriend  n. gɔp̃ose, see: gɔ1̃ 
boyhood  n. nɛǵɔg̃bɛk̃ɛgɔrɔ, see: nɛ ́
bracelet  n. zã1 
brackish  adv. fã̃̀u 
 adv. nɛ ̃̀gɛñɛgɛ ̃
bragger  n. ĩadãri, see: ĩa 
brain  n. mì'ufutu, see: mì 
bramble  n. líwaka, see: lí1 
bramble species  n. gagara (2) 
bran  n. busuka (1) 
branch  n. gã̃̀1 (1) 
 n. lígã, see: lí1 
branch out  vt. gã̃̀ kɛ/bo, see: gã̃̀1 
brass  n. gotɛ ̃
 n. mɔ̃̀gotɛ,̃ see: mɔ̃̀ 
brave (be)  vt. kùgbãna kɛ, see: kù1 
brave person  n. kùgbãnade, see: kù1 
brazier  n. tɛśibɔ, see: tɛ3́ 
breach  n. foro 
 n. guforo, see: gu 
breach in wall  n. bĩniwɛɛ, see: bĩni1 
bread  n. burodi 
break  vi. ɛ ́
 vt. biriki kũ/gá, see: biriki 
 vt. ɛ ́
 vt. wíwi, see: wí 
break camp  vt. bùra sɛt́ɛ, see: bùra 
break down (machine)  vi. ga 
break engagement  vt. yìgi dɛ, see: 

yìgi 
break fast  vt. lɛ ́poro, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛ ́wí, see: lɛ1́ 

break power  vt. kɔ̃̀ ɛ,́ see: kɔ̃̀3 
break through crowd  vt. kɛ ̃kùo, see: 

kɛ2̃ 
break up  vi. ɛ'́ɛ, see: ɛ ́
 vi. zɔz̃ɔk̃ɔr̃ɛ, see: zɔ1̃ 
 vt. dúgudugu zɔ,̃ see: dúgu 

zɔ ̃
 vt. ɛ'́ɛ, see: ɛ ́
 vt. kɛk̃ɛ,̃ see: kɛ2̃ 
 vt. zɔz̃ɔk̃ɔr̃ɛ, see: zɔ1̃ 
break up fight  vt. fìti gokɔã, see: fìti 
break up meat  vt. laga kɛ, see: laga 
break virginity  vt. da bizan, see: da2 
break word  vt. yã gboro, see: yã1 
breaks  n. biriki 
breast  n. yɔ1̃ (1) 
breastfeed  vt. yɔ ̃mi, see: yɔ1̃ 
breastplate  n. mɔ̃̀'uta, see: mɔ̃̀ 
breast-plate  n. zi ̃̃̀ka'uta, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
breath  n. lɛ'́ĩa, see: lɛ1́ 
 n. we'o, see: we o 
breathe  vt. we o 
breathe fresh air  vt. ĩa mi, see: ĩa 
breathe heavily  vi. wesa bo, see: we o 
bred  aadj. ina, see: i1 
brevity  n. kutukɛ, see: kutu 
brew beer  vt. wɛ ̃ba, see: wɛ1̃ 
bribe  n. gba gusarɛ, see: gba 
 n. gusarɛgba, see: gu 
 n. ɔdɔnkpɛgba, see: ɔ 
brick  n. kúnku 
bricks (make)  vt. kúnku bo, see: 

kúnku 
bride  n. zãdufukɛri, see: zã3 
bridegroom  n. ebayao 
 n. nɔdufusɛri, see: nɔ 
bride-price  n. lɛǵbɛnna'ɔgɔ, see: lɛ1́ 
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bride-price item  n. anzureblebɔ, see: 
anzure 

bridesmaid  n. teble 
bridge  n. kpãdara 
bridge of nose  n. yĩwa, see: yĩ2 
brief  adj. kutu 
bright  aadj. ínna, see: í 
bright moon  n. mɔvura, see: mɔ 
bright moonlight  n. mɔvura'i, see: mɔ 
bright red  adv. zónzon 
bright red spider  n. bunsirɛkɔkɔ, see: 

bunsirɛ 
bright yellow  adv. kpà'ikpa'i, see: kpà 
brighten face  vt. ãn were, see: ãn 
bring  vi. su ...-o, see: su 
bring disaster  vt. ásaru zĩ . ...-a, see: 

ásaru 
bring down  vt. bikũ 
 vt. kipa (1) 
bring (to)  vi. mɔ ́...-o ... -nɛ, see: mɔ1́ 
bring together  vt. dɔkɔã, see: dɔ2 
bring together (not firmly)  vt. kukũa, 

see: kú 
bring trouble to  vt. yã gátɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

yã1 
brisket  n. laba1 
broadcast  vt. fã (2) 
broadcaster  n. baarukpari, see: baaru 
broil  vt. fùfu kɛ 
broken glass  n. káro 
broken piece  n. kaso2 
broom  n. mɛśɛ 
brother of girl  sn. dãgɔ ̃
brow of hill  n. gòroro 
brown  adj. tɛr̃a, see: tɛɛ̃ 
brown frog  n. blɔ̃̀tɛñna, see: blɔ̃̀ 
brush teeth  vt. ara só, see: ara 

brutalize  vt. natɛ, see: na 
bubal antelope  n. gbɔ 
bubbles  n. íwisi, see: í 
bucket  n. bokiti 
 n. guga 
bud  n. bɔ̃̀tɔ 
 vt. bɔ̃̀tɔ pá, see: bɔ̃̀tɔ 
 vt. kùse kpátɛ 
buffalo  n. zùsɛñtɛ, see: zù 
buffet  vt. yĩpayĩpa, see: yĩpa 
bugle with high pitch  n. arugeta 
build  vt. bo1 (2) 
 vt. dɔ ...-a, see: dɔ2 
build bridge  vt. kpãdara da, see: 

kpãdara 
build enclosure  vt. kara kpá, see: kara2 
build nest  vt. sà da, see: sà3 
build wall  vt. bĩni bo, see: bĩni1 
 vt. ɛ ̃bo, see: ɛ ̃
 vt. gbi ̃̃̀ bo, see: gbi ̃̃̀1 
build wall of house  vt. kpɛ ́bo, see: 

kpɛ1́ 
builder  n. kpɛb́ori, see: kpɛ1́ 
building material  n. bobɔ, see: bo2 
bulbul  n. bãntoro sɛñtɛ, see: bã 
bulge  n. kũ̃̀dɔki, see: kũ̃̀1 
bull  n. zùsa, see: zù 
bullet  n. tɛǵbɛ (1), see: tɛ3́ 
bullock  n. zù 
bullock-cart  n. zùgo, see: zù 
bump against  vt. kɛ ̃kùo, see: kɛ2̃ 
bump into  vi. kpá ...-la, see: kpá 
 vi. kpakũ kũ ...-o, see: kpá 
bumpy  adj. tòkũtokũ 
 adv. wókũwokũ 
bunch (fruit) n. yɔ1̃ (2) 
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bunch of bananas  n. àyaba yɔ,̃ see: 
àyaba 

bundle  n. bàka1 
burden  n. aso 
burial place  n. vĩki, see: vĩ4 
buried black magic  n. kɔɔtɛ 
burn  vt. kpata2 
 vt. tɛ ́kũ, see: tɛ3́ 
burn incense  vt. turaretiti kpáta, see: 

turare 
burn roof of mouth  vt. lɛ ́gotɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
burn scar  n. tɛb́ɔ, see: tɛ3́ 
burnt  adj. tɛḱũna, see: tɛ3́ 
burnt place  n. tɛǵbɛ (2), see: tɛ3́ 
burnt sacrifice  n. sa'opɔ kũ òdi ká tɛ ́à 

tɛ ́kũ, see: sa 
burnt stubble  n. sã̃̀mi'oro, see: sã̃̀ 
burrowing snake  n. ifãntɛ ̃(2), see: ifã 
burst  vi. pũtã 
 vt. pũtã 
bury  vt. vĩ4 
bury dead person  vt. gɛ ̃̀ vĩ, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
Busa (self name)  sn. Bisã 
bush  n. lá 
 n. lákpɛ, see: lá 
bush animal  n. nɔ̃̀bɔsɛñtɛ, see: nɔ̃̀bɔ 
 n. sã̃̀ntɛpɔ, see: sã̃̀ 
bush burner  n. tɛḱpari, see: tɛ3́ 
bush species  n. desu 
 n. gãsã 
 n. gbɛỹɔ'̃i, see: gbɛ3̃ 
 n. gbĩni 
 n. mamatɛñna 
 n. òsidala, see: òsi 
 n. òsikɛrɛ (2), see: òsi 
 n. suu1 
 n. tãnazu'ola, see: tãna 

bush turkey  n. tokũ 
bush with bitter root  n. gɔñna 
bushbaby  n. tãndio 
bushland  n. sã̃̀ (2) 
 n. sã̃̀ntɛ, see: sã̃̀ 
bushman  n. sã̃̀ntɛkɛri, see: sã̃̀ 
business  n. yãbɔkɔtɛ, see: yã1 
bustard  n. bãda, see: bã 
but  c. ama1 
 c. amade, see: ama1 
butcher  n. laga (2) 
butt  vt. pá mìio, see: pá1 
butter  n. vĩnisi, see: vĩ1 
buttocks  n. pɔ̃̀rɔbaasi, see: pɔ̃̀rɔ 
 n. zí 
buy  vt. lú 
buy for  vt. lú ...-nɛ, see: lú 
buy from  vt. lú ...-a, see: lú 
buy merchandise  vt. laga lú, see: laga 
buy much  vt. lúlu, see: lú 
buyer  n. lagaluri, see: laga 
 n. lùri, see: lú 
 n. pɔĺuri, see: pɔ ́
buzzard  n. lifiti 
by  pp. kũ ...-o 
by family  adv. danɛdanɛ, see: danɛ 
by fifteens  adv. gɛr̃ogɛr̃o, see: gɛr̃o 
by fives  adv. sɔsɔɔro, see: sɔɔro 
by forties  adv. buplabupla, see: bupla 
by fours  adv. siisiikɔ,̃ see: siikɔ ̃
by hundreds  adv. basɔsɔɔro, see: 

basɔɔro 
by obligation  adv. tilasi 
by sixes  adv. suddodo, see: suddo 
 adv. supplapla, see: suppla 
by sixties  num. baaakɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: baaakɔ ̃
by teams  adv. gã̃̀ kũ gã̃̀ao, see: gã̃̀1 
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by tens  adv. kurikuri, see: kuri 
by thirties  adv. baraakurikuri, see: 

baraakuri 

by threes  adv. aakɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: aakɔ ̃
by twos  adv. plapla, see: pla 
by yourselves  adv. ádo(na) 

C  -  c 
 
cairn  n. gbɛ ̃̀didikɔãna, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
cake boiled in tin  n. àlɛlɛ 
cake of shea-butter)  adj. kpakurɛ 
calabash  n. gbaka 
 n. kpɛñɛ 
calabash cup n. kɛrɛ kore, see: kɛrɛ 
calabash knife  n. kpɛñɛwazãkɛb̃ɔ, see: 

kpɛñɛ 
calabash of  cn. kpɛñɛ 
calabash or gourd with whole in top  n. 

tùru 
calabash with small opening  n. zita 
calamitous  aadj. kisirade, see: kisira 
calamity resulting from evil done  n. 

kisira 
calculate  vt. dedebaru kɛ, see: 

dedebaru 
calculation  n. dedebaru 
calf of leg  n. tombazi 
call  vt. sísi (1) 
call for attention  part. yoo 
call to  vt. lɛ ́zu ...-i, see: lɛ1́ 
call up dead  vt. gɛ ̃̀ sísi, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
call up possessing spirit  vt. tãna sísi, 

see: tãna 
call up spirit  vt. wedekũnna dɛdɛ, see: 

wedekũnna 
caller  n. sìsiri, see: sísi 
calm  adv. kítikiti 
 adv. mɛt́ɛmɛtɛ (2) 

 adv. tɛɛnɛ(tɛɛnɛ) 
 vi. yĩda kũ, see: yĩ1 
 vt. lɛ ́ma ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. nana ...-nɛ, see: na 
 vt. yĩda kũ, see: yĩ1 
calm (be)  vi. kú ... làkaria, see: kú 
 vt. swã̃̀ kpátɛ, see: swã̃̀ 
calm down  vi. kpátɛ 
camel  n. lakumi 
camera  n. fotosɛbɔ, see: foto 
camp  n. bùra 
camper  n. bùrade, see: bùra 
campsite  n. bùrakatɛki, see: bùra 
cane  n. flã̃̀ 
cane rat  n. ɛñɛda, see: ɛñɛ 
canoe  n. gó (2) 
canteen  n. kanti 
cap  n. fùra 
cap for cartridge  n. kápu 
cap with side flaps  n. fùra sãde, see: 

fùra 
capital  adj. da1 (3) 
 n. ɔgɔda, see: ɔgɔ 
captain of army  n. zi ̃̃̀ki, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
capture  vt. kũ3 (1) 
 vt. kũkũ (2), see: kũ3 
capture town  vt. wɛt̃ɛ sí, see: wɛt̃ɛ 
capturer  n. kũ̃̀ri, see: kũ3 
car  n. mato 
 n. muta 
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carcass  n. wó1 (2) 
card  n. kati 
card player  n. katipari, see: kati 
care  n. laakari 
careful  n. laakaride, see: laakari 
careful near (be)  vt. laakari kɛ ...-i, 

see: laakari 
careless person  n. laakarisaride, see: 

laakari 
careless with (be)  vt. pã kɛ ...-o, see: pã 
caress  vt. ɔ biibii ...-a, see: ɔ 
carnivore  n. pɔśori, see: pɔ ́
carpet viper  n. pitiko tɛr̃a, see: pitiko 
carrier  n. sɛ ̃̀(sɛ)ri, see: sɛ1́ 
carry  vt. sɛna, see: sɛ1́ 
carry on back  vt. kukpɛ, see: kú 
carrying pole  n. sɛĺi, see: sɛ1́ 
carton  n. kwáali 
carve  vt. á4 
carve stone  vt. gbɛ ̃̀ a, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
carve wood  vt. lí á, see: lí1 
carved  aadj. ana, see: á4 
carver  n. àri, see: á4 
cascade  vt. í pɛt́ɛ, see: í 
case  n. yã1 (7) 
cash  n. ɔgɔpura (2), see: ɔgɔ 
cashew  n. kaasuu 
cast  vt. zu 
cast hook for  vt. daburu zu ...-nɛ, see: 

daburu 
cast look of disapproval at  vt. wɛḱpãntɛ ̃

matɛ ...-a, see: wɛ ́
cast oneself in  vi. si ...-gu/-n (1), see: 

si2 
castanet  n. faka 
castrate  vt. fɛ ̃̀rɛ kɛ, see: fɛ ̃̀rɛ 
castrated man or animal  n. fɛ ̃̀rɛ 

casual labour  n. zamalinga 
casual labourer  n. zamalingakɛri, see: 

zamalinga 
cat (domestic)  n. músuko, see: músu 
cataract  n. wɛd́ina, see: wɛ ́
catarrh  n. kyã̃̀ 
caterpillar  n. manimani 
catfish  n. zwãnɛ 
cauldron  n. mɔ̃̀'oro, see: mɔ̃̀ 
cause  n. yãi, see: yã1 
 vt. tó1 
cause disaster  vt. sunyĩ zĩ ...-a, see: su 
cause pain to  vt. mɛ ̃̀ ũ ...-a, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
cause pain/trouble to  vt. ĩna da ...-a, 

see: ĩna 
cause panic  vt. giri da ... gu, see: giri 
cause problem  vt. yãkete tã, see: yã1 
cause to fly  vt. vura 
cause to go wild  vt. fìriri kũ/kɛ 
cause to jump  vt. vĩ3 
cause trouble  vt. gu dɔkɔã, see: gu 
cause war  vt. zi ̃̃̀ da, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
cavalier  n. sɔd̃e, see: sɔ3̃ 
cave  n. gbɛ ̃̀wɛɛ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
cave in (eye)  vi. nan, see: na 
cavern  n. gbɛ ̃̀wɛɛ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
cavity in well  n. wɛ ̃̀ɛsɔna, see: wɛ ̃̀ɛ 
cedar  n. sida 
ceiling  n. laasi (1) 
celebrate  vt. dikpɛ kɛ, see: di 
celebration  n. dikpɛ, see: di 
celestial light  n. pɔǵupuri, see: pɔ ́
cement  n. simiti 
cemetery  n. gɛ ̃̀vĩki, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
census  n. narona, see: naro 
census time  n. narogɔrɔ, see: naro 
centipede  n. fĩkã 
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centre  n. swã̃̀ 
certain  sadj. ke2 
certain other  sadj. pãnde 
certain people (known)  pr. dakenɔ, see: 

dake 
certain person  sn. gbɛk̃e, see: gbɛ2̃ 
certain person (known)  pr. dake 
certain time  sn. gɔrɔke, see: gɔrɔ 
certificate of divorce  n. gínyĩ takada, 

see: gí 
chain  n. mɔ̃̀kakɔãna, see: mɔ̃̀ 
 n. werema 
chair  n. gbà (1) 
chalk  n. gbɛ ̃̀gbɛ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
chameleon  n. kírikpaakũ 
chance  n. dáama 
 n. sa'a 
change  n. ɔgɔkete, see: ɔgɔ 
 vi. li 
 vt. litɛ 
change direction  vi. litɛ 
change heart  vt. nɛ ̃̀sɛ litɛ, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
channel  n. íbazɛ, see: í 
chant  n. kɛrɛ (2) 
chant (one person)  vt. kɛrɛ lɛ ́zu, see: 

kɛrɛ 
chanter  n. kɛrɛ (3) 
 n. kɛrɛlɛri, see: kɛrɛ 
chanting in group  vt. kɛrɛ lɛ,́ see: kɛrɛ 
character (usually bad)  n. dà 
charcoal  n. sĩsĩ 
charge  n. káara 
charge formally  vt. káara kpá, see: 

káara 
chariot  n. sɔg̃o, see: sɔ3̃ 
charioteer  n. sɔg̃ode, see: sɔ3̃ 
charm  n. muraru (2) 

 n. zĩdadãkpãbɔ, see: zĩda 
 vt. ɛzɛ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: ɛzɛ 
 vt. pɔ ́da ...-a, see: pɔ ́
charmer  n. kɔɔtɛkɛri, see: kɔɔtɛ 
 n. murarude, see: muraru 
 n. wɛĺikaranade, see: wɛ ́
chase  vi. pɛ ́...-a (1), see: pɛ ́
chase one another  vi. pɛkɔã, see: pɛ ́
chasm  n. zĩngo 
chat  n. fàai 
 vt. fàai bo, see: fàai 
chatter  n. yãbɔtɛ, see: yã1 
chatterer  n. yãbɔtɛri, see: yã1 
chatting place  n. fàaiboki, see: fàai 
cheap  adj. araga 
 adv. araga 
cheat  n. gbɛb̃leri, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 vt. ble (3) 
 vt. gbɛ ̃ble, see: gbɛ2̃ 
cheat unexpectedly  vt. bo ...-ã, see: bo2 
cheek  n. gasu 
 n. kɛ1̃ 
cheekbone  n. wɛḱũ, see: wɛ ́
cheeky (be)  vt. yò bo 
cheese  n. gàsi 
 n. wàragasi 
cheetah  n. sàbo 
 n. sàbo sira, see: sàbo 
cherub  n. kɛrubu 
chest  n. àkpati 
 n. kùa, see: kù1 
chest (animal)  n. kù1 
chest bone of animal  n. sɛ ̃̀ku 
chew  vt. só 
 vt. sóso, see: só 
chew tobacco  vt. taba só, see: taba 
chick  n. konɛ, see: ko 
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chicken  n. ko 
chicken lice  n. kosa (2), see: ko 
chickenpox  n. busuka (2) 
 n. bùsukagyã, see: busuka 
chief  n. kí 
 n. kína, see: kí 
chief hunter  n. tofeki, see: tofe 
chief priest  n. sa'oriki, see: sa 
chigger  n. uku 
child  n. nɛ ́(1) 
child epidemic  n. nɛǵaga, see: nɛ ́
child that is always crying  n. ɔɔ́dɔriki, 

see: ɔ1́ 
child with good appetite  n. ye'uide, 

see: ye 
childhood  n. nɛǵɔrɔ, see: nɛ ́
 n. nɛḱɛgɔrɔ, see: nɛ ́
childless  adv. nɛ'́isari, see: nɛ ́
chin  n. lɛǵbako, see: lɛ1́ 
chip  n. kaso2 
 vi. kaso2 
 vt. kaso2 
chop!  adv. flɛm̃ 
chop  vt. zɔ1̃ 
Christ  sn. Arumasihu 
 sn. Kirisi 
Christian  n. Yesude, see: Yesu 
 n. Yesunaanikɛri, see: Yesu 
church  n. aduakɛkpɛ, see: adua 
 n. sɔsi 
 n. Yesukpɛ, see: Yesu 
churchgoers  n. sɔsidenɔ, see: sɔsi 
churn  vt. fakam pá 
churn milk  vt. vĩ fakam pá, see: vĩ1 
churn (water)  vt. kɔt́ɔ kpá 
cicada  n. sarenna 
cigarette  n. buki 

cinders  n. tɛb́ugu, see: tɛ3́ 
circle round  vi. fĩfĩ ...-a, see: fĩ 
circular  adj. búkutu 
circumcise  vt. tɔ̃̃̀ zɔ,̃ see: tɔ̃̃̀ 
circumcised (be)  vt. tɔ̃̃̀ zɔ,̃ see: tɔ̃̃̀ 
circumcised person  n. tɔ̃̃̀zɔñade, see: tɔ̃̃̀ 
circumciser  n. tɔ̃̃̀zɔr̃i, see: tɔ̃̃̀ 
circumcision  n. tɔ̃̃̀zɔỹã, see: tɔ̃̃̀ 
circumference  n. yàasa 
citadel  n. zɛogiki, see: zɛ 
citrus fruit  n. lemu 
city  n. wɛŕa 
city dwellers  n. wɛŕadenɔ, see: wɛŕa 
civet cat  n. dèkũngba 
clap  vt. ɔkpa lɛ,́ see: ɔ 
clash cymbals  vt. sã̃̀gɛ ̃pá, see: sã̃̀gɛ ̃
claw  n. arukɔkɔ 
clawed  aadj. arukɔkɔde, see: 

arukɔkɔ 
clawed creature  n. arukɔkɔde, see: 

arukɔkɔ 
clay  n. gbi ̃̃̀1 (1) 
 n. tãnde 
clay for building  n. ɛ ̃
clay platform  n. gbi ̃̃̀gba, see: gbi ̃̃̀1 
clay quarry  n. gbi ̃̃̀dãki, see: gbi ̃̃̀1 
clean  adv. kàrakara 
 adv. kàsakasa (1) 
 adv. swáswa 
 padj. zɛña, see: zɛ ̃
 vi. zɛ ̃
cleanse from defilement  vt. gbãsĩ 

bo/woro ...-nɛ, see: gbãsĩ2 
clear  adv. iwɛza sari, see: iwɛza 
clear (become)  vi. kɛ(̃kɛ)̃kɔã (1), see: 

kɛ2̃ 
clear conscience  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛpura, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
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clear land  vt. kpase kɛ,̃ see: kpase 
clear new field  vt. kàsa kɛ,̃ see: kàsa 
clear old farm  vt. búsa kɛkɛ, see: bú 
 vt. gbàada kɛkɛ, see: gbàada 
clear throat  vt. kòto kɛkɛ, see: kòto 
clear weather  adv. gukɛk̃ɔãna, see: gu 
clear (weather)  vi. gu ... were, see: gu 
cleared area  n. kàsagbɛ, see: kàsa 
cleared land  n. kpase kori, see: kpase 
clearing of land  n. kpase 
cleft  n. gusɔkɔ, see: gu 
cleft in rock  n. gbɛ ̃̀sɔkɔ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
clever person  n. ɔñdɔr̃i, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
cleverness  n. ɔñdɔ ̃
climb (on)  vi. didi (...-a) 
cling to  vi. na ...-i, see: na 
clitoris  n. zã̃̀nɛ, see: zã̃̀ 
clod  n. bùsukɔñɔ, see: bùsu 
 n. làkpakɔñɔ 
close  adv. kãni1 
 vt. nakɔã, see: na 
 vt. ta2 
 vt. tata, see: ta2 
close door  vt. gbà na, see: gbà 
 vt. zɛ ́tata, see: zɛ ́
close friend  n. baakpɛ 
close lid on  vt. nɛ ́ta ...-lɛ, see: nɛ ́
close mouth  vt. lɛ ́kpakɔã, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛ ́nakɔã, see: lɛ1́ 
close over entrance  vt. tata ...-lɛ, see: 

ta2 
close up  vi. kũkɔr̃ɛ, see: kũ3 
 vt. kpákɔr̃ɛ, see: kpá 
 vt. tarɛ, see: ta2 
close with hand  vt. ɔ tá ...-a, see: ɔ 
closed (eyes)  adv. kukurɛna 
closeness  n. kãnikɛ, see: kãni1 

cloth  n. biza 
clothe  vt. na ...-i, see: na 
clothe (hide nakedness)  vt. asiri tá ...-

nɛ, see: asiri 
clothes  n. pɔḱasa, see: pɔ ́
clothes moth  n. vi ̃̃̀nikãnto, see: vĩni 
clotted blood  n. arukɔñɔ, see: aru 
cloud  n. legũ (2) 
 n. legũluku, see: legũ 
 n. luku 
clown  n. yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃
 vt. yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃kɛ ...-a, see: yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃
clump of trees  n. líkpɛ, see: lí1 
cluster  n. kɔ̃̀2 (1) 
coagulated blood  n. kpàa 
coal-tar  n. ɔ̃̀da 
coarse thread for weaving  n. tãasaba, 

see: tã 
coast  n. ígãsɛ,̃ see: í 
coastland people  n. ísiralɛdenɔ, see: í 
coat  n. uta 
cob  n. sà3 (2) 
cobra  n. káre 
cobra species  n. káre pura, see: káre 
cock  n. kosa (1), see: ko 
cockroach  n. susukɛre 
coco yam  n. vɔ 
coconut  n. kpaakpaa 
coffee  n. kɔfi 
coin  n. ɔgɔwapu, see: ɔgɔ 
cola nut  n. gɔ̃̀rɔ 
cold  adj. yĩda (1), see: yĩ1 
 n. ĩa (2) 
cold (be)  vi. yĩda kũ, see: yĩ1 
 vt. ĩa ... dɛ, see: ĩa 
cold season  n. ĩampurugɔrɔ, see: ĩam 

pá 
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coldish  padj. yĩdanle, see: yĩ1 
colic  n. sɔtɔtɛñna, see: sɔtɔ1 
collapse  vi. sikũn, see: si2 
 vi. zu 
collarbone  n. wakawɛɛwa, see: waka 
collect debt  vt. fĩna sí ...-a, see: fĩna 
collect honey  vt. zɔ ́bo, see: zɔ ́
collide with  vi. kpakũ kũ ...-o, see: kpá 
colobus monkey  n. wesuru, see: we1 
colourless  adj. fàuu 
comatose (be)  vt. gbãsĩ lɛ,́ see: gbãsĩ2 
comb  n. pɛśɛ 
combasu  n. òsibã, see: òsi 
come  vi. mɔ1́ 
 vi. su 
come against  vi. su ...-i, see: su 
come apart  vi. wowokɔã, see: wo 
come back on  vi. sukpa ...-a, see: su 
come down  vi. kipa (1) 
come into leaf  vt. lábɔtɔ pá, see: lá 
come to  vi. su ...-a, see: su 
come to nothing  vi. lɛt́ɛ pã, see: lɛt́ɛ 
come together  vi. dakarɛ ...-o, see: da2 
comfort  n. nnamana, see: nna 
 vt. laakari kpátɛ, see: laakari 
 vt. pɔ kpátɛ ...-nɛ, see: pɔ 
comforted (be)  vi. pɔ ... kpátɛ, see: pɔ 
comforter  n. laakarikpatɛri, see: 

laakari 
 n. nɛ ̃̀sɛkpatɛri, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
coming  n. sugɔrɔ, see: su 
command  n. yãditɛna, see: yã1 
 vt. da2 
 vt. iko kɛ ...-a, see: iko 
 vt. iko mɔ ...-nɛ, see: iko 
 vt. yã ditɛ ...-nɛ, see: yã1 
commence  vi. na ...-a, see: na 

 vt. ɔ kpá ...-a (1), see: ɔ 
commend  vt. mana bo, see: mana 
 vt. sáabu kɛ ...-o, see: sáabu 
commend indirectly  vt. sáabu kpá, see: 

sáabu 
commendation  n. sáabu 
commerce  n. laga (1) 
commissioned  aadj. bàde, see: bà2 
commissioned officer  n. soza bàde, 

see: soza 
commit a crime  vt. dà kɛ, see: dà 
commit adultery  vt. zina kɛ, see: zina 
commit immorality  vt. gbãsĩ kɛ, see: 

gbãsĩ2 
commitment  n. bàka2 
committed to (be)  vi. bàka kú kũ ...-o, 

see: bàka2 
common fly  n. ífĩni 
common person  n. talaka 
common-sense  n. faya 
communication  n. yã1 (1) 
companion  n. zɛnnɛri, see: zɛ 
compare  vt. kpakũsũ, see: kpá 
compare for  vt. yã lɛḱɔã ...-nɛ, see: yã1 
compare (matter)  vt. lɛḱũsũ, see: lɛ1́ 
compare (thing)  vt. lɛkɔã ...-o, see: lɛ2́ 
compassionate person  n. wɛǵwari, see: 

wɛ ́
 n. wɛñdadɔñnɛri, see: wɛñda 
compete  vt. dekala kɛ, see: de3 
competitor  n. bàkpakũsũri, see: bà3 
complain  vt. káara kɛ, see: káara 
 vt. yãkete ká, see: yã1 
complain about vt. zuka ka ...-i, see: 

zuka 
complain against  vt. lɛf́ɔtɔ ká ...-i, see: 

lɛ1́ 
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complainer  n. zukakari, see: zuka 
complaint  n. káara 
 n. lɛf́ɔtɔ, see: lɛ1́ 
complete  adj. pɛkɛrɛna, see: pɛ ́
 adv. papana, see: pa 
 vi. lɛ ́... pápa, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. mì dɛ, see: mì 
complete (be)  vi. pɛkɛrɛ ...-a, see: pɛ ́
complete in (be)  vi. papa...-a, see: pa 
completely  adv. díndin 
 adv. lám 
 adv. mámmam1 
 adv. mámmam2 
 adv. míɔmiɔ 
completely blind or deaf  adj. 

kpáturuku 
completely covered  adv. bló2 
 adv. lái(lai) 
completely finished  adv. kárankaran 
completion  n. mìdɛki, see: mì 
compose song  vt. lɛ ̃̀ da, see: lɛ ̃̀1 
compound  n. ɔn (1) 
compound area  n. ɔngura, see: ɔn 
compound gate  n. ɔnlɛ, see: ɔn 
conceive  vt. nɔ̃̀ sí, see: nɔ̃̀ 
concentrate potash  vt. kasa báasa, 

see: kasa1 
concern  n. bàka2 
 n. para2 
 n. yã1 (2) 
 n. yãbɔkɔtɛ, see: yã1 
concerned (be)  vt. yã kũa, see: yã1 
conciliatory gift  n. kútɛkɛbɔ, see: kútɛ 
concubine  n. nɔ yìgisaride, see: nɔ 
condemn  vi. yã ... vutɛ ...-a, see: yã1 
 vt. yã da ...-la, see: yã1 

condemnation  n. yãvutɛmmana, see: 
yã1 

condemned (be)  vi. vutɛ ...-a, see: 
vutɛ 

condition  n. gwena 
conduct  n. kɛna, see: kɛ 
confide in  vt. asiriyã ditɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

asiri 
 vt. kpá ... ɔĩ, see: kpá 
 vt. yã na ...-nɛ ... ɔĩ, see: yã1 
confidence  n. náani 
confident (be)  vt. kù kɛ gbãna, see: 

kù1 
confirm  vt. lɛ ́goa ...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. yã'i kára, see: yã1 
 vt. yãpura kpá ...-a, see: yã1 
confound  vt. yã kakara ...-nɛ, see: yã1 
 vt. yã likara ...-a, see: yã1 
confront  vt. lɛ ́da ...-i, see: lɛ1́ 
confronting (thief)  aadj. wɛd́ewɛ, see: 

wɛ ́
confuse  vt. kpàturu kpá 
 vt. yã ya, see: yã1 
confused  adv. bɛ ̃̀rɛkɛtɛ 
confused (be)  vi. likara 
 vt. bídi kɛ, see: bídi 
confusion  n. bídi 
congratulations!  exc. barika 
conquer  vt. ble (2) 
 vt. fu 
 vt. zi ̃̃̀ ble, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
conqueror  n. zi ̃̃̀bleri, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
consecrate (by invocation)  vt. sa kɛ, 

see: sa 
consecration oil  n. sakɛnisi, see: sa 
consider  vt. da2 
 vt. wàari pá 



console  cotton capsule 

 English — Busa Finderlist 147 

 vt. wɛ ́dan, see: wɛ ́
 vt. yã da, see: yã1 
console  vt. sùru kpá ...-nɛ, see: sùru 
conspirator  n. lɛḱpakũsũri, see: lɛ1́ 
conspire against  vt. kpákũsũ ...-i, see: 

kpá 
 vt. lɛ ́kpakũsũ ...-i, see: lɛ1́ 
consult  vt. yã da ... gãi, see: yã1 
contempt  n. gyabona, see: gya bo 
contest  vt. kùsɛ biri ...-a, see: kù1 
continue after  vi. tɛ ́...-a, see: tɛ1́ 
Continuous aspect marker  part. gɔ3̃ 
Continuous aspect pronoun suffix  part. 

-gɔ,̃ see: gɔ3̃ 
contradict  vi. bo yã kpɛ, see: bo2 
 vt. ledi kpá ...-o, see: ledi 

kpá 
contrary to fact marker  c. de2 (2) 
contribute  vt. kámaza kɛ, see: 

kámaza 
 vt. laba kɛ, see: laba2 
contribution  n. kámaza 
 n. laba2 
control  vt. milɛ ble 
control oneself  vt. zĩda kũna, see: zĩda 
 vt. zĩdakũna dɔ,̃ see: zĩda 
control speech  vt. lɛ ́fɔ ̃(1), see: lɛ1́ 
conversation  n. fàai 
convince  vt. yã ble, see: yã1 
convulse  vi. yĩgãyĩgã, see: yĩgã 
 vt. dɛ 
 vt. dɛdɛ, see: dɛ 
 vt. gbigiri kɛkɛ, see: gbigiri 
convulsion  n. gbigiri 
 n. sã̃̀ntɛgyã, see: sã̃̀ 
cook  n. pɔb́lekɛri, see: pɔ ́
 vt. kuku 

cook soup  vt. dò kuku, see: dò 
cooked  aadj. disana, see: disa 
 adj. màni, see: ma3 
cooked (be)  vi. ma3 (1) 
cooked food  n. ɔ'i, see: ɔ 
cooking pot  n. oro 
cool  vi. yĩda kũ, see: yĩ1 
 vt. yĩda kũ, see: yĩ1 
cool (be)  vi. yĩ1 (1) 
cooperate  vi. dɔkɔĩ, see: dɔ2 
 vi. kɛ lɛɛlɛ, see: kɛ 
 vi. kpákɔĩ, see: kpá 
cooperate with  vt. ɔ kakara ...-o, see: ɔ 
copper  n. gotɛ ̃
 n. mɔ̃̀gotɛ,̃ see: mɔ̃̀ 
copula  part. bi1 
cord  n. bà2 
cord of robe  n. utaba, see: uta 
core of boil  n. zà1 
corn  n. gbado 
corner  n. kusuru 
corner of eye  n. wɛǵasɔ,̃ see: wɛ ́
cornered  n. kusurude, see: kusuru 
corpse  n. gɛ ̃̀ 
 n. pɔǵɛ, see: pɔ ́
correct  aadj. zɛd́e, see: zɛ ́
 adj. súsu (2) 
 vt. da zɛá, see: da2 
 vt. zãzã bo ...-nɛ, see: zã ...-a 
correction n. lɛd́amma, see: lɛ1́ 
correctly  adv. súsu 
corrupt  vt. yàku kpá 
cosmetic  n. mɛ ̃̀kɛkɛbɔ, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
Cotonou  sn. Kotonu 
cotton  n. buu1 
cotton capsule  n. buubɛ, see: buu1 
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cotton carder  n. buuwɛbobori, see: 
buu1 

cotton thread  n. sɔɔbuba, see: sɔɔbu 
coucal  n. lukudũdũ 
cough  n. tɔkɔ 
 vt. tɔkɔ o, see: tɔkɔ 
cough productively  vt. donkã o, see: 

donkã 
counsel  n. lɛd́amma, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. gba làakari, see: gba 
 vt. lɛ ́da ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
counsellor  n. lɛd́ammari, see: lɛ1́ 
count  vt. dedebaru kɛ, see: 

dedebaru 
 vt. dɔdɔ (1) 
 vt. naro 
counteract  vt. ɛzɛ yɔrɔ, see: ɛzɛ 
counting unit for things cn. mɛ ̃̀n, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
country  n. bùsu 
country people  n. lakutudenɔ, see: 

lakutu 
coupled  adv. kpàkakpaka 
courage  n. kùgbãna, see: kù1 
 n. swã̃̀ gbãna, see: swã̃̀ 
 n. wɔŕɔgɔ 
 n. wɔŕɔgɔkɛ, see: wɔŕɔgɔ 
courageous (be)  vt. kù kɛ gbãna, see: 

kù1 
course  n. ágba 
 n. turuba 
court  vt. bã̃̀ndara gá 
courteous person  n. sùrude, see: sùru 
covenant with (have)  vi. bàka kú kũ 

...-o, see: bàka2 
cover  vi. dɔdɔ, see: dɔ2 
 vt. ká ...-la, see: ká1 
 vt. kpá ...-lɛ, see: kpá 

 vt. kú...-la, see: kú 
 vt. kútɛ ...-a, see: kútɛ 
 vt. ɔ kpátɛ, see: ɔ 
cover over  vt. da ...-la, see: da2 
cover with leaves  vt. lá kú (...-la) (1), 

see: lá 
cover with mud  vt. bɔtɔtɔ pápa, see: 

bɔkɔtɔ 
covet  vi. luka ...-i, see: luka 
 vt. pɔ ́nia ká, see: pɔ ́
 vt. wɛ ́biri ...-a, see: wɛ ́
covetous person  n. wɛṕide, see: wɛ ́
covetousness  n. wɛṕi, see: wɛ ́
cow  n. zùda, see: zù 
cowherd's staff  n. zùdãgo, see: zù 
co-wife  n. gɔb̃a 
cow-manure  n. zùgbɔ,̃ see: zù 
cowpea  n. sĩ bundurunna, see: sĩ 
cowry  n. ɔgɔpura (1), see: ɔgɔ 
crab  n. ká2 
crack  n. gusɔkɔ, see: gu 
 vi. kaso2 
 vt. kaso2 
crackle  vi. tɛ ́... pũtã, see: tɛ3́ 
craft  n. ɔzĩ, see: ɔ 
craftily  adv. ɔñdɔ'̃ɔñdɔ,̃ see: ɔñdɔ ̃
craftiness  n. yãlɛkpɛre, see: yã1 
craftsman  n. ɔzĩkɛri, see: ɔ 
craftwork (do)  vt. ɔzĩ kɛ, see: ɔ 
crafty  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛvãnide, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
cramp  vt. dagura kɛ, see: dagura 
cramp up  vt. kyaa ká ...-gu 
crash  adv. bìtim 
 adv. gbìrim 
craving  n. pɔńidɛna, see: pɔ ́
crawl  vt. kù gátɛ, see: kù1 
craziness  n. bã̃̀nna, see: bã̃̀n 
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crazy person  n. wɛýukuyuku, see: wɛ ́
creased  adv. yúkuyuku 
create controversy  vt. ledikpa kɛ, see: 

ledi kpá 
creation  n. pɔḱɛna, see: pɔ ́
creator  n. kɛ ̃̀ri, see: kɛ 
Creator of all  sn. Pɔśĩndapinkikɛri, 

see: pɔ ́
creditor (possessed)  n. fĩnade (2), see: 

fĩna 
creep up on  vi. lɔɔtɛ ...-i 
crest  n. suta 
crested  n. sutade, see: suta 
crevasse  n. tɔ̃̃̀nɔwɛɛ, see: tɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
creviced  adj. sɔ̃̀kɔ 
cricket  n. vĩni 
crier  n. ɔɔ́dɔri, see: ɔ1́ 
crime  n. dà 
criminal  n. dàkɛri, see: dà 
cringe  vt. kã natɛ, see: kã2 
cripple  n. ɛrɛ 
 n. kɔ̃̃̀nɔde, see: kɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
 n. kpɛ ̃̀tɛ (2) 
crippled  vi. kakũn, see: ká1 
crippled (become)  vt. kpɛ ̃̀tɛ kũ, see: 

kpɛ ̃̀tɛ 
critic of God  n. ludavãnibori, see: Luda 
criticise  vt. pi2 
criticize  vt. bã̃̀nɛ bo, see: bã̃̀nɛ 
 vt. vãni bo, see: vãni 
crocodile  n. kwã 
crombec (bird)  n. tiitiinna sã̃̀tɛ, see: 

tiitiinna 
crooked  adj. kotina, see: koti 
crooked (be)  vi. koti 
cross  vi. bikũ 

cross (metal)  n. mɔ̃̀gbãndurukpana, 
see: mɔ̃̀ 

cross over  vt. pã ...-la, see: pã ...-i 
cross wood  vt. lígbãnduru kpá, see: lí1 
cross (wooden)  n. lígbãndurukpana, 

see: lí1 
crossbar  n. líkpakpa, see: lí1 
 n. lípãna, see: lí1 
crouch  vi. natɛ, see: na 
 vi. sɔ ̃pɛt́ɛ 
 vt. kutu kɛ, see: kutu 
crowd  n. pari 
 n. zãmaa 
crowd around  vi. gu pa ...-i, see: gu 
crowd in circle  n. zà3 
crowd out  vi. gu sí ...-a, see: gu 
crown  n. kífura, see: kí 
crowned crane  n. zãngoli, see: zã̃̀1 
cruel  adj. pãsĩ 
cruelty  n. pãsĩkɛ, see: pãsĩ 
crumb  n. bùru 
crumble  vt. sukuru pá (1) 
crush  adv. yã̃̀mayãma 
 vt. akara kɛ 
 vt. dúgu zɔ ̃
 vt. lɔ ́
 vt. sukã 
 vt. ú lɔ,́ see: ú 
crushed  adv. dúgudugu, see: dúgu zɔ ̃
cry  n. ɔ1́ 
 n. wiki 
cry aloud  vt. ɔ ́gbãna dɔ, see: ɔ1́ 
cry for dead person  vt. gɛ ̃̀ ɔɔ́ dɔ, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
cry for help  vt. faaba lɛ ́zu, see: faaba 
cry or sound (make)  vt. ɔ ́bo, see: ɔ1́ 
cry out (at)  vt. wiki lɛ ́(...-a), see: wiki 
cry out to  vi. pũtã ...-a, see: pũtã 
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cry out (to)  vt. ɔɔ́ dɔ (...-nɛ), see: ɔ1́ 
crying  n. ɔɔ́dɔ, see: ɔ1́ 
cubit  cn. gã̃̀sãkuru, see: gã̃̀1 
cultivate  vt. bú ba, see: bú 
cultivation  n. bú 
cultivator  n. búbari, see: bú 
cup  n. ímibɔ, see: í 
 n. kɔpu 
 n. toko 
curd  n. fãani 
curdled milk  n. vĩfãani, see: vĩ1 
curse  n. láari 
 vt. ká1 (3) 
 vt. láari bo ...-a, see: láari 
 vt. láari kɛ ...-a, see: láari 
 vt. lɛ ́kɛ ...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. sa vãni o ...-nɛ, see: sa 
curse in idol's name  vt. ká tãnaa, see: 

ká1 
curse in name of  vt. lɛ ́sɛ ́...-i, see: lɛ1́ 
curtain  n. lábure 
curved like drumstick  adv. kɔ̃̀mbɔ 
cushion  n. tìntin (1) 
custom  n. dɔńɛ 
 n. kɛ ̃̀otokɔñɛ, see: kɛ 

cut  vt. lí2 
 vt. líli, see: lí2 
 vt. zɔ1̃ 
 vt. zɔk̃ɔr̃ɛ, see: zɔ1̃ 
cut bananas off stem  vt. àyaba 

bobokɔã, see: àyaba 
cut down tree  vt. lí zɔ,̃ see: lí1 
cut grass  vt. sã̃̀ kɛ,̃ see: sã̃̀ 
cut off hair  vt. mìkã kɛr̃ɛ, see: mì 
cut on  vt. lí ...-a, see: lí2 
cut open  vt. para3 
cut out clitoris  vt. zã̃̀ zɔ,̃ see: zã̃̀ 
cut stem of bananas  vt. àyaba zɔ,̃ see: 

àyaba 
cut throat  vt. kùtu kpá 
cut up  vt. líkɔr̃ɛ, see: lí2 
 vt. lílikɔr̃ɛ, see: lí2 
 vt. zɔz̃ɔk̃ɔr̃ɛ, see: zɔ1̃ 
cutlass  n. ada 
 n. bòto 
 n. fɛñɛ'ada, see: fɛñɛ 
cutting grass  n. ɛñɛda, see: ɛñɛ 
cyclist  n. kɛkɛde, see: kɛkɛ 
cymbal  n. sã̃̀gɛ ̃

D  -  d 
 
dagger  n. fɛñɛdɔmpi, see: fɛñɛ 
dais  n. gbi ̃̃̀gba, see: gbi ̃̃̀1 
 n. tìntin (2) 
dam  n. ízɛki, see: í 
damage  vt. ásaru kɛ ...-nɛ, see: ásaru 
 vt. gudɛ kɛ, see: gu 
 vt. yaka 
Damascus  sn. Damasuku 

damp  adj. yĩda (1), see: yĩ1 
dampen  vt. mùsɛ kɛ, see: mùsɛ 
dampish  padj. yĩdanle, see: yĩ1 
dampness  n. mùsɛ 
dance  — ũ wã, see: ũ3 
 vt. gɛ ̃̀sɛ kɛ, see: gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
 vt. ũ zɔ,̃ see: ũ3 
dance band  n. konkoma (2) 
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dance music  n. konkoma (1) 
dance to band music  vt. konkoma wã, 

see: konkoma 
dancer  n. ũwãri, see: ũ3 
dancer's legging with seeds inside  n. 

soko 
danger  n. kari 
dangerous  adv. pãsĩpãsĩ, see: pãsĩ 
dark  adj. sisina, see: si1 
 adv. bùgubugu 
 adv. lùkuluku 
dark blue/green  adj. búgu 
dark flying insect that moves on water 

n. kaawibã 
dark leafed  adj. lásirade, see: lá 
dark place  n. gusisi, see: gu 
dark rock  n. gbɛ ̃̀sira, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
darken  vi. gu ... si, see: gu 
 vi. si1 
 vi. sisi, see: si1 
darkness  n. gusira, see: gu 
dash  n. gba 
 vt. gba 
dash gift  vt. gbada kɛ ...-nɛ, see: gba 
date  n. domina 
date palm  n. domina lí, see: domina 
daughter  n. nɛńɔgbɛ ̃(2), see: nɛ ́
David  sn. Dauda 
dawn  adv. gudɔo, see: gu 
 adv. gudɔnaao, see: gu 
 n. gudɔ(na), see: gu 
 vi. gu ... dɔ, see: gu 
day  n. gɔrɔ 
day after tomorrow  adv. ziando, see: 

zia1 
day before yesterday  adv. zukuru gĩa 
day of birth  n. igɔrɔ, see: i1 

day of circumcision  n. tɔ̃̃̀zɔg̃ɔrɔ, see: tɔ̃̃̀ 
day of death  n. gagɔrɔ, see: ga 
day of distress  n. takasikɛgɔrɔ, see: 

takasi 
day of punishment  n. wɛt́ãmmagɔrɔ, 

see: wɛ ́
day of wrath  n. pɔfɛb̃onyĩgɔrɔ, see: pɔ 
 n. pɔfɛk̃ipammagɔrɔ, see: pɔ 
daytime  adv. fãnantɛ ̃
dazed (be)  vt. wɛ ́likara, see: wɛ ́
de facto wife  aadj. yìgisaride, see: 

yìgi 
 n. nɔdanyĩ, see: nɔ 
dead raffia palm  n. zàmikutu, see: zà2 
dead raffia palm on fire  n. zàmikulu tɛ,́ 

see: zà2 
dead yam leaves  n. ása, see: á3 
deadly disease  n. gagagyã, see: ga 
deadly poison  n. sɛwɛtɛ,̃ see: sɛwɛ 
deaf and dumb  n. sãto kpaturugu, see: 

sã2 
deafness  n. sãto, see: sã2 
deal ruthlessly with  vi. zɛ ...-nɛ (2), 

see: zɛ 
death  n. ga 
debt  n. fĩna 
debtor (absolute)  n. fĩnade (1), see: 

fĩna 
deceit  n. manafiki 
deceitful  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛvãnide, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
deceitful person  n. ɛḱɛde, see: ɛḱɛ 
deceive  vt. kɛkɛ (2), see: kɛ 
 vt. ɔñdɔ ̃kɛ ...-nɛ, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
 vt. zãzã, see: zã ...-a 
deceived (be)  vi. sãtɛ 
 vi. zãzã, see: zã ...-a 
deceiver  n. gbɛb̃leri, see: gbɛ2̃ 
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 n. gbɛk̃ɛkɛri, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 n. manafikide, see: manafiki 
 n. ɔñdɔd̃e, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
 n. sãtɛri, see: sãtɛ 
deception  n. yãlɛkpɛre, see: yã1 
deceptive affair  n. manafikiyã, see: 

manafiki 
decide  vi. zɛó, see: zɛ ́
 vt. ditɛ 
declare innocent  vt. yã nna kpá ...-a, 

see: yã1 
decorate  vt. zã ble ...-a, see: zã1 
decorate house  vt. kpɛ ́kɛkɛ, see: kpɛ1́ 
decoration  n. zã1 
decrease  vi. lago 
 vt. lago 
dedicate  vt. sa kɛk̃ɔr̃ɛ, see: sa 
deed  n. yã1 (4) 
 n. yãkɛna, see: yã1 
deep  adj. lòkoto 
deep abscess  n. bɔ̃̀bũnu, see: bɔ̃̀ 
deep and narrow  adv. zúruru 
deep down  adv. zĩtɛzĩtɛ, see: zĩtɛ 
deep in  pp. pɔ̃̀rɔtu, see: pɔ̃̀rɔ 
deep inside  pp. tú 
deep pit  n. zĩngowɛɛ, see: zĩngo 
deep sighs  adv. zã̃̀azãa 
deeply moved (be)  vt. nɛ ̃̀sɛyɔkɔ sí, 

see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
defeat  n. fuana, see: fu 
 vt. fu 
defeated  adv. búgubugu 
defect  n. mamberu 
defective  aadj. mamberude, see: 

mamberu 
defend  vt. yã sí ...-la, see: yã1 

defend oneself  vi. gí kũ ... zĩdao, see: 
gí 

defer to  vi. natɛ ...-nɛ, see: na 
 vt. mì natɛ ...-nɛ, see: mì 
defile  vt. gbã̃̀ lɛ ́(1), see: gbã̃̀ 
defiled (be)  vt. gbãsĩ lɛ,́ see: gbãsĩ2 
defiled person  n. gbãsĩde, see: gbãsĩ2 
defilement  n. gbã̃̀ 
 n. gbãsĩ2 
deflate  vt. fɛ ̃̀ɛ sí, see: fɛ ̃̀ɛ 
deflation (ball)  adv. fɛ ̃̀kutu 
deflation (tyre, cushion)  adv. fɛ ̃̀ɛkuu, 

see: fɛ ̃̀ɛ 
deforestation  n. gbàada 
 n. kàsa 
defy  vt. kùsɛ biri ...-a, see: kù1 
 vt. lɛ ́ɛ ́...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
deity  n. ludakɛna, see: Luda 
dejected  adv. zɔ̃̀lɔlɔ 
delay  vi. gì kɛ 
 vi. zɛzɛ (2), see: zɛ 
 vt. dãdã, see: dã1 
 vt. dãdã ...-i, see: dã1 
delayed  n. gìkɛna, see: gì kɛ 
deliberately  adv. gbĩnigbĩni, see: gbĩni 
deliberately do  vt. gbĩni kɛ, see: gbĩni 
deliberately (do)  vt. yɔãn kɛ 
deliberation  n. gbĩni 
delicious  adv. swánswan 
delight  n. pɔnnakɛbɔ, see: pɔ 
demolish  vt. gboro 
demolish house  vt. kpɛ ́wí, see: kpɛ1́ 
demon  n. tãna (3) 
 n. zĩni2 
demonise  vi. di ...-a, see: di 
demote  vt. kĩa 
den  n. tò 
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Dendi  sn. Dɛndi 
 sn. Mare (1) 
Denham's bustard  n. yakpa 
denial of sleep  n. itɛ,̃ see: i2 
denigrate  vt. gyam kɛ ...-a, see: gyam 
 vt. kɛ pɔḱe ũro, see: kɛ 
dense  adv. gbìgiri 
deny (knowing someone)  vt. ledi kpá 

...-i, see: ledi kpá 
deny oneself  vi. gí zĩdai, see: gí 
deny sleep  vt. i tɛ,̃ see: i2 
deny (statement)  vi. gí ...-i (3), see: gí 
depart  vi. gɛ ̃zɛĺa, see: gɛ2̃ 
 vi. tá 
departure time  adv. tágɔrɔ, see: tá 
depend on  vt. mɛ ̃̀ kpá ...-a, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
deploy forces  vt. zi ̃̃̀'ɔ poro, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
depravity  n. yãkpɛdangara, see: yã1 
depressed (be)  vt. pɔsira kɛ, see: pɔ 
depression between collarbone and neck 

n. wakawɛɛ, see: waka 
deprive  vi. gí ...-nɛ, see: gí 
depth  n. lɔ̃̀ 
deputy  n. kpàasi 
descend  vi. kipa (1) 
desert  n. gbáranna 
design  n. wãnzãn 
design tattooed on woman's lower back 

n. wózĩwɛñzã, see: wó1 
designate  vt. gbɛ ̃kpá, see: gbɛ2̃ 
desirable  aadj. nide, see: ni1 
 aadj. pɔyeina, see: pɔ 
desire  n. ni1 
 n. pɔyeina, see: pɔ 
 n. pɔńidɛna, see: pɔ ́
 vi. luka ...-i, see: luka 
 vt. ni dɛ, see: ni1 

 vt. pɔ ... gba, see: pɔ 
desirer  n. nidɛri, see: ni1 
despise  vt. gya bo 
despise because of smell  vt. gbĩ bo, 

see: gbĩ1 
despite  c. bee kũ ...-o, see: bee 
destination  n. zɛḿilɛ, see: zɛ ́
destitute person  n. pɔśaride, see: pɔ ́
destitution  n. pɔśaridekɛ, see: pɔ ́
destroy  vi. zɛ ...-nɛ (2), see: zɛ 
 vt. kakatɛ 
destroyed  adv. dúgudugu, see: dúgu zɔ ̃
destroyed (be)  vi. kakatɛ 
destroyer  n. kakatɛri, see: kakatɛ 
 n. pɔḱakatɛri, see: pɔ ́
 n. yàkari, see: yaka 
detach  vi. go 
 vi. gutɛ 
 vi. poro 
 vt. go ...-a, see: go 
 vt. piti 
 vt. poro 
detach from  vt. poro ...-a, see: poro 
detain  vt. gì kɛ 
deteriorate  vi. yaka 
detest  vi. gí ... kãi, see: gí 
detestable person  n. bɛgiri, see: bɛ1 
 n. zãnguride, see: zã ...-gu 
devastate  vt. sunyĩ kpá ...-i, see: su 
devastate, bring calamity on  vt. yã yá 

...-a, see: yã1 
devastated  adv. dúgudugu, see: dúgu 

zɔ ̃
devastated (be)  vt. sunyĩ kɛ, see: su 
devastator  n. guyakari, see: gu 
deviate  vi. pã ...-nɛ, see: pã ...-i 
Devil  sn. Ibilisi 
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 sn. Setan 
dew  n. mɔtɔ 
 n. plí 
dew (fall)  vi. mɔtɔ ... kpá/pisi, see: 

mɔtɔ 
dewlap  n. laba1 
diameter  n. yàasa gbã̃̀na, see: yàasa 
diamond  n. diamɔ 
diarrhoea (have)  vt. gbɔ̃̃̀ bɔtɛ, see: gbɔ̃̃̀ 
 vt. gbɔ̃̃̀bɔtɛ kɛ, see: gbɔ̃̃̀ 
dice  n. lidowɛ 
die  vi. ga 
 vi. kpágui, see: kpá 
 vi. kpágula, see: kpá 
 vt. andunia tó, see: andunia 
die (many)  vi. gaga, see: ga 
different  adv. adona, see: ado 
 adv. adonadona, see: ado 
 adv. donadona, see: do 
 adv. pómpom 
 padj. donadona, see: do 
differentiate  vt. dɔk̃ɔñɛ, see: dɔ1̃ 
difficult (for)  adv. zĩ'ũ (...-nɛ), see: zĩ2 
difficult for someone (be)  vi. kɛ ...-nɛ/-

a zĩ ũ, see: kɛ 
difficult to pull up or chew  adv. 

tàkoko 
dig  vt. bi2 
 vt. yɔ2̃ 
dig a lot  vt. yɔỹɔ,̃ see: yɔ2̃ 
dig clay  vt. gbi ̃̃̀ kɔ, see: gbi ̃̃̀1 
dig up  vt. mutɛ 
dig up tree  vt. lí bi, see: lí1 
digger  n. diga 
diggings  n. vù (2) 
diluted porridge  n. ífaru, see: í 
diminish  vi. busa 

 vi. lago 
diminutive affix  part. -na2 
dimly  adv. dãadãa 
dip  vt. dã2 
 vt. vlɛ ̃
 vt. zɔ1̃ 
dipper (for bathing)  n. toko 
direct  vt. da zɛá, see: da2 
direction  n. ágba 
 n. kpa 
 n. turuba 
direction of pointing  n. ɔdɔki, see: ɔ 
directly  adv. tíii 
dirge  n. wɛñdalɛ, see: wɛñda 
dirt  n. bìsa 
 n. gbãsĩ2 
dirty  vi. kɛ gbãsĩ, see: kɛ 
disability  n. kɔ̃̃̀nɔkɛ, see: kɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
disabled  n. kɔ̃̃̀nɔde, see: kɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
disabled (be)  vt. kɔ̃̃̀nɔ kú, see: kɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
disagree  vt. ledi kpá 
disagree with  vt. ĩni kɛ ...-o, see: ĩni1 
disagreeable  adj. ĩni1 
disagreeably  adv. ĩni1 
disagreement  n. ledikpa, see: ledi kpá 
disappear  vi. gɛt̃ɛ, see: gɛ2̃ 
 vi. nagui, see: na 
 vt. dibi lɛ ́
 vt. gusi kɛ, see: gu 
disapprove  vt. wɛ ́biri ...-a, see: wɛ ́
disapprover  n. sasingude, see: sa 
disassociate oneself from  vt. kɔrɔ lɛ ́

...-a (2) 
 vt. mì bo ...-n, see: mì 
disaster  n. sunyĩ, see: su 
discernment  n. asãnsĩni 
disciple  n. ìba 
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discipleship  n. ìbakɛ, see: ìba 
discipline  n. foru 
 vt. foru dɔ ...-a, see: foru 
 vt. foru kɛ, see: foru 
 vt. toto 
 vt. zãzã bo ...-nɛ, see: zã ...-a 
discord  sn. Ibilisi 
discourage  vt. kã dɛ, see: kã2 
discouraged  adv. búgubugu 
 vi. ã'ã 
 vi. kã ga, see: kã2 
discouraged (be)  vt. koso kútɛ, see: 

koso 
discreet answerer  n. yãwemmadɔr̃i, 

see: yã1 
discrete (be)  vt. lɛ ́kú ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
discuss  vt. lɛ ́kákara, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛ ́kpakũsũ (2), see: lɛ1́ 
disdain  vt. bɔtɔ bo, see: bɔtɔ 
disengage from  vt. ɔ bo ...-n, see: ɔ 
dish  n. ta1 
dishonour  vt. kpe bo 
disintegrate  vi. yɔ ́
dislocate  vi. bokũn, see: bo2 
 vi. gboro 
 vi. kpákũ, see: kpá 
disloyal person  n. náanisaride, see: 

náani 
dismayed (be)  vi. gasu gɔ ̃kpá wɛí, see: 

gasu 
 vi. sɔ ̃pɛt́ɛ 
 vt. gɛrɛ kpá ... wɛí, see: gɛrɛ 
disobedience  n. yãdasarikɛ, see: yã1 
disobedient person  n. 

sãyãmarisaride, see: sã2 
 n. yãdarisari, see: yã1 

disobedient to (become)  vi. gbãgbã 
...-nɛ, see: gbãgbã 

disobey concerning  vt. zã ...-nɛ ...-a, 
see: zã ...-a 

disorder  n. kɔỹãmasari, see: kɔ1̃ 
disorderly  aadj. yàa 
 adv. yàaya, see: yàa 
disown  vi. gí ...-i (1), see: gí 
disperse  vi. fãkɔã, see: fã 
 vt. fãkɔã, see: fã 
 vt. lala o 
disposition  n. kã2 (2) 
 n. kɛna, see: kɛ 
disprove  vt. ... ɛḱɛ bo, see: ɛḱɛ 
dispute  n. yã1 (7) 
 n. yãkete, see: yã1 
disregard  vt. mìkpɛrɛ zu ...-nɛ, see: mì 
disrespect  n. dɔkɛ 
 n. wé'isari, see: wé'i 
disrespectful  n. wé'isaride, see: wé'i 
dissatisfaction  n. pɔ'ĩni, see: pɔ 
 n. pɔpɛt̃ɛ,̃ see: pɔ 
dissatisfation  n. pɛt̃ɛ ̃
dissolve  vi. yɔ ́
distaff  n. buuka, see: buu1 
 n. fere (2) 
distance  n. kpango 
 n. zàa1 
 n. zã̃̀2 
distant  adv. zã̃̀zã, see: zã̃̀2 
distress  n. takasi 
 n. wɛt́ãmma, see: wɛ ́
distressed  padj. kakũnna, see: ká1 
distribute  vt. biitɛ 
 vt. kpaatɛ(tɛ) 
distributor  n. kpàatɛri, see: kpaatɛ(tɛ) 
disturb  vi. kpá ...-nɛ, see: kpá 
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 vt. yaka 
disturbed (be)  vi. ya (2) 
dive  vi. vlɛ ̃
divide  vt. kpaatɛ(tɛ) 
divide household  vt. gita kpákɔñɛ, see: 

gita 
divide up  vi. kpaatɛkɔr̃ɛ, see: 

kpaatɛ(tɛ) 
divination  n. màso 
divine; augur  vt. màso kɛ, see: màso 
divine power  n. ludakɛgbãna, see: 

Luda 
diviner  n. màsokɛri, see: màso 
divining place  n. màsokɛki, see: màso 
divining tool  n. màsokɛbɔ, see: màso 
divinity  n. ludakɛna, see: Luda 
divorce  n. gínyĩyã, see: gí 
 n. yìgidɛyã, see: yìgi 
 vi. gí ...-i (1), see: gí 
divorce certificate  n. yìgidɛtakada, see: 

yìgi 
divorce woman  vi. pɛ ́nɔa, see: pɛ ́
Djerma  sn. Zabaruma 
Djougou  sn. Zugu 
do  vt. kɛ 
do again  vi. kɛkɛ, see: kɛ 
 vt. sigɔ ̃kɛ 
do before (Stative)  vi. gĩnakɛ 
do first  vi. gĩnakɛ 
do for  vt. o ...-nɛ, see: o1 
do for each other  vt. kɛkɔñɛ, see: kɛ 
do for/to  vt. kɛ ...-nɛ, see: kɛ 
do good  vt. mana kɛ, see: mana 
do to/on  vt. o ...-a, see: o1 
do (with certain Objects)  vt. o1 
dock  n. dɔki, see: dɔ2 
doctor  n. likita 

dodge  vi. ɛ ̃...-nɛ 
 vi. pã ...-nɛ, see: pã ...-i 
doer  n. kɛ ̃̀ri, see: kɛ 
doer of God's will  n. 

ludapɔyenyĩnakɛri, see: 
Luda 

doer of good  n. yãmanakɛri, see: yã1 
doesn't sacrifice to God  n. 

ludagbagbarisari, see: Luda 
dog  n. gbɛ3̃ 
Dogongari  sn. Dogongari 
Doko  sn. Doko 
dome  n. mìsɔñtɛ, see: mì 
domestic animal  n. pɔḱãde, see: pɔ ́
 n. pɔĺɛbũnũ, see: pɔ ́
domestic pig  n. alɛdɛ 
dominion  n. kíbleki, see: kí 
don scarf  vt. gífa kpá, see: gífa 
donkey  n. zaaki 
don't  pr. ǹsun ...-ro, see: ǹ 
don't (Pl.)  pr. àsun, see: à2 
door  n. gbà (2) 
door-keeper  n. zɛd́ãkpãri, see: zɛ ́
door-keeping  n. zɛd́ãkparikɛ, see: zɛ ́
dormouse  n. líwɛɛ'ɛñɛ, see: lí1 
 n. zà'ɛñɛ, see: zà2 
Doro  sn. Dɔ̃̀rɔ 
doubled up  vi. kakũn, see: ká1 
double-dealer  n. lɛṕlade, see: lɛ1́ 
double-minded  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛplade, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
double-mindedness  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛpla, see: 

nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
doubt  n. fɛña 
 n. sika 
 vt. sika kɛ, see: sika 
dove  n. lukuluku 
 n. potɛñɛ 
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down  adv. zĩtɛ 
down beside  pp. gɛĩ 
downcast  adv. dɔ̃̀lɔlɔ 
downgrade oneself  vt. zĩda lago, see: 

zĩda 
drag  vt. gátɛ, see: gá 
dragon  n. kwã kàsara, see: kwã 
drain  vt. yo 
draw  vt. gá (1) 
 vt. gá (2) 
 vt. tɔ2́ 
 vt. tɔt́ɔ, see: tɔ2́ 
draw bow  vt. sá gá, see: sá 
draw breath  vt. ĩa gá, see: ĩa 
draw lots  vt. lídana kɛ, see: lí1 
 vt. líkpana kɛ, see: lí1 
draw on cigarette  vt. tába gá, see: taba 
draw out  vt. gága, see: gá 
 vt. gákɔã, see: gá 
draw out affair  vt. yã gága, see: yã1 
draw straws/lots  vt. kàpa kpá, see: 

kàpa 
draw water (from pot)  vt. í dã, see: í 
dreadful thing  n. vĩnapɔ, see: vĩna 
dream  n. nana 
 vt. nana o, see: nana 
dreamer  n. nana'ori, see: nana 
dregs  n. gã̃̀sã 
dress  n. tobi 
 vt. pɔḱasa da, see: pɔ ́
 vt. uta da, see: uta 
dress skin  vt. bára toto, see: bára 
dress up  vt. zã ble, see: zã1 
dribble from nose  n. kyã̃̀'i, see: kyã̃̀ 
dried okra  n. kpè'akã, see: kpè 
drink  n. ímina, see: í 
 n. pɔḿina, see: pɔ ́

 vt. mi 
drink offering  n. sa'o'i, see: sa 
drink waiter  n. íkpaatɛri, see: í 
drinkable  adj. mina, see: mi 
drinking bout  n. wɛm̃ikɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: wɛ1̃ 
drinking place  n. ímiki, see: í 
drinking straw  n. fere'imibɔ, see: fere 
drinking trough  n. gó ímiki, see: gó 
drip  vi. tɔ2́ 
 vi. tɔt́ɔ, see: tɔ2́ 
drip blood  vt. aru tɔ,́ see: aru 
dripping water  n. ítɔtɔna, see: í 
drive (animals)  vt. kpakɛ (2) 
drive chariot  vt. gó fĩ, see: gó 
drive crazy  vt. bã̃̀nna ká ...-gu, see: 

bã̃̀n 
drive out  vt. yĩpa 
driver  n. fi ̃̃̀ri, see: fĩ 
driver (of animals)  n. kpàkɛri, see: 

kpakɛ 
drongo  n. wesibã, see: we1 
drought  n. dekara 
 n. legũmanasari, see: legũ 
drowsiness  n. mɛ ̃̀kpɛtɛ, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
drum  n. dirɔm 
 n. gã̃̀gã 
drunk (be)  vt. í sɛ,́ see: í 
 vt. wɛd̃ɛ kɛ, see: wɛ1̃ 
drunkard  n. ídɛri, see: í 
 n. wɛd̃ɛri, see: wɛ1̃ 
dry  adj. kori (2) 
 vt. kori kɛ, see: kori 
 vt. kori kakara, see: kori 
dry and light (like old carcass)  adv. 

kokoroko 
dry (become)  vt. kori kũ, see: kori 
dry land  n. gukori, see: gu 
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dry season  n/adv. sakare1 
dry up  vi. bába 
dryness  n. kori 
duck  n. sɛḱɛ 
duiker antelope  n. gãsi, see: gã1 
dull  adv. dɔ̃̀lɔlɔ 
 adv. lùkuluku 
dull student  n. kyódɔr̃isari, see: kyó 
dung  n. gbɔ̃̃̀ 
duplicity  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛpla, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
during  pp. tɛ2́ 
during (ex. rain)  pp. zã2 
dusk  adv. ɔkɔsialɛzio, see: ɔkɔsi 

dust  n. bùsutiti, see: bùsu 
 n. lukutɛ,̃ see: luku 
dwarf crocodile  n. kwãnako, see: 

kwã 
dwelling  n. kúki, see: kú 
dye pit  n. òsiwɛɛ, see: òsi 
dye pit area  n. wɛra 
dye with henna  vt. anzina yĩ, see: 

anzina 
dye with indigo  vt. òsi kɛ, see: òsi 
dynamo  n. fitila'oro, see: fitila 
dysentery  n. bãdubãdu 

E  -  e 
 
each one  pr. baadi 
each other  pr. kɔ1̃ 
eagerly  adv. ɔplapla, see: ɔ 
eagle  n. vãu 
eagle species  n. bátɛ ̃
eagle-owl  n. kórohũhũ, see: kóro 
ear  n. sã2 
ear-lobe  n. sãlɛbara, see: sã2 
early  adv. káaku 
early dawn  n. gulukuluku, see: gu 
early dry season  adv. sã̃̀tãntɛg̃ɔrɔ, see: 

sã̃̀ 
early morning  adv. kɔnkɔkɔnkɔ, see: 

kɔnkɔ 
early rains  n. kábura, see: ká1 
 n. zùnɔ legũ, see: zù 
earnest (be)  vt. ania kɛ, see: ania 
earring  n. pɔśã, see: pɔ ́
earth  n. zĩtɛ 
earth for building  n. ɛt̃i, see: ɛ ̃

earthquake  n. zĩtɛyĩgãyĩgãna, see: zĩtɛ 
earthworm  n. igo 
 n. ĩɔni 
easily  adv. fàa 
east  n. ifãboki, see: ifã 
eastern people  n. ifãbokikpadenɔ, see: 

ifã 
easy  adj. araga 
 adv. araga 
eat  vt. ble (1) 
 vt. pɔ ́ble, see: pɔ ́
eat and not leave any for others vt. ú bo 

tan, see: ú 
eat honey  vt. zɔ ́ble, see: zɔ ́
eat meat  vt. nɔ̃̀bɔ só, see: nɔ̃̀bɔ 
eat pap  vt. ú ble, see: ú 
eater  n. blèri, see: ble 
 n. pɔb́leri, see: pɔ ́
eating place  n. pɔb́leki, see: pɔ ́
eave  n. kpɛśaka, see: kpɛ1́ 
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 n. saka2 
edge  n. lɛ1́ (2) 
edge of world  n. andunia lɛźɛki, see: 

andunia 
effort  n. ania (1) 
 n. kokari 
egg  n. nɛǵbĩni, see: nɛ ́
egret  n. bukambo 
Egypt  sn. Misila 
Egyptian cobra  n. kárefufutɛ,̃ see: káre 
eh! exc. é'e 
 exc. yɔɔ́ 
eight  num. sɔraakɔ ̃
eighteen  num. gɛr̃o awɛɛ'aakɔ,̃ see: 

gɛr̃o 
eighteenth  aadj. baro plansaride, see: 

baro 
 aadj. gɛr̃o awɛɛ'aakɔd̃e, see: 

gɛr̃o 
eighth  aadj. sɔraakɔd̃e, see: sɔraakɔ ̃
eighty  num. basiikɔ ̃
eighty five  num. basiikɔ ̃asɔɔro, see: 

basiikɔ ̃
elbow  n. gã̃̀sãkuru, see: gã̃̀1 
electric fish  n. nunu 
elephant  n. kíwisa, see: kí 
 n. wisa 
eleven  num. kuri awɛɛdo, see: kuri 
eleventh  aadj. kuriawɛɛdode, see: 

kuri 
Elijah  sn. Ilia 
elongate  vt. dai, see: da2 
eloquent (mouth)  adj. nna 
elude  vi. gbãtɛ ...-nɛ, see: gbãtɛ 
emaciate  vi. yãyã 
emaciated  aadj. yãyãna, see: yãyã 
embarrass  vt. wé'i da ...-a, see: wé'i 

embarrassed (be)  vt. wé'í dɛ, see: wé'i 
embarrassing matter  n. wé'iyã, see: wé'i 
embarrassing person  n. wé'idammari, 

see: wé'i 
embarrassment  n. wé'i 
embolden  vt. gba swã̃̀, see: gba 
embrace  vi. mlɛ ̃...-a, see: mlã̃̀ 
 vi. mlɛm̃lɛ ̃...-a, see: mlã̃̀ 
 vt. kpá ... kùla, see: kpá 
embrace a person  vt. ɔ lika ...-i, see: ɔ 
emit  vi. dɔ2 (1) 
 vi. kpá 
emollient  aadj. dɔkɔna, see: dɔkɔ 
 n. nísidɔkɔna, see: nísi 
emphasis particle  part. bi1 
employee  n. gbasekɛri, see: gbase 
emptiness  n. gukori, see: gu 
 n. kori 
empty  adj. kori (1) 
empty shell  n. tóko 
empty-handed  adv. ɔkori, see: ɔ 
emulsify oil  vt. nísi dɛ, see: nísi 
enable  vt. gba zɛ,́ see: gba 
encircle  vi. lìka ...-i, see: lika1 
enclosure  n. kara2 
enclosure gate  n. karalɛ, see: kara2 
encourage  vt. gba swã̃̀, see: gba 
 vt. karana kɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

kara1 
 vt. laakari kpátɛ, see: laakari 
 vt. sɛ ́musu, see: sɛ1́ 
encourage spirit's coming  vt. tãna kɛkɛ, 

see: tãna 
encouragement  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛyĩdakũna, see: 

nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
encourager  n. laakarikpatɛri, see: 

laakari 
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encouraging  aadj. karana, see: kara1 
end  n. lɛ1́ (2) 
end of the world  n. andunialakagɔrɔ, 

see: andunia 
end up  vi. láka 
ending  n. mìdɛki, see: mì 
endless  aadj. lakanasari, see: láka 
 adv. lakanaa sari, see: láka 
end-time  n. lákagɔrɔ, see: láka 
endurance  n. mɛnakɛ, see: mɛna 
endure  vi. mɛna 
 vt. fɔ2̃ 
 vt. mɛna fɔ,̃ see: mɛna 
enemies with (make)  vt. ibɛrɛ kpá/sɛ ́

kũ ...-o, see: ibɛrɛ 
enemy  n. ibɛrɛ 
 n. kparaside 
 n. wɛtɛri, see: wɛ 
engaged (become)  vt. yìgi yĩ, see: yìgi 
engagement  n. yìgi 
English  n. anasara yã, see: anasara 
engulf  vt. kpákɔr̃ɛ, see: kpá 
enjoy life  vt. andunia ble, see: andunia 
 vt. nna ma, see: nna 
enjoyment  n. nnamana, see: nna 
enlightened about (be)  vi. wɛ ́kɛ ̃...-a, 

see: wɛ ́
enlightened person  n. wɛḱɛr̃i, see: wɛ ́
enough  adv. mɔkɔãna, see: mɔ1́ 
 vi. mɔ ́...-a, see: mɔ1́ 
enquiring question marker  part. kó 
entangle  vt. kakũn, see: ká1 
enter  vi. gɛ2̃ 
 vt. gɛ2̃ 
enter into  vi. gɛ ̃...-gu, see: gɛ2̃ 
enter into trance  vt. wɛ ́gá da ...-la, 

see: wɛ ́

entertain  vt. yàri kɛ, see: yàri 
entertain visitor  vt. nibɔ kɛ/kũ, see: 

nibɔ 
entertainment  n. yàri 
enthusiastically  adv. ɔplapla, see: ɔ 
entrails  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛ'aso, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
entrance hut  n. gãnu 
entrance of house  n. kpɛĺɛlɛ, see: kpɛ1́ 
entrance to entrance hut  n. gãnulɛ, 

see: gãnu 
entrust  vt. kpá ... ɔĩ, see: kpá 
entrust to  vt. na ...-nɛ ... ɔĩ, see: na 
epidemic  n. gyãgɛw̃ɛt̃ɛ, see: gyã 
epilepsy  n. gasinda 
 n. lɛt́ɛlɛtɛgyã, see: lɛt́ɛ 
epileptic  n. gasindade, see: gasinda 
 n. lɛt́ɛlɛtɛgyãde, see: lɛt́ɛ 
equal  adv. sárasara, see: sára 
equal (be) vi. kpakũsũ, see: kpá 
equality  n. sára 
 n. sárakɛ, see: sára 
equally  adv. lɛɛlɛlɛɛlɛ, see: lɛɛlɛ 
equivalent to (Essive)  pp. ũ2 
erase  vt. gogo, see: go 
erect  vt. pɛt́ɛ (1), see: pɛ ́
 vt. pɛt́ɛpɛtɛ, see: pɛ ́
erect hut/tent  vt. kuta dɔ, see: kuta 
erection site  n. pɛt́ɛki, see: pɛ ́
erosion  n. tɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
Esau  sn. Isau 
escape  vi. piti ...-a, see: piti 
 vt. bàa sí (...-nɛ), see: bà3 
escape by another route  vi. kpo lɛ ́
escape from  vi. woto ...-a, see: woto 
 vt. mì bo ...-n, see: mì 
especially  c. atɛñsa 
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eternal life  n. wã̃̀ndi kũ àdi lákaro, 
see: wã̃̀ndi 

Eternal One  sn. Gɔrɔsĩndapinkide, see: 
gɔrɔ 

Ethiopia  sn. Etiopia 
European  n. bárapura, see: bára 
evangelist  n. baarunnakpari, see: baaru 
evaporate  vi. baasa 
Eve  sn. Awau 
 sn. Hawau 
even  adv. beese, see: bee 
 adv. se (2) 
 c. bee 
evening  adv. ɔkɔsi 
every  aadj. pínki 
 aadj. sĩnda 
everyone  n. andunia (2) 
 n. gbɛ ̃sĩnda pínki, see: gbɛ2̃ 
everywhere  adv. gu sĩnda pinki, see: 

gu 
evidence  n. sèeda 
evil  adj. vãni 
 adj. zara 
evil (do)  vt. vãni kɛ, see: vãni 
evil eye  n. wɛ ́pãsĩ, see: wɛ ́
 n. wɛd́o, see: wɛ ́
evil intent  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛvãni, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
evildoer  n. vãnikɛri, see: vãni 
 n. yãvãnikɛri, see: yã1 
 n. zarakɛri, see: zara 
ewe  n. sãda, see: sã1 
ewe-lamb  n. sãnunu, see: sã1 
exact nature  n. sãnsãn 
exactly  adv. kyáukyau, see: kyáu 
 adv. sãnsãn 
exaggerate  vt. yã naasi o ...-nɛ, see: 

yã1 

exalt  vt. kara1 
exalt oneself  vt. zĩda gba, see: zĩda 
 vt. zĩda sɛ ́lei, see: zĩda 
exalt (self)  vt. bi2 
examine  vt. gwagwa, see: gwa 
 vt. wɛ ́kpátɛ ́...-i, see: wɛ ́
 vt. wɛ ́pɛ ́...-i, see: wɛ ́
 vt. wɛ ́tɛ ́...-i, see: wɛ ́
example  n. yã taka, see: yã1 
excavation  n. tùkuruwɛɛ 
 n. vù (2) 
excavation from hole  n. buu2 
except  c. séde (... baasiro), see: sé 
 pp. baasi 
excessive  adv. ári 
 vi. fɛ ̃
excessive (be)  vi. di ...-la, see: di 
exchange  vt. lilin kɛ 
exchange money  vt. ɔgɔ lilin kɛ, see: 

ɔgɔ 
excite  vt. tɛ ́kpá ...-gu, see: tɛ3́ 
exclusively  adv. tɛñɛtɛñɛ, see: tɛñɛ 
 pp. tɛñɛ 
excreta  n. gbɔ̃̃̀ 
excrete  vt. gbɔ̃̃̀ pá, see: gbɔ̃̃̀ 
excuse me!  exc. gaafara 
excuse oneself  vt. gaafara kɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

gaafara 
exercise  vt. mɛ ̃̀ toto, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
exhausted  adv. búgubugu 
exhaustion  n. búgubugukɛ, see: 

búgubugu 
 n. kpasa'i, see: kpasa 
exhort  vt. nakɔr̃ɛ ...-o, see: na 
exile  n. zi ̃̃̀zɔ, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
 n. zi ̃̃̀zɔkɛ, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
exist  vi. kú 
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existence  n. kunna, see: kú 
existence in heaven  n. kunnamusukɛ, 

see: kú 
exit  n. boki, see: bo2 
exorcise  vt. go ...-a, see: go 
exorcise possessing spirit  vt. tãna go 

...-a, see: tãna 
exorcist  n. tãnagori, see: tãna 
expand  vi. bobo, see: bo2 
 vi. wɛw̃ɛ,̃ see: wɛ2̃ 
 vt. pia 
expectation  n. wɛd́ɔina, see: wɛ ́
expectorate  vt. kàkũ kɛ, see: kàkũ 
experience lust  vi. mɛ ̃̀ ... futɛ, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
experience physical comfort  vt. mɛ ̃̀nna 

ma, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
explain  vt. bɔkɔtɛ (...-nɛ) 
explain meaning  vt. àlesi bɔkɔtɛ, see: 

àlesi 
explanation  n. bɔkɔtɛna, see: bɔkɔtɛ 

(...-nɛ) 
explode  vi. pũtã 
explore  vt. yakɛ 
expose  vt. bi2 
expose (chest)  vt. biri ...-a, see: biri2 
expose to danger  vt. kari dɔ ...-a, see: 

kari 
exposed (food)  adv. lɛ'́ɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
express  vt. o1 

express dissatisfaction  vt. lɛśuru ká, 
see: lɛ1́ 

express superiority  vt. denla mɔ ́...-
nɛ, see: de3 

expressing incertitude  part. sɛɛ́ 
expression of surprise  exc. haba 
extend  vi. da2 
 vt. ɔ tá, see: ɔ 
 vt. poro 
extent  n. lɛ1́ (2) 
external matter  n. mɛ ̃̀barayã, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
extinguish fire  vt. tɛ ́dɛ, see: tɛ3́ 
extortion  n. gbɛb̃le'ɔgɔ, see: gbɛ2̃ 
extract  vt. wo 
 vt. woro 
 vt. woto 
extract core of boil  vt. zà bo, see: zà1 
extremity  n. lɛźɛki, see: lɛ1́ 
extricate oneself from affair  vi. bo yãn, 

see: bo2 
eye  n. wɛ ́(1) 
eye excretion  n. wɛv́u, see: wɛ ́
eye of needle  n. pɔrɔwɛɛ, see: pɔrɔ 
eye socket  n. wɛt́oko, see: wɛ ́
eyeball  n. wɛńɛ, see: wɛ ́
eyebrow  n. wɛḿusukã, see: wɛ ́
eyelash  n. wɛḱã, see: wɛ ́
eyelid  n. wɛb́ara, see: wɛ ́
eye-shadow  n. kiro 
eye-shadow tube  n. kirokpɛ, see: kiro 

F  -  f 
 
face  n. arɛ 
 n. ãn 
 vt. lɛ ́ɛ ́...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 

 vt. wɛ ́dɔ ...-a, see: wɛ ́
face each other in battle  vt. kù nakɔã, 

see: kù1 
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face to face  adv. tɛt̃ɛñtɛ ̃
 adv. wɛd́ewɛ, see: wɛ ́
facing each other  vi. dɔdɔkɔã, see: dɔ2 
faded  adj. fàuu 
faded skin complaint  n. nɛrɛ 
fail concerning  vi. fu ...-a, see: fu 
failure  n. funakɛ, see: fu 
 n. futɛna, see: futɛ 
faithful  n. náanide, see: náani 
faithfulness  n. náanikɛ, see: náani 
faithless deed  n. náanisariyã, see: 

náani 
Faku  sn. Fakũ 
falcon  n. bòro 
 n. kúrundai, see: kúru o/kɛ 
fall  vi. lɛt́ɛ 
 vi. nɛ 
fall down  vi. bakɛ ̃
fall in  vi. sikũn, see: si2 
fall on  vi. lɛt́ɛ ...-a, see: lɛt́ɛ 
 vi. tɔ ̃...-a, see: tɔ2̃ 
fall over  vi. bo lɛt́ɛ, see: bo2 
 vi. kpá ...-la, see: kpá 
fall over often  vi. lɛt́ɛlɛtɛ, see: lɛt́ɛ 
fall short of  vi. kĩa ...-i, see: kĩa 
fall unconscious  vt. gbã̃̀ lɛ ́(2), see: 

gbã̃̀ 
false accusation  n. yãdɔmmana, see: 

yã1 
false teacher  n. ɛḱɛyãdannɛri, see: ɛḱɛ 
false witness  n. sèeda'ɛkɛde, see: sèeda 
falsehood  n. ɛḱɛ 
 n. ɛḱɛkɛ, see: ɛḱɛ 
fame  n. tɔ1́ (2) 
familiarise with  vt. dɔńɛ kɛ ...-o, see: 

dɔńɛ 
familiarity  n. dɔńɛ 

family  n. bɛdenɔ, see: bɛ1 
 n. danɛ 
 n. ɔn (2) 
family founder  n. ɔnkatɛri, see: ɔn 
family head  n. ɔmbede, see: ɔn 
family of dead person  n. saranna 
famine  n. nà2 
 n. nàgɔrɔ, see: nà2 
famished  adj. nàde, see: nà2 
fan  n. ĩatã, see: ĩa 
fan air  vt. ĩa yá, see: ĩa 
far  adv. zã̃̀2 
 padj. zã̃̀2 
far (be)  vt. zã̃̀ kũ, see: zã̃̀2 
far below  adv. zĩtɛzĩtɛ, see: zĩtɛ 
far from each other  padj. zã̃̀kɔñɛ, see: 

zã̃̀2 
far off  adv. zã̃̀ dire, see: zã̃̀2 
farewell  n. lɛźammana, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛ ́za ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. za2 
farm  n. bura 
farm land  n. tɔkɔtɛ (2) 
farm produce  n. burapɔ, see: bura 
farmer  n. búbari, see: bú 
 n. búde, see: bú 
 n. burade, see: bura 
farming community  n. bùralango, see: 

bùra 
farm-work  n. burazĩ, see: bura 
fart  n. tɔ1̃ 
 vt. tɔ ̃fɔ,̃ see: tɔ1̃ 
 vt. tɔ ̃lɛ,́ see: tɔ1̃ 
fast  n. lɛýĩ, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛ ́yĩ, see: lɛ1́ 
fast growing and lanky  adv. lɔ̃̀gɔlɔgɔ 
fasting time  n. lɛýĩgɔrɔ, see: lɛ1́ 
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fat  adj. gbã̃̀ntɛ ̃
 adj. kãna, see: kã1 
fat person  n. mɛ ̃̀de, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
Father  sn. Baa 
father  n. mare 
 sn. de1 
father's final benediction  n. sa'olɛ, see: 

sa 
fattened  aadj. mɛ ̃̀kpana, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
fault-finder  n. gbɛ ̃taari'eri, see: gbɛ2̃ 
fault-finding  n. yãdɔnwɛa, see: yã1 
favour  n. saabu 
favour for (do)  vt. saabu kɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

saabu 
favourite  aadj. pɔyeina, see: pɔ 
fawn over  vt. zĩda yɔýɔ ...-nɛ, see: zĩda 
fear  n. vĩna 
fearful  n. vĩnade, see: vĩna 
fearful person  n. vĩnakɛri, see: vĩna 
feast  vt. pɔb́le gbɛ,̃ see: pɔ ́
feather  n. kã2 (1) 
fed up  vi. ã'ã 
fed up with (be)  vi. kpasa ...-o, see: 

kpasa 
feeble  adv. múkumuku 
feel  vt. ɔ tɔ ̃...-a, see: ɔ 
feel faint or giddy  vt. wɛ ́síra kũ, see: 

wɛ ́
feel happy  vi. nɛ ̃̀sɛgũn ... pu, see: 

nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
feel pain  vt. ũmanna ma, see: ũ1 
 vt. wãwã ma, see: wã 
fell  vt. nɛ 
fellow  n. gbɛñdo, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 sadj. dake 
fellowship  n. kɛnnakũkɔõ, see: kɛ 
 n. kɔg̃bɛk̃ɛ(na), see: kɔ1̃ 

female  adj. da1 (1) 
 n. nɔgbɛ,̃ see: nɔ 
female agama lizard  n. zukpatada, see: 

zukpata 
female animal that hasn't given birth  n. 

núnu 
female beauty  n. nɔmanakɛ, see: nɔ 
female camel  n. lakumida, see: 

lakumi 
female donkey  n. zaakida, see: zaaki 
female goat  n. blèda, see: blè 
female pubic area  n. zã̃̀pɔtɛ, see: zã̃̀ 
female ruler  n. saraunia 
female slave  n. zɔ̃̀nɔgbɛ,̃ see: zɔ̃̀ 
femininity  n. nɔgbɛk̃ɛ, see: nɔ 
fence  n. kara2 
feral (become)  vi. fìriri kũ/kɛ 
ferment  vi. fɛ ̃kpá, see: fɛ ̃
 vt. fɛ ̃kpá, see: fɛ ̃
fermented  vi. fɛ ̃
fern that grows on trees  n. nalia, see: 

na 
ferocious  adv. pãsĩpãsĩ, see: pãsĩ 
ferociousness  n. pãsĩkɛ, see: pãsĩ 
fertile  aadj. taakide, see: taaki 
 aadj. tɔkɔtɛde, see: tɔkɔtɛ 
fertile land  n. tɔkɔtɛ gbãna, see: 

tɔkɔtɛ 
fertiliser  n. taaki 
fertilizer  n. tɔkɔtɛ (1) 
festival  n. dikpɛ, see: di 
fetch  vt. tɔ2́ 
fetch water  vt. í tɔ,́ see: í 
fetish  n. tãna (2) 
fetish priest  n. gɛs̃ãnde 
fetishist  n. tãnagbagbari, see: tãna 
fetlock  n. gbákũ, see: gbá 
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fetter  n. kpàti 
 vt. kpàti kpá ...-nɛ, see: kpàti 
fever  n. mɛ ̃̀wãna, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
 n. sikonna 
few  adj. fã̃̀a 
fiance  n. gɔk̃pamma, see: gɔ1̃ 
fiancee  n. nɔkpamma, see: nɔ 
fibre  n. fù (2) 
field  n. bú 
fiery  aadj. tɛd́e, see: tɛ3́ 
fifteen  num. gɛr̃o 
fifteenth  aadj. gɛr̃ode, see: gɛr̃o 
fifth  aadj. sɔɔrode, see: sɔɔro 
-fifth  aadj. awɛɛsɔɔrode, see: awɛɛ- 
fifty  num. bupla akuri, see: bupla 
fig species  n. kaka 
 n. kakanɛ'inkua, see: kaka 
 n. kakapura, see: kaka 
fig with large leaf  n. gboroda 
fight  n. fìti 
 vt. fìti kɛ, see: fìti 
fight battle with  vt. zi ̃̃̀ ká ...-o, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
fighter  n. fìtikɛri, see: fìti 
filaria  n. kusakusi 
 n. yĩkã 
file  n. sàkasaka 
fill  vt. pa 
filter  vt. kɔ̃̀kɔsɔ kɛ, see: kɔ̃̀kɔsɔ 
filth  n. bɔtɔ 
filthy person  n. bɔtɔde, see: bɔtɔ 
fin  n. sɛ ̃̀rɛ 
final  aadj. lakitikɛna, see: lakiti 

kɛ 
finally  adv. kpɛkpɛ, see: kpɛ 
finch  n. tiitiinna 
find  vt. le (1) 
find more room  vt. mɛ ̃̀ poro, see: mɛ ̃̀ 

find on  vt. e ...-a, see: e 
find time  vt. ɔ le, see: ɔ 
find way  vt. zɛ ́wɛtɛ, see: zɛ ́
find what remains  vt. kɔñɔ sɛ,́ see: kɔñɔ1 
fine  adj. lɛɛ 
finely ground  adv. nɛḱunɛku 
finely split (firewood)  adv. fɛŕɛfɛrɛ 
finger  n. ɔnɛ, see: ɔ 
fingernail  n. arukɔkɔ 
fingerprint  n. ɔgbɛ (2), see: ɔ 
finish  vi. láka 
 vt. láka 
 vt. mì dɛ, see: mì 
finish off  vt. lakiti kɛ 
finish work  vt. zĩ láka/nɛ, see: zĩ2 
fire  n. tɛ3́ 
fire at  vt. gbã ...-nɛ, see: gbã 
fire gun  vt. tɛ ́lɛ,́ see: tɛ3́ 
fire spirit  n. gãwã 
 sn. Babareda, see: babare 
firebreak around (make)  vt. tɛ ́bobo 

...-i, see: tɛ3́ 
firefly  n. kɔ̃̀kɔtɛbai, see: kɔ̃̀kɔ 
fireplace  n. kĩni2 
firewood  n. yàka 
firm agreement  n. yodaado, see: yòda 
firm agreement with (make)  vt. 

yodaado kɛ ...-nɛ, see: yòda 
firmly  adv. gbãnagbãna, see: gbãna 
 adv. gbãngbãn 
 adv. gíngin 
first  aadj. káaku 
 adv. gĩa2 
 n. káakude, see: káaku 
-first  aadj. awɛɛdode, see: awɛɛ- 
first born son  n. daudu 
first one  n. káakupɔ, see: káaku 
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fish  n. kpɔ̃̀ 
 vt. ása kpá, see: á3 
 vt. í da, see: í 
fish scale  n. kpɔ̃̀tɛkɛ, see: kpɔ̃̀ 
fish species  n. biri1 
 n. falia 
 n. fata 
 n. gare 
 n. gbɔrɔgbɔrɔ 
 n. kɔ2̃ 
 n. kpɔ̃̀'ukuu, see: kpɔ̃̀ 
 n. kpɔ̃̀wa, see: kpɔ̃̀ 
 n. kpɔ̃̀yɔ, see: kpɔ̃̀ 
 n. kpɔ̃̀zãmpo, see: kpɔ̃̀ 
 n. kpɔ̃̀zuru, see: kpɔ̃̀ 
 n. nare 
 n. sã̃̀mbere 
 n. sépu 
 n. sépu pura, see: sépu 
 n. sɔ̃̃̀nɛ 
 n. tatakpɛru 
 n. úku 
 n. vlãtɛr̃a, see: vlã 
fish with net  vt. táaru kpá, see: táaru 
fisherman  n. táarukpari, see: táaru 
fishing (waiting by water)  vt. í dãdã, 

see: í 
fist handful  n. okũ 
fitness  n. kãi 
five  num. sɔɔro 
five francs  cn. dala 
fix eyes on  vt. wɛ ́dɔ ...-a, see: wɛ ́
 vt. wɛ ́pɛ ́...-a, see: wɛ ́
fix in place  vt. pɛṕɛ, see: pɛ ́
fix on  vt. pá ...-a, see: pá1 
fix to  vt. pɛ ́...-a, see: pɛ ́
fix up  vt. kɛkɛ (1), see: kɛ 

flag  n. tuta 
flake  n. koto 
flame  n. tɛv́ura, see: tɛ3́ 
flash  vi. pí 
flash lightning (in cloud)  vt. legũ ... pí, 

see: legũ 
flashing  adv. gárangaran 
flat  adj. sàra 
flat and thick  adj. lɛ ̃̀kɛtɛ 
flat and thin  adv. kpɛkɛrɛkɛ 
flat and thin (cola nut  adj. kpakurɛ 
flat area  n. gusara, see: gu 
flat dish  n. faranti 
 n. tafaranti, see: ta1 
flat rock  n. gbɛ ̃̀ sàra, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
flat wasteland  n. gugbagaraga, see: gu 
flatten  vt. datɛ 
 vt. natɛ, see: na 
flatter  vt. kɛrɛ kɛkɛ, see: kɛrɛ 
 vt. lɛńna kɛ ...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
flatterer  n. lɛńnade, see: lɛ1́ 
flatulence  n. tɔ1̃ 
flaunt  vt. ère kɛ 
flautist  n. úrapɛri, see: úra 
flaw  n. mamberu 
flawless (person)  aadj. 

mamberusaride, see: 
mamberu 

flawless (thing)  aadj. mamberusari, see: 
mamberu 

flax  n. bàwisi, see: bà2 
 n. gbɔ̃̃̀nɔ, see: gbɔ̃̃̀ 
flax rope  n. gbɔ̃̃̀nɔ bà, see: gbɔ̃̃̀ 
flee  vi. wo 
flee from  vt. bàa sí (...-nɛ), see: bà3 
flesh  n. báasi 
 n. mɛ ̃̀baasi, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
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flicker  vt. wɛ'́ipa kɛ, see: wɛ ́
flickering  adv. fùnafuna 
 adv. pɛŕɛpɛrɛ 
flint  n. gbɛ ̃̀pu, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
float  vi. fú ...-la 
flock  n. kpàsa (1) 
flood  vt. í da ...-la, see: í 
flour  n. flawa 
 n. tí1 
 n. títi, see: tí1 
flourishing  adj. lásirade, see: lá 
flourmill  n. wísilɔkpɛ, see: wísi 
flow down  vi. pla ...-i 
flow (from)  vi. bɔtɛ (...-a) 
flower  n. lávu, see: lá 
 n. vú1 
 vi. pia 
 vt. vú kɛ, see: vú1 
flowering  aadj. vúde, see: vú1 
flowing  n. bàasina, see: bà3 
fluid  n. ísei, see: í 
flute  n. kutɛ 
 n. úra (2) 
fly  n. vi ̃̃̀na1 
 vi. vura 
fly around  vi. vuravura, see: vura 
flying creature  n. pɔv́urana, see: pɔ ́
flying termite  n. kunzɛrɛ 
foam  vt. fùta bo, see: fùta 
fodder  n. sã̃̀labugu, see: sã̃̀ 
foetus  n. nɔ̃̀'isi, see: nɔ̃̀ 
fog  n. suka 
fold together  vt. nanakɔã, see: na 
follow  vi. do ...-i 
follow after  vi. tɛ ́...-i, see: tɛ1́ 
follow course  vt. turuba sɛ/́sɛt́ɛ, see: 

turuba 

follow direction of  vt. ágba sɛ,́ see: 
ágba 

 vt. dɔ̃̀rɔ sɛ,́ see: dɔ̃̀rɔ 
follow each other (many)  vi. tɛt́ɛkɔĩ, 

see: tɛ1́ 
follow each other (two people)  vi. 

tɛḱɔĩ, see: tɛ1́ 
follow example of  vt. yã taka sɛ,́ see: 

yã1 
follower  n. ìba 
folly  n. yɔñkɔyã, see: yɔñkɔ 
food  n. pɔ ́(3) 
 n. pɔb́le, see: pɔ ́
food paste  n. mu'u 
fool  n. fayasaride, see: faya 
 n. ɔñdɔs̃aride, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
 n. swakũ 
 n. yɔñkɔ 
foolish  aadj. fayasari, see: faya 
foolishness  n. fayasarikɛna, see: faya 
 n. ɔñdɔs̃arikɛ, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
 n. swakũkɛ, see: swakũ 
 n. yɔñkɔkɛ, see: yɔñkɔ 
foot  cn. gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
 n. gbá (1) 
 n. gbála, see: gbá 
 n. gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
foot (soldier)  aadj. gɛ ̃̀sɛde, see: gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
foothold  n. gɛ ̃̀sɛpɛtɛki, see: gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
 n. tokepɛki, see: toke 
footing  n. tokepɛki, see: toke 
foot-itch  n. kaya 
footprint  n. gɛ ̃̀sɛgbɛ, see: gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
footstool  n. gbànɛ, see: gbà 
 n. tìntin (1) 
for  c. zaakũ, see: zaa 
for (Benefactive)  pp. -nɛ 
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for nothing  adv. pã 
 adv. pãpã, see: pã 
for rubbing on  aadj. dɔkɔna, see: dɔkɔ 
for sale  aadj. yiana, see: yía 
forbid  vt. dãdã ...-i, see: dã1 
 vt. lɛ ́naa ...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
forbid to speak  vt. lɛ ́pápa, see: lɛ1́ 
force  n. gbãna 
 vt. gã na ...-a, see: gã2 
 vt. nakara ...-a, see: na 
 vt. nakɔr̃ɛ ...-o, see: na 
force-feed  vt. káka, see: ká1 
ford  n. bikũki, see: bikũ 
 n. swabikũki, see: swa1 
forearm  n. ɔ 
forehead  n. mì'arɛ, see: mì 
foreman  n. zĩde, see: zĩ2 
foreskin  n. gyɔfɔrɔ 
forever  adv. gɔrɔ sĩnda pínki, see: 

gɔrɔ 
forge  vt. pi3 
 vt. sia kɛ, see: sia 
forger  n. pìri, see: pi3 
forget  vi. sã ...-gu/-n 
forgetfulness  n. sãngu, see: sã ...-gu/-n 
 n. yãsãngu, see: yã1 
forgive  vt. kɛ ̃...-nɛ, see: kɛ2̃ 
forgive sin  vt. durunna kɛ ̃...-a, see: 

durunna 
fork  n. gbã̃̀tã 
 n. saka1 
fork of tree  n. lígbãtã, see: lí1 
fork (tree)  vt. gbã̃̀kã bo, see: gbã̃̀tã 
form  vt. kása1 
form dew  vi. plí ... kpá, see: plí 
form tuber  vt. bɛ kɛ, see: bɛ2 
former  aadj. káaku 

 adj. zĩ3 
former people  n. yãdenɔ, see: yã2 
fornicator  n. dãmbarakpari, see: 

dãmbara kpá 
fortieth  aadj. buplade, see: bupla 
fortification  n. gbãnaleki, see: gbãna 
fortress  n. zɛogiki, see: zɛ 
fortunate  aadj. mìnnade, see: mì 
fortune  n. mìnna, see: mì 
fortune-teller  n. àlesidɔr̃i, see: àlesi 
forty  num. bupla 
forty five  num. bupla asɔɔro, see: 

bupla 
forward person  n. wɛḱãkãde, see: wɛ ́
found  vt. kátɛ, see: ká1 
foundation stone  n. ɛp̃ɛtɛgbe, see: ɛ ̃
foundations  n. kàtɛbɔnɔ, see: ká1 
founder  n. katɛri, see: ká1 
four  num. siikɔ ̃
fourteen  num. gɛr̃o donsari, see: gɛr̃o 
fourteenth  aadj. gɛr̃o donsaride, see: 

gɛr̃o 
fourth  aadj. siikɔd̃e, see: siikɔ ̃
-fourth  aadj. awɛɛsiikɔd̃e, see: awɛɛ- 
fragment  n. mukutu 
France  sn. Faransi 
francolin (bird)  n. dɔ2̃ 
francolin species  n. dɔt̃ɛñna, see: dɔ2̃ 
fraud  n. dibidibi 
free  n. zĩdade, see: zĩda 
free (be)  vi. gɔ ̃zĩdanɛ, see: gɔ2̃ 
freedom  n. gɔñzĩdanɛ, see: gɔ2̃ 
 n. zĩdadekɛna, see: zĩda 
French  aadj. faransi, see: Faransi 
French speaking country  sn. Faransi 
fresh  adj. búsu 
fresh milk  n. vĩ'ipu, see: vĩ1 
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Friday  n. azuma (2) 
 n. azumada, see: azuma 
fried  aadj. asãna, see: asã 
fried cake  n. kàra 
friend  n. gbɛñna, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 n. kpaasi 
friends (be)  vi. kɛ kɔ ̃gbɛ ̃... ũ, see: kɛ 
friendship  n. gbɛñnakɛ, see: gbɛ2̃ 
frighten  vt. vĩna dada ...-i, see: vĩna 
fritter  n. kàra 
frivolity  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛfutakɛ, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
frog  n. blɔ̃̀ 
from  pp. kũ ...-o 
from where?  adv. mákpa, see: má1 
front  n. arɛ 
fronted Object marker  part. -n1 
froth  n. fùta 
 vt. fùta bo, see: fùta 
frothy spittle  n. lɛ'́ífuta, see: lɛ1́ 
frown  vi. ãn sisi (...-i), see: ãn 
 vt. ãn yãkatɛ, see: ãn 
fruit  n. línɛ, see: lí1 
 n. nɛ ́(2) 
fruit cluster  n. línɛyɔ,̃ see: lí1 
fruit species  n. yɔ̃̀ 
fruit-bearing  aadj. nɛ'́iri, see: nɛ ́
fruitful  aadj. nɛd́e, see: nɛ ́

frustration  n. pãpã, see: pã 
fry  vt. asã 
Fulani  sn. Fulani 
Fulani mat  n. kparakpara 
Fulani mat used as door  n. gitankpɛrɛ 
Fulani settlement  n. kpàsa (2) 
Fulani village  n. Fulani kpàsa, see: 

Fulani 
fulfil for  vt. papa...-nɛ, see: pa 
fulfil word  vt. yã papa, see: yã1 
fulfiled (be)  vi. papa, see: pa 
fulfilled (be)  vi. papa...-a, see: pa 
fulfilment  n. yãpapana, see: yã1 
full  adv. pãmpãm 
 adv. pémpem 
full (be)  vi. pa 
full moon  adv. gusĩsĩ, see: gu 
full moon (be)  vi. mɔ kɛ ̃̀ papana, see: 

mɔ 
full to the brim  adv. yɛŕɛrɛ 
fundamental  n. yãtãkpatɛna, see: yã1 
funeral  n. gɛ ̃̀vĩ, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
furnace  n. tãmakpɛ, see: tãma 
furnace fire  n. tãmatɛ, see: tãma 
furrow  n. búgba, see: bú 
futility  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛfutakɛ, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
Future marker  part. -ni, see: ni2 

G  -  g 
 
Gada Oli  sn. Gada Oli 
gadabout  n. kurepãpã'ori, see: kure 
gain  n. àre 
 vt. àre ble, see: àre 
 vt. ble (2) 

gain consciousness  vt. gbã̃̀ bo (...-nɛ) 
(2), see: gbã̃̀ 

gain something from someone  vt. ɔ 
ble, see: ɔ 

galago  n. tãndio 
Gambian mongoose  n. giawɛkũ 
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gamble  vt. tɛt́ɛ pá 
game  n. kɔk̃ɔ2̃ 
Gando  sn. Gãndu 
Gani festival  sn. Gàani 
Garafini  sn. Garafini 
garden  n. kara2 
 n. lambu 
garden egg (vegetable)  n. bobo1 
 n. gáuta 
gardener  n. karade, see: kara2 
garland  n. lávutãna, see: lá 
garlic  n. arubasa gizo, see: arubasa 
 n. gizo 
garment  cn. pi1 
gasp  vt. wesa kakara, see: we o 
gate in wall  n. bĩnizɛ, see: bĩni1 
 n. gbi ̃̃̀lɛ, see: gbi ̃̃̀1 
gather  vi. kakara, see: ká1 
gather around  vi. kakara ...-i, see: ká1 
 vt. kakara ...-i, see: ká1 
gather clay  vt. tãnde dã, see: tãnde 
gather harvest  vt. pɔ ́kakara, see: pɔ ́
gather together  vt. kakara, see: ká1 
gather up  vt. sɛt́ɛ, see: sɛ1́ 
gathering  n. kɔk̃akarana, see: kɔ1̃ 
gaunt  adv. wɔkɔwɔkɔ 
gaze at  vt. wɛ ́pɛ ́...-a, see: wɛ ́
gecko  n. nɛńɛworo, see: nɛńɛ 
gecko species  n. wòtompau 
genealogy  n. bozirɛ, see: bo2 
 n. buriboki, see: buri 
general  n. zi ̃̃̀karide, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
generation name (alternate to Kpae)  sn. 

Wure 
generous  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛmanade, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
generously  adv. yɔñkɔyɔñkɔ, see: 

yɔñkɔ 

genet  n. mɔngo 
genital crab  n. zã̃̀sa, see: zã̃̀ 
gentle  adj. busɛ 
 adj. yĩda (2), see: yĩ1 
 adv. yĩdayĩda, see: yĩ1 
gently  adv. busɛbusɛ, see: busɛ 
German  sn. Gyama 
germinate  vi. butɛ 
get advantage  vt. àre le, see: àre 
get bogged  vi. vlɛ ̃
get chance to  vi. le 
get dark on  vi. gu ... si ...-a, see: gu 
get dirty  vt. gbãsĩ kpá, see: gbãsĩ2 
get increase  vt. karana le, see: kara1 
get out of the way  vi. go zɛń, see: go 
get out of way of  vi. go ...-nɛ, see: go 
get problem  vt. yã e, see: yã1 
get result  vt. gbɛ ̃̀ le, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
get retribution  vt. gò ... gbɛ,̃ see: gò 
get share  vt. baka ble/le, see: baka2 
get thin  vt. í baba, see: í 
 vt. mɛ ̃̀'i baba, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
get up  vi. futɛ 
Ghana  sn. Gaana 
ghost  n. gyãwãnde, see: gyãwãn 
ghostly place  n. tariankpã (1) 
giant rat  n. gbiri1 
giant snail  n. sɛnto 
giddiness  n. gulimma (1), see: gu 
giddy  adv. bìribiri2 
giddy (be)  vi. gu ... li ...-a, see: gu 
 vi. li ...-a, see: li 
gift  n. gba 
gingivitis  n. dankanuma (2) 
giraffe  n. lakumisɛt̃ɛ, see: lakumi 
girl  n. nɛńɔgbɛ ̃(1), see: nɛ ́
girl born after many boys  sn. Ige 
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girl of marriageable age  n. nɔkpare, 
see: nɔ 

girl under marriageable age  n. 
nɛńɔkpare, see: nɛ ́

girlfriend  n. nɔpose (2), see: nɔ 
girlhood  n. nɛńɔkparekɛgɔrɔ, see: nɛ ́
give a hand to  vt. ɔ da ...-a, see: ɔ 
give cheese red coating  vt. tã̃̀ kɛ 
give child ride on back  vt. dãnda kɛ 
give evidence about  vt. sèeda kpá, see: 

sèeda 
give extra (by seller)  vi. mɔ kɛ ...-nɛ 
give generously  vt. ɔ poro, see: ɔ 
give gift  vt. gba 
give gift (to)  vt. gba da (...-nɛ), see: gba 
give in pledge  vt. tɔrɔma kɛ, see: 

tɔrɔma 
give instructions  vt. lɛ ́ditɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

lɛ1́ 
give long blast (trumpet)  vt. yĩsãm pá 
give name  vt. tɔ ́dɔ ...-a, see: tɔ1́ 
give news  vt. baaru kpá ...-nɛ, see: 

baaru 
give off smell  vt. gbĩ dɔ, see: gbĩ1 
give oneself to  vt. zĩda kpá ...-a, see: 

zĩda 
give opinion  vt. lɛ ́da yãn, see: lɛ1́ 
give out heat  vt. puusu bo, see: 

puusu 
give permission  vt. gba zɛ,́ see: gba 
give place to  vt. gu bo ...-nɛ, see: gu 
give reputation  vt. tɔ ́dɔ ...-a, see: tɔ1́ 
give respect to  vt. mì natɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

mì 
give share vt. gbagba, see: gba 
give something hard to find  vt. saabu 

kɛ ...-nɛ, see: saabu 

give success  vt. dakarɛ kũ mìnnao, see: 
da2 

give to  vt. kpá ...-a, see: kpá 
give to charity  vt. saaanna kɛ/kpá, see: 

saaanna 
give way to  vi. go ...-nɛ, see: go 
 vt. gba zɛ,́ see: gba 
give work to  vt. zĩ da ...-nɛ, see: zĩ2 
giver of gift  n. gbadari, see: gba 
glass  n. dígi 
 n. ímibɔ, see: í 
glasses  n. wɛd́igi, see: wɛ ́
glean  vt. kɔñɔ wɛ, see: kɔñɔ1 
 vt. pɔ ́kɔñ wɛ, see: pɔ ́
gleaner  n. pɔḱɔñwɛri, see: pɔ ́
glide  vi. yàa kɛ 
gloomy  vi. nɛ ̃̀sɛ yaka, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
glorifier  n. tɔb́ori, see: tɔ1́ 
glorify  vt. gakuri dɔ ̃...-nɛ, see: 

gakuri 
 vt. tɔ ́bo, see: tɔ1́ 
glorious  n. gakuride, see: gakuri 
glorious state  n. gakurikɛ, see: gakuri 
glory  n. gakuri 
 n. ĩadãbɔ, see: ĩa 
glossy starling  n. yɔɔ̃singo, see: Yɔɔ̃ 
glue  n. kũgba 
glutton  n. guturu (2) 
 n. ye'uide, see: ye 
gnash teeth at  vt. saka piti ...-a, see: 

saka3 
gnat  n. kusunna 
go  vi. gɛ ́
 vi. si ...-gu/-n (2), see: si2 
go against  vi. gɛ ́...-i, see: gɛ ́
go and relieve oneself  vt. bĩnikpɛ kɛ, 

see: bĩni1 
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go around vi. fĩ ...-a, see: fĩ 
 vi. kure 
 vt. pã ...-la, see: pã ...-i 
go away  vi. gɛ ̃zɛĺa, see: gɛ2̃ 
 vi. gutɛ 
 vi. kpágui, see: kpá 
go away from  vi. go ...-la/i, see: go 
go back on word  vt. lɛ ́sukpa (1), see: 

lɛ1́ 
go bad  vi. fɔ 
go before  vi. do ...-nɛ arɛ 
go crazy  vt. bãn kũ, see: bã̃̀n 
go guarantor for  vt. zɛnkpɛkɛ sɛ ́...-nɛ, 

see: zɛ 
go insane  vi. ĩa ... ká ...-a, see: ĩa 
go missing from  vi. sãsã ...-a, see: 

sãsã1 
go mouldy  vi. pù kpa 
 vt. fù kpá, see: fù 
go often  vt. zɛ ́sɔ, see: zɛ ́
go out  vi. bo2 
go slow  vi. zɛzɛ (2), see: zɛ 
go to school  vt. kyó kɛ (2), see: kyó 
go wild  vi. fìriri kũ/kɛ 
goat  n. blè 
God  sn. Luda 
godless person  n. ludayãdarisari, see: 

Luda 
godlessness  n. ludayãdanasari, see: 

Luda 
godly person n. ludayãdari, see: Luda 
 n. ludayãmari, see: Luda 
God's Son  sn. Luda Nɛ,́ see: Luda 
God's Spirit  sn. Luda Nini, see: Luda 
God's word  n. Luda yã, see: Luda 
goitre  n. bɔkɔ 
gold  n. wura 

golden oriole  n. kírikpaakũbã, see: 
kírikpaakũ 

Goliath heron  n. fà 
gonolek (bird)  n. dàkobã, see: dàko 
gonorrhoea  n. kɛntu pura, see: kɛntu 
good  adj. mana 
 adj. nna 
good appearance  n. wɛ ́mana, see: wɛ ́
good condition  n. dáama 
good (do)  vt. anfãni kɛ, see: anfãni 
good eyesight  n. wɛ ́ńna, see: wɛ ́
good fortune  n. sa'a 
good luck  n. mìnna, see: mì 
good luck charm  n. yɔbande 
good news  n. baaru nna, see: baaru 
good reputation  n. tɔḿanakɛ, see: tɔ1́ 
goodness  n. mana 
 n. manakɛ, see: mana 
goodwill  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛmana, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
gorge on meat  vt. nɔ̃̀bɔ gbɛ,̃ see: nɔ̃̀bɔ 
Gospel  sn. Ingila 
gospel  n. baaru nna, see: baaru 
gossip  n. gbɛp̃iri, see: gbɛ2̃ 
gourd  n. sɛ ̃̀tɛ 
gourd on rope  n. sɛ ̃̀tɛlokomma, see: 

sɛ ̃̀tɛ 
gourd with beads  n. sɛ ̃̀kɛrɛ 
government  n. don'arɛdekɛ, see: do 

...-nɛ arɛ 
government minister  n. bùsuyãgɔg̃ɔr̃i, 

see: bùsu 
governor  n. asakpa 
gown  n. uta 
grace  n. gbɛk̃ɛ, see: gbɛ2̃ 
gracious person  n. gbɛk̃ɛkɛnnɛri, see: 

gbɛ2̃ 
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gracious to (be)  vt. nna kɛ ...-nɛ, see: 
nna 

grain  n. pɔ ́(4) 
 n. pɔb́lewɛ, see: pɔ ́
gram  cn. giramu 
granary  n. dɔ̃̃̀ 
grandchild  sn. daikore, see: da1 
grandfather  sn. dizi 
grandmother  sn. dai, see: da1 
granulated manioc  n. gaari 
granules  n. gã̃̀sã 
grape  n. geepi 
grape harvest  n. geepizɔg̃ɔrɔ, see: 

geepi 
grape juice  n. geepi'i, see: geepi 
grass  n. gita 
 n. ĩampuru (2), see: ĩam pá 
 n. sã̃̀ (1) 
 n. tuzi 
grass cutter  n. sã̃̀kɛr̃i, see: sã̃̀ 
grass fence  n. gita 
grass padding (for house)  n. komani 

(1) 
grass species  n. áyĩba, see: á3 
 n. blèlɛkãsã, see: blè 
 n. gã'ũ 
 n. gɛt̃ɛ ̃
 n. kàsapuu, see: kàsa 
 n. sarennanagã, see: sarenna 
 n. sã̃̀gbĩdɔ, see: sã̃̀ 
 n. vɔ ̃
 n. yĩsãkara, see: yĩ2 
grass species (like papyrus)  n. kepu 
grass that grows on granary  n. dɔ̃̃̀sɛ,̃ 

see: dɔ̃̃̀ 
grass torch  n. sã̃̀tɛ, see: sã̃̀ 
grave  n. mira 

grave entrance  n. miralɛ, see: mira 
grave pit  n. mirawɛɛ, see: mira 
gravel  n. gbɛ ̃̀kɔsɔ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
gravestone  n. miragbɛ, see: mira 
gravestone lid  n. miragbɛlɛkparɛ, see: 

mira 
graze sheep  vt. sã dã, see: sã1 
grease  n. nísi 
greasy  adj. níside, see: nísi 
great  adj. zɔk̃ɔd̃e, see: zɔk̃ɔ ̃
great!  exc. yooyoo 
great deed for (do)  vt. yã naasi kɛ ...-

nɛ, see: yã1 
great grandchild  n. ɔnaswãa, see: ɔ 
 sn. sãkpɛ, see: sã2 
great great grandchild  n. nasio (2) 
greatly  adv. zɔk̃ɔz̃ɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: zɔk̃ɔ ̃
greatly curved  adv. kòkoroko 
greatness  n. zɔk̃ɔk̃ɛ(na), see: zɔk̃ɔ ̃
Greece  sn. Girisi 
greed  n. ania (2) 
 n. asira 
 n. sãnkara 
 n. wãkũ, see: wã 
 n. wãkũ 
greed for meat  n. lɛ'́i (2), see: lɛ1́ 
greedy  n. sãnkarade, see: sãnkara 
greedy (be)  vt. ania da, see: ania 
greedy for good food  n. kòto'ide, see: 

kòto 
greedy person  n. lɛ'́ide, see: lɛ1́ 
 n. wãkũde, see: wãkũ 
Greek  sn. Giriki 
Greek speaker  n. Girikiyãmari, see: 

Giriki 
green  adj. ísi 
 adj. lá'i, see: lá 
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green monkey  n. wesi, see: we1 
green pigeon  n. potɛñɛturu, see: 

potɛñɛ 
 n. túru 
green snake  n. usara 
greet  vt. fɔ kpá ...-a, see: fɔɔ 
greeting  n. fɔɔ 
greetings  exc. fɔɔ 
grey parrot  n. aku 
grey plantain eater  n. kpookpoo 
grieve  vi. nɛ ̃̀sɛ yaka, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
 vt. nɛ ̃̀sɛ yaka, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
grievous affair  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛyakayã, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
grill  n. bã̃̀nda 
 vt. kpá tɛĺa, see: kpá 
grilled  aadj. kpatɛlana, see: kpá 
grind  vt. lɔ ́
 vt. lɔĺɔ (1), see: lɔ ́
grind meal  vt. wísi lɔ,́ see: wísi 
grind to powder  vt. tí(ti) bo, see: tí1 
groan  vt. ǹ da 
groom  n. nɔsɛri, see: nɔ 
grope  vt. ɔ matɛ, see: ɔ 
grope around  vt. mátɛmatɛ, see: mátɛ 
grope with  vt. mátɛ 
grope with stick  vt. lí mátɛ, see: lí1 
ground  n. zĩtɛ 
ground grain  n. wísiti, see: wísi 
ground squirrel  n. kakare 
ground up  adv. pútaputa 
groundnut  n. sĩ 
group  n. gã̃̀1 (3) 
group member  n. gã̃̀de, see: gã̃̀1 
grouse  n. kpɛkpɛrɛwi 
grow  vi. gbã 
grow foliage  vt. lá kú, see: lá 
grow old  vi. yaka 

grow up  vt. zɔk̃ɔ ̃kũ, see: zɔk̃ɔ ̃
growing fast  adv. sɔ̃̀ɔ 
growl  n. hɛɛ̃ 
 n. hũ̃̀u 
 vt. hɛɛ̃ kɛ, see: hɛɛ̃ 
growl (at)  vt. hũ̃̀u kɛ (...-a), see: hũ̃̀u 
growl at  vt. zuka dɔ ...-a, see: zuka 
grub species  n. sã̃̀likɔkɔ, see: sã̃̀ 
grumble  vt. vũ̃̀nu ká, see: vũ̃̀nu 
 vt. yãkete ká, see: yã1 
 vt. yãvunu ká, see: yã1 
grumbler  n. vũ̃̀nukari, see: vũ̃̀nu 
 n. yãvunukari, see: yã1 
grumbling  n. vũ̃̀nu 
 n. yãvunu, see: yã1 
guarantee  n. zɛnkpɛkɛ, see: zɛ 
guard  n. dãkpãri, see: dãkpã 
 n. gudãkpãri, see: gu 
 vt. dã1 
 vt. dãkpã 
 vt. gu dãkpa, see: gu 
guard maize  vt. gbado dã, see: gbado 
guard (road, gate)  n. dã̃̀ri, see: dã1 
guardian  n. gwàri, see: gwa 
guard-post  n. dãkpãki, see: dãkpã 
guava  n. gwaiba 
guess  vt. zɔû̃ o, see: zɔ1̃ 
guilty  n. taaride, see: taari 
guinea corn  n. ése 
guinea pig  n. ɛñɛkwiikwii, see: ɛñɛ 
Guinea worm  n. zùba 
guinea-corn field  n. ésebu, see: ése 
guinea-corn harvest  n. ésekɛg̃ɔrɔ, see: 

ése 
guinea-corn species  n. úratɛ,̃ see: úra 
guinea-corn stalk  n. úra (1) 
 n. úrali, see: úra 
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guinea-fowl  n. gã̃̀2 
guitar  n. gintaa 
gulp down  vt. mɔḿɔ, see: mɔ2́ 
gum  n. kãni'ɔ, see: kãni2 
 n. lí'ɔ, see: lí1 
 n. ɔ2́ 

gums  n. di ̃̃̀ni 
gun  n. tɛĺi, see: tɛ3́ 
gunpowder  n. arubaru 
Gurma  sn. Guruma 
gutter  n. ízɛ (2), see: í 
gymnastics  n. firiganda kɛ 

H  -  h 
 
habit  n. dɔńɛ 
Habitual aspect marker  part. dì (1) 
Habitual aspect pronoun affix  part. -

dì, see: dì 
Hagar  sn. Hazara 
haggard  adv. súkusuku 
hail  n. legũgbɛ, see: legũ 
hailstorm  n. legũgbɛkɔtɛna, see: legũ 
hair  n. kã2 (1) 
 n. mìkã, see: mì 
hair on back of neck  n. mɛ ̃̀kãsɛsɛ, see: 

mɛ ̃̀ 
hairy  aadj. kãde, see: kã2 
 adv. bùzubuzu 
half  aadj. kusu 
 n. kpado (2), see: kpa 
 n. kpaatɛ(tɛ) 
halfway  n. gugbãn, see: gu 
halleluya  exc. aleluya 
hammer  n. ama2 
hamstring  vt. tĩda zɔ,̃ see: tĩ 
hand  n. ɔ 
hand over to  vt. na ...-nɛ ... ɔĩ, see: na 
hand pail  n. teteri 
hand stiffness  n. kogba 
hand-basin  n. taasa 
handkerchief  n. ísimmawarabɔ, see: í 

handle  n. kũki, see: kũ3 
 n. pá2 
hands)  vt. pípi, see: pí 
hang  vi. loko 
 vt. loko 
hang many  vt. lokoloko, see: loko 
hang on  vt. kpá ...-a, see: kpá 
hangnail  n. ɔkɛ,̃ see: ɔ 
happen accidentally to  vt. ásaru kɛ ...-

nɛ, see: ásaru 
happy person  n. pɔnnade, see: pɔ 
hard  adv. gbãna 
hard and dry  adv. kùusii 
hard fried cake  n. gbãnkuru 
harden  vi. gbãgbã 
hard/strong (become)  vt. gbãna kũ, 

see: gbãna 
hare  n. flɛ ̃
harm  vt. kĩnna 
harm (by magic)  vt. lá ble, see: lá 
harmattan  n. ĩampuru (1), see: ĩam 

pá 
harmed (be)  vi. kĩnna 
harmony  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛdokɔñɔ, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
harnessed antelope  n. kpasara 
harp  n. mɔrɔ1 
harpist  n. mɔrɔlɛri, see: mɔrɔ1 
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harpoon  n. saka1 
 n. sònda 
harvest  n. pɔḱɛkɛ(na), see: pɔ ́
 vt. kɛ2̃ 
 vt. pɔ ́kɛkɛ/kɛ,̃ see: pɔ ́
harvest guinea-corn  vt. ése kɛ,̃ see: ése 
harvest maize  vt. gbado ɛ'́ɛ, see: gbado 
harvest millet  vt. nagã kɛ,̃ see: nagã 
harvest time  n. pɔḱɛg̃ɔrɔ, see: pɔ ́
harvester  n. pɔḱɛkɛri, see: pɔ ́
 n. pɔḱɛr̃i, see: pɔ ́
hatch  vt. kú...-la, see: kú 
 vt. pipi 
hatchet  n. gòsɔbɔ, see: gò 
hate  n. zãngu, see: zã ...-gu 
 vi. ye ... kãiro, see: ye 
 vi. zã ...-gu 
hated  n. bɛgiri, see: bɛ1 
hateful person  n. zãnguride, see: zã 

...-gu 
hater  n. zãnguri, see: zã ...-gu 
Hausa  sn. Gambari 
have  vt. vĩ2 
have blocked nose  vi. yĩ ... sɔs̃ɔ,̃ see: 

yĩ2 
have break  vt. ĩam pá (2) 
have census  vt. naro kɛ, see: naro 
have compassion on  vt. wɛ ́gwa (2), 

see: wɛ ́
have debt rescinded  vt. fĩna ble, see: 

fĩna 
have eye infection vt. wɛ ́kɛ (2), see: wɛ ́
have fever  vt. sikonna kɛ, see: 

sikonna 
have flu  vt. sikonna kɛ, see: sikonna 
have for  vi. vĩ ...-nɛ, see: vĩ2 
have haircut  vt. mì bo, see: mì 

have mercy on  vt. sùru kɛ ...-nɛ/-o, see: 
sùru 

have miscarriage  vt. nɔ̃̀ bɔtɛ, see: nɔ̃̀ 
have need vt. ni dɛ, see: ni1 
 vt. ni ... dɛ, see: ni1 
have over (authority)  vt. vĩ ...-a, see: 

vĩ2 
have period  vt. za yĩ, see: za1 
have pity on  vt. wɛñda gwa, see: wɛñda 
have rectal prolapse  vt. zí bo, see: zí 
have right  vt. zɛ ́vĩ, see: zɛ ́
have sense  vt. mì vĩ, see: mì 
have sex (crude)  vt. kpã 
have sex in same room as adults  vt. 

dekũ kɛ (2), see: dekũ 
have sex with woman  vt. nɔ dãmbara 

kpá, see: nɔ 
have share with  vi. baka kú kũ ...-o, 

see: baka2 
have sore back  vt. wó gyã kɛ, see: wó1 
have stomach pain  vi. nɛ ̃̀sɛ fĩ, see: 

nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
have success  vt. sa'a kɛ/le/kũ, see: sa'a 
have tantrum  vt. sɔkɔm pá 
have understanding  vt. gbázɛ dɔ,̃ see: 

gbá 
have way  vt. zɛ ́vĩ, see: zɛ ́
having a lug  aadj. sãde, see: sã2 
having bad breath  n. lɛv́ãnade, see: lɛ1́ 
having protruding stomach  n. 

nɛ ̃̀sɛ'ɔnɔnɔde, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
having same mother  aadj. dadokɔñɔde, 

see: da2 
 n. dadokɔñɔde, see: da1 
having small pieces  aadj. ketede, see: 

kete 
having STD  n. kɛntude, see: kɛntu 
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having stomach pain  n. 
nɛ ̃̀sɛ'ũmmanade, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 

having what people want  n. saabude, 
see: saabu 

hay  n. tàraga (2) 
haze  n. pùru 
he  pr. àpi, see: à1 
head  n. mì (1) 
head clown  n. yɔ̃̃̀gɔk̃i, see: yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃
head covering  n. pɔḱummusu, see: pɔ ́
head for  vt. mì pɛ ́...-a, see: mì 
head of family  n. bede 
head of grain  n. sáko 
head of staff  n. gòmi, see: gò 
headache  n. mìlɛlɛ, see: mì 
head-pad  n. máni 
headrest  n. mìdibɔ, see: mì 
heal  vi. kɛ(̃kɛ)̃kɔã (2), see: kɛ2̃ 
 vt. kɛ(̃kɛ)̃kɔã (2), see: kɛ2̃ 
 vt. werekɔã, see: were 
heal from  vt. werekɔã ...-a, see: were 
healed (be)  vi. werekɔã, see: were 
healer  n. ɛzɛde, see: ɛzɛ 
 n. ɛzɛkɛri, see: ɛzɛ 
health  n. aafia 
 n. dáama 
healthy  adv. aafia 
healthy person  n. aafiade, see: aafia 
heap  vt. zɛ ̃̀ dɔ, see: zɛ ̃̀ 
hear  vt. ma1 
 vt. yã ma, see: yã1 
hear from  vt. ma ...-a, see: ma1 
hear mention of  vt. sã ... pá ...-a, see: 

sã2 
hear rumour  vt. ĩa gá, see: ĩa 
hearer  n. màri, see: ma1 
heart  n. swã̃̀ 

heart matter  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛgũnyã, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
hearth  n. kĩni2 
hearth-stone  n. kĩnigbɛ, see: kĩni2 
heartless person  n. gbɛỹãkɛrisaride, 

see: gbɛ2̃ 
 n. wɛñdasaride, see: wɛñda 
heat  n. guwãna, see: gu 
 n. puusu 
 vt. wã 
heat up  vi. wã 
heathen  n. ludadɔr̃isari, see: Luda 
heat-rash  n. kpansuru 
heaven  n. ludambɛ, see: Luda 
heavenly  aadj. musude, see: musu 
heavenly body  n. musupɔ, see: musu 
 n. sarapurapɔ, see: sarapura 
heavens  n. sarapura 
heavy  adj. tìkisi (1) 
Hebrew  sn. Eberu 
hedgehog  n. anambɛɛkuta 
heeder of advice  n. lɛd́ammamari, see: 

lɛ1́ 
heel  n. gbátoki, see: gbá 
 n. toke 
heel tendon or hamstring  n. gbátĩ, see: 

gbá 
he-goat  n. blèkofĩni, see: blè 
heifer  n. zùnunu, see: zù 
height  n. gbã̃̀na 
 n. leikɛ, see: lei 
heir  n. túbibleri, see: túbi 
helmet  n. mɔ̃̀fura, see: mɔ̃̀ 
helmet shrike  n. webã, see: we1 
help  n. danlɛ, see: da2 
 n. faaba 
 n. kpányĩ, see: kpá 
 n. ɔdamma, see: ɔ 
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 vi. da ...-lɛ (1), see: da2 
 vi. kpá ...-i, see: kpá 
 vt. danlɛ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: da2 
 vt. faaba kɛ, see: faaba 
 vt. leo, see: le 
 vt. ɔ da ...-a, see: ɔ 
help each other  vi. kpákɔĩ, see: kpá 
helper  n. faabakɛri, see: faaba 
 n. kpanyĩri, see: kpá 
hem  vt. lɛ ́ba, see: lɛ1́ 
hem in  vt. kagura kɛ, see: ká1 
 vt. kũkũ (2), see: kũ3 
hen  n. koda, see: ko 
hen egg  n. konɛgbĩni, see: ko 
henna  n. anzina 
hepatitis  n. lágya, see: lá 
her  pr. a1 (1) 
 pr. a1 (2) 
herald  n. kpàkpakɛri, see: kpàkpa 

kɛ 
herbal medicine  n. bóka 
herbal medicine (make)  vt. bóka kɛ, 

see: bóka 
herbalist  n. bókakɛri, see: bóka 
herbivore  n. sã̃̀sori, see: sã̃̀ 
herd  vt. dã1 
herder  n. dã̃̀ri, see: dã1 
herdsman  n. pɔd́ãri, see: pɔ ́
here  adv. la1 
here at home  adv. bɛra, see: bɛ1 
hernia  n. sɔtɔtɛñna, see: sɔtɔ1 
hero  n. nɛǵɔg̃bɛ ̃(3), see: nɛ ́
heron  n. kpɔ̃̀bo'itɛ, see: kpɔ̃̀ 
he/she (Appositional)  pr. àkũ, see: à1 
he/she (Appositional Log.)  pr. akãa, 

see: a2 

he/she (Contrastive Log.)  pr. api, see: 
a2 

he/she didn't  pr. adi, see: a2 
 pr. adi, see: à1 
he/she (Habitual)  pr. àdi, see: à1 
he/she (Log. Stative)  pr. á2 (1) 
he/she must never  pr. àsungɔ ̃...-ro, 

see: à1 
he/she must not  pr. àsun ...-ro, see: à1 
he/she (Past)  pr. à1 (1) 
he/she (Past Log.)  pr. a1 (3) 
he/she (person under discussion)  pr. 

ade 
he/she (Stative)  pr. à1 (2) 
he/she (Subjunctive)  pr. à1 (3) 
he/she will  pr. ani, see: a2 
he/she will (Log.)  pr. áni, see: á2 
 pr. áni, see: ani 
he/she/it is/was  pr. àtɛn(i), see: à1 
he/she/it will  pr. ani 
he/she/it will always  pr. anigɔ,̃ see: 

ani 
hesitate  vt. sika kɛ, see: sika 
hesitation  n. sika 
hey!  exc. hee 
hey  exc. kai 
 part. yoo 
hiccup  vt. sikom pá 
hidden affair  n. gukpadoyã, see: gu 
hide  n. bára 
 vi. utɛ 
 vt. utɛ 
hide a part  vt. báraza yĩ, see: báraza o 
hide from  vi. utɛ ...-nɛ, see: utɛ 
 vt. utɛ ...-nɛ, see: utɛ 
hiding place  n. utɛki, see: utɛ 
high  adj. gbã̃̀na 
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 adj. lei 
 adv. musu 
high above  adv. musumusu, see: 

musu 
high inside hut  n. lo1 
high place  n. gulei, see: gu 
high wall  n. katanga 
highway  n. zɛḱpana, see: zɛ ́
hill  n. si ̃̃̀sĩ 
hillock  n. vù (1) 
hillside  n. si ̃̃̀sĩgɛrɛ, see: si ̃̃̀sĩ 
hilly  n. si ̃̃̀sĩde, see: si ̃̃̀sĩ 
hilly region  n. gusĩsĩde, see: gu 
him  pr. a1 (1) 
hinder  vi. gí ...-nɛ, see: gí 
 vi. kpá ...-nɛ, see: kpá 
hinge  n. asigbe 
hip  n. gbúku 
 n. gisi 
hip joint  n. gisipɛkɛrɛki, see: gisi 
 n. tugisi, see: tú 
hippopotamus  n. bɔrɛ2 
 n. ũ̃̀ma 
hired labour  n. zɔ̃̀zĩ, see: zɔ̃̀ 
hired labourer  n. zɔ̃̀zĩkɛri, see: zɔ̃̀ 
his  pr. a1 (2) 
his with fist on back  vt. okũ dí ...-a, 

see: okũ 
hiss  n. lɛśuru, see: lɛ1́ 
 n. suru 
 vt. lɛśuru ká, see: lɛ1́ 
hiss at  vt. suru gá ...-a, see: suru 
historian  n. yãzĩbaarukɛri, see: yã1 
history  n. gĩayãkɛna, see: gĩa1 
hit  vt. lɛ2́ 
 vt. pá1 
 vt. zɔ1̃ 

hit on the jaw  vt. lɛǵbako lɛ,́ see: lɛ1́ 
hit with fist  vt. okũ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: okũ 
hit with fist from above  vt. okũ pɛt́ɛ ...-

a, see: okũ 
hoard  vt. zĩ di, see: zĩ3 
hoarse (be)  vi. kòto ... na, see: kòto 
hoe  n. swa2 
 n. swakure, see: swa2 
 vt. wa 
hoe for digging yams  n. gbàfa 
hoe for making ridges  n. swada, see: 

swa2 
hoe weeds  vt. sã̃̀ wa, see: sã̃̀ 
hold  vt. kũna, see: kũ3 
hold eyes shut  vt. wɛ ́kukɔã, see: wɛ ́
hold grudge  vt. yã da nɛ ̃̀sɛn, see: yã1 
hole  n. fɔña, see: fɔ3̃ 
 n. wɛ ̃̀ɛ 
holiday  n. dikpɛgɔrɔ, see: di 
holiness  n. kúadona, see: kú 
hollow  n. guwɛɛ, see: gu 
hollow cloth belt  n. zã̃̀bɔkɔ, see: zã̃̀ 
hollow (make)  vt. sà da, see: sà3 
hollow out  vt. sɔ 
hollow out wood  vt. lí sɔ, see: lí1 
holocaust  n. sa'opɔ kũ òdi ká tɛ ́à tɛ ́

kũ, see: sa 
holy  adv. adona, see: ado 
holy (be)  vi. kun adona, see: kú 
Holy Father  sn. Baa Kuadonade, see: 

Baa 
holy one  n. kúadonade, see: kú 
Holy Spirit  sn. Luda Nini, see: Luda 
home  n. bɛ1 
home made spirit  n. sɔ̃̀ɔbiri 
homeless person  n. bɛsaride, see: bɛ1 
homespun cloth  n. gòdo 
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homicide  n. gbɛd̃ɛyã, see: gbɛ2̃ 
honest person  n. yãpurakɛri, see: yã1 
honey  n. zɔ ́(2) 
 n. zɔ'́i, see: zɔ ́
honey ant  n. bakɛl̃ia, see: bakɛ ̃
honey-ant  n. zɔ'́imiri, see: zɔ ́
honey-bee  n. zɔd́a, see: zɔ ́
honeycomb  n. zɔśa, see: zɔ ́
honeycomb structure  n. zɔśapura, 

see: zɔ ́
honey-eater  n. zɔ'́imibã, see: zɔ ́
honey-guide  n. zɔb́ã, see: zɔ ́
honey-like  aadj. zɔd́e, see: zɔ ́
honey-seller  n. zɔd́e, see: zɔ ́
honour  n. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
 vt. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ lí ...-nɛ, see: bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
 vt. kpe ta, see: kpe bo 
honourable  aadj. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛde, see: bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
honourable person  n. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛde, see: 

bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
hooded vulture  n. yumburuku 
hoof  n. gɛ ̃̀sɛsɔ, see: gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
 n. sɔ̃̀ (1), see: sɔ 
hoofed  adj. sɔ̃̀de, see: sɔ 
hook  n. daburu 
 n. loko 
hook (well)  n. kúra (1) 
hookworm  n. kaya 
hoopoe  n. wedekũnnabã, see: 

wedekũnna 
hop  vi. vĩ3 
hop over  vi. vĩ ...-la, see: vĩ3 
hope  n. wɛd́ɔina, see: wɛ ́
 vt. wɛ ́dɔ ...-a, see: wɛ ́
 vt. wɛ ́dɔ ...-i, see: wɛ ́
hopeful person  aadj. tãmaade, see: 

tãmaa 

hopefully  c. asa1 
horizon  n. ludambɛ lɛźɛki, see: Luda 
horn  n. bɛñɛ2 
 n. kuru2 
horn blast  n. kuru'ũ, see: kuru2 
hornbill  n. tiongo 
horn-blower  n. kurupɛri, see: kuru2 
horned owl  n. kóro 
horse  n. sɔ3̃ 
horse hair  n. tã̃̀a 
horseman  n. sɔd̃e, see: sɔ3̃ 
hospitable (be)  vt. yàri kɛ, see: yàri 
hospitable person  n. nibɔkũri, see: nibɔ 
hospital  n. asimiti 
hospitality  n. yàri 
hot  adj. wãna (1) 
hot ash  n. tɛb́ugu, see: tɛ3́ 
hot coal  n. tɛśĩsĩ, see: tɛ3́ 
 n. tɛýɔ,̃ see: tɛ3́ 
hot season  n. guwãnagɔrɔ, see: gu 
 n. guwãnatɛñna, see: gu 
hot tempered person  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛfutade, see: 

nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
hound on  vt. sùu kɛ ...-a 
hour  n. awa 
house  n. kpɛ1́ 
house owner  n. kpɛd́e, see: kpɛ1́ 
house rat  n. ɛñɛkpɛru, see: ɛñɛ 
household leader  n. ɔnde, see: ɔn 
household tax  n. bɛ'ɔgɔ, see: bɛ1 
householder  n. ɔnkũri, see: ɔn 
housework  n. ɔnzĩ, see: ɔn 
hover  vi. yàa kɛ 
how?  adv. dera 
 adv. kpate bà, see: kpate 
 adv. kpate taka bà, see: 

kpate 
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how  c. lákũ ... nà 
how (+Clause)  c. lán(dɔ)̃ ... nà, see: 

lákũ ... nà 
how many?  adv. ũgba 
how much?  adv. ũgba 
how much? (many items)  adv. 

ũgbangba, see: ũgba 
how much more  c. abelesa 
hugely  adv. zɔk̃ɔz̃ɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: zɔk̃ɔ ̃
hum  vi. wesa bo, see: we o 
human being  n. bisãsiri 
humane (be)  vt. gbɛk̃ɛ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

gbɛ2̃ 
humaneness  n. gbɛk̃ɛ, see: gbɛ2̃ 
humanity  n. bisãsirikɛ, see: bisãsiri 
humanness  n. bisãsirikɛ, see: bisãsiri 
humble oneself  vt. kĩa 
 vt. zĩda busa, see: zĩda 
humble person  n. zĩdabusari, see: zĩda 
humiliated (be)  vt. gɛrɛ kpá ... wɛí, see: 

gɛrɛ 
hump  n. kɔñɔ2 
hunch  n. kɔñɔ2 
hunchback  n. kpɛ ̃̀tɛ (2) 
hunched (be)  vt. kɔñɔ kú, see: kɔñɔ2 
hundred  num. basɔɔro 
hundred and eighty  num. bakɛñdo 
hundred and fifty  num. basuppla 

akuri, see: basuppla 
hundred and five  num. basɔɔro asɔɔro, 

see: basɔɔro 
hundred and forty  num. basuppla 
hundred and forty five  num. basuppla 

asɔɔro, see: basuppla 
hundred and seventy  num. basɔraakɔ ̃

akuri, see: basɔraakɔ ̃
hundred and sixty  num. basɔraakɔ ̃

hundred and sixty five  num. basɔraakɔ ̃
asɔɔro, see: basɔraakɔ ̃

hundred and ten  num. basɔɔro akuri, 
see: basɔɔro 

hundred and thirty  num. basuddo 
akuri, see: basuddo 

hundred and twenty  num. basuddo 
hundred and twenty five  num. 

basuddo asɔɔro, see: 
basuddo 

hundredth  aadj. basɔɔrode, see: 
basɔɔro 

hunger  n. nà2 
hungry  adj. nàde, see: nà2 
hungry (be)  vt. nà ... dɛ, see: nà2 
hungry person  n. nàdɛri, see: nà2 
hunt  n. tofeka, see: tofe 
 vt. tofe ká, see: tofe 
 vt. wɛ 
hunt from tree  vt. lí dã, see: lí1 
hunt in group  vt. lìkaitɛ kpá, see: lika1 
hunter  n. tofe 
 n. tofekari, see: tofe 
hunter's gong  n. yoka 
hurriedly  adv. kàsakasa (2) 
hurry  vi. wã 
hurry over  vi. wã ...-i, see: wã 
hurt  vi. ũ ...-a, see: ũ1 
 vt. wãwã kɛ, see: wã 
husband  n. gɔ1̃ 
 n. zã3 
husband of one wife  n. nɔmɛndode, 

see: nɔ 
husk  n. asɛ1̃ 
 vt. sà bo, see: sà3 
husk of beaten grain  n. sàko 
hut  n. kpɛ1́ 
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 n. kuta 
hyena  n. mani 
hyena fetish  sn. Manitãna, see: mani 
hypocrisy  n. manafikikɛ, see: manafiki 

hypocrite  n. manafikide, see: manafiki 
hyrax  n. ɛñɛkwiikwii, see: ɛñɛ 
hyssop like plant used for sprinkling  n. 

sã̃̀sɔṽlã, see: sã̃̀ 

I  -  i 
 
I alone  adv. mado(na), see: ma2 
I always (Habitual)  pr. madìgɔ,̃ see: 

ma2 
I always (Subjunctive)  pr. màgɔ,̃ see: 

mà 
I am/was  pr. matɛn(i), see: má2 
I (Appositional)  pr. makũ, see: ma2 
I didn't  pr. mádi, see: má2 
I (Habitual)  pr. madì, see: ma2 
I must  pr. másun, see: má2 
I must never  pr. màsungɔ ̃...-ro, see: mà 
I must not  pr. màsun ...-ro, see: mà 
I (Past)  pr. ma2 (3) 
I (Stative)  pr. má2 (1) 
I (Subjunctive)  pr. mà 
I will  pr. man(i), see: má2 
I will always  pr. manigɔ,̃ see: má2 
Ibadan  sn. Ibadã 
ibis  n. kpɔ̃̀bo'itɛ, see: kpɔ̃̀ 
identical  adj. sɛñkpɛ 
idiot  n. fayasaride, see: faya 
idle person  n. yãkɛrisari, see: yã1 
idol  n. tãna (2) 
idol carver  vt. tãna'ari, see: tãna 
idol forger  n. tãnapiri, see: tãna 
idol worshipper  n. tãnagbagbari, see: 

tãna 
if  c. tó2 (2) 
ignorance  n. dɔñasarikɛ, see: dɔ1̃ 

 n. wɛśira, see: wɛ ́
 n. wɛśirakɛna, see: wɛ ́
ignorant  adj. dɔñasari, see: dɔ1̃ 
 n. wɛśirade, see: wɛ ́
ignore  vt. yã kpá sãkoto, see: yã1 
ill (be); sick (be)  vt. gyã kɛ, see: gyã 
illiterate person  n. kyókɛrisari, see: 

kyó 
illness  n. gyã 
Illo  sn. Ìlo 
ill-tempered person  n. fìtide, see: fìti 
ill-willed  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛpãsĩde, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
Ilorin  sn. Ilorĩ 
Imam  sn. Liman 
Iman quarter  sn. Limanfãrandi, see: 

Liman 
imitate  vt. dada 
imitator  n. dàdari, see: dada 
immediately  adv. gɔ̃̃̀nɔgɔñɔ, see: gɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
 adv. teratera, see: tera 
immerse  vi. sɔ ̃pɛt́ɛ 
 vt. vlɛ ̃
immoral amusement  n. pãpãkɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: 

pã 
immoral matter  n. dàvãniyã, see: dà 
immoral person  n. gbãsĩkɛri, see: 

gbãsĩ2 
immorality  n. gbãsĩ2 
 n. pãpã, see: pã 
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immortal body  n. mɛ ̃̀vãnasari, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
immortality  n. mɛ ̃̀vãnasari, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
impartially  adv. kɛ ̃̀rɛkɛrɛ (2) 
imperishable  aadj. yagisaride, see: 

yagi kɛ 
implement  n. zĩkɛbɔ, see: zĩ2 
implicate  vt. da yãn, see: da2 
 vt. laba da ...-la, see: laba2 
 vt. leo, see: le 
impolite  aadj. zãzãde, see: zã ...-a 
 aadj. zãzãna, see: zã ...-a 
impoliteness  n. zãzã, see: zã ...-a 
important  adj. tìkisi (2) 
impose  vi. ká ...-i, see: ká1 
imposing  aadj. naaside, see: naasi 
impossibility  n. yãzɛsari, see: yã1 
impress  vt. kũ gbãna, see: kũ3 
imprint  n. gbɛ ̃̀ (2) 
imprison  vt. dakpɛn kɛ, see: da2 
impudence  n. karambaani 
impudent person  n. karambaanide, 

see: karambaani 
impulsive person  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛwãnade, see: 

nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
in  pp. gũn 
 pp. -lɛ 
 pp. -n2 
in a frenzy  adv. kɛ ̃̀rɛkɛrɛ (1) 
in addition  adv. dɔ1 
in care of (be)  vi. gɔ ̃... ɔĩ, see: gɔ2̃ 
in danger (be)  vt. kari kɛ, see: kari 
in doubt  adv. sikasika, see: sika 
in front  adv. arɛ 
in front of  adv. kpɛĺɛlɛa, see: kpɛ1́ 
 pp. arɛ 
in full  adv. papana, see: pa 
in future  adv. ziakpɛzĩ, see: zia1 

in groups  adv. gã̃̀ kũ gã̃̀ao, see: gã̃̀1 
 adv. gã̃̀agãa, see: gã̃̀1 
in hand of  pp. ɔĩ, see: ɔ 
in heaven  adv. ludambɛ, see: Luda 
in interior of  pp. gũngũn, see: gũn 
in lines  adv. dɔ̃̀rɔdɔrɔ, see: dɔ̃̀rɔ 
in middle of  pp. gura 
in morning  adv. kɔnkɔ 
in order  adv. zɛázɛa, see: zɛ ́
in power of  pp. ɔĩ, see: ɔ 
in presence of  pp. wára 
in prime  adv. gbãnagɔrɔ, see: gbãna 
in (pronoun suffix)  pp. -gu 
in remote bush  adv. sã̃̀ntɛpɔrɔtu, see: sã̃̀ 
in secret  adv. gusarɛ, see: gu 
in sky  adv. ludambɛ, see: Luda 
in small pieces  adv. ketekete, see: kete 
in stupor  adv. dãdãdãdã 
in the balance (life)  adv. lɛɛkɛɛ 
in very middle of  adv. guragura, see: 

gura 
in what way?  adv. kpate taka bà, see: 

kpate 
inability  n. funakɛ, see: fu 
inaugurate  vt. lɛ ́fɔ ̃(2), see: lɛ1́ 
incense  n. dùgu 
 n. turare 
incense altar  n. turaretitikpataki, see: 

turare 
incense powder n. turaretiti, see: turare 
incite  vt. laakari futɛ, see: laakari 
 vt. tɛ ́kpá ...-gu, see: tɛ3́ 
income tax  n. bùsu'ɔgɔ, see: bùsu 
 n. wã̃̀'ɔgɔ, see: wã̃̀ 
increase  vi. kara1 
independent  n. zĩdade, see: zĩda 
independent (be)  vt. zĩda vĩ, see: zĩda 
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index finger  n. ɔnɛterere, see: ɔ 
India  sn. India 
indicate  vt. sèeda kɛ, see: sèeda 
indigestion  n. swã̃̀tɛbo, see: swã̃̀ 
indigo  n. òsi 
indigo dye pit area  n. òsiwɛra, see: òsi 
indigo finch  n. òsibã, see: òsi 
indiscipline  n. zãzã, see: zã ...-a 
industrious (be)  vt. ania kɛ, see: ania 
industrious person  n. aniade, see: 

ania 
 n. kokaride, see: kokari 
industriousness  n. ania (1) 
inedible mushroom  n. dɔñɔyara, see: 

dɔñɔ 
ineffective act  n. yãgɛ, see: yã1 
ineffective (become)  vi. kɔ̃̀ ... ga, see: 

kɔ̃̀3 
inexpressible (be)  vt. gɛ ̃onala, see: gɛ2̃ 
infancy  n. nɛf́itikɛgɔrɔ, see: nɛ ́
infect  vi. li ...-i, see: li 
infected  vi. fɛ ̃
inferior  aadj. kĩana, see: kĩa 
 adj. gɛbu 
inferior to (be)  vi. kĩa ...-i, see: kĩa 
infertility  n. fĩnikɛ, see: fĩni 
 n. parakɛ, see: para1 
infested with bedbugs (be)  vt. gũ̃̀ma 

ká, see: gũ̃̀ma 
infirmity  n. kɔ̃̃̀nɔkɛ, see: kɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
influence  n. kɔ̃̀3 
influence against  vt. sã vú ...-nɛ, see: 

sã2 
inform  vt. lɛ ́za ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
Ingil  sn. Ingila 
ingratitude  n. guturu (1) 
inguinal hernia  n. sɔtɔ1 (2) 

inguinal hernia (having)  n. sɔtɔde, 
see: sɔtɔ1 

inhabitants  part. -denɔ, see: -de 
inhabitants of heaven  n. 

ludambɛdenɔ, see: Luda 
inhabitants of region  n. bùsudenɔ, see: 

bùsu 
inhale herbal incense  vt. dùgu kɛ, see: 

dùgu 
inhale incense in group  — dùgu ká, see: 

dùgu 
inherit  vt. túbi ble, see: túbi 
inherit tradition  vi. futɛ ká ...-la, see: 

futɛ 
inheritance  n. túbi 
initiate  vt. yãtã kpátɛ, see: yã1 
injure  vt. kĩnna 
injured (be)  vi. kĩnna 
injustice  n. yãzɛdesaride, see: yã1 
ink  n. tawada 
in-law  n. anzure 
inn  n. kipaki, see: kipa 
inn-keeper  n. kipakide, see: kipa 
innocence  n. taarisarikɛ, see: taari 
innocent  n. yãkekɛrisaride, see: yã1 
innocent person  n. taarisaride, see: 

taari 
insanity  n. bã̃̀n 
insect  n. kɔ̃̀kɔ 
insect species  n. bɛ ̃̀tɛkɔkɔ, see: bɛ ̃̀tɛ 
 n. buranɛgbɛ,̃ see: bura 
 n. káko 
 n. kakɔs̃ɛ 
 n. sia (2) 
insert  vt. sɔtɔ2 
insides  n. pɔǵũnnɔ, see: pɔ ́
insight  n. wɛźɛ,̃ see: wɛ ́



insignificance  Israel 

 English — Busa Finderlist 185 

insignificance  n. futakɛ, see: futa 
insignificant  aadj. tɔśaride, see: tɔ1́ 
 adj. futa 
insignificant thing  n. yabirinna 
insincere  n. lɛṕlade, see: lɛ1́ 
insistently  adv. gãngãn 
insolence  n. karambaani 
 n. wɛḱãkã, see: wɛ ́
insolent person  n. karambaanide, see: 

karambaani 
inspect  vt. tàasi ká, see: tàasi 
inspection  n. tàasi 
inspector  n. tàasikari, see: tàasi 
install  vt. ká1 (2) 
install on throne  vt. ká kína 

ũ/kpatan, see: ká1 
instruct  vt. da ...-nɛ, see: da2 
 vt. lɛ ́dɔ ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
instruction  n. ɔnɛtereredɔki, see: ɔ 
 n. yã'onnɛ(na), see: yã1 
instructor  n. dannɛri, see: da2 
instrument  part. -bɔ 
insult  n. sɔ1̃ 
 vt. sɔs̃ɔ,̃ see: sɔ1̃ 
intelligence  n. wɛźɛ,̃ see: wɛ ́
intelligent (be)  vt. wɛ ́zɛ,̃ see: wɛ ́
intelligent person  n. wɛźɛr̃i, see: wɛ ́
intensive (Adjective affix)  part. -nle 
intentionally  adv. gbĩnigbĩni, see: gbĩni 
intently  adv. tíii 
interest  n. bàka2 
 n. ɔgɔ'i, see: ɔgɔ 
interested in (be) a matter  vt. ɔ lika ...-i, 

see: ɔ 
interfere  vi. lɛ ́kú ... yãn, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. kpátɛ kɛ ...-i, see: kpátɛ 
interior  n. gũn 

intermediary  n. kɔŕɔnna 
interpret proverb  vt. yáasi bo, see: 

yáasi 
interpreter  n. bɔkɔtɛri, see: bɔkɔtɛ 

(...-nɛ) 
 n. yã'onnɛri, see: yã1 
interrogate  vt. lala ...-a, see: la2 
 vt. lí pɛt́ɛ ...-a, see: lí1 
intersection  n. zɛŕankpakɔã, see: zɛ ́
intestine  n. nukãni 
intrude  vi. gɛ ̃...-i, see: gɛ2̃ 
invade  vi. gɛ ̃...-i, see: gɛ2̃ 
invite to  vt. sísi ...-a, see: sísi 
inviting look (by female)  n. gɔg̃wawɛ, 

see: gɔ1̃ 
invocation  n. sa 
invoke  vt. sa o, see: sa 
iron  n. mɔ̃̀ (1) 
 n. mɔ̃̀si, see: mɔ̃̀ 
iron article  n. mɔ̃̀pɔ, see: mɔ̃̀ 
iron bar  n. mɔ̃̀gorokpana, see: mɔ̃̀ 
iron ore  n. tãmagbɛ, see: tãma 
iron ore waste  n. mɔ̃̀gbɔ,̃ see: mɔ̃̀ 
iron shackle  n. mɔ̃̀kpati, see: mɔ̃̀ 
ironmonger  n. tãma 
irreligious person  n. ludawɛkɛrisari, 

see: Luda 
irresponsible  adj. yana, see: ya 
irresponsible (be)  vi. ya (3) 
is it not?  part. -nloo, see: -nlo 
Isaac  sn. Isaaku 
Ishmael  sn. Sumaila 
Islamic month  n. nɔgbɛz̃ĩnanɔlɛyĩ, see: 

nɔ 
island  n. luan 
Israel  sn. Isaraila 
 sn. Isire 
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Israelite  sn. Isaraila 
Issa  sn. Isa 
it is necessary that  c. sé 
it is not  part. -nlo, see: -n1 
Italy  sn. Itali 
itch  n. samia 

 n. ũkã 
 vt. ũkã káka, see: ũkã 
item of payment  n. fĩnabobɔ, see: fĩna 
its  pr. a1 (2) 
ivory  n. wisasaka, see: wisa 

J  -  j 
 
jacana (bird)  n. dã̃̀dãbã, see: dã̃̀dã 
jackal  n. gbɛg̃bon, see: gbɛ3̃ 
Jacob  sn. Yakubu 
jar  n. lo2 
javelin  n. sári 
jaw  n. gɛrɛ (1) 
jaw bone  n. kɛw̃a, see: kɛ1̃ 
jawbone  n. gɛrɛwa, see: gɛrɛ 
jealous (be)  vt. gɔb̃a kpá, see: gɔb̃a 
 vt. nɛ ̃̀sɛgɔb̃a kɛ, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
jealous person  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛgɔb̃ade, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
jealousy  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛgɔb̃a, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
Jerusalem  n. Usalima 
 sn. Yurusalɛmu 
Jesus  sn. Isa 
 sn. Yesu 
Jew  sn. Yahuda 
 sn. Yuda 
jewel  n. gbɛ ̃̀bai, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
jewellery  n. nɔmanablebɔ, see: nɔ 
jewellery item  n. zãblebɔ, see: zã1 
Jewishness  n. Yudakɛ, see: Yuda 
Job  sn. Ayuba 
John  sn. Yuhana 
John the Baptist  sn. Yahaya 
join  vi. na ...-a, see: na 
 vi. pɛkɛrɛ ...-a, see: pɛ ́

 vt. pɛkɔã, see: pɛ ́
join hands  vt. ɔ kákũn, see: ɔ 
join together  vt. pɛṕɛkɛrɛ, see: pɛ ́
joined  adj. pɛkɛrɛna, see: pɛ ́
joint  n. gudɔkɔãnaki, see: gu 
 n. mɛ ̃̀pɛpɛkɛrɛki, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
 n. pɛkɛrɛki, see: pɛ ́
 n. pɛḱi, see: pɛ ́
 n. wápɛkɛrɛki, see: wá 
joke with  vt. yò bo 
Jonah  sn. Inusa 
Joseph  sn. Yusufu 
journey  n. wɛt̃ɛgɛna, see: wɛt̃ɛ 
joy  n. pɔnna, see: pɔ 
judge  n. alikali 
 n. yãgɔg̃ɔr̃i, see: yã1 
 n. yãgɔg̃ɔñnɛri, see: yã1 
 n. yãkpatɛkɛri, see: yã1 
judge someone  vt. yãkpatɛ kɛ ...-la, see: 

yã1 
judgement  n. yãkpatɛ, see: yã1 
judgment  n. yã1 (7) 
judgment day  adv. yãkpatɛkɛgɔrɔzĩ, 

see: yã1 
juicy (fruit)  adv. swã̃̀swɛ ̃(1) 
jump  vi. vĩ3 
jump about  vi. vĩvĩ, see: vĩ3 
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jump (ex. shot animal)  vi. gbãtɛ 
jump from tree to tree  vt. lí papa, see: 

lí1 
jump up  vi. vĩ pɛt́ɛ, see: vĩ3 
jungle  n. dàko (1) 
jungle by stream  n. swadako, see: 

swa1 
just  aadj. zɛd́e, see: zɛ ́

 adj. súsu (2) 
just in front of  pp. kuru1 
justice  n. yãzɛde(kɛ), see: yã1 
justified person  n. yãnnade, see: yã1 
justifier  n. yãnnakpammaride, see: 

yã1 
justly  adv. súsu 

K  -  k 
 
Kaiama  sn. Kaama (2) 
Kalale  sn. Kalale 
Kali  sn. Kare 
Kambari  sn. Kambari 
kapok  n. gbɛ ́
kapok fibre  n. gbɛĺibu, see: gbɛ ́
kapok species  n. beru 
Karabonde  sn. Karabande 
keep from shame  vt. kpe ta, see: kpe 

bo 
keep matter secret  vt. lá kú (...-la) 

(2), see: lá 
keep mouth shut  vt. lɛ ́kũ, see: lɛ1́ 
keep secret  vt. asiri tá, see: asiri 
keep the law  vt. doka kũna, see: doka 
keep vigil  vt. itɛ ̃kɛ, see: i2 
keeper of supplies  n. pɔd́ãkpari, see: pɔ ́
Kemp's gerbril  n. ɛñɛwasi, see: ɛñɛ 
Kere  sn. Kɛrɛi 
kerosene  n. karozĩni 
kettle  n. buta 
key  n. mɔ̃̀nɛ, see: mɔ̃̀ 
kick  vt. zɔ1̃ 
kick with foot  vt. toke zu, see: toke 
kid  n. blènɛ, see: blè 

kidnapper  n. lágilagi 
kidney  n. blá (2) 
kill  vt. dɛ 
 vt. dɛ 
kill tree by burning  vt. lí kpáta, see: lí1 
killer  n. dɛ ̃̀ri, see: dɛ 
kilogram  cn. kiloo (1) 
kilometre  cn. kiloo (2) 
kind  n. buri 
 n. taka 
kind (be)  vt. gbɛk̃ɛ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: gbɛ2̃ 
kind person  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛmanade, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
kindness  n. gbɛk̃ɛ, see: gbɛ2̃ 
king  n. kí 
 n. kíbɛ, see: kí 
 n. kína, see: kí 
kingdom  n. kpata1 (1) 
kingdom (land)  n. kíbusu, see: kí 
kingfisher  n. íbã, see: í 
 n. kíbã, see: kí 
king's child  n. kínanɛ, see: kí 
king's household  n. kínabɛdenɔ, see: 

kí 
king's tax  n. táfe 
kingship  n. kínakɛ, see: kí 
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kiss  vt. lɛ ́pɛ ́...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
kitchen  n. kataaru 
 n. pɔb́lekpɛ, see: pɔ ́
knead flour  vt. flawa dɛ, see: flawa 
knee  n. koso 
kneecap  n. kosobata, see: koso 
knife  n. fɛñɛ 
knife blade  n. fɛñɛpaturupa, see: fɛñɛ 
knife handle  n. fɛñɛpa, see: fɛñɛ 
knotted (be)  vt. kũ̃̀ dɔ, see: kũ̃̀1 
knotty (be)  vi. kũ̃̀ gba, see: kũ̃̀1 
knotty (make)  vt. kũ̃̀ gba, see: kũ̃̀1 
know  vt. dɔ1̃ (1) 

know situation  vt. gbá dɔ,̃ see: gbá 
know-all  n. yãpinkidɔr̃i, see: yã1 
know-how  n. gbá (2) 
knowledge  n. dɔña, see: dɔ1̃ 
knowledgeable person  n. dɔ̃̃̀ri, see: dɔ1̃ 
knuckle  n. ɔkɔta, see: ɔ 
 n. ɔnɛkũ, see: ɔ 
Kob antelope  n. zɔ2̃ 
Koro  sn. Kɔrɔ 
Kuble  sn. Kuble, see: kù2 
Kurwasa  sn. Kwasa 
Kute  sn. Kutɛ 
Kyenga/Kyanga  sn. Kyã̃̀ga 

L  -  l 
 
Laaru  sn. Laaru 
labourer  n. zĩgbãnakɛri, see: zĩ2 
 n. zĩkɛri, see: zĩ2 
lack  n. pɔḱĩammana, see: pɔ ́
 vi. kĩa ...-a, see: kĩa 
lack of leadership  n. don'arɛdesarikɛ, 

see: do ...-nɛ arɛ 
lack of planning  n. lɛḱpakũsũnasari, 

see: lɛ1́ 
lack of population  n. bùsugbɛs̃arikɛ, 

see: bùsu 
lacking  aadj. kĩana, see: kĩa 
lacking faith in God  n. 

ludanaanɛkĩanade, see: 
Luda 

ladder  n. gára1 (2) 
ladies and gentlemen  exc. zãmaa 
ladle  n. bisa 
 n. dòli, see: dò 
 n. gɔm̃bɔ 

 n. tɛ ̃̀tɛri 
lagoon  n. sɛ ̃̀bɛda, see: sɛ ̃̀bɛ 
Lagos  sn. Iko 
laid out  adv. plɛ ̃̀kɛtɛkɛ 
laid out (body)  adv. sɔ̃̀rɔrɔ, see: sɔrɔrɔ 
lake  n. sɛ ̃̀bɛda, see: sɛ ̃̀bɛ 
lamb  n. sãnɛ bɔ̃̀rɔ, see: sã1 
lame person  n. ɛrɛ 
lament  n. wɛñdalɛ, see: wɛñda 
 vt. kukuku kɛ, see: kukuku 
 vt. wɛñda kɛ, see: wɛñda 
lamentation  n. kukuku 
lamp  n. fitila 
lamp snuffer  n. fitiladɛbɔ, see: fitila 
lamp-light  n. fitila'i, see: fitila 
lamp-stand  n. fitiladibɔ, see: fitila 
land for building  n. zĩtɛ 
language  n. buriyã, see: buri 
 n. yã1 (1) 
 n. yãburi, see: yã1 
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lanky  adv. digãdigã 
 padj. kpakotonle, see: 

kpakoto 
lap  n. pɔtɛ (2) 
large  adj. da1 (2) 
large and round  adj. bùkutu, see: 

búkutu 
large area of cultivation  n. búgbɛ, see: 

bú 
large army ant  n. zutɛ 
large black scorpion  n. fí sira, see: fí 
large black stinging ant  n. babareda, 

see: babare 
large body of water  n. sɛ ̃̀bɛ 
large calabash  n. kɛrɛ (1) 
large cloth  n. bizada, see: biza 
large gourd  n. sɛ ̃̀tɛsita, see: sɛ ̃̀tɛ 
large hairy trapdoor spider  n. 

dã̃̀mboro kãde, see: 
dã̃̀mboro 

large head cloth  n. tutu 
large hernia  n. sɔtɔda, see: sɔtɔ1 
large hoe  n. kalomi 
large long beetle that fakes death  n. 

kpomugɔñɔ 
 n. wé'iyãgasãna, see: wé'i 
large male  aadj. sà2 
large male crocodile  n. kwãsa, see: kwã 
large mushroom  n. dɔñɔpana, see: 

dɔñɔ 
large number  n. dasikɛ, see: dasi 
large okra species  n. kpèkpasarabɛñɛ, 

see: kpè 
large pot  n. dàga 
large shop  n. kanti 
large squash species  n. gãmbikina, see: 

gãmbi 

large thornbush  n. lɛ ̃̀baani, see: lɛ ̃̀2 
large white fish  n. dodokwãi 
large white yam  n. ápura, see: á3 
large (writing)  aadj. gbã̃̀gidigbagidi, 

see: gbàgidi 
large yam species  n. angogo 
lariat  n. bàkangãn, see: bà2 
lark  n. bubã 
 n. buubã, see: buu1 
last  aadj. lakitikɛna, see: lakiti 

kɛ 
last days  n. gɔrɔ kpɛdenɔ, see: gɔrɔ 
last one  n. kpɛde, see: kpɛ 
last year  adv. muniyã 
later  adv. saa 
 adv. zã2 
later generations  n. kpɛkpɛdenɔ, see: 

kpɛ 
laterite  n. koa 
 n. tɛñtɛk̃ɔsɔ 
latrine  n. bĩnikpɛkɛki, see: bĩni1 
 n. gbɔ̃̃̀wɛɛ, see: gbɔ̃̃̀ 
laugh  n. yá3 
laugh (about)  vt. yáa dɔ (...-a), see: 

yá3 
laugh at  vt. ... yáa dɔ (...-a), see: yá3 
laugh loudly  vt. yá gbãna dɔ, see: yá3 
laughing  n. yáadɔ, see: yá3 
laughing dove  n. potɛñɛtɛñna, see: 

potɛñɛ 
laughing matter  n. yáadɔyã, see: yá3 
laughing stock  n. yáadɔnapɔ, see: yá3 
launderer  n. pɔṕipiri, see: pɔ ́
laundry blue  n. bulu 
law  n. doka 
 n. dokayã, see: doka 
law-abider  n. dokadari, see: doka 
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law-abiding person  n. ikoyãdari, see: 
iko 

lawgiver  n. dokaditɛri, see: doka 
lawless person  n. dokadarisari, see: 

doka 
 n. ikoyãdarisaride, see: iko 
lawlessness  n. ikoyãdarisari, see: iko 
lawmaker  n. dokaditɛri, see: doka 
lawyer  n. dokadɔr̃i, see: doka 
lay egg  vt. nɛǵbĩni da, see: nɛ ́
lay foundation  vt. ɛ ̃datɛ/kpátɛ/pɛt́ɛ, 

see: ɛ ̃
lay foundation of house  vt. kpɛ ́pɛt́ɛ, see: 

kpɛ1́ 
lay hand on  vt. ɔ na ...-a, see: ɔ 
laziness  n. ma'ã 
lazy (be)  vt. ma'ã kɛ, see: ma'ã 
lazy person  n. ma'ãde, see: ma'ã 
Leaba  sn. Lɛɛba 
lead  n. mɔ̃̀gbɛ, see: mɔ̃̀ 
 vi. do ...-nɛ arɛ 
lead astray  vt. sãsã1 
lead (metal)  n. daruma 
lead (to)  vi. mɔ ́...-o ... -nɛ, see: mɔ1́ 
leader  n. arɛde, see: arɛ 
 n. don'arɛde, see: do ...-nɛ 

arɛ 
 n. mìde, see: mì 
leader of army  n. zi ̃̃̀kpɛde, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
leader of female dancers  sn. Maga 
leadership  n. don'arɛdekɛ, see: do 

...-nɛ arɛ 
leading cow  n. zùbede, see: zù 
leaf  n. lá 
leak  n. íboki, see: í 
 vi. bɔtɛ (...-a) 
 vt. í bo, see: í 

 vt. í fɔ,̃ see: í 
lean on  vi. na ...-i, see: na 
lean over  vt. yɛ ̃̀kpɛɛ kɛ, see: yɛ ̃̀kpɛɛ 
leaning  adj. kpanna, see: kpá 
learn  vi. dada 
 vt. yã dada, see: yã1 
learned  n. yãdɔr̃i, see: yã1 
learned (be)  vt. kyó dɔ,̃ see: kyó 
learner  n. dàdari, see: dada 
least  adv. kpɛ2́ 
leather  n. bára 
leather bracelet  n. bára zã̃̀a, see: bára 
leave  vi. kɛ ̃...-a, see: kɛ2̃ 
 vt. tó1 
leave alone  vi. go ...-a, see: go 
leave aside  vt. lɛ ̃̀ zɔ ̃ta ...-lɛ, see: lɛ ̃̀2 
leave behind  vt. tón, see: tó1 
leave message for  vt. lɛ ́di ...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
leave testament  vt. lɛǵbɛ ditɛ/kɛ, see: 

lɛ1́ 
leave the world  vt. andunia tó, see: 

andunia 
leaven  vt. pɔ ́sɛśɛ, see: pɔ ́
leavened food  n. pɔśɛsɛna, see: pɔ ́
Lebanon  sn. Lɛbana 
leech  n. toro 
leer at  vt. wakalokũ kɛ ...-i, see: 

waka 
left hand  n. ɔzɛ, see: ɔ 
left handed person  n. ɔzɛde, see: ɔ 
leftovers  n. kpara 
leg  n. gbá (1) 
lemon  n. lèmu kpã̃̀kpã, see: lemu 
lend  vt. bo ...-nɛ, see: bo2 
lend capital  vt. da kɛ ...-nɛ, see: da1 
lend money  vt. ɔgɔ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: ɔgɔ 
lend to  vt. sãkã ...-nɛ, see: sãkã ...-a 
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lender  n. pɔśãkãri, see: pɔ ́
length  n. gbã̃̀na 
length of cloth  cn. pɔt́ɛ 
 n. pɔĺɛ, see: pɔ ́
leopard  n. sàbo 
 n. sàbo tɛr̃a, see: sàbo 
leper  n. kusu 
 n. kusude, see: kusu 
leprosy  n. kusu 
Leshigbe  sn. Lesigbɛ 
less five  num. sɔɔrosari, see: sɔɔro 
less one (Cardinal)  num. donsari, see: 

do 
less one (Ordinal)  num. donsaride, see: 

do 
less two  aadj. plansaride, see: pla 
 num. plansari, see: pla 
-lessness  part. -sarikɛ, see: sari 
let down  vt. bakɛ ̃
let go  vt. gbarɛ 
let go of  vt. ɔ gbarɛ ...-i, see: ɔ 
let hands drop  vt. ɔ gbarɛ, see: ɔ 
let other speak first  vt. kpán'arɛ kɛ, 

see: kpá 
Levaillant's cuckoo  n. gɛ ̃̀bã, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
level  vt. datɛ 
 vt. kpakũsũ, see: kpá 
level (be)  vi. kpakũsũ, see: kpá 
level edges  vt. lɛ ́kpakũsũ (1), see: lɛ1́ 
liar  n. ɛḱɛtori, see: ɛḱɛ 
 n. yãsirade, see: yã1 
liberal (be)  vi. gɛ ̃ɔla, see: gɛ2̃ 
library  n. takadakatɛki, see: takada 
lichen  n. dã3 (1) 
lick  vt. sãsã2 (1) 
lick hand  vt. ɔ sãsã (1), see: ɔ 
lid  n. nɛ ́(3) 

 n. nɛḱparɛ, see: nɛ ́
lie  n. ɛḱɛ 
 n. yãsira, see: yã1 
lie around  vi. wutɛ ...-i, see: wútɛ 
lie down  vi. wútɛ 
 vt. wútɛ 
lie down (many)  vi. wútɛwutɛ, see: 

wútɛ 
lie in wait for  vt. dãdã, see: dã1 
life  n. wã̃̀ndi 
life saving thing  n. wã̃̀ndibadɔbɔ, see: 

wã̃̀ndi 
life-giver  n. wã̃̀ndikpammari, see: 

wã̃̀ndi 
lifeless  adv. dɔ̃̀lɔlɔ 
lifeless thing  n. pɔǵɛ, see: pɔ ́
lifetime  n. wã̃̀ndigɔrɔ, see: wã̃̀ndi 
lift  vt. sɛ1́ 
lift up  vt. sɛ ́musu, see: sɛ1́ 
lifter  n. sɛ ̃̀(sɛ)ri, see: sɛ1́ 
ligament  n. tĩ 
light  adj. futa 
 adv. yɛɛ̃ɛ 
 n. gupura, see: gu 
 vt. tɛ ́na ...-a, see: tɛ3́ 
light (become)  vt. gupura kũ, see: gu 
light in colour  padj. fàuunle, see: fàuu 
light lamp  vt. fitila na, see: fitila 
light (lamp)  vt. na 
light-bearer  n. gupurakũri, see: gu 
lighten  vi. gu ... pu, see: gu 
 vi. pu 
 vt. gu pu, see: gu 
lightning  n. legũpina, see: legũ 
 n. sura 
like  c. lákũ ... nà 
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 c. lán(dɔ)̃ ... nà, see: lákũ ... 
nà 

 pp. bà1 
 pp. nà1 
 vi. ye ...-i (2), see: ye 
like (+NP)  c. lán(dɔ)̃ ... bà, see: lákũ 

... nà 
like this  adv. lɛ 
like-minded  n. lɛd́okɔñɔde, see: lɛ1́ 
lily  n. wisasã, see: wisa 
lily species  n. pɔ̃̀ti 
 n. zaakisã, see: zaaki 
limb  n. gukpara, see: gu 
 n. mɛ ̃̀gu, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
limestone  n. gbɛ ̃̀gbɛ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
limp  vi. tɔɔ̃tɛ 
line  n. dɔ̃̀rɔ 
lineage  n. bozirɛ, see: bo2 
lion  n. músu 
lioness  n. músuda, see: músu 
lip  n. lɛb́ara, see: lɛ1́ 
lip of vagina  n. zã̃̀lɛbara, see: zã̃̀ 
liquid  n. í (1) 
listen to  vt. ma ...-a, see: ma1 
 vt. sã kpá ...-i, see: sã2 
listen to counsel  vt. lɛd́amma ma, see: 

lɛ1́ 
listener  n. sãkpari, see: sã2 
literacy instructor  n. kyódari, see: kyó 
literate person  n. kyódɔr̃i, see: kyó 
litre  cn. lita 
little  adj. fíti 
little finger  n. ɔnɛkparɛ, see: ɔ 
live  vi. kú 
live as stranger  vt. nibɔ ble, see: nibɔ 
live at someone's expense  vi. sɔtɔ ...-i, 

see: sɔtɔ2 

live offering  n. sa'opɔ, see: sa 
live with a woman  vt. da nɔi, see: da2 
livelihood  n. bleki, see: ble 
liver  n. pɔ 
living  aadj. wã̃̀ndide, see: wã̃̀ndi 
living room  n. kpɛd́a, see: kpɛ1́ 
lizard  n. zɔ̃̃̀ 
load  n. aso 
 vt. di ...-nɛ, see: di 
load someone  vt. aso di ...-nɛ, see: aso 
loan  vt. pɔ ́bo ...-nɛ, see: pɔ ́
local vodka  n. kodo 
locust  n. kwa 
locust species  n. buukwa 
 n. sutɛ ̃
locust-bean  n. kpà 
locust-bean mustard  n. kparo 
locust-bean seed  n. kpɛwɛ 
lodge  vi. kipa (2) 
lodging  n. kipaki, see: kipa 
loin-cloth  n. sarara 
loins  n. wóplɛ, see: wó1 
loiter  vi. nanagui, see: na 
lolly  n. suwiti 
loner  n. boado, see: bo2 
long  adj. gbã̃̀na 
long and narrow  adv. sɔrɔrɔ 
long and narrow (many)  adv. 

sɔrɔrɔsɔrɔrɔ, see: sɔrɔrɔ 
long basket  n. gbàsɔ, see: gbà 
 n. mankara 
long facial scar  n. fíro 
long for  vt. bɛgɛ kɛ, see: bɛgɛ 
long gourd  n. zunguru 
long grass  n. kàpa 
long grass species  n. kàsapli, see: kàsa 
long narrow sack  n. sɔ̃̀ (2), see: sɔ 
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long sleeveless gown  n. gyaba 
long time ago  n. zĩ3 (2) 
long time (be)  vi. gì kɛ 
long woven sieve  n. kɔ̃̀kɔsɔ 
long-crested hawk-eagle  n. vãu 

sutade, see: vãu 
longevity  n. gìkɛnakɛ, see: gì kɛ 
longing  n. bɛgɛ 
look around at  vt. wɛ ́matɛ ...-i, see: wɛ ́
 vt. wɛ ́pá ...-a, see: wɛ ́
look at  vt. gwa 
look expectantly at  vt. wɛ ́gwa (1), 

see: wɛ ́
look for  vt. wɛ 
 vt. wɛtɛ, see: wɛ 
look for firewood  vt. yàka wɛ, see: 

yàka 
look good  vi. bo mana, see: bo2 
look of disapproval  n. wɛḱpãntɛ,̃ see: 

wɛ ́
look up or far off  vt. wɛ ́zu, see: wɛ ́
loom  n. àsa 
loose  vi. zukũna ...-a, see: zu 
loose weight  vi. fɛf̃ɛ,̃ see: fɛ ̃
loosen  vi. poro 
 vt. poro 
Lord  sn. Dikiri, see: dikiri 
lord  n. dikiri 
lord it over  vt. gbãna ble ...-a, see: 

gbãna 
lordship  n. dikirikɛ, see: dikiri 
lose desire for  vi. ni ... bo ...-gu, see: 

ni1 
lose temper at  vi. pɔ ... fɛ ̃...-o/i, see: 

pɔ 
loss of vitality  n. mɛ ̃̀kɛmuna, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
lost (be)  vi. sãsã1 

 vi. zukũna, see: zu 
Lot  sn. Lutu 
loudly  adv. gbãna 
 adv. gbãnagbãna, see: gbãna 
loud-mouthed person  n. lɛd́e, see: lɛ1́ 
lounge  n. fàaiboki, see: fàai 
louse  n. sàa 
love  n. yenyĩ, see: ye 
love each other  vi. yekɔĩ, see: ye 
love (person)  vi. ye ...-i (2), see: ye 
loving-kindness n. yenyĩkɛna, see: ye 
low  adj. ɛtɛ1 
low and small  aadj. ɛtɛnna, see: ɛtɛ1 
low wall in house  n. suu2 
lower  vi. sitɛ, see: si2 
 vt. busa 
 vt. natɛ, see: na 
lower back  n. wóplɛ, see: wó1 
lower backbone  n. gbúkuwa, see: 

gbúku 
lower part  n. gɛĩ 
Lubararu  sn. Lubaraaru 
lucky  aadj. mìnnade, see: mì 
luggage carrier  n. karia 
Luma  sn. Lumma 
lumbar vertebrae  n. wógbawa, see: 

wó1 
lump  n. kɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
 n. kũ̃̀1 
lump (make) vt. kũ̃̀ dɔ, see: kũ̃̀1 
lungs  n. fuka (1) 
lurk  vi. nanagui, see: na 
lust  n. mɛ ̃̀yãnidɛna, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
lying on back  adv. kpɛdangara, see: 

kpɛ 
lymph  n. ísei, see: í 
lyn]   n. sumatɛ ̃
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M  -  m 
 
made of thornbush  aadj. lɛ ̃̀lide, see: lɛ ̃̀2 
madly  adv. bã̃̀nbãn, see: bã̃̀n 
madman  n. bã̃̀nde, see: bã̃̀n 
 n. ĩade, see: ĩa 
madness  n. bã̃̀n 
 n. ĩa (3) 
maggot  n. guyĩdakɔkɔ, see: gu 
 n. kɔ̃̀kɔbiri, see: kɔ̃̀kɔ 
magical power  n. ɛzɛdekɛ, see: ɛzɛ 
magician  n. dabokɛri, see: dabo 
 n. yãbonsarɛkɛri, see: yã1 
mahogany  n. maa 
main road  n. zɛd́a, see: zɛ ́
main room  n. kpɛd́a, see: kpɛ1́ 
maize  n. gbado 
maize cake  n. masa 
majestic glory  n. kíkɛgakuri, see: kí 
majestic state  n. gakurikɛ, see: gakuri 
majesty  n. kíkɛ, see: kí 
majority  adj. daside, see: dasi 
 n. paride, see: pari 
make  vt. kɛ 
maker  n. kɛ ̃̀ri, see: kɛ 
Malale  sn. Malaale 
Malanville  sn. Malavii 
male  n. gɔg̃bɛ,̃ see: gɔ1̃ 
male agama lizard  n. zukpatagisa, 

see: zukpata 
male genitals  n. sɔtɔ1 (1) 
male goat  n. kofĩni 
male lion  n. músusa, see: músu 
male of palm variety  n. sèsa, see: sè 
male offspring  n. nɛśa, see: nɛ ́

male organ  n. gɔg̃bɛk̃ɛbɔ, see: gɔ1̃ 
male slave  n. zɔ̃̀gɔg̃bɛ,̃ see: zɔ̃̀ 
malice  n. dà ĩni, see: dà 
malicious intent  n. wɛd́o, see: wɛ ́
malicious person  n. dà'ĩnide, see: dà 
 n. lɛf́ɔtɔde, see: lɛ1́ 
Mamma  sn. Naa 
man  n. gɔ1̃ 
 n. gɔg̃bɛ,̃ see: gɔ1̃ 
man of discernment or understanding 

n. asãnsĩnide, see: asãnsĩni 
manatee  n. ayu 
mane  n. sɛ ̃̀rɛkã, see: sɛ ̃̀rɛ 
mango  n. manguru 
 n. mauu 
manioc  n. gbɛ'́a 
manliness  n. gɔs̃akɛ, see: gɔ1̃ 
manly force  n. gɔs̃agbãnakɛ, see: gɔ1̃ 
manual skill  n. ɔzĩ, see: ɔ 
manure  n. pɔǵbɔ,̃ see: pɔ ́
manure-heap  n. zùgbɔk̃atɛki, see: zù 
many  adj. bíta 
 adj. dasi 
 adv. dasi 
many times  adv. gã̃̀mbaaakɔ,̃ see: gã̃̀n 
mark  vt. ɔgbɛ kɛ ...-a, see: ɔ 
market  n. ɛtɛ2 
market stall  n. ɛtɛkuta, see: ɛtɛ2 
market tax  n. ɛtɛ'ɔgɔ, see: ɛtɛ2 
marriage  n. nɔsɛ, see: nɔ 
 n. zãkɛ, see: zã3 
married  aadj. gɔd̃e, see: gɔ1̃ 
married (man)  aadj. nɔde, see: nɔ 
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married woman  n. nɔzãre, see: nɔ 
marrow  n. gbɛzɛ 
marrow (bone)  n. bɔŕɔgɔ 
marry a man  vt. zã kɛ, see: zã3 
marry woman  vt. nɔ sɛ,́ see: nɔ 
marvel  n. dabo 
Mary  sn. Mariama 
masculinity  n. gɔg̃bɛk̃ɛ, see: gɔ1̃ 
mash  vt. kpɔ̃̀kɔɔ̃ dɛ, see: kpɔ̃̀ 
mason  n. ɛb̃ori, see: ɛ ̃
mason wasp  n. dodondai 
 n. zúmantɛ ̃
massage  vt. mɛ ̃̀ toto, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
 vt. ɔ tɔ ̃...-a, see: ɔ 
 vt. toto 
master  n. dikiri 
mat  n. pɛ ̃̀ 
 n. wútɛbɔ, see: wútɛ 
match  n. asana 
 vt. kɔ ̃sí, see: kɔ1̃ 
mate  n. gbɛñdo, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 n. kpaasi 
 vt. kpákpa o, see: kpá 
matter  n. yã1 (2) 
matter little  vt. yãke vĩ, see: yã1 
mature  adj. kàsara 
 vt. kàsara kú, see: kàsara 
mature (be)  vi. papa, see: pa 
mature crocodile  n. kwã kàsara, see: 

kwã 
mature person  n. ɔñdɔña, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
me  pr. ma2 (1) 
me (Contrastive)  pr. mapi, see: ma2 
meal  n. wísiti, see: wísi 
mealtime  n. pɔb́legɔrɔ, see: pɔ ́
 n. úblegɔrɔ, see: ú 
mean  adj. pãsĩ 

meaning  n. mì (2) 
 vt. mì vĩ, see: mì 
meaning (of dream)  n. àlesi 
means of comfort  n. laakarikpatɛbɔ, 

see: laakari 
measles  n. busuka (2) 
 n. bùsukagyã, see: busuka 
measure  cn. lɛ2́ 
 n. mudu 
 n. zaka2 
 vt. yɔ3̃ 
 vt. zaka dan, see: zaka2 
measuring cord  n. yɔb̃a, see: yɔ3̃ 
measuring instrument  n. pɔýɔb̃ɔ, see: 

pɔ ́
meat  n. nɔ̃̀bɔ (2) 
Mecca  sn. Maka 
mediator  n. kɔŕɔnna 
 n. yãkɛkɛri, see: yã1 
medicine  n. ɛzɛ (1) 
meditation  n. laasun 
medium  n. gɛ ̃̀sisiri, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
 n. wedekũnnade, see: 

wedekũnna 
medium's spirit  n. wedekũnna 
meek  adj. busɛ 
 adj. yĩda (2), see: yĩ1 
meet  vi. da ...-lɛ (2), see: da2 
 vi. dakarɛ ...-o, see: da2 
meet by accident  vi. kpakɔã, see: kpá 
meet with (animal, thing)  vi. kpakũ kũ 

...-o, see: kpá 
meet with success  vi. dakarɛ kũ 

mìnnao, see: da2 
meeting place  n. dakarɛki, see: da2 
 n. kɔk̃akarakɛki, see: kɔ1̃ 
melon seed  n. agusi 
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melt  vi. yɔ ́
 vt. yɔ ́
memorial  n. dɔngu, see: dɔ2 
memorize  n. yã da swã̃̀n, see: yã1 
menstrual rag  n. za1 (2) 
menstruation  n. za1 (1) 
mentally deficient person  n. mìsaride, 

see: mì 
merciful person  n. sùrude, see: sùru 
merciless  n. sùrusaride, see: sùru 
mercy  n. sùru 
mesh  n. bàlɛtã, see: bà2 
message  n. lɛḱpãzã, see: lɛ1́ 
 n. lɛǵbɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
messenger  n. zi ̃̃̀ri, see: zĩ1 
Messiah  sn. Arumasihu 
Messiahship  n. Arumasihukɛna, see: 

Arumasihu 
metal  n. mɔ̃̀ (1) 
metal ornament  n. mɔ̃̀zã, see: mɔ̃̀ 
metal pillar  n. mɔ̃̀gba, see: mɔ̃̀ 
meteorite  n. surakpasa, see: sura 
meticulous person  n. tàasikari, see: 

tàasi 
metre  cn. mita 
microscope  n. tàasikabɔ, see: tàasi 
mid afternoon  n. ifãntɛg̃omia, see: ifã 
middle  adv. dadangura 
middle finger  n. ɔnɛgbãna, see: ɔ 
middle of back  n. kpɛdagura, see: kpɛ 
 n. wógba, see: wó1 
middle of day  adv. fãnantɛ ̃
midnight  adv. lizãndo 
midsection (road)  n. gbãn 
midway  adv. zɛǵbãn, see: zɛ ́
midwife  n. nɛśɛtɛri, see: nɛ ́
might  vi. le 

mighty act  n. gbãnakɛyã, see: gbãna 
mighty person  n. gbãnazɔk̃ɔd̃e, see: 

gbãna 
migraine  n. sarema'ã 
mildew  n. pɔṕukpana, see: pɔ ́
military watchtower  n. gudãkpãki, see: 

gu 
milk  n. vĩ1 
 vt. vĩ fɛ,̃ see: vĩ1 
millet  n. nagã 
 n. wera 
millet (bent stalk)  n. nagãvlãkoko, see: 

nagã 
millet species  n. nagã kàde, see: nagã 
 n. nagãwisawaka, see: nagã 
million  cn. miliɔ ̃
millipede  n. kãngure 
millstone  n. wísilɔgbɛ, see: wísi 
minister  n. minisita 
minute  cn. minti 
miracle  n. dabo 
 n. dabodabo, see: dabo 
 n. daboyã, see: dabo 
miracle worker  n. dabokɛri, see: dabo 
miracle-worker  n. yãbonsarɛkɛri, see: 

yã1 
Miriam  sn. Mariama 
mirror  n. dígi 
miscarriage  n. nɔb́ɔtɛnɛ, see: nɔ̃̀ 
miserable  n. wɛñdade, see: wɛñda 
misery  n. wɛt́ɛr̃a, see: wɛ ́
misfortune  n. mìvãni, see: mì 
mislead  vt. kɛkɛ (2), see: kɛ 
miss  vi. zã ...-a 
miss out  vi. kura ...-i 
mission  n. zi ̃̃̀rikɛna, see: zĩ1 
mist  n. íluku, see: í 
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 n. suka 
mistake  n. kali 
mistake (make)  vi. sãtɛ 
 vi. zã ...-a 
 vt. kali kɛ,̃ see: kali 
misunderstanding  n. kɔỹãmasari, see: 

kɔ1̃ 
mix  vt. yãkatɛ 
mix up  vt. kakɔt̃ɛ, see: ká1 
mix with hand  vt. ɔ yan, see: ɔ 
mixed (be)  vi. yãkatɛ 
mixed up (be)  vi. kakɔt̃ɛ, see: ká1 
moan  vt. ǹ da 
mock  vt. fobo 
 vt. lalandi kɛ, see: lalandi 
 vt. lɛ ́ɛ'́ɛ ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
mock (concerning)  vt. ... yáa dɔ (...-

a), see: yá3 
mocker  n. fobori, see: fobo 
 n. gbɛ ̃

lalandide/lalandikɛri, see: 
gbɛ2̃ 

 n. lalandide, see: lalandi 
 n. lalandikɛri, see: lalandi 
mockery  n. lalandi 
 n. yáadɔmma, see: yá3 
Mohammed  sn. Mamadu 
 sn. Mamudu 
moisture  n. mɔtɔ 
molar  n. gbàgba 
momentary  padj. lɛɛkɛɛnle, see: lɛɛkɛɛ 
Monday  n. atɛñɛna 
money  n. ɔgɔ 
money belt  n. ɔgɔsɔ, see: ɔgɔ 
money box  n. asusu 
money lender  n. ɔgɔdade, see: ɔgɔ 
 n. ɔgɔdakɛri, see: ɔgɔ 

money making scheme  n. ɔgɔwɛtɛzɛ, 
see: ɔgɔ 

money-box  n. ɔgɔdaki, see: ɔgɔ 
money-changer  n. ɔgɔlilinkɛri, see: ɔgɔ 
mongoose  n. kɔ̃̃̀ 
mongoose species  n. 

gãkũkibigãsokinlo, see: gã̃̀2 
monitor lizard  n. bɔ̃̃̀rɛ ̃
 n. zari 
monkey  n. we1 
 sn. Bíɔwe, see: Bíɔ 
Monnai  sn. Mɔnnai 
month  n. mɔ (2) 
month after fast  n. lɛṕoro, see: lɛ1́ 
monument  n. dɔngupɔ, see: dɔ2 
mood marker expressing warning  part. 

-ee 
 part. yee 
mood marker of enquiry  part. nɛ ́
moon  n. mɔ (1) 
morning  aadj. kɔnkɔpɔ, see: kɔnkɔ 
 n. kɔnkɔ 
morning after high point of festival  n. 

kazikia 
mortar  n. gó (1) 
Moses  sn. Musa 
mosque  n. aduakɛkpɛ, see: adua 
 n. legũsisikpɛ, see: legũ 
 n. másalasi 
mosquito  n. mɔśɔ1 
mosquito net  n. mɔśɔkpɛ, see: mɔśɔ1 
moss  n. dã3 (1) 
most  adj. daside, see: dasi 
mother  sn. da1 
mother's milk  n. yɔ'̃i, see: yɔ1̃ 
motor  n. inzĩ 
motor cycle  n. àkpukpu 
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motorbike  n. kpókpo 
 n. masĩni 
motorcycle  n. baburu 
motorcyclist  n. àkpukpude, see: 

àkpukpu 
 n. baburude, see: baburu 
mould  n. fù (1) 
 vt. kása1 
mound  n. vù (1) 
 vt. bú kpátɛ, see: bú 
mound made at first rains  n. kábura 

bú, see: ká1 
mount  vi. di kpɛ/musu, see: di 
mount (animal)  vi. da kpɛ, see: da2 
mountain  n. kpi 
mountain slope  n. kpi pɔtɛ, see: kpi 
mountainous  aadj. gukpide, see: gu 
 aadj. kpide, see: kpi 
mountainside  n. kpigɛrɛ, see: kpi 
mourn death  vt. gɛ ̃̀ ĩa bo, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
mouse  n. ɛñɛ 
moustache  n. yĩkã, see: yĩ2 
mouth  n. lɛ1́ (1) 
mouthful  n. loma 
mouthing words  adv. úi'ui 
move  vi. sɔ ̃
 vt. sɛ ́sɔõ, see: sɛ1́ 
move around  vi. sɔs̃ɔ,̃ see: sɔ ̃
move away from  vi. go ...-a, see: go 
move forward  vi. sɔs̃ɔ ̃arɛ, see: sɔ ̃
move from place to place  vt. sɔs̃ɔ ̃gu 

kũ guo, see: sɔ ̃
move from present position  vi. go ... 

tía, see: go 
move near to  vi. sɔs̃ɔ ̃...-i, see: sɔ ̃
move to  vi. na ...-i, see: na 
movement  n. tá 

movement of lips when talking  adv. 
zúkizuki 

Mr.  sn. Malan 
much  adv. dasi 
 adv. manamana, see: mana 
mud  n. bɔkɔtɔ 
 n. bɔtɔka 
mud fish species  n. gbɔkɔsɔ 
muddy  adv. pɔ̃̀tɔpɔtɔ 
mule  n. baragbãsɔ ̃
 n. sɔb̃araga, see: sɔ3̃ 
multimammate rat  n. ɛñɛtãngba, see: 

ɛñɛ 
multiply  vi. kɔk̃ɔ1̃ 
multi-story house  n. kpɛd́idikɔãna, see: 

kpɛ1́ 
multitude  n. dasikɛ, see: dasi 
mumps  n. gbágidi 
murder  vt. gbɛ ̃dɛ, see: gbɛ2̃ 
murderer  n. gbɛd̃ɛri, see: gbɛ2̃ 
murky  adv. dèredere 
murmur  vt. yãvunu ká, see: yã1 
mushroom  n. dɔñɔ 
mushroom species  n. lífɔd̃ɔñɔ, see: lí1 
 n. wakantɛñɛdɔñɔ, see: waka 
 n. zɛ ̃̀dɔñɔ, see: zɛ ̃̀ 
 n. zùdɔñɔ, see: zù 
music  n. ũ3 
music (make)  vt. ũ bo, see: ũ3 
musical instrument  n. pɔ'́ɔbori, see: pɔ ́
musical sound  n. ũ3 
musician  n. pɔĺɛri, see: pɔ ́
Muslim  n. legũsisiri, see: legũ 
 sn. Mare (2) 
 sn. Musulumi 
Muslim initiation  n. súnna 
Muslim month  n. Sãkutukpa, see: sã1 
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 n. Sãlulu, see: sã1 
 n. Tɛźu, see: tɛ3́ 
 sn. zɔĺumɔ, see: zɔ ́
mussel  n. nangbɛrɛ 
mussel shell  n. gɛ ̃̀gɛrɛ 
must  part. sún 
must never  part. sungɔ,̃ see: sún 
mustard  n. musadi 

mustard seed  n. musadi wɛ,́ see: 
musadi 

mute  n. nɛńɛnatɛnade, see: nɛńɛ 
mutual love  n. yekɔĩna, see: ye 
muzzle  n. lɛśɔ, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛsɔ da ...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
my  pr. ma2 (2) 

N  -  n 
 
n  sn. Ibilisi 
nail  n. koosa 
nail on roof  vt. kpɛ ́pá, see: kpɛ1́ 
naira  cn. naira 
naked  padj. pótompo 
nakedness  n. pótompokɛ, see: 

pótompo 
name  n. tɔ1́ (1) 
name given to dark woman  sn. Sianna 
name given to person with the same 

name as self  sn. Maakoni 
name given to twin  sn. Sìka, see: sìka 
name of boy born after siblings who 

died  sn. Bawa 
name of child born after twins  sn. 

Gádo 
name of fifth daughter  sn. Dàatɔ 
 sn. Gũni 
name of fifth son  sn. Sãani 
name of first born son  sn. Daudu, see: 

daudu 
name of first daughter  sn. Yɔɔ̃ 
name of first son  sn. Woru 
name of fourth daughter  sn. Bĩɔ 
name of fourth son  sn. Bãni 

 sn. Gĩmba 
name of month  n. Gàani'ɔgɔwɛtɛ, see: 

Gàani 
 sn. Gàani 
 sn. Gàanibanda, see: Gàani 
name of Muslim month  n. Pɔḱutukpa, 

see: pɔ ́
 sn. Bìribiri 
 sn. Bìribirikuna, see: Bìribiri 
name of second daughter  sn. Bãna 
name of second son  sn. Sabi 
 sn. Sarɛ 
name of sixth daughter  sn. Beru 
name of sixth son  sn. Turi 
 sn. Worusika, see: Woru 
name of territorial spirit  sn. Kaama 

(1) 
 sn. Zekãna (1) 
name of third daughter  sn. Báke 
name of third son  n. Bíɔ 
 sn. Kpɔɔ 
name of youth leader  sn. Sãmari 
narrow  adj. tuii 
 adv. kpakoto 
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narrow and small  aadj. tererenna, see: 
terere 

nasal septum  n. yĩkɔrɔ, see: yĩ2 
nations  n. burinɔ, see: buri 
native guitar made from a tin  n. 

kontigi 
native linen  n. ta'asa 
nature spirit  n. tãna (1) 
navel  n. kãtã 
Nazareth  sn. Nazɛra 
near  adj. kãni1 
 adv. kãni1 
 pp. -i1 
 pp. -yĩ 
near place of  pp. zĩ4 (2) 
neat  adv. swáswa 
necessary (be)  vi. kũ3 
necessary custom  n. aada 
necessary custom (do)  vt. aada kɛ, see: 

aada 
neck  n. waka 
neck chain  n. gɛ ̃̀rɛ 
neck tendon  n. wakatĩba, see: waka 
necklace  n. mɔ̃̀wakarɛ, see: mɔ̃̀ 
 n. ɔnɛ 
 n. wakarɛ, see: waka 
 n. werema 
need  n. ni1 
need to excrete  vt. gbɔ̃̃̀ ... dɛ/dɛdɛ, see: 

gbɔ̃̃̀ 
needle  n. pɔrɔ 
needle for sowing sack  n. pɔrɔka, see: 

pɔrɔ 
needy person  n. pɔśaride, see: pɔ ́
negative marker  part. -ro 
neglect  vt. nigãzĩ kpá, see: nigãzĩ 
neglect work  vt. zĩ dɛ, see: zĩ2 

negligence  n. nigãzĩ 
negligent person  n. nigãzĩde, see: 

nigãzĩ 
negotiate  vt. ɛtɛ ble, see: ɛtɛ2 
neighbour  n. gbɛd̃ake, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 n. sarɛde, see: sarɛ 
neighbours  n. fárandidenɔ, see: 

fárandi 
nest  n. sà3 (1) 
net  n. bà2 
 n. táaru 
net for casting  n. birigi 
net-like cloth  n. táarubiza, see: táaru 
nettle  n. babarela, see: babare 
neutralise  vt. ɛzɛ yɔrɔ, see: ɛzɛ 
neutralize (sorcery)  vt. yɔ̃̀rɔ kɛ, see: 

yɔ̃̀rɔ 
never  adv. ziki ...-ro, see: ziki 
 pr. àsungɔ,̃ see: à2 
 pr. ǹsungɔ ̃...-ro, see: ǹ 
never (Habitual Negative)  part. dì 
new  adj. dufu 
new moon  n. mɔ dufu, see: mɔ 
New Testament  sn. Ingila 
newborn  n. nɛḱpãntɛ,̃ see: nɛ ́
New-Bussa  sn. Busa 
news  n. baaru 
 n. òpi, see: ò 
next  aadj. làa 
next generation  n. ziadenɔ, see: zia1 
next year  adv. ziki 
Niamey  sn. Yãmai 
Niger Republic  sn. Nɛɛza 
Niger State  sn. Naigya 
Nigeria  sn. Nanzeria 
night  adv. gwã 
 n. gwãani, see: gwã 
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night adder  n. pitiko sira, see: pitiko 
 n. tàfe pitiko, see: tàfe 
nightjar  n. vlãnna, see: vlã 
nightmare  n. nana bã̃̀nɛ, see: nana 
Nikki  sn. Nìki 
Nile perch  n. wérenɛ 
nine  num. kɛñdo, see: kɛ2̃ 
nineteenth  aadj. baro donsaride, see: 

baro 
ninety  num. basiikɔ ̃akuri, see: 

basiikɔ ̃
ninth  aadj. kɛñdode, see: kɛ2̃ 
no  exc. aa'a 
 exc. oi 
no longer  adv. doro, see: dɔ1 
no moon (bee)  vi. mɔ gã̃̀ gusisin, see: 

mɔ 
no more  adv. doro, see: dɔ1 
no solution!  exc. gára2 
Noah  sn. Nuhu 
noble  n. kínɛ, see: kí 
 n. Mare 
nod from sleep  vt. idekũ dɛdɛ, see: i2 
nod of head  adv. dékũ 
nodding of head  adv. dékũdekũ, see: 

dékũ 
noise  n. kĩni1 
 n. súru (2) 
noise (make)  vt. kĩni kɛ, see: kĩni1 
noise of fire/light going out  adv. bló1 
noisy person  n. zukade, see: zuka 
non-Christian  n. Yesunaanikɛrisari, 

see: Yesu 

 n. Yesusaride, see: Yesu 
non-religious person  n. donyĩrisari, see: 

do ...-i 
no-one (Negative)  sn. gbɛk̃e, see: gbɛ2̃ 
noose  n. gãmporo 
normal person  n. dɔ̃̀rɔde, see: dɔ̃̀rɔ 
north  n. gugbãnduru, see: gu 
nose  n. yĩ2 
nosebleed  n. yĩgbã, see: yĩ2 
nostril (opening)  n. yĩwɛɛ, see: yĩ2 
nostrils (with skin)  n. yĩtoko, see: yĩ2 
not at all!  exc. bá2 
not full  adv. sàka 
not much  adv. kpára 
not ripe  adj. búsu 
not take long  vi. kasakɛ ...-ro 
not wearing waistband  adv. mɔrɔ2 
not yet finished  vi. lɛ ́... kpɛ,́ see: lɛ1́ 
not yet (if negative)  adv. kɔ̃̀1 
note of (make)  vt. da takadan, see: da2 
nothing  n. yãke, see: yã1 
nothingness  n. pã 
notice  vt. tàasi ká, see: tàasi 
now  adv. sà1 
 adv. tera 
now with emphasis (Imperative 

sentence)  part. sàee, see: sà1 
numb  adv. sã̃̀ii 
number  n. namba 
numerous  adj. bɛrɛkɛtɛ 
nurse  n. gwàri, see: gwa 
 n. likita 
 n. nɛǵwari, see: nɛ ́

O  -  o 
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oar  n. báli, see: bá3 
 n. góbari, see: gó 
obedient  n. yãmari, see: yã1 
obedient person  n. yãdari, see: yã1 
obey  vt. ma1 
 vt. yã da, see: yã1 
 vt. yã ma, see: yã1 
obey the law  vt. doka kũna, see: doka 
 vt. dokayã ma, see: doka 
obeyer  n. màri, see: ma1 
Object marker in Copula Sentence  part. 

-mɛ (2) 
obligation  n. tilasi 
obligatory  aadj. tilasi 
oblige  vt. gã na ...-a, see: gã2 
 vt. gbá da ...-nɛ, see: gbá 
oblige someone  vt. tilasi da ...-nɛ, see: 

tilasi 
oblivion  n. yãsãnguki, see: yã1 
obscure  adv. bùgubugu 
 adv. dã̃̀ɛdɛɛ̃ 
obscure (be)  vt. iwɛza kɛ, see: iwɛza 
obscurity  n. iwɛza 
observe the law  vt. doka da, see: 

doka 
 vt. dokayã da/kɛ, see: doka 
obstinacy  n. gbĩni 
obstinate (be)  vi. zɛ ...-i, see: zɛ 
 vt. gbĩni vĩ, see: gbĩni 
obstinate person  n. gbĩnide, see: gbĩni 
obstruct  vt. zɛ ́zɔ ̃...-nɛ, see: zɛ ́
obtain blessing  vt. arubarika le, see: 

arubarika 
occupied (be)  vt. ɔ kũna, see: ɔ 
ocean  n. ísira, see: í 
ocean trader  n. ísiratagatari, see: í 
odour  n. gbĩ1 

oedema  n. mɛ ̃̀kakagyã, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
offence  n. taari 
offend  vi. ũ ...-a, see: ũ1 
 vt. tàari kɛ ...-nɛ, see: taari 
offender  n. taaride, see: taari 
 n. taarikɛri, see: taari 
offering  n. saaanna 
official  n. gbãnade, see: gbãna 
 n. ikode, see: iko 
offsider  n. kpàasi 
offspring  n. nɛ ́(1) 
off-white  adv. pufau, see: pu 
ogle at  vt. wakalokũ kɛ ...-i, see: 

waka 
oh! exc. á'a 
 exc. o'o 
oil  n. nísi 
oil-press  n. burarɛ 
oily  adj. níside, see: nísi 
OK  exc. too 
 exc. tɔ̃̀ 
okra  n. kpè 
okra species  n. kínanɔ kpère, see: kí 
old  aadj. zĩkũna, see: zĩ3 
 adj. zĩ3 
old address  n. bɛzira, see: bɛ1 
old age  n. zĩ3 (1) 
 n. zĩkũ, see: zĩ3 
old (become)  vt. zĩ kũ, see: zĩ3 
Old Dogongari  sn. Kãibɛ 
old man  n. bã zĩ, see: bã 
 n. mare zɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: mare 
old wives' tale  n. futɛokaragara, see: 

futɛ 
older man n. mare 
older relative  n. kpatade (2), see: 

kpata1 
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older sibling  sn. vi ̃̃̀ni 
Oli river  sn. Oli 
omen  n. àlesi 
on  pp. -a 
on angle (be)  adv. yɛ ̃̀kpɛɛ 
on day of return of  adv. sugɔrɔ zĩ, see: 

su 
on foot  adv. gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
on journey  adv. wɛt̃ɛa, see: wɛt̃ɛ 
on left of  pp. ɔzɛi, see: ɔ 
on right of  pp. ɔplai, see: ɔ 
on that day (aforementioned)  adv. zĩ 

pìia, see: zĩ4 
on that day (unseen)  adv. zĩ birea, see: 

zĩ4 
on that side  adv. bara 
 adv. bara dire, see: bara 
on this side  adv. bara la, see: bara 
once  adv. zĩkea, see: zĩ4 
once upon a time  adv. gɔrɔkea, see: 

gɔrɔ 
one  num. do 
one by one  adv. dodo, see: do 
one day  adv. gɔrɔkea, see: gɔrɔ 
one of many (Partitive)  num. doke, see: 

do 
one/other person  n. gbɛ ̃do, see: gbɛ2̃ 
one's own will (do)  vt. dã̃̀ngu kása 
onion  n. arubasa 
only  aadj. légelege 
only if  c. séto, see: sé 
on/to him/her/it  pr. -a 
open  adv. lɛ'́ɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. wɛ2̃ 
open area  n. batu 
 n. gupura, see: gu 
open eyes wide  vt. wɛ ́di, see: wɛ ́

open gate in wall  n. bĩnilɛ, see: bĩni1 
open up  vi. wɛk̃ɔã, see: wɛ2̃ 
 vt. pia 
 vt. wɛk̃ɔã, see: wɛ2̃ 
open wide (legs, mouth)  vt. atɛ ̃(2) 
opening  n. guforo, see: gu 
 n. lɛ1́ (1) 
opinion  n. yãzɛ, see: yã1 
opportunity  n. zɛ ́(2) 
oppose  vi. gí ...-i (1), see: gí 
opposite  adv. arɛdɔkɔãna, see: arɛ 
oppress  vt. gã̃̀ fĩ, see: gã̃̀1 
 vt. gbãna mɔ ...-nɛ, see: 

gbãna 
 vt. ɔ tɔ ̃...-a, see: ɔ 
 vt. wɛ ́tã, see: wɛ ́
oppression  n. ɔtɔm̃mana, see: ɔ 
 n. wɛt́ãmma, see: wɛ ́
oppressor  n. gbãnamɔnnɛri, see: gbãna 
 n. tilasidannɛde, see: tilasi 
 n. wɛt́ãmmari, see: wɛ ́
or  c. ke1 
or else  c. kesɔ,̃ see: ke1 
or if  c. ke tó, see: ke1 
oral  aadj. mɔḿɔna, see: mɔ2́ 
orange  adj. tɛr̃a, see: tɛɛ̃ 
organize attack  vt. zi ̃̃̀ da, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
oribi antelope  n. gãtɛ,̃ see: gã1 
origin  n. bozirɛ, see: bo2 
ornament  n. zã1 
orphan  n. nɛt́onɛ, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
 n. tonɛ 
ostentatious  aadj. yɔ̃̃̀gɔd̃e, see: yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃
ostrich  n. ɛĺiko 
 n. sɔb̃ã, see: sɔ3̃ 
other side of  pp. bara 
otherwise  c. kesɔ,̃ see: ke1 
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our  pr. ó (2) 
 pr. wó2 
outpost  n. gudãkpãki, see: gu 
outside  adv. bàai 
outsiders  n. bàaidenɔ, see: bàai 
outskirts of town  adv. bĩnikpɛ, see: 

bĩni1 
outskirts of village  pp. wɛt̃ɛ kpɛ, see: 

wɛt̃ɛ 
outwit  vt. ɔñdɔ ̃kɛ ...-nɛ, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
 vt. ɔñdɔ ̃kpátɛ ...-i, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
over  pp. -la 
overcast (become) vi. legũ ... sisi, see: 

legũ 
overcome  vt. fu 
overcome by fever (be)  vt. ĩa kútɛ ...-a, 

see: ĩa 
overcome struggle  vt. ɔsi nɛ, see: ɔsi 
over-familiar with (be)  vt. dɔkɛ ...-o, 

see: dɔkɛ 
over-familiarity  n. dɔkɛ 

overgrown with grass (be)  vt. sã̃̀ kú, see: 
sã̃̀ 

overhanging rock  n. gbɛ ̃̀lokona, see: 
gbɛ ̃̀ 

overlapping  adv. kokũkokũ 
overlook  vt. wɛ ́tá ...-la, see: wɛ ́
overpower  vt. gbãna mɔ ...-nɛ, see: 

gbãna 
overseas  adv. ísira bara, see: í 
overseas people  n. ísirabaradenɔ, see: 

í 
overseer  n. zĩgwari, see: zĩ2 
overtake  vi. gɛ ̃...-a, see: gɛ2̃ 
overthrow  vt. nɛ 
overwhelm  vi. da ...-la, see: da2 
owner  part. -de 
owner of field  n. búde, see: bú 
owner of region  n. bùsude, see: bùsu 
ox  n. zù 
oxpecker  n. nɔ̃̀bɔbã, see: nɔ̃̀bɔ 

P  -  p 
 
pack  vt. káka, see: ká1 
pack down  vt. sɔs̃ɔ ̃
pack load  vt. aso káka, see: aso 
pack many  vt. kákakaka, see: ká1 
packed tightly together  vi. sɔs̃ɔk̃ɔã, see: 

sɔs̃ɔ ̃
paddle  n. báli, see: bá3 
 vt. bá3 
 vt. bá li, see: bá3 
padlock  n. mɔ̃̀da, see: mɔ̃̀ 
pagan  n. ludadɔr̃isari, see: Luda 
pagan altar  n. tãnagbagbaki, see: tãna 

paid work  n. gbase 
paid work for (do)  vt. gbase kɛ ...-nɛ, 

see: gbase 
paid worker  n. gbasekɛri, see: gbase 
pail  n. guga 
pain  n. gu'ũmmana, see: gu 
 n. ĩna 
 n. mɛ ̃̀'ũmma, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
 n. ũ1 
 n. ũmanna, see: ũ1 
 n. wãwã, see: wã 
 vi. wí 
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 vi. wíwi, see: wí 
painful  aadj. wãwãde, see: wã 
pal  n. kpaasi 
palace  n. kínabɛ, see: kí 
palace administrator  n. kínabɛgwari, 

see: kí 
palate  n. lɛḿusu, see: lɛ1́ 
palm of hand  n. ɔgũn, see: ɔ 
 n. ɔla, see: ɔ 
palm species  n. sepu, see: sè 
 n. sena 
 n. zàpula, see: zà2 
 n. zàtɛ,̃ see: zà2 
 n. zàa2 
palm species (spiky)  n. makoda 
palm wine  n. sèwɛ,̃ see: sè 
pancreas  n. baa 
pangolin  n. gbɛ ̃̀kwã, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
panic  n. gídi 
 n. giri 
 vi. gídi gɛ ̃...-gu, see: gídi 
 vt. giri kɛ, see: giri 
pant  vt. wesa bo fɛ ̃̀ɛkuu, see: we o 
pantry  n. pɔb́lekatɛki, see: pɔ ́
pants  n. sòkoto 
pants without buttons  n. sòkoto kútu, 

see: sòkoto 
pap  n. mu'u 
 n. ú 
pap flake  n. mu'ukoto, see: mu'u 
paper  n. takada 
papilloma  n. gɛ ̃̀sɛkɔkɔ, see: gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
parable  n. yãlɛkɔãna, see: yã1 
paradise  n. aruzenna 
parakeet  n. sɛñɛvlãde, see: sɛñɛ 
Paraku  sn. Kparaku 
paralysed hand  n. ɔgɛde, see: ɔ 

pardon  n. sùru 
 vt. sùru kɛ ...-nɛ/-o, see: sùru 
pardon me!  exc. gaafara 
parlour  n. kpɛd́a, see: kpɛ1́ 
parrot  n. sɛñɛ 
part  cn. lɛu 
 n. baka2 
participle affix  part. -na1 
particle expressing surprise  part. dé 
particular  sadj. ke2 
partition  n. kósondi 
partner  n. gbɛñdo, see: gbɛ2̃ 
party member  n. gã̃̀de, see: gã̃̀1 
pass  n. gbɛ ̃̀dagura, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
 vi. dɔ ...-nɛ, see: dɔ2 
pass away  vi. gɛt̃ɛ ...-a, see: gɛ2̃ 
pass by  vi. gɛ ̃...-a, see: gɛ2̃ 
 vi. gɛ ̃zɛĺa, see: gɛ2̃ 
 vi. pã ...-i 
pass expectation  vi. gɛ ̃ɔla, see: gɛ2̃ 
pass faeces  vt. ò bo 
pass hand over  vt. ɔ mátɛ ...-i, see: ɔ 
pass over  vi. má ...-la, see: má ...-a 
pass the night  vi. i2 
pass through  vi. dodo ...-i, see: do ...-i 
 vi. gɛ ̃...-la, see: gɛ2̃ 
 vi. gɛt̃ɛ ...-la, see: gɛ2̃ 
pass (thru rocks)  n. gbɛ ̃̀kpakotozɛ, see: 

gbɛ ̃̀ 
pass time of day  vt. fãnantɛ ̃ble, see: 

fãnantɛ ̃
pass urine  vt. osoro bo, see: osoro 
Passover  sn. Pãnla, see: pã ...-i 
past generation  n. yãdenɔ, see: yã2 
past help (be)  vt. ká í tɛ ́(2), see: ká1 
Pastor  n. pasuto 
pasture  adv. pɔd́ã(dã)ki, see: pɔ ́
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 n. dãdãki, see: dã1 
 n. sãdãki, see: sã1 
 vt. dãdã, see: dã1 
 vt. pɔ ́dã, see: pɔ ́
patas monkey  n. wetɛ,̃ see: we1 
patch  n. nambata 
 vt. nambata kɛ, see: 

nambata 
paternal aunt  sn. dasɛ,̃ see: da1 
path  n. zɛ ́térere, see: zɛ ́
 n. zɛẃɛwɛ, see: zɛ ́
pathetically  adv. wɛñdawɛñda, see: 

wɛñda 
patience  n. mɛna(na), see: mɛna 
 n. mɛnakɛ, see: mɛna 
patient (be)  vi. mɛna 
patient person  n. mɛ ̃̀nari, see: mɛna 
 n. nɛ ̃̀sɛyĩdade, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
patient with (be)  vi. mɛna ...-nɛ, see: 

mɛna 
patriarch  n. tuntunde 
pattern  n. wãnzãn 
patterned  n. wãnzãnde, see: wãnzãn 
paw the ground  vt. kɔrɔ lɛ ́...-a (1) 
pawn  n. tɔrɔma 
pawpaw  n. kabosi 
pay attention to  vt. laakari dɔ ...-a, 

see: laakari 
 vt. wɛ ́tɛ ́...-i, see: wɛ ́
pay back  vt. fĩna bo ...-a, see: fĩna 
pay bride-price  vt. anzure ble, see: 

anzure 
pay debt  vt. fĩna bo, see: fĩna 
pay tithe  vt. zaka bo, see: zaka1 
pay tribute  vt. táfe bo, see: táfe 
payer of debt  n. fĩnabori, see: fĩna 
payment  n. mɔra 

peace  n. aafia 
 n. kɛnnakũkɔõ, see: kɛ 
 n. kunna nna, see: kú 
peaceful person  n. yãketesaride, see: 

yã1 
peacefully  adv. aafia 
peacemaker  n. fìtigokɔãri, see: fìti 
 n. gbɛ'̃aafiawɛtɛri, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 n. ibɛrɛmidɛri, see: ibɛrɛ 
peacock  n. zã̃̀1 
peanut brittle  n. kúlikuli 
peel  n. tɛ ̃̀kɛ 
 vt. go 
 vt. piti ...-a, see: piti 
peg  n. karo1 (1) 
pelican  n. gau 
 n. tianga 
pen  n. kara2 
 n. takadakɛb̃ɔ, see: takada 
penetrate  vi. si ...-i, see: si2 
peninsula  n. swasɔkɔ, see: swa1 
penis  n. tɔ̃̃̀ (1) 
penny  cn. kɔbɔ 
people  cn. gbɛñɔn, see: gbɛ2̃ 
people from below  n. zĩtɛdenɔ, see: 

zĩtɛ 
people from the ends of the world  n. 

andunialɛzɛkidenɔ, see: 
andunia 

people of the same character  n. 
dàdokɔñɔdenɔ, see: dà 

people of this place  n. gudidenɔ, see: 
gu 

people there  n. gwedenɔ, see: gwe 
pepper  n. yũku 
per head  pp. mìiamiia, see: mì 
perceive  vt. wɛ ́pá, see: wɛ ́
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perceive from afar  vt. wĩna kɛ 
perch  n. diki, see: di 
 n. pɛḱi, see: pɛ ́
 vi. pɛ ́...-a (2), see: pɛ ́
perch on  vi. zɔ ̃...-a, see: zɔ1̃ 
perfect (be)  vi. pɛkɛrɛ ...-a, see: pɛ ́
perforate  vt. fɔf̃ɔ,̃ see: fɔ3̃ 
perforated  adv. yákayaka 
perforated (be)  vi. fɔf̃ɔ,̃ see: fɔ3̃ 
perforated calabash (for washing seed) 

n. sɛśɛkɛ 
perform burial rite  vt. gɛ ̃̀ kɛ, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
perfume  n. turare 
perfumer  n. nísigbĩnnakɛri, see: nísi 
 n. turarekɛri, see: turare 
perhaps  c. ke ... gwɛɛ, see: ke1 
 part. gwɛɛ 
period of  pp. zãmaa 
perish  vi. kakatɛ 
perjury  n. ɛḱɛyã, see: ɛḱɛ 
permanently stained  adv. lakilaki 
persevere  vt. wɛ ́tã ...-a, see: wɛ ́
Persia  sn. Pɛsia 
persist  vi. zɛ ...-la, see: zɛ 
persist (Auxilliary verb)  vi. gí (2) 
persistent (be)  vi. zɛ ...-i, see: zɛ 
persistently  adv. dãndãn 
Persistive aspect marker  part. kpɛ2́ 
person  n. gbɛ2̃ 
person having same name as self  n. 

tɔd́e, see: tɔ1́ 
person involved  n. yãde, see: yã1 
person on that side  n. baradirede, see: 

bara 
person on this side  n. baralade, see: 

bara 
person responsible  n. yãde, see: yã1 

perspiration  n. ísimma, see: í 
perspire  vt. í si ...-a, see: í 
persuade  vt. yã ble, see: yã1 
persuaded (be)  vt. yãzɛ e, see: yã1 
perverse talker  n. lɛḱpɛrɛkɛri, see: lɛ1́ 
perverse thinker  n. 

laasunkpɛdangarade, see: 
laasun 

perversion  n. yãdɔrɔsari, see: yã1 
perversity  n. yãkpɛdangara, see: yã1 
perverted  adj. kpɛdangara, see: kpɛ 
 adv. lɛḱpɛrɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
perverted person  n. yãdɔrɔsarikɛri, 

see: yã1 
 n. yãkpɛdangarakɛri, see: 

yã1 
pest  n. yàkari, see: yaka 
pester someone for  vt. nana ...-i, see: 

na 
pestle  n. gónɛ, see: gó 
Peter  sn. Pita 
pharmacist  n. bókakɛri, see: bóka 
Pharoah  n. Fira'auna 
philosopher  n. laasunde, see: laasun 
 n. yãwaaripari, see: yã1 
phlegm  n. kàkũ 
 n. kyã̃̀ 
photo  n. foto 
photograph  vt. foto sɛ,́ see: foto 
photographer  n. fotosɛri, see: foto 
physical combat  vt. kùsɛ kákũn, see: 

kù1 
physical matter  n. mɛ ̃̀barayã, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
physical strength  n. gã̃̀sãwa, see: gã̃̀1 
piapiac (bird)  n. zùbã, see: zù 
pick  n. diga 
 n. gòsɔbɔ, see: gò 
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 vt. bo1 (1) 
 vt. bobo, see: bo1 
pick up many  vt. plɛplɛ, see: plɛ1 
 vt. sɛśɛ, see: sɛ1́ 
pick with fingernail  vt. arukɔkɔ ká ...-

i, see: arukɔkɔ 
picket  n. kɔśɔ 
 n. túka 
piece of broken wall  n. làkpakɔñɔ 
piece of cloth  n. bizakasa, see: biza 
pied crow  n. kãakãanna 
pierce  vt. fɔ3̃ 
 vt. fɔf̃ɔ,̃ see: fɔ3̃ 
pierced (be)  vi. fɔ3̃ 
pigeon  n. lukuluku 
 n. potɛñɛ 
piggy-back ride  n. sɔñɛbiliga, see: sɔ3̃ 
pile on each other  vt. tɔt̃ɔk̃ɔã, see: tɔ2̃ 
pilfer  vt. fĩnti bo 
 vt. kokɛ ̃
pillage  vt. sí ...-a, see: sí 
pillar  n. gbi ̃̃̀pɛtɛ, see: gbi ̃̃̀1 
 n. kpɛṕɛtɛ, see: kpɛ1́ 
pillar of potash  n. kãwã zónto, see: 

kãwã 
pillar of smoke  n. tɛĺuku, see: tɛ3́ 
pillow  n. mìbɔkɔ, see: mì 
pillow slip  n. mìbɔkɔsɔ, see: mì 
pilot  n. fi ̃̃̀ri, see: fĩ 
pilot of boat  n. gódɔdɔri, see: gó 
pimple  n. kɔsɔ 
pin of loom  n. àsa lí, see: àsa 
pinch (fingernail)  vt. tɔ ̃...-a, see: tɔ2̃ 
pinch hard  vt. arukɔkɔ pɛt́ɛ ...-a, see: 

arukɔkɔ 
pinch lightly  vt. arukɔkɔ dɔ ...-a, see: 

arukɔkɔ 

pine  n. paini 
pipistrelle  n. firifiri 
pistil  n. tɔ̃̃̀ (2) 
pit  n. lɔ̃̀gɔwe, see: lɔ̃̀gɔ 
pitch  n. ɔ̃̀da 
pitch camp (large)  vt. bùra kátɛ, see: 

bùra 
pitch camp (single)  vt. bùra kũ, see: 

bùra 
pith of swamp palm  n. gárafu, see: 

gára1 
pitiable  n. wɛñdade, see: wɛñda 
pitiful state  n. wɛñdakɛ, see: wɛñda 
pitiless person  n. wɛñdadɔr̃isaride, 

see: wɛñda 
pity  n. wɛñda 
 vt. waiyoo kɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

waiyoo 
place  n. gu 
 n. zɛki, see: zɛ 
 pp. kĩnaa 
 vt. kátɛ, see: ká1 
place aside  n. gusarɛ, see: gu 
place for threshing sorghum  n. 

ésegbɛk̃i, see: ése 
place of  part. -ki 
place of authority  n. ikoki, see: iko 
place of prayer  n. aduakɛki, see: adua 
 n. wɛḱɛki, see: wɛ ́
place of spirits of the dead  n/adv. 

gyãwãn 
place of worship  n. donyĩkɛki, see: do 

...-i 
place to go  n. gɛḱi, see: gɛ ́
place to lie down  n. wútɛki, see: wútɛ 
place to sleep  n. iki, see: i2 
placed  vi. da2 
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placed (be)  vi. kátɛ, see: ká1 
placenta  n. pɔźa, see: pɔ ́
plague  n. gagagyã, see: ga 
plain  n. gusara, see: gu 
plain dwellers  n. gusaradenɔ, see: gu 
plait hair  vt. mì tã, see: mì 
plait (rope, hair)  vi. fĩfĩkɔã, see: fĩ 
plan  n. pɔyeinayã, see: pɔ 
 vt. lɛ ́kpakũsũ (2), see: lɛ1́ 
plane  n. gó (2) 
 vt. lɔĺɔ (2), see: lɔ ́
plant  vt. lí bá, see: lí1 
 vt. pɛṕɛ, see: pɛ ́
 vt. pɛt́ɛ (1), see: pɛ ́
plant foot  vt. gbá pɛt́ɛ, see: gbá 
plant in cultivation  vt. ba 
plant (many)  vt. pɛt́ɛpɛtɛ, see: pɛ ́
plant rested field  vt. tàraga ba, see: 

tàraga 
plant species  n. gã̃̀nsɔrɔ 
 n. ísãmpuswɛt̃ɛ, see: í 
 n. sɔs̃ĩ 
plant tree  vt. lí pɛ,́ see: lí1 
plant with pods  n. sigira 
plaster  vt. tãnde lɔĺɔ, see: tãnde 
plaster wall  vt. gbi ̃̃̀ lɔĺɔ, see: gbi ̃̃̀1 
 vt. kpɛ ́lɔĺɔ, see: kpɛ1́ 
plate  n. faranti 
 n. ta1 
platform  n. gbà (3) 
 n. tìntin (2) 
play  vt. kɔk̃ɔ ̃o, see: kɔk̃ɔ2̃ 
play band  vt. konkoma lɛ,́ see: 

konkoma 
play calabash drum  vt. kpɛñɛ lɛ,́ see: 

kpɛñɛ 
play cards  vt. kati pá, see: kati 

play flute  vt. úra pɛ,́ see: úra 
play football  vt. bolu lɛ,́ see: bolu 
play game of chance  vt. tɛt́ɛ pá 
play game (sitting down)  vt. u pá 
play gourd with beads  vt. sɛ ̃̀kɛrɛ pá, 

see: sɛ ̃̀kɛrɛ 
play harp  vt. mɔrɔ lɛ,́ see: mɔrɔ1 
play time  n. kɔk̃ɔ'̃ogɔrɔ, see: kɔk̃ɔ2̃ 
playboy  n. wasangari (2) 
player  n. kɔk̃ɔ'̃ori, see: kɔk̃ɔ2̃ 
plaza  adv. gãnulɛa, see: gãnu 
 n. batu 
plead for  vt. kútɛ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: kútɛ 
please  vi. ká ...-gu, see: ká1 
 vi. ká ...-nɛ, see: ká1 
pleasing  adv. nnanna, see: nna 
plenty  n. pɔd́inyĩ, see: pɔ ́
plop!  adv. blò 
plot against  vt. kpákũsũ ...-i, see: kpá 
plotter of evil  n. vãnilɛkpakũsũri, see: 

vãni 
plough  n. guwibɔ, see: gu 
 vt. bú wí, see: bú 
ploughshare  n. zùswa, see: zù 
pluck feathers  vt. kã futɛ (2), see: kã2 
plump  adj. bùturuku 
plunder  n. zi ̃̃̀'are, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
 vt. sɛt́ɛ ...-a, see: sɛ1́ 
 vt. wara 
plunge  vi. si2 
plunge into  vi. vlɛ ̃
plural marker  part. -nɔ 
plural marker (Stative form)  part. -nɔn, 

see: -nɔ 
plus  part. awɛɛ- 
plus a tenth  num. akuride, see: akuri 
plus eight  num. awɛɛsɔraakɔ,̃ see: awɛɛ- 
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plus five  num. awɛɛsɔɔro, see: awɛɛ- 
plus four  num. awɛɛsiikɔ,̃ see: awɛɛ- 
plus nine  num. awɛɛkɛñdo, see: awɛɛ- 
plus one  num. awɛɛdo, see: awɛɛ- 
plus seven  num. awɛɛsuppla, see: 

awɛɛ- 
plus six  num. awɛɛsuddo, see: awɛɛ- 
plus ten  num. akuri 
plus ten each  num. akurikuri, see: 

akuri 
plus three  num. awɛɛ'aakɔ,̃ see: awɛɛ- 
plus two  num. awɛɛpla, see: awɛɛ- 
pneumonia  n. gbã̃̀ntɛrɛ (2) 
pocket  n. bɔ̃̀kɔ 
pocket knife  n. gɛ1̃ 
pointed  adj. sɔñtɛ 
poison  n. sɛwɛ (2) 
poison arrow  n. kàgba, see: kà 
poison ivy  n. kakayɛrɛ, see: ká1 
poison variety  n. màna 
poisonous  aadj. sɛwɛde, see: sɛwɛ 
poisonous fluid  n. sɛwɛ'i, see: sɛwɛ 
poke  vt. zɔ1̃ 
pole  n. lí1 (2) 
policeman  n. dasanda 
pollute  vt. gbã̃̀ lɛ ́(1), see: gbã̃̀ 
polystyrene  n. karu 
pond  n. íkaki, see: í 
poor (be)  vt. takasi kɛ, see: takasi 
poor person  n. takaside, see: takasi 
poplar tree  n. luba 
Popo  sn. Popo 
porcupine  n. ɛñɛbasuda, see: ɛñɛ 
porous ground  n. tàfe 
porridge  n. kpɛ ̃̀tɛ (1) 
porridge paste  n. kũma 
port  n. gódɔki, see: gó 

porter  n. asosɛri, see: aso 
portion  n. baka2 
position  n. zɛki, see: zɛ 
possess  vt. vĩ2 
possessing spirit  n. agũnu 
 n. gabusu 
 n. tãna (3) 
possession  n. pɔv́ĩna, see: pɔ ́
possible (be)  vi. sí 
possible to do (be)  vi. sí kɛ, see: sí 
pot (make)  vt. oro bo, see: oro 
potash  n. kasa1 
 n. kãwã 
potsherd  n. takaso, see: ta1 
potter  n. orobori, see: oro 
pouf  n. tìntin (1) 
pounce on  vi. kusi ...-a, see: kù1 
 vi. mlɛ ̃...-a, see: mlã̃̀ 
 vi. mlɛm̃lɛ ̃...-a, see: mlã̃̀ 
 vt. kù di ...-a, see: kù1 
pound  cn. pãn 
 vt. zɔ1̃ 
 vt. zɔz̃ɔ,̃ see: zɔ1̃ 
pound yam  n. áru zɔ,̃ see: áru 
pounded yam  n. áru 
pounding  adv. gbi gbi 
pour  vt. ká1 (1) 
pour out  vt. atɛ ̃(1) 
 vt. bɔtɛ (...-a) 
 vt. kɔt́ɛ 
pour out on  vt. atɛ ̃...-a, see: atɛ ̃
 vt. pisi ...-a, see: pisi 
pout  n. lɛźuki, see: lɛ1́ 
pout in disgust  vt. lɛźuki kɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
poverty  n. pɔśaridekɛ, see: pɔ ́
 n. takasi 
 n. takasikɛ, see: takasi 
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powder  n. atiki 
 n. tí1 
 n. títi, see: tí1 
powder oneself  vt. atiki lɛ,́ see: atiki 
powdered yam pap  n. àmala 
power  n. gbãna 
 n. ikokɛ, see: iko 
powerfully  adv. gbãna 
 adv. kasara 
praise  n. sáabu 
 n. táaki 
 vt. kɛrɛ kɛkɛ, see: kɛrɛ 
 vt. mana bo, see: mana 
 vt. sáabu kpá, see: sáabu 
 vt. tɔ ́kpá, see: tɔ1́ 
praise instrument  n. táakilɛbɔ, see: 

táaki 
praising  vt. kɛrɛ lɛ,́ see: kɛrɛ 
pray  vt. adua kɛ, see: adua 
 vt. legũ sísi, see: legũ 
 vt. wɛ ́kɛ (1), see: wɛ ́
prayer  n. adua 
 n. ludawɛkɛri, see: Luda 
 n. wɛḱɛ, see: wɛ ́
prayer time  adv. aduakɛgɔrɔ, see: 

adua 
praying mantis  n. komani (2) 
preach  vt. waazi kɛ, see: waazi 
preacher  n. waazikɛri, see: waazi 
preaching  n. waazi 
precious stone  n. gbɛ ̃̀bai, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
precisely  adv. zɛázɛa, see: zɛ ́
precocious person  n. wɛḱãkãde, see: wɛ ́
predict fortune  vt. àlesi o, see: àlesi 
prediction  n. àlesi 
pregnancy  n. nɔ̃̀ 
pregnant  aadj. nɔ̃̀sina, see: nɔ̃̀ 

pregnant woman  n. nɔ̃̀sindare, see: nɔ̃̀ 
prejudice against  vt. fɛ ̃...-nɛ, see: fɛ ̃
prematurely  adv. kpókoroko 
 adv. kùsu 
preoccupied (be)  vi. yã ku swã̃̀a, see: 

yã1 
preparation  n. soru 
preparation day  n/adv. sorukɛzĩ, see: 

soru 
prepare  vt. kɛkɛ (1), see: kɛ 
 vt. soru kɛ, see: soru 
prepare food  vt. pɔb́le kɛ, see: pɔ ́
prepare to rain  vi. legũ ... kɛkɛ, see: 

legũ 
prepared (be)  vi. soru ... ma, see: soru 
present generation  n. gbãragbɛñɔ, 

see: gbãra 
 n. teradenɔ, see: tera 
present newborn baby  vt. bokpɛru kɛ, 

see: bo2 
present position  n. tí2 
Present tense marker  part. tɛn 
Present tense marker (before object 

pronoun)  part. tɛni, see: tɛn 
presently  adv. tera 
press on  vt. nakara ...-a, see: na 
 vt. ɔ sí ...-a, see: ɔ 
pressure  vt. nakɔr̃ɛ ...-o, see: na 
pressure to conform  part. -nye 
pretend not to have done  vt. gbɛ ̃̀ zu à ɔ 

utɛ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
prevail over  vi. da ...-la, see: da2 
prevent  vt. lɛ ́lɛ ́...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛ ́na ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
previously cultivated area  n. búgbɛ zĩ, 

see: bú 
price (goods)  vt. tɔkɛ 
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prickly  aadj. ũkãde, see: ũkã 
prickly grass  n. gɛs̃u 
pride  n. ĩadãbɔ, see: ĩa 
priest  n. gbàgbari, see: gba 
 n. sa'ori, see: sa 
priest of God  n. ludagbagbari (1), 

see: Luda 
priesthood  n. sa'orikɛ, see: sa 
priestly dress  n. sa'opɔkasa, see: sa 
priest's shirt  n. sa'o'uta, see: sa 
prince  n. kínɛ, see: kí 
prison  n. kpɛśira, see: kpɛ1́ 
 n. purusunabɛ, see: 

purusuna 
prisoner  n. purusuna 
private entrance  n. gɛk̃ina, see: gɛ2̃ 
private store  n. yã̃̀ 
problem  n. yã1 (7) 
 n. yãkete, see: yã1 
proclaim  n. kpàkpa kɛ 
produce  vi. ká1 (3) 
 vi. kpá 
 vt. i1 
produce a noise  vt. kĩni ... dɔ, see: 

kĩni1 
produce first fruit  vt. lɛsa da 
produce for  vt. i ...-nɛ, see: i1 
produce fruit  vt. nɛ ́kpá, see: nɛ ́
produce honey  vt. í dɔ, see: í 
produce of land  n. bùsupɔ, see: bùsu 
produce water  vt. í bo, see: í 
produced on (be)  vi. kpá ...-a, see: kpá 
professional fishermen  sn. Sɔrɔkɔ 
profit  n. àre 
 vt. àre ble, see: àre 
profitable  aadj. àrede, see: àre 
promise  vt. lɛ ́sɛ ́...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 

promote  vt. gbãna kpá ...(-a), see: 
gbãna 

proof  n. sèedayã, see: sèeda 
property  n. aruzɛkɛ 
prophecy  n. annabikɛ, see: annabi 
prophesy  vt. annabikɛ kɛ, see: annabi 
 vt. annabikɛyã o, see: annabi 
prophet  n. annabi 
proprietor  part. -de 
prostitute  n. karua 
prostitute oneself  vt. karua kɛ, see: 

karua 
prostrate  adv. nɛ ̃̀sɛlɛkutɛa, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
prostrate oneself before  vt. nɛ ̃̀sɛlɛ kútɛ 

...-nɛ, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
protruding  adv. ɔnɔnɔ 
proud (be)  vt. pítɛ kɛ 
proud person  n. zĩdabiri, see: zĩda 
prove false  vt. ... ɛḱɛ bo, see: ɛḱɛ 
prove guilty  vt. taari bo, see: taari 
proverb  n. yáasi 
provision  n. kusuna 
provisions (provided by others)  n. zàna 
provoke  vt. dɔkɔã, see: dɔ2 
 vt. fɛ ̃
 vt. kpákũ, see: kpá 
 vt. pɛkɔã, see: pɛ ́
psalm  n. kɛrɛ (2) 
Psalms  sn. Zabura 
pubic hair  n. tɔ̃̃̀kã, see: tɔ̃̃̀ 
public entrance  adv. gɛk̃i, see: gɛ2̃ 
puddle  n. íkatɛki, see: í 
puff-adder  n. kyakpata 
pull  vt. gá (1) 
 vt. gága, see: gá 
pulp  n. fù (2) 
pulverise  vt. tí(ti) bo, see: tí1 
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pump  vt. ĩa ká, see: ĩa 
punish  vt. wɛt́ãmmana mɔ ...-nɛ, 

see: wɛ ́
 vt. yã mɔ/́su ...-nɛ, see: yã1 
punishment  n. waridɔmmana, see: 

wari 
 n. wɛt́ãmma, see: wɛ ́
pupil  n. kyókɛri, see: kyó 
pupil of eye  n. wɛńɛgbĩnisira, see: wɛ ́
pure  adv. atɛñɛ, see: a2 
 padj. zɛña, see: zɛ ̃
pure heart  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛpura, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
pure hearted  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛpurade, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
pure (race, water)  adj. zárara 
pure white  adv. pú táitai, see: pu 
 adv. táitai 
purely  adv. tɛñɛtɛñɛ, see: tɛñɛ 
purge (of charm or accusation)  vt. mì 

pípi, see: mì 
purification day  n. gbã̃̀bogɔrɔ, see: 

gbã̃̀ 
purify  vi. zɛ ̃
purify (someone)  vt. gbã̃̀ bo (...-nɛ) 

(1), see: gbã̃̀ 
purlin  n. kãnka 
purpose suffix  part. -i2 
purse  n. ɔgɔbɔkɔ, see: ɔgɔ 
 n. ɔgɔsɔñɔ, see: ɔgɔ 
pursue  vi. pɛt́ɛ ...-i, see: pɛ ́
pursuer  n. pɛḿmari, see: pɛ ́
pus  n. bɔ̃̀'i, see: bɔ̃̀ 
push  vt. yĩpa 
push against  vt. ɔ sɔ ̃...-i, see: ɔ 
push on  vt. ɔ yĩpa ...-a, see: ɔ 
put  vt. da2 
 vt. di 
 vt. kátɛ, see: ká1 

put alongside  vt. pã ...-i 
put alongside (grave)  vt. kpákũsũ ...-

o, see: kpá 
put distance between  vt. kpango da, 

see: kpango 
 vt. zàa gba, see: zàa1 
put down  vt. ditɛ 
put hand on  vt. ɔ di ...-a, see: ɔ 
put hands around  vt. ɔ lika ...-i, see: ɔ 
put hands behind back  vt. ɔ da kpɛn, 

see: ɔ 
put head between legs  vt. mì ká tún, 

see: mì 
put in (blessing)  vt. da ... gu, see: da2 
put in front  vt. kpán'arɛ kɛ, see: kpá 
put in middle  vt. dadangura kɛ, see: 

dadangura 
put in order  vt. yã kɛkɛ, see: yã1 
put in single file  vt. dɔdɔ (2) 
put in water  vt. ká í tɛ ́(1), see: ká1 
put into debt  vt. fĩna dɔ ...-a, see: 

fĩna 
put medicine somewhere (ex. farm)  vt. 

ɛzɛ di, see: ɛzɛ 
put on fire  vt. di tɛ,́ see: di 
 vt. disa 
put on (hand, matter, load)  vt. tɔ ̃...-a, 

see: tɔ2̃ 
put on weight  vt. mɛ ̃̀ kpá, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
put opening in  vt. bɔkɔrɛ 
put out lamp  vt. fitila dɛ, see: fitila 
put out to dry  vt. fãtɛ 
put over  vt. da ...-la, see: da2 
put poison on arrow  vt. kà gba, see: kà 
put roof on  vt. kpɛ ́dɔ, see: kpɛ1́ 
put skin on drum  vt. gã̃̀gã kpá, see: 

gã̃̀gã 
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put together  vt. dakarɛ ...-o, see: da2 
 vt. nakɔã, see: na 
put up with  vt. fɔ2̃ 
putrid ulcer  n. fɔñna 

pygmy mouse  n. ɛñɛlato, see: ɛñɛ 
pyorrhoea  n. lɛv́ã, see: lɛ1́ 
python  n. mlã̃̀da, see: mlã̃̀ 

Q  -  q 
 
quake  vi. yĩgã 
 vt. luka 
quarrel  n. lɛḱpakɔãna, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛḱpakɔãna kɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
quarreler  n. lɛẃɛtɛri, see: lɛ1́ 
quarrelsome person  n. lɛḱpakɔãde, see: 

lɛ1́ 
quarry  n. gbɛ ̃̀dãki, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
 n. yɔk̃i, see: yɔ2̃ 
quarry clay  n. gbã̃̀ dã, see: gbi ̃̃̀1 
quarry stone  vt. gbɛ ̃̀ dã, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
quarter  n. fárandi 
quartz  n. gbɛ ̃̀digi, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
queen  n. saraunia 
question  vt. yã la/lala ...-a, see: yã1 
question (answer unknown)  part. -nyá 
question marker  part. yá2 
question particle  part. -o2 
quick  adj. wãna (2) 

quick moving spider  n. gagara (1) 
quick temper  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛwãna, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
quick tempered person  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛwãnade, 

see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
 n. pɔfɛr̃i, see: pɔ 
quickly  adv. bàrara 
 adv. fàa 
 adv. lika2 
 adv. likalika, see: lika2 
quicksand  n. foko 
quiet (be)  vi. yĩ1 (2) 
 vi. yĩtɛ, see: yĩ1 
quiet (breeze)  aadj. fɛɛɛ 
quiet spirit  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛyĩda, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
quieten  vt. yĩtɛ, see: yĩ1 
quiver  n. gbàta 
quotation marker  part. sɛ2́ 
Quran  sn. Kurani 
Quranic student  n. arumaziri 

R  -  r 
 
race  n. bàkpakũsũna, see: bà3 
 n. buri 
 n. burikɛ, see: buri 
 vt. baka1 
race against  vt. bà kpákũsũ, see: bà3 
Rachel  sn. Rahila 
racket  n. zuka 

racket (make)  vt. kĩni da ...-la, see: 
kĩni1 

radiate heat on  vi. wã ...-a, see: wã 
raffia palm  n. zà2 
raffia palm fruit  n. zànɛ, see: zà2 
rafia broom  n. zàmɛsɛ, see: zà2 
rafter  n. kpɛĺikɔk̃ũ, see: kpɛ1́ 
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 n. líkɔk̃ũ, see: lí1 
rag  n. bizakasa, see: biza 
 n. kasa3 
rain  n. legũ (1) 
 vi. legũ ... ma, see: legũ 
 vi. ma3 (2) 
rain is dispersing  vi. legũ ... fãkɔã, see: 

legũ 
rainbow  n. ludambɛfɛñɛda, see: Luda 
rain-water  n. legũ'i, see: legũ 
raise  vt. futɛ 
 vt. tùtu kɛ 
raise animal  vt. dato 
raise arm in acknowledgement  vt. gã̃̀ sɛ ́

...-nɛ, see: gã̃̀1 
raise child  vt. nɛ ́gwa, see: nɛ ́
raise hope  vt. kɛkɛ (2), see: kɛ 
 vt. wɛf́ufu kɛ, see: wɛ ́
rake  n. bãnizakara, see: Bãni 
ram  n. sãkaro, see: sã1 
ransack  vt. ya 
ransom  n. tɔrɔma 
 vt. tɔrɔma sí, see: tɔrɔma 
rap with knuckle  vt. ɔkɔta pá/zɔ,̃ see: ɔ 
rapids  n. ísɔk̃ɛna, see: í 
rare  adv. kárankaran 
 adv. kpára 
rat  n. ɛñɛ 
rat species  n. ɛñɛbue, see: ɛñɛ 
 n. ɛñɛgbãnado, see: ɛñɛ 
rather arid/dry  padj. korinle, see: kori 
rather bad  padj. vãninle, see: vãni 
rather close  padj. kãninle, see: kãni1 
rather flat and thin  padj. 

kpɛkɛrɛkɛnle, see: kpɛkɛrɛkɛ 
rather high  padj. leinle, see: lei 
rather hilly  padj. si ̃̃̀sĩnle, see: si ̃̃̀sĩ 

rather long/high  padj. gbã̃̀nanle, see: 
gbã̃̀na 

rather low  padj. ɛtɛnle, see: ɛtɛ1 
rather narrow  padj. tuiinle, see: tuii 
rather soft  padj. busɛnle, see: busɛ 
rather thin  padj. tererenle, see: terere 
rather wet  padj. yĩdanle, see: yĩ1 
rather wide  padj. yàasanle, see: yàasa 
rather wild  padj. pãsĩnle, see: pãsĩ 
rave  vt. yã bɔtɛ, see: yã1 
raw  adj. búsu 
ray  n. í (2) 
razor  n. mìbobɔ, see: mì 
reach  vt. le (2) 
reach full amount  vi. papa, see: pa 
read  vt. kyó kɛ (1), see: kyó 
reader  n. kyókɛri, see: kyó 
reading  n. kyó (1) 
ready (be)  vi. ma3 (1) 
real  adj. yãpurade, see: yã1 
real father  n. de'ina, see: de1 
real show-off  n. yɔ̃̃̀gɔk̃i, see: yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃
realise  vt. dɔ1̃ (2) 
really  adv. fá 
reap benefit  vt. ɔ sãsã (2), see: ɔ 
reason  n. yã1 (5) 
 n. yãi, see: yã1 
reason with  vt. yã lɛḱɔã kũ ...-o, see: 

yã1 
reassure  vt. náani kpá ...-a, see: náani 
Rebekah  sn. Rɛbɛka 
rebel  n. gbɛ ̃lɛẃɛtɛri, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 n. sãgbãnade, see: sã2 
rebound on  vt. wí ... musu, see: wí 
rebuke  vi. kpãkɛ ̃...-i 
 vt. pata ...-a, see: pata 
 vt. sã gá, see: sã2 
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recall  vt. gbɛsɛ 
receive  vt. sí 
receive at one's home  vt. kipa (2) 
receive gift  vt. gba le, see: gba 
receive share from  vt. lí ...-a, see: lí2 
receive wages  vt. karo sí, see: karo2 
receiver  n. sìri, see: sí 
recently  adv. dufu 
recently weaned child  n. dekũ 
receptacle  n. kábɔ, see: ká1 
 n. káki (1), see: ká1 
recipient of gift  n. gbableri, see: gba 
recline on elbow with legs at right angle 

vt. gbãnduru kpá 
recline or lean (on) with legs bent back 

vt. gɛngɛsɛ kɛ (...-a), see: 
gɛngɛsɛ 

reclining with legs bent back  n. gɛngɛsɛ 
recognise  vt. dɔ1̃ (2) 
recoil on  vi. ɛra ...-a, see: ɛra 
recompense  n. zĩ'are, see: zĩ2 
 vt. mɔra ká ...-a, see: mɔra 
reconciled to (be)  vt. túuba kɛ ...-nɛ, 

see: túuba 
reconciliation  n. túuba 
record  n. yã1 (3) 
recount  vt. gadi kɛ ...(-nɛ) 
recover  vi. gyã ... were/kɛ ̃...-a, see: 

gyã 
 vi. mɛ ̃̀ were, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
 vi. were 
 vt. gbɛsɛ 
rectal prolapse  n. dankanuma (1) 
rectangular house  n. àdɛdɛ 
red  aadj. tɛr̃ade, see: tɛɛ̃ 
 adj. tɛr̃a, see: tɛɛ̃ 
 adv. tɛɛ̃ 

red and dark (sky)  adv. gã̃̀nɛgɛñɛ 
red and white rat with short tail  n. 

ɛñɛkwaakwaa, see: ɛñɛ 
red ant  n. kɔ̃̀kɔtɛñna, see: kɔ̃̀kɔ 
 n. yɛk̃ɛñtɛ ̃
red anthill  n. zɛ ̃̀tɛ,̃ see: zɛ ̃̀ 
red dye  n. úratɛ,̃ see: úra 
red earth  n. kɔ̃̀sɔtɛr̃a 
red eyed dove  n. potɛñɛlɛlɛsi, see: 

potɛñɛ 
red face powder  n. koatiti, see: koa 
red falcon  n. bòrotɛñna, see: bòro 
red mushroom species  n. dɔñɔtɛr̃a, see: 

dɔñɔ 
red pepper  n. yũku tɛr̃a, see: yũku 
red rooted plant  n. kpaatɛ ̃
red skink  n. iromini tɛr̃a, see: iromini 
red stone used for face powder  n. 

gbɛ ̃̀tɛ(̃ra), see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
red thread  n. wɔñɔ 
reddish  padj. tɛr̃anle, see: tɛɛ̃ 
redeem  vt. tɔrɔma sí, see: tɔrɔma 
redeem slave  vt. zɔ̃̀ bo, see: zɔ̃̀ 
redeemer  n. mìsiri, see: mì 
redness  n. tɛr̃akɛ, see: tɛɛ̃ 
reed  n. fere (1) 
 n. leba 
reed species  n. kanda 
reedbuck antelope  n. bùga 
refer to  vi. tɛ ́...-a, see: tɛ1́ 
refine  vt. baasa 
refine metal  vt. mɔ̃̀ baasa, see: mɔ̃̀ 
refiner  n. mɔ̃̀baasari, see: mɔ̃̀ 
reflection  n. nini (1) 
 n. nini pura, see: nini 
refrain from  vt. mì kɛ ̃...-a, see: mì 
refreshment  n. pɔýĩda, see: pɔ ́
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refuge  n. aafialeki, see: aafia 
 n. mìkpaki, see: mì 
 n. naki, see: na 
 n. surabaki, see: sura ba 
 n. utɛki, see: utɛ 
refusal to act  n. mɛ ̃̀fɛ,̃ see: mɛ ̃̀ 
refuse  vi. gí ...-nɛ, see: gí 
 vi. gí ...-i (1), see: gí 
 vt. lɛ ́lɛ ́...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. tɛ ̃
refuse (absolute)  vi. gí (1) 
regard  vt. wɛ ́dan, see: wɛ ́
region  n. bùsu 
regret  adv. tómadɔỹã, see: tó2 
 n. díndɔm̃ɛnɛ, see: dí1 
regular movement  adv. sɛ ̃̀sɛkɛ 
regulate  vt. gɔg̃ɔ,̃ see: gɔ2̃ 
regulation  n. dokayã, see: doka 
reign  n. kíblegɔrɔ, see: kí 
 n. kpata1 (1) 
 vt. kí ble, see: kí 
 vt. kpata ble, see: kpata1 
reign briefly  vt. kígɔrɔsuppla ble, see: 

kí 
reject (thing)  vi. gí ...-i (2), see: gí 
rejoice  vt. pɔnna kɛ, see: pɔ 
rejoice (in)  vt. yáa dɔ (...-a), see: yá3 
relate  vt. baba ...-nɛ, see: baba 
 vt. o'o (1), see: o1 
related  n. mɛ ̃̀ dokɔñɔ, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
relationship  n. mɛ ̃̀dokɔñɔkɛ, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
relative  n. danɛ 
 n. mɛ ̃̀dokɔñɔde, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
relatives of the dead  n. gɛ ̃̀denɔ, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
relax  vi. were 
relax for  vi. were ...-nɛ, see: were 
release  vt. gbarɛ 

 vt. ɔ gbarɛ ...-i, see: ɔ 
release wind  vt. tɔ ̃gbarɛ, see: tɔ1̃ 
reliable (be)  vt. náani vĩ, see: náani 
relief  n. ĩampaki, see: ĩam pá 
relieve  vt. nana ...-nɛ, see: na 
religion  n. donyĩzɛ, see: do ...-i 
religious duty (do)  vt. donyĩyã kɛ, 

see: do ...-i 
religious matter  n. donyĩyã, see: do 

...-i 
religious teacher  n. arufanna 
 n. ludayãdannɛri, see: Luda 
remain for some time  vt. gbɛ ̃̀gbɛ ble, 

see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
remain silent toward  vi. yĩtɛ ...-a, see: 

yĩ1 
remain to  vi. gɔ ̃...-nɛ, see: gɔ2̃ 
remains  n. gbɛñɛ 
 n. kɔñɔ1 
 n. kpara 
remedy  n. yɔ̃̀rɔ 
remember  vi. dɔ ...-gu/-n, see: dɔ2 
remembrance  n. dɔngu, see: dɔ2 
 n. yãdɔngu, see: yã1 
remind of gift  vt. sa si ...-gu, see: sa 
reminisce (to)  vt. gadi kɛ ...(-nɛ) 
remorseful (make)  vt. ɔ ká ...-nɛ lɛń, 

see: ɔ 
remote bush  n. sã̃̀ntɛsingirima, see: sã̃̀ 
remove  vt. gogo, see: go 
 vt. woro 
remove from  vt. bɔtɛ (...-a) 
 vt. go ...-a, see: go 
 vt. kɛ ̃...-a, see: kɛ2̃ 
remove hair  vt. sãsã2 (2) 
remove (key from lock)  vt. woto 
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remove oneself from  vi. woro ...-a, see: 
woro 

remove thorn from  vt. lɛ ̃̀ wo ...-a, see: 
lɛ ̃̀2 

renounce  vi. gí zĩdai, see: gí 
 vt. la da ...-nɛ 
repair  vt. kɛkɛ (1), see: kɛ 
repairer  n. kɛ ̃̀kɛri, see: kɛ 
repay to  vt. ɛra ...-a, see: ɛra 
repeat  vt. sigɔ ̃kɛ 
repent  vt. nɛ ̃̀sɛ litɛ, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
 vt. túuba kɛ ...-nɛ, see: túuba 
replace  vt. gɛñɛ kɛ, see: gɛñɛ 
replace with another  vt. mìpakɔã kɛ, 

see: mì 
replacement  n. gɛñɛ 
reply  vt. lɛ ́sí, see: lɛ1́ 
reply to  vt. yã we ...-a, see: yã1 
report  n. káara 
report to  vt. gbã ...-nɛ, see: gbã 
 vt. yã gbã ...-nɛ, see: yã1 
representative  n. wɛd́e, see: wɛ ́
reprimand  vt. gba làakari, see: gba 
 vt. zuka dɔ ...-a, see: zuka 
reputation  n. tɔ1́ (2) 
request  n. wɛḱɛ, see: wɛ ́
 vt. gbɛka 
 vt. wɛ ́kɛ (1), see: wɛ ́
request interest as sacrifice  vt. í la, see: 

í 
rescue  vt. faaba kɛ, see: faaba 
 vt. mì sí, see: mì 
 vt. sura ba 
rescuer  n. faabakɛri, see: faaba 
 n. surabari, see: sura ba 
resemble  vi. bokɔã kũ ...-o, see: bo2 
 vt. dà sɛ,́ see: dà 

reservoir  n. ízɛki, see: í 
respect  n. wé'i 
respectful  n. wé'ide, see: wé'i 
respond  vt. yã sí ...-la, see: yã1 
respond to  vt. yã li ...-a, see: yã1 
 vt. yã ma ...-a, see: yã1 
responsibility  n. yã1 (6) 
rest  n. ĩampaki, see: ĩam pá 
 n. kámma 
 vt. ĩam pá (2) 
 vt. kámma bo, see: kámma 
rest day  n. kámmabogɔrɔ, see: 

kámma 
rested field  n. tàraga (1) 
resting place  n. kámmaboki, see: 

kámma 
restrain  vt. milɛ ble 
result  n. gbɛ ̃̀ (2) 
resume sex during weaning  vt. dekũ 

kɛ (1), see: dekũ 
resurrect  vi. futɛ bona gan, see: futɛ 
 vi. gɛ ̃̀ ... vu, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
 vi. vu 
 vt. vu 
resurrected  n. gàavu, see: ga 
resurrection  n. vuna, see: vu 
resurrection day  n. vugɔrɔ, see: vu 
resuscitate  vt. vu 
retail  vt. soke kɛ 
retract  vt. sukpa, see: su 
retreat  vi. boru 
retreat backwards  vi. boru kpɛ kpa, see: 

boru 
retreat from  vt. boru kpɛ ...-nɛ, see: 

boru 
return  n. suna, see: su 
 vi. su 
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 vt. ɛra 
return favour  n. úblembɛ, see: ú 
return (time)  n. sugɔrɔ, see: su 
return to  vi. su ...-a, see: su 
 vi. su ...-nɛ, see: su 
 vt. ɛra ...-nɛ, see: ɛra 
 vt. sukpa ...-nɛ, see: su 
return to senses  vi. laakari su, see: 

laakari 
reveal to  vt. biria ...-nɛ, see: biri2 
 vt. bo ...-nɛ gupuraa, see: bo2 
 vt. yãwɛ wɛ ̃...-nɛ, see: yã1 
revealed on (be)  vi. pisi ...-a, see: pisi 
revelation  n. yãwɛwɛña, see: yã1 
reveller  n. dikpɛkɛri, see: di 
 n. pɔnnakɛri, see: pɔ 
review  vi. ɛra ... dɔi, see: ɛra 
reviler  n. gbɛs̃ɔs̃ɔr̃i, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 n. sɔ̃̃̀sɔr̃i, see: sɔ1̃ 
revise  vi. ɛra ... dɔi, see: ɛra 
revive  vi. vu 
revived from death  n. gàavu, see: ga 
reward  n. láada 
rhetorical question marker  part. dé 
rheumatism  n. yãsũ 
rib  n. gbã̃̀ntɛrɛwa, see: gbã̃̀ntɛrɛ 
rice  n. mure 
rich person  n. ɔgɔde, see: ɔgɔ 
ride on  vi. di ...-a, see: di 
ride piggy-back  vt. sɔñɛbiliga kɛ ...-nɛ, 

see: sɔ3̃ 
rider  n. dìri, see: di 
ridge of roof  n. kpɛśuta, see: kpɛ1́ 
ridges (make)  vt. bú kpátɛ, see: bú 
right  aadj. zɛd́e, see: zɛ ́
 adj. súsu (2) 
 n. yãzɛde(kɛ), see: yã1 

right (do)  vt. yã súsu kɛ, see: yã1 
right hand  n. ɔpla, see: ɔ 
right handed person  n. ɔplade, see: ɔ 
right now today  adv. gbãragbãra, see: 

gbãra 
righteous person  n. yãsusukɛri, see: 

yã1 
righteousness  n. manakɛ, see: mana 
 n. yãmanakɛna, see: yã1 
 n. yãzɛde(kɛ), see: yã1 
ring  n. tãnka 
ring bell  vt. mɔ̃̀ lɛ,́ see: mɔ̃̀ 
ring finger  n. ɔnɛtankapɔ, see: ɔ 
ringing  adv. wemm 
rinse  vt. yoyo, see: yo 
rinse body  vt. í kú ...-a, see: í 
ripe  adj. màni, see: ma3 
ripe (be)  vi. ma3 (1) 
ripen bananas  vt. àyaba di, see: àyaba 
ripple  n. ípaka, see: í 
 n. páka 
 vi. dege 
 vi. degedege, see: dege 
ripple (make)  vt. dege 
rise  vi. futɛ 
rise (dampness)  vi. mùsɛ ... futɛ, see: 

mùsɛ 
rise from death  vi. futɛ bona gan, see: 

futɛ 
rise suddenly  adv. vàu 
rise up against  vi. futɛ ...-i, see: futɛ 
rise up against one another  vi. futɛkɔĩ, 

see: futɛ 
risk life  vt. zĩda kai kɛ, see: zĩda 
ritual  n. donyĩyã, see: do ...-i 
ritual washing  n. aruwala 
 n. awala 
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rival  n. gɔb̃a 
rivalry  n. denlana, see: de3 
river  n. swa1 
 n. swada, see: swa1 
river course  n. swadɔrɔ, see: swa1 
river gallery  n. swadako, see: swa1 
river Niger  sn. Sɛ ̃̀bɛ, see: sɛ ̃̀bɛ 
riverbank  n. si ̃̃̀sĩa, see: si ̃̃̀sĩ 
riverbed  n. swawɛɛ, see: swa1 
riverside  n. swasarɛ, see: swa1 
riverside inhabitants  n. swasarɛdenɔ, 

see: swa1 
river-water  n. swa'i, see: swa1 
road  n. zɛ ́(1) 
roam  vi. kure 
roam around  vi. likara 
roan antelope  n. lɛṕura, see: lɛ1́ 
roast  vt. kpata2 
roasted  adj. kpatana, see: kpata2 
rob  vt. kpãni o (...-a), see: kpãni 
robber  n. kpãni wɛd́ewɛ, see: kpãni 
robe  n. arukĩmba 
 n. kumusu, see: kú 
 n. uta zɔk̃ɔ,̃ see: uta 
rock  n. gbɛ ̃̀ (1) 
rock cony  n. gbɛ ̃̀'ɛñɛ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
rock-hen  n. gbɛ ̃̀konɛ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
rocky place  n. gbɛ ̃̀kɔkɔtɔ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
rocky tor  n. kpi 
rod  n. flã̃̀ 
 n. gbɛg̃o, see: gbɛ1̃ 
 n. gò 
rodent  n. ɛñɛ 
roll  vt. gbigiri kɛ/pá, see: gbigiri 
roll around  vt. mátɛmatɛ, see: mátɛ 
roll up  vi. koko 
 vt. koko 

roll up head-pad  n. máni ba, see: 
máni 

roll up (many)  vi. kokokoko, see: koko 
 vt. kokokoko, see: koko 
rolled up  adj. kokona, see: koko 
rolling  n. gbigiri 
Romans  n. Romudenɔ, see: Romu 
Rome  sn. Romu 
roof frame  n. kpɛśɔ,̃ see: kpɛ1́ 
room  n. dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛporoki, see: 

dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛ 
 n. gã̃̀poroki, see: gã̃̀1 
 n. kpɛńɛ, see: kpɛ1́ 
 n. mɛ ̃̀poroki, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
root  n. zĩni1 
rope  n. bà2 
rope bag  n. bùruma 
rope made from palm  n. zàtɛb̃a, see: 

zà2 
rope on uniform  n. bàkangãn, see: bà2 
rope whip  n. bàflã, see: bà2 
rosella plant  n. kpã̃̀kpãnna, see: 

kpã̃̀kpã 
rosella species  n. kpã̃̀kpãnna bɛpɔ, see: 

kpã̃̀kpã 
rot  vi. vã 
 vt. yagi kɛ 
rot (wood, rope)  vt. mùna kũ, see: 

mùna 
rotten  adv. mùkumuku, see: 

múkumuku 
 adv. mùnamuna, see: mùna 
 n. mùna 
rotten fish  n. kpɔ̃̀daba, see: kpɔ̃̀ 
rough  adj. kàsara 
 adj. tòkũtokũ 
 adv. kàtikati 
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 adv. súkusuku 
 adv. wókũwokũ 
round  adj. búkutu 
 adj. bunduru 
round and big  adv. bunduruku, see: 

bunduru 
round and small  aadj. bundurunna, 

see: bunduru 
roundish  padj. bùtukunle, see: bùtuku 
roundworm  n. fì 
row  cn. dɔ̃̀rɔ 
 n. dɔ̃̀rɔ 
 vt. bá li, see: bá3 
royal affairs/deeds  n. kíkɛyã, see: kí 
royal breeding  n. kí'ina, see: kí 
royal name  sn. Kwaara 
royal python  n. gbɛ ̃̀zɛwo, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
royal robe  n. kíble'uta, see: kí 
royal title  sn. Zaaki 
royalty  n. kíkɛ, see: kí 
rub on  vt. dɔkɔ 
 vt. má ...-a 
rub shoulders with  vt. gbã̃̀ntɛrɛ 

nakɔã, see: gbã̃̀ntɛrɛ 
rubber  n. lòba 
rubber pail  n. lòbabɔkɔ, see: lòba 
rubbish  n. bìsa 
rubbish heap  n. tubura 
rudder  n. báli godɔdɔbɔ, see: bá3 
 n. fĩbɔ, see: fĩ 
 n. gódɔdɔbɔ, see: gó 
rudeness  n. wɛḱãkã, see: wɛ ́
rufous rat  n. ɛñɛkasa, see: ɛñɛ 
ruin  n. sunyĩ, see: su 
 vi. yaka 
 vt. sunyĩ kɛ, see: su 

ruin a country  vt. bùsu dɛ, see: bùsu 
ruiner of country/economy  n. 

bùsudɛri, see: bùsu 
ruinous  adv. yáriyari 
ruins  n. bɛzĩ, see: bɛ1 
rule  n. dokayã, see: doka 
 n. yãditɛna, see: yã1 
 n. yãzɛkpatɛ, see: yã1 
 vt. kí ble, see: kí 
rule over  vt. kí ble ...-a, see: kí 
ruler  n. kíbleri, see: kí 
 n. kpatade (1), see: kpata1 
ruminate  vt. yoko o 
rumour  n. òpi, see: ò 
run  n. bà3 
run away  vt. bàa sí (...-nɛ), see: bà3 
run down  vi. pla ...-i 
run fast  vt. bà wãna lɛ,́ see: bà3 
run (from)  vt. bàa lɛ ́(...-nɛ), see: bà3 
rung (ladder)  n. gbápɛki, see: gbá 
runner  n. bàalɛri, see: bà3 
running  n. bàasina, see: bà3 
running in panic  adv. gìdigidi, see: 

gídi 
running not  n. gãmporo 
runny (thin) liquid  adj. mɔńɔnɔ 
runt  n. gokũ 
Ruppell's griffon vulture  n. àkako 
rush around  vt. gàragara kɛ, see: 

gàragara 
rushing around  adv. gàragara 
 adv. gìdigidi, see: gídi 
rushing water  n. ísɔk̃ɛna, see: í 
rust  vt. dã̃̀a kpá 
 vt. tɛr̃a kũ, see: tɛɛ̃ 
Ruth  sn. Rutu 
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S  -  s 
 
Sabbath  n. kámmabogɔrɔ, see: 

kámma 
sac  n. sɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
sack  n. asasa 
 n. bɔ̃̀kɔ 
 n. buhu 
 n. lato 
sacrifice  vt. sa o, see: sa 
sacrifice at shrine  vt. tãna gbagba, see: 

tãna 
sacrifice to  vt. gbagba, see: gba 
sacrifices to God  n. ludagbagbari (2), 

see: Luda 
sacrificial blood  n. sa'o'aru, see: sa 
sacrificial food  n. sa'opɔble, see: sa 
sacrificial meat  n. sa'onɔbɔ, see: sa 
sacrificial sheep  n. sa'osã, see: sa 
sad (be)  vt. pɔsira kɛ, see: pɔ 
sad person  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛsirade, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
 n. pɔsirade, see: pɔ 
saddle  n. gàari 
sadness  n. pɔsira, see: pɔ 
safe  adv. aafia 
safety pin  n. gòrogi 
sail  n. gókuta, see: gó 
sailor  n. góde, see: gó 
salary  n. karo2 
 n. làada1 
saliva  n. lɛ'́i (1), see: lɛ1́ 
salivary gland  n. belubelu 
salivate  vi. lɛ'́i ... su, see: lɛ1́ 
salt  n. wisi 
salted  aadj. wiside, see: wisi 

salty  aadj. wiside, see: wisi 
salty area  n. guwiside, see: gu 
same  adj. dokɔñɔ 
sanctuary  n. ludakuki, see: Luda 
sand  n. bùsu'atɛ,̃ see: bùsu 
sand fly  n. fè 
sand of seashore  n. ísiralɛ bùsu'atɛ,̃ 

see: í 
sandal  n. kyate 
sane (become)  vt. ĩa ... kɛ ̃...-a, see: ĩa 
Sansani  sn. Sãnsãni 
Sarabe  sn. Sarabɛ 
Sarah  sn. Sara 
 sn. Saramatu, see: Sara 
Satan  sn. Ibilisi 
 sn. Setan 
sated  vi. kã1 
satisfy  vi. mɔ ́...-a, see: mɔ1́ 
Saturday  n. asibi 
savage  adj. pãsĩ 
save  vt. mì sí, see: mì 
saviour  n. surabari, see: sura ba 
savour smell  vt. gbĩ gága, see: gbĩ1 
saw  n. sàkasaka 
say  vi. pi2 
say to  vi. pi ...-nɛ, see: pi2 
scab  n. bɔ̃̀tɛke, see: bɔ̃̀ 
scabies  n. kása2 
scales  n. kiloo 
 n. pɔt́ikisigwabɔ, see: pɔ ́
scapula  n. ɔplɛ, see: ɔ 
scar  n. bɔ̃̀gbɛ, see: bɔ̃̀ 
 n. wãnzãn 
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scare  vt. sɛ ̃̀rɛkã futɛ, see: sɛ ̃̀rɛ 
 vt. vĩna dada ...-i, see: vĩna 
scarf  n. gífa 
scarlet  adv. zónzon 
scarred  n. wãnzãnde, see: wãnzãn 
scatter grain  vt. pɔẃɛ fã, see: pɔ ́
sceptre  n. gò purade, see: gò 
 n. gò térere, see: gò 
 n. kíkɛgo, see: kí 
scholar  n. kyókɛri, see: kyó 
 n. takadadɔr̃i, see: takada 
school  n. kyókpɛ, see: kyó 
schoolwork  n. kyó (2) 
scissors  n. maaso 
scoffer  n. gbɛ ̃

lalandide/lalandikɛri, see: 
gbɛ2̃ 

scorn  n. yɛtɛ 
 vt. yɛtɛ di ...-nɛ, see: yɛtɛ 
scorpion  n. fí 
scowl at  vi. ãn sisi (...-i), see: ãn 
scramble for  vt. koti ká ...-i, see: koti 
scrape  vt. kũkũ (1), see: kũ3 
 vt. wawa, see: wa 
scraping off pot  n. koto 
scratch  vt. kãsã 
 vt. kɔkɔ 
 vt. ũkã kɔkɔ, see: ũkã 
scream (at)  vt. wiki lɛ ́(...-a), see: wiki 
screw up (face)  vt. fɛ ̃kpá, see: fɛ ̃
scrotum  n. sɔtɔba, see: sɔtɔ1 
scrutinize  vt. wɛ ́natɛ, see: wɛ ́
 vt. wɛ ́tɛ ́...-i, see: wɛ ́
sea  n. ísira, see: í 
sea water  n. ísira'i, see: í 
seal  n. sèedakɛbɔ, see: sèeda 
seashore  adv. ísiralɛ, see: í 

seaside  adv. ísiralɛ, see: í 
seat  n. vutɛki, see: vutɛ 
seaweed  n. burugu 
second  aadj. plade, see: pla 
-second  aadj. awɛɛplade, see: awɛɛ- 
second (daughter)  aadj. bãnade, see: 

Bãna 
second (son)  aadj. Sabide, see: Sabi 
second year field  n. búsa, see: bú 
 n. kpókoro 
secret  aadj. asiride, see: asiri 
 n. asiri 
 n. yã'utɛna, see: yã1 
secret affair  n. asiriyã, see: asiri 
secret power  n. kɔ̃̀3 
secretary  n. takadakɛr̃i, see: takada 
secretly  adv. kpãni 
section  cn. lɛu 
see  vt. e 
see face to face  vt. wɛ ́kɛ siikɔ,̃ see: wɛ ́
see fault  vt. taari e, see: taari 
see on  vt. e ...-a, see: e 
see opinion  vt. yãzɛ e, see: yã1 
see vision  vt. wɛǵupu e, see: wɛ ́
see (with own eyes)  vt. wɛ ́si ...-lɛ, see: 

wɛ ́
seed  n. pɔ ́(4) 
 n. pɔb́uri, see: pɔ ́
 n. pɔẃɛ, see: pɔ ́
see/get opportunity  vt. zɛ ́le, see: zɛ ́
seek  vt. wɛtɛ, see: wɛ 
seek from  vt. wɛtɛ ...-a, see: wɛ 
seek progress  vt. arɛ wɛtɛ, see: arɛ 
seek quarrel  vt. lɛ ́wɛ/wɛtɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
seek superiority  vt. denla wɛtɛ, see: 

de3 
seek to speak to  vt. lɛ ́kɛkɛ (2), see: lɛ1́ 
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seeker  n. wɛtɛri, see: wɛ ́
seeker after God  n. ludakiwɛtɛri, see: 

Luda 
seeker of dishonest gain  n. 

ɔgɔvãniwɛtɛri, see: ɔgɔ 
seer  n. wɛǵupu'eri, see: wɛ ́
Segbana  sn. Segbãa 
seize  vt. kpá ...-lɛ, see: kpá 
 vt. kũ3 (1) 
seizure  n. lɛt́ɛlɛtɛgyã, see: lɛt́ɛ 
select  vt. plɛ1 
self  n. zĩda 
self-control  n. zĩdakũnadɔña, see: zĩda 
self-indulgence  n. zĩdakũnadɔñasari, 

see: zĩda 
selfish (be)  vt. bĩni kɛ, see: bĩni2 
selfish person  n. aniapãsĩde, see: ania 
 n. asirade, see: asira 
 n. bĩnide, see: bĩni2 
 n. zĩdapɔyeinakɛri, see: zĩda 
selfish toward (be)  vt. ania pãsĩ kɛ 

(...-o), see: ania 
selfishness  n. ania pãsĩ, see: ania 
 n. asira 
 n. bĩni2 
self-sown  n. butɛazĩda, see: butɛ 
self-will  n. gbĩni 
self-willed  n. pɔyeinade, see: pɔ 
sell  vt. yía 
sell merchandise  vt. laga yá, see: laga 
sell oneself short  vt. zĩda lago, see: 

zĩda 
sell to  vt. yía ...-a, see: yía 
seller  n. lagayari, see: laga 
 n. pɔýari, see: pɔ ́
 n. yìari, see: yía 
send  vt. gbarɛ 

 vt. zĩ1 
send against  vt. gbarɛ ...-i, see: gbarɛ 
send for  vt. gbarɛ ...-nɛ, see: gbarɛ 
send message  vt. lɛ ́kpãzã ...-nɛ, see: 

lɛ1́ 
send message to  vt. lɛḱpãzã kɛ ...-nɛ, 

see: lɛ1́ 
send representative  vt. gbɛ ̃kpá, see: 

gbɛ2̃ 
send to  vt. gbarɛ ...-a, see: gbarɛ 
 vt. kpãzã ...-nɛ 
 vt. zĩ ...-a, see: zĩ1 
Senegal bustard  n. gbárannabã, see: 

gbáranna 
sense  n. laakari 
 n. mì (2) 
sense smell  vt. gbĩ ma, see: gbĩ1 
senseless action  n. mìsariyã, see: mì 
senseless (matter)  aadj. mìsari, see: mì 
sensible (be)  vt. sùru kɛ, see: sùru 
sensible person  n. fayade, see: faya 
 n. laakaride, see: laakari 
Sentence emphasis marker  part. -mɛ 

(1) 
separate  adv. adona, see: ado 
 vi. gokɔã, see: go 
 vi. kɛ2̃ 
 vt. kɛ2̃ 
 vt. kɛk̃ɔr̃ɛ, see: kɛ2̃ 
 vt. kɛ(̃kɛ)̃kɔã (1), see: kɛ2̃ 
separate from  vi. kɛ(̃kɛ)̃kɔã (1), see: 

kɛ2̃ 
 vt. mì kɛ ̃...-a, see: mì 
servant  n. zi ̃̃̀ri, see: zĩ1 
 n. zĩkɛri, see: zĩ2 
servant-hood  n. zi ̃̃̀rikɛ, see: zĩ1 
serve as slave  vt. zɔ̃̀ ble, see: zɔ̃̀ 
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service  n. zi ̃̃̀rikɛna, see: zĩ1 
servile  n. mìnatɛri, see: mì 
servitude  n. zɔ̃̀ble, see: zɔ̃̀ 
set a fire  vt. tɛ ́ká, see: tɛ3́ 
 vt. tɛ ́kpá, see: tɛ3́ 
set aside  vt. kpá kpado, see: kpá 
set fire to  vt. tɛ ́ká ...-i, see: tɛ3́ 
 vt. tɛ ́sɔ ̃...-a, see: tɛ3́ 
set horsehair trap  vt. tã̃̀a kpákpa, see: 

tã̃̀a 
set stone trap  vt. gbɛ ̃̀saa kpákpa, see: 

gbɛ ̃̀ 
set trap  vt. gbàgidi kpákpa, see: 

gbàgidi 
set wire trap  vt. guru kpákpa, see: guru 
settle  vi. kátɛkatɛ, see: ká1 
 vi. vutɛ 
 vt. gɔg̃ɔ,̃ see: gɔ2̃ 
 vt. kátɛkatɛ, see: ká1 
settle dispute  vt. yã gɔg̃ɔ ̃(...-o), see: 

yã1 
settle matter  vt. bɔkɔtɛ (...-nɛ) 
settle out  vi. kpátɛ 
settle out (water)  vi. dɔ2 (2) 
seven  num. suppla 
seventeen  num. gɛr̃o awɛɛpla, see: gɛr̃o 
seventeenth  aadj. gɛr̃o awɛɛplade, see: 

gɛr̃o 
seventh  aadj. supplade, see: suppla 
-seventh  aadj. awɛɛsupplade, see: 

awɛɛ- 
seventy  num. baaakɔ ̃akuri, see: 

baaakɔ ̃
severity  n. wɛǵbãna, see: wɛ ́
sew  vt. nabi 
sewing machine  n. kɛkɛ (3) 
sewn up  aadj. nabi(nabi)na, see: nabi 

sexual pervert  n. pãpãbɛñɛkɛri, see: pã 
sexual relations (have)  vt. dãmbara 

kpá 
sexually immoral person  n. pãpãkɛri, 

see: pã 
sexually transmitted disease (STD)  n. 

kɛntu 
shackle  n. kpàti 
 vt. kpàti kpá ...-nɛ, see: kpàti 
shade  n. ura 
shadow  n. nini (1) 
 n. nini pura, see: nini 
shady  aadj. urade, see: ura 
Shagunu  sn. Sagũnu 
shake  vi. luka 
 vi. yĩgã 
 vi. yĩgãyĩgã, see: yĩgã 
 vt. gbãkɛ 
 vt. luka 
 vt. lukaluka, see: luka 
 vt. yĩgãyĩgã, see: yĩgã 
shake castanet  vt. faka pá, see: faka 
shake hands with  vt. ɔ kpá ...-a (2), see: 

ɔ 
shake out  vt. kpakɛ (1) 
 vt. kpukɛ 
shaker  n. faka 
shaking with fright  adv. gìri 
shallow  adj. sàrara 
 padj. tuiinle, see: tuii 
shallow water  n. ísarara, see: í 
shame  n. wé'i 
shameful matter  n. wé'isariyã, see: 

wé'i 
shameful person  n. wé'idammari, see: 

wé'i 
shameless  n. wé'isaride, see: wé'i 
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share  n. baka2 
share with  vt. lí ...-nɛ, see: lí2 
sharp  adj. lɛńna, see: lɛ1́ 
sharp (edge)  adj. nna 
sharpen  vt. lɛ ́kɛkɛ (1), see: lɛ1́ 
sharply  adv. páipai 
shatter  vi. wí 
 vt. wí 
 vt. wíwi, see: wí 
shave  vt. wa 
shave head  vt. mì bo, see: mì 
shaved  padj. pótompo 
shaven or bald head  adv. 

kpárankparan (2) 
shawl  n. pɔd́angãn, see: pɔ ́
she (Contrastive)  pr. àpi, see: à1 
shea  n. kù2 
shea grove  n. kúkpɛ, see: kù2 
shea nut  n. kùwɛ, see: kù2 
shea tree parasite  n. kùligbãbɔ, see: kù2 
shea-butter extraction place  n. burarɛ 
shear  vt. kã zɔz̃ɔ,̃ see: kã2 
shearer  n. sãkãkɛr̃ɛri, see: sã1 
sheath  n. bàka1 
 n. plɛ2 (2) 
sheath of grass  n. sã̃̀baka, see: sã̃̀ 
sheathed knife  n. fɛñɛkanga, see: fɛñɛ 
shed skin  vt. fɔ̃̃̀mba bo/kɛ, see: fɔ̃̃̀mba 
shed skin (snake)  vt. sɔ̃̀ bo, see: sɔ 
shed tears  vt. wɛt́ɛ ̃kɔt́ɛ, see: wɛ ́
sheep  n. sã1 
sheep owner  n. sãde, see: sã1 
sheep-pen  n. sãkara, see: sã1 
sheet  n. bizada, see: biza 
shell  vt. baba 
shelter  n. mìkpaki, see: mì 
 vi. na ... kpɛ, see: na 

shepherd  n. sãdãri, see: sã1 
shepherd's bag  n. sãdãbɔkɔ, see: sã1 
shield  n. sɛg̃bako 
shield-bearer  n. sɛg̃bakosɛri, see: 

sɛg̃bako 
shin  n. kore 
shin-bone  n. korewa, see: kore 
shine  vi. pí 
 vt. tɛ ́kɛ, see: tɛ3́ 
shine on (torch)  vt. biri ...-a, see: biri2 
shine (torch)  vt. biri2 
shiny green beetle  n. tɛḱɔkɔ, see: tɛ3́ 
shirt  n. uta 
shirt made of local white fabric  n. 

utaturu, see: uta 
shiver  vi. luka 
 vt. kpakpana gá 
shocked (be)  vi. yã ... di ...-a, see: yã1 
shoe  n. kyate 
shoestring  n. kyateyĩba, see: kyate 
shoot  n. gbi ̃̃̀2 
 n. lábɔtɔ, see: lá 
 vt. kùse kpátɛ 
 vt. yã̃̀ pá 
shoot animal from behind  vt. kà lɛ ́...-

nɛ, see: kà 
shoot arrow  vt. kà zu, see: kà 
shoot (yam)  vt. gbi ̃̃̀ bo, see: gbi ̃̃̀2 
shop  n. sɔɔbu 
 vt. ɛtɛ ble, see: ɛtɛ2 
shopper  n. ɛtɛbleri, see: ɛtɛ2 
shore  n. gasɛ ̃
short  adj. kutu 
short and broad  adv. kɛḱɛkɛkɛ 
short and low  adv. kùusuu 
short palm species  n. sè 
short sleeved shirt  n. utanɛ, see: uta 
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shortish  padj. kutunle, see: kutu 
shortness  n. kutukɛ, see: kutu 
shorts  n. sòkoto kutu, see: sòkoto 
should (improbability verb)  vi. sù 
shoulder  n. gã̃̀1 (2) 
shoulder bag  n. bɔ̃̀kɔlokona, see: 

bɔ̃̀kɔ 
shoulder blade  n. ɔplɛ, see: ɔ 
shout  vt. pata 
shout at  vt. pata ...-a, see: pata 
 vt. wiki dɔ ...-a, see: wiki 
shovel  n. sɛt́ɛbɔ, see: sɛ1́ 
show  vt. mɔ ...-nɛ 
show annoyance  vt. pɛt̃ɛ ̃kɛ, see: pɛt̃ɛ ̃
show appreciation  vt. gba sáabu, see: 

gba 
show disrespect to  vt. dɔkɛ ...-o, see: 

dɔkɛ 
show off  vt. ère kɛ 
 vt. yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃kɛ ...-a, see: yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃
show oneself off  vt. zĩda mɔ ...-nɛ, 

see: zĩda 
show respect  vt. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ lí ...-nɛ, see: 

bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
show respect to vi. kútɛ ...-nɛ, see: kútɛ 
show strength  vt. kùsɛ biri ...-a, see: 

kù1 
show superiority over  vt. káki e, see: 

ká1 
show the way  vt. zɛ ́mɔ ...-nɛ, see: zɛ ́
show-off  n. ĩadãri, see: ĩa 
 vt. ĩa dã, see: ĩa 
showy  aadj. yɔ̃̃̀gɔd̃e, see: yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃
showy (be) (by dress and gait)  vt. pítɛ 

kɛ 
shrew  n. ɛñɛsuga, see: ɛñɛ 
shrine  n. tãnakpɛ, see: tãna 

shrine (of nature spirit)  n. tãna (2) 
shrink  vi. sɔk̃ũn, see: sɔ ̃
 vt. sɔk̃ũn, see: sɔ ̃
shudder  vi. sɛ ̃̀rɛkã futɛ, see: sɛ ̃̀rɛ 
 vt. kpakpana gá 
shut  vt. ta2 
 vt. tata, see: ta2 
shut (be)  vi. tata, see: ta2 
shut door (fully)  vt. gbà ta, see: gbà 
shy before crowd (be)  vi. dasi ... vutɛ 

... wɛá, see: dasi 
sibling of the same father  n. 

dedokɔñɔde, see: de1 
sick person  n. gyãre, see: gyã 
sickbed  n. gyãpɛ, see: gyã 
sickle  n. koma 
 n. kooma 
sickle like scraper for calabash  n. 

konta 
sickness  n. gyã 
side  n. kpado (1), see: kpa 
side of ribcage  n. gbã̃̀ntɛrɛ (1) 
side with  vi. zɛ ...-o, see: zɛ 
sieve  n. kikii 
 n. láaria 
 vt. bobo2 
sieve by agitating  vt. babara 
sigh  n. wesa, see: we o 
 vi. wesa bo, see: we o 
sigh deeply  vt. wesa bo fùfu, see: we o 
sight  n. wɛṕɛki, see: wɛ ́
sign  n. namba 
 n. sèeda 
sign on (make)  vt. namba kɛ/kɛ/̃na/dɔ 

...-a, see: namba 
signal that shot animal is found dead 

exc. filo 
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signal to  vt. gu dɔ ...-nɛ, see: gu 
 vt. ɔ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: ɔ 
silent  adv. kpɛñ 
silk  n. siliki 
silver  n. andurufu 
silversmith  n. andurufupiri, see: 

andurufu 
similar thing (do)  vt. taka kɛ, see: taka 
simple  adj. pã 
simple pap  n. úkasa, see: ú 
simple person  n. nigãzĩde, see: nigãzĩ 
 n. ɔñdɔk̃ɛãnade, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
sin  n. durunna 
 vt. durunna kɛ, see: durunna 
since  c. zaa 
sincere person  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛdode, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
sincerity  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛdo, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
sinew  n. tĩ 
sinful person n. durunnade, see: 

durunna 
sinfulness  n. durunnadekɛ, see: 

durunna 
sing  vt. lɛ ̃̀ sí, see: lɛ ̃̀1 
sing praise  vt. táaki lɛ,́ see: táaki 
singer  n. lɛ ̃̀siri, see: lɛ ̃̀1 
single girl  n. nɔpose (1), see: nɔ 
single mind  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛdo, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
single person  adj. pose 
single straw  n. sã̃̀gbãsĩ, see: sã̃̀ 
single string guitar  n. bànɛndo (2), 

see: bà2 
sink  vi. kpátɛ 
 vi. vlɛ ̃
sink pole  vt. lí sɔs̃ɔ,̃ see: lí1 
sinless person  n. durunnasaride, see: 

durunna 

sinner  n. durunnakɛri, see: 
durunna 

sister of boy  sn. dãre 
sit  vi. vutɛ 
sit around  vi. vutɛ ...-i, see: vutɛ 
sit exam  vt. dekala kɛ, see: de3 
sit (many)  vi. vutɛvutɛ, see: vutɛ 
sit on  vi. vutɛ ...-a, see: vutɛ 
site (rifle)  vt. dɔdɔ (3) 
situation  n. gbá (2) 
six  num. suddo 
sixpence  n. sisi 
sixteen  num. gɛr̃o awɛɛdo, see: gɛr̃o 
sixteenth  aadj. gɛr̃o awɛɛdode, see: 

gɛr̃o 
sixth  aadj. suddode, see: suddo 
-sixth  aadj. awɛɛsuddode, see: 

awɛɛ- 
sixty  num. baaakɔ ̃
sixty five  num. baaakɔ ̃asɔɔro, see: 

baaakɔ ̃
skeleton  n. gɛ ̃̀wa, see: gɛ ̃̀ 
sketch  vt. gá (2) 
skill  n. goni 
skilled  aadj. gonide, see: goni 
skillfulness  n. gonikɛ, see: goni 
skin  n. bára 
 n. mɛ ̃̀bara, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
 vt. piti ...-a, see: piti 
skin and bone  adv. wàakuu 
skin of seed/tuber  n. fɔ̃̃̀mba 
skink  n. iromini 
skip  vi. vĩvĩ, see: vĩ3 
skull  n. mìtoko, see: mì 
sky  n. ludambɛ, see: Luda 
slacken  vi. yiko 
 vt. yiko 
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slake  vi. ya (1) 
slander  n. sɔ1̃ 
 vt. ɛḱɛ di ...-a, see: ɛḱɛ 
slanderer  n. gbɛỹakari, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 n. lɛv́ãnide, see: lɛ1́ 
slap face  vt. sãn kɛ(kɛ), see: sã2 
slaughter  vt. kùtu kpá 
slave  n. zɔ̃̀ 
slave of war  n. zi ̃̃̀zɔ, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
slave-girl  n. zɔ̃̀nɔkpare, see: zɔ̃̀ 
slavery  n. zɔ̃̀kɛna, see: zɔ̃̀ 
 n. zɔ̃̀zĩ, see: zɔ̃̀ 
sledge hammer  n. ére páde, see: ére 
sleep  n. i2 
 vt. i o, see: i2 
sleep of death  n. ga'i, see: ga 
sleeper  n. i'ori, see: i2 
slender gerbril  n. ɛñɛbɔkɔ, see: ɛñɛ 
slice  n. kɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
 vt. líli, see: lí2 
slice up  vt. lílikɔr̃ɛ, see: lí2 
slimy  adj. zãrɛ 
sling  n. gbɛ ̃̀mba, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
sling-shot  n. lòba 
sling-stone  n. gbɛ ̃̀mbagbɛ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
slip in mud  vt. zãrɛ sɛt́ɛ, see: zãrɛ 
slip on  vi. sata ...-a, see: sata 
slip over  vi. sata 
slippery  adj. zãrɛ 
 adv. yɔ̃̀rɔ 
slippery and thick  adv. yɔ̃̀rɔyɔrɔ, see: 

yɔŕɔyɔrɔ 
slippery and thin  adv. yɔŕɔyɔrɔ 
slippery area  n. guzãrɛ, see: gu 
slippery ball  n. bìribiri2 
slippery (become)  vt. zãrɛ kũ, see: zãrɛ 
slope (hill)  n. gɛrɛ (2) 

 n. pɔtɛ (1) 
slow  adv. tɛɛnɛ(tɛɛnɛ) 
slow to recover (be)  vi. mɛ ̃̀ ... fɛ,̃ see: 

mɛ ̃̀ 
slowly  adv. busɛbusɛ, see: busɛ 
 adv. kɔkɔkɔ 
sluggish person  n. mɛ ̃̀yĩdade, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
sluggishness  n. mɛ ̃̀kpɛtɛ, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
 n. mɛ ̃̀yĩda, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
slumped position  adv. yɔ̃̀kɔɔ 
smack  vt. ɔla kɛ ...-nɛ, see: ɔ 
small  adj. fíti 
small and light  adv. fakutu 
small and round  adv. sɛrɛrɛ 
small antelope  n. gã1 
small brown jumping frog  n. zonta 
small bush species  n. fáku 
 n. fákuda, see: fáku 
small child  n. nɛf́itinna, see: nɛ ́
small cockroach  n. susukɛrɛtuitui, 

see: susukɛre 
 n. úki'ukinle 
small container  n. bata2 
small facial markings  n. kpéle 
small fishing net  n. kãmantaru 
small fly  n. ulivauvau 
small grey beetle that catches ants in 

hole  n. kpogɔñɔ 
small guitar  n. gurumi 
small hole  adv. ferere 
small jar  n. lonna, see: lo2 
small knife  n. zàfɛñɛ, see: zà2 
small money  n. ɔgɔkete, see: ɔgɔ 
small mushroom  n. yàra 
small piece of  adj. kete 
small red mouse  n. ɛñɛbɛtɛ, see: ɛñɛ 
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small red scorpion  n. Fulaninɔ fí, see: 
Fulani 

small thing  n. yabirinna 
small tree species  n. kãni2 
smallish  padj. fítinle, see: fíti 
 padj. utiinle, see: utii 
smallpox  n. kígyã, see: kí 
smash up (car)  vt. fɛ ̃kpá, see: fɛ ̃
smell  n. gbĩ1 
 vt. gbĩ kpá, see: gbĩ1 
smile  n. yá3 
 vt. yá kpãni dɔ, see: yá3 
 vt. yá mùsɛ kpá, see: yá3 
smoke  n. tɛśukpɛ, see: tɛ3́ 
 n. túsukpɛ 
 vt. kpá tɛĺa, see: kpá 
smoke cigarette  vt. taba mi, see: taba 
smoky  aadj. tɛśukpɛde, see: tɛ3́ 
 aadj. túsukpɛde, see: túsukpɛ 
smooth  adv. pɔŕɔpɔrɔ 
 adv. yɔ̃̀rɔ 
 vt. lɔĺɔ (2), see: lɔ ́
smooth talk  n. yãdɔ,̃ see: yã1 
smouldering  n. yã̃̀ɛɛnle 
snail  n. kɔntɔ 
snake  n. mlã̃̀ 
snarl  n. hũ̃̀u 
snarl (at)  vt. hũ̃̀u kɛ (...-a), see: hũ̃̀u 
sneeze  vt. yĩsã, see: yĩ2 
sniff  vt. gbĩ sɛśɛ, see: gbĩ1 
sniff tobacco  vt. taba ká, see: taba 
snore  n. ikɔñɔ ga, see: i2 
snort  vt. pɔ ́bo ... yĩn, see: pɔ ́
snot  n. kyã̃̀kokũ, see: kyã̃̀ 
snub  vt. gya bo 
snuffer  n. tɛd́ɛbɔ, see: tɛ3́ 
so  c. ase 

 c. kase 
so that  c. de2 (1) 
soak  vt. í dɛ, see: í 
soaked (be)  vi. yaku 
so-and-so  pr. wãanɛ 
soap  n. mɔsɔnɔ 
soap container  n. gbáko 
soar  vi. yàa kɛ 
sock  n. gbásɔ, see: gbá 
 n. sɔ̃̀ (2), see: sɔ 
sodden (ground near spring)  adv. 

swã̃̀swɛ ̃(2) 
soft  adj. busɛ 
 adv. bɛt́ɛbɛtɛ 
 adv. múkumuku 
soft corn  n. kɔ̃̀kɔkpãni, see: kɔ̃̀kɔ 
soft (ground)  adv. pɛ ̃̀tɛpɛtɛ 
soften  vt. toto 
softly  adv. busɛbusɛ, see: busɛ 
softness (quality)  n. busɛkɛ, see: busɛ 
soil  n. bùsu 
sojourn  n. bòasukɛ, see: bo2 
sojourner  n. bòasu, see: bo2 
soldier  n. soza 
solemn pronouncement (make)  vt. lɛ ́kɛ 

(2), see: lɛ1́ 
solicit  vt. kútɛ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: kútɛ 
solid (food)  aadj. lomade, see: loma 
solid ground  n. zĩtɛ gbãna, see: zĩtɛ 
Solomon  sn. Sulemanu 
some  sadj. kenɔ, see: ke2 
some time ago  adv. zĩna 
someone  sn. gbɛk̃e, see: gbɛ2̃ 
something  n. yãke, see: yã1 
 sn. pɔḱe, see: pɔ ́
sometimes  adv. zĩkenɔ, see: zĩ4 
somewhere  adv. gukea, see: gu 
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son  n. nɛǵɔg̃bɛ ̃(2), see: nɛ ́
song  n. lɛ ̃̀1 
song composer  n. lɛ ̃̀dari, see: lɛ ̃̀1 
soon  adv. tera 
soot  n. gbãsĩ1 
sorcerer  n. ɛzɛde, see: ɛzɛ 
 n. gbɛk̃ɔɔtɛkɛri, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 n. pɔd́ammari, see: pɔ ́
sorcery  n. ɛzɛdekɛ, see: ɛzɛ 
 n. pɔd́amma, see: pɔ ́
sorcery (do)  vt. kɔɔtɛ kɛ, see: kɔɔtɛ 
sorcery sickness of legs  n. kɔɔtɛgyã, see: 

kɔɔtɛ 
sore  n. bɔ̃̀ 
sore in armpit  n. dɔn'ɔru, see: dɔ2 
sore in groin  n. gbádawisi, see: gbá 
sorghum  n. ése 
sorghum chaff  n. ésemisira, see: ése 
Sorko  sn. Sɔrɔkɔ 
sort  n. buri 
 n. taka 
 vt. plɛ1 
sort shea nuts  vt. kùwɛ plɛplɛ, see: kù2 
sound  n. ɔ1́ 
 vi. dɔ2 (1) 
sound cry of war  n. kukukuku kɛ 
sound of harp  n. mɔrɔ'ũ, see: mɔrɔ1 
sound teaching  n. yãzɛdedannɛna, see: 

yã1 
soup  n. dò 
soup pot  n. dò'oro, see: dò 
soup spice  n. dòla, see: dò 
sour  adj. kpã̃̀kpã 
 vi. fɔ 
source of strength  n. gbãnaleki, see: 

gbãna 
south  n. gɛ ̃̀nɔmidɔki, see: gɛ ̃̀ 

souvenir  n. dɔngupɔ, see: dɔ2 
sovereign  n. kpatade (1), see: kpata1 
sow  vt. pɔ ́tɔ,̃ see: pɔ ́
 vt. tɔ2̃ 
 vt. tɔt̃ɔ,̃ see: tɔ2̃ 
sower  n. pɔt́ɔr̃i, see: pɔ ́
sower (by scattering)  n. pɔẃɛfãri, see: 

pɔ ́
sowing time  n. pɔt́ɔg̃ɔrɔ, see: pɔ ́
space  n. dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛporoki, see: 

dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛ 
 n. gã̃̀poroki, see: gã̃̀1 
 n. sarapura 
space between rock  n. gbɛ ̃̀dagura, see: 

gbɛ ̃̀ 
space (personal)  n. mɛ ̃̀poroki, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
Spain  sn. Sapaini 
span  n. ɔtã, see: ɔ 
spark  vi. tɛ ́... pũtã, see: tɛ3́ 
sparkling  adv. pɛŕɛpɛrɛ 
sparrow  n. bãntoro, see: bã 
sparse  adv. kpára 
sparsely seeded  adj. katonkaton 
 adv. katonkaton 
 adv. kɔgɔkɔgɔ 
 adv. wotowoto 
spatula  n. plɛ2 (1) 
speak  vt. o1 
 vt. yã o, see: yã1 
speak coarsely  vt. yã pãpã o, see: yã1 
speak for  vt. lɛǵbɛ kpá, see: lɛ1́ 
speak haltingly  adv. kpàrukparu 
speak in tongues  vt. yãkeburi o, see: 

yã1 
speak perversity  vt. yãlɛkpɛrɛ o, see: 

yã1 
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speak pleasantly to  vt. yã nna o ...-nɛ, 
see: yã1 

speak seductively  vt. yã nnanna o ...-
nɛ, see: yã1 

speak the truth  vt. yãpura o, see: yã1 
speak to  vt. o ...-nɛ, see: o1 
speaker  n. òri, see: o1 
 n. yã'ori, see: yã1 
speaker of evil  n. yãvãni'ori, see: yã1 
speaker of justice  n. yãzɛde'ori, see: yã1 
spear  n. sári 
spearman  n. sáride, see: sári 
species  n. buri 
 n. taka 
species of long grass  n. kàpapu, see: 

kàpa 
specific noun plural marker  part. -nɔ, 

see: -nɔ 
speck of grass  n. sã̃̀buru, see: sã̃̀ 
speckled pigeon  n. potɛñɛkpakpa, 

see: potɛñɛ 
speech  n. yã'o(na), see: yã1 
spend money  vt. ɔgɔ dɛ/ble, see: ɔgɔ 
spend time  vt. gɔrɔ dɛ, see: gɔrɔ 
spend time (with)  vt. gɔrɔ pla kɛ (...-o), 

see: gɔrɔ 
spend years somewhere  vt. wã̃̀ kɛ, see: 

wã̃̀ 
sphere of authority  n. ikokɛki, see: iko 
spherical  padj. búkutunle, see: búkutu 
spice mortar  n. yũkuzɔg̃o, see: yũku 
spice species  n. dòsira, see: dò 
 n. dòwisi, see: dò 
 n. tɔkɔtɛdo, see: tɔkɔtɛ 
 n. tɔkɔtɛbakpa, see: tɔkɔtɛ 
spiced meal ball  n. wísi 
spider  n. dã̃̀mboro 

spider cacoon  n. dã̃̀mboro kpɛ,́ see: 
dã̃̀mboro 

spider web  n. dã̃̀mboro sà, see: 
dã̃̀mboro 

spider's thread  n. dã̃̀mboro bà, see: 
dã̃̀mboro 

spike  n. kúra (2) 
spiky  adv. kàtikati 
spill  vi. kɔt́ɛ 
spin around  vi. likalika, see: lika1 
 vt. babatutu kɛ, see: 

babatutu 
spin between hands  vt. sukuru pá (2) 
spin cotton  vt. buu tã, see: buu1 
spin top  vt. kɔntɔ pá, see: kɔntɔ 
spinach  n. ɛfɔ 
 n. gbɔ̃̃̀kɛpuru, see: gbɔ̃̃̀ 
spinal column  n. wówa, see: wó1 
spinal joint  n. wópɛki, see: wó1 
spindle  n. buukapa, see: buu1 
 n. kɛkɛ (2) 
spinning  n. babatutu 
spirit  n. gogoro 
 n. nini (2) 
 n. zĩni2 
spirit coming on person for the first time 

vt. tãna ... di ...-nɛ, see: tãna 
spirit house  n. tãnakpɛ, see: tãna 
spirit (human)  n. nini gbãna, see: nini 
spirit manifesting on person  vt. tãna ... 

dɛdɛ ...-nɛ, see: tãna 
spirit of dead person  n. gyãwãnde, see: 

gyãwãn 
spiritless  aadj. ninisari, see: nini 
spirit-possessed person  n. tãnade, see: 

tãna 
spiritual state  n. ninikɛ, see: nini 
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spit  n. lɛ'́i (1), see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛ'́i tɔ,̃ see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛ'́i zu, see: lɛ1́ 
spit in stream  vt. lɛ'́i fã, see: lɛ1́ 
spit on  vt. lɛ'́í su ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
spit out  vt. lɛ'́i kɔt́ɛ (...-a), see: lɛ1́ 
spit rain  vi. legũ ... tɔt̃ɔ,̃ see: legũ 
splash  adv. bùdum 
spleen  n. labasi, see: laba1 
splendour  n. gakuri 
split  n. gusɔkɔ, see: gu 
 vi. para3 
 vt. para3 
split apart  vi. parakɔr̃ɛ, see: para3 
split many  vt. parapara, see: para3 
spoil  vi. yaka 
 vt. gu dɛ, see: gu 
 vt. gudɛ kɛ, see: gu 
 vt. yàku kpá 
spoil a child  vt. zãzã kũ, see: zã ...-a 
spoiled  adj. vãni 
spoils of war  n. zi ̃̃̀'are, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
spoilt  aadj. zãzãde, see: zã ...-a 
 aadj. zãzãna, see: zã ...-a 
spoke  n. mɔ̃̀terere, see: mɔ̃̀ 
spokesman  n. lɛǵbɛkpari, see: lɛ1́ 
sponge  n. sako 
spoon  n. síbi 
spots  n. sãa 
spotted  adj. bakibaki 
 adj. totontoton 
spotted mouse  n. ɛñɛsãade, see: ɛñɛ 
sprawled out  adv. plɛ ̃̀kɛtɛkɛ 
spread  vt. kpátɛ 
 vt. ɔ tá, see: ɔ 
spread abroad  vi. dagula, see: da2 
spread net  vt. bà kpákpa, see: bà2 

spread smell around  vt. gbĩ dagura, see: 
gbĩ1 

spreading (tree)  adj. yɛ ̃̀rɛrɛ 
Spring  n. kábura, see: ká1 
spring  n. ísɛb̃oki, see: í 
spring water  n. ísɛ,̃ see: í 
Springtime  n. káburagɔrɔ, see: ká1 
springtime  n. sã̃̀tãgɔrɔ, see: sã̃̀ 
sprinkle  vt. fãkɛ 
sprinkle blood  vt. aru kɔt́ɛ, see: aru 
sprinkle rain  vi. legũ ... fãkɛ, see: legũ 
sprout  vi. butɛ 
 vt. bɔ̃̀tɔ pá, see: bɔ̃̀tɔ 
sprout hair/grass  vt. kùse kpátɛ 
sprout leaves  vt. lá kpá, see: lá 
spur  n. gése 
spurred  aadj. gésede, see: gése 
sputum  n. kàkũ 
spy  n. asirigwari, see: asiri 
 n. gu'asirigwari, see: gu 
 n. zãmbade, see: zãmba 
square  n. batu 
squash species  n. gãmbi 
squeeze  vt. fɛ ̃
squelch  adv. yã̃̀mayãma 
stable  n. sɔỹĩki, see: sɔ3̃ 
stack  vt. di(di)kɔã, see: di 
staff  n. gò 
 n. gò térere, see: gò 
staff (Fulani)  n. lítere, see: lí1 
stagger  vt. tàtantatan kɛ 
staggering  adv. dàngodango 
stake  n. kɔśɔ 
 n. túka 
stalk  vt. dàsɔrɔ da ...-i 
stalk from soup leaves  n. dòlali, see: 

dò 
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stamp  n. sèedakɛbɔ, see: sèeda 
 n. tambari 
stamp foot  vt. gbá pãtɛ, see: gbá 
stance  n. daki, see: da2 
stand  n. dibɔ, see: di 
 vi. zɛ (1) 
stand at entrance of  vi. zɛ ...-lɛ, see: zɛ 
stand over  vi. zɛ ...-la, see: zɛ 
stand up  vi. futɛ zɛ, see: futɛ 
standing  adv. zɛ(zɛ)na, see: zɛ 
standing place  n. gbápɛtɛki, see: gbá 
star  n. susunɛ 
stare  vt. biribiri, see: biri2 
 vt. wɛ ́biri, see: wɛ ́
stare at  vt. wɛ ́pɛ ́...-a, see: wɛ ́
stare at severely  vt. wɛ ́piti ...-a, see: 

wɛ ́
stare (eye)  vt. biri2 
starer  n. wɛṕitiri, see: wɛ ́
starling  n. yũkubã, see: yũku 
start  n. naana, see: na 
 vi. gbãtɛ 
 vt. ɔ kpá ...-a (1), see: ɔ 
start doing again  vi. sí ...-o, see: sí 
start fight  vt. fìti da, see: fìti 
start of preparation  n. sorumi, see: 

soru 
starting time  n. naanagɔrɔ, see: na 
startled  adv. gìri 
state  n. gwena 
 n. kunna, see: kú 
state of being a Christian  n. Yesudekɛ, 

see: Yesu 
state of old age  n. zĩkũkɛ, see: zĩ3 
stay  vi. gɔ2̃ 
stay alert  vt. itɛ ̃kɛ, see: i2 
stay with  vi. kipa (2) 

stay with someone  vi. kipa ...-a, see: 
kipa 

steal (from)  vt. kpãni o (...-a), see: 
kpãni 

stealthily  adv. kpãni 
 adv. kpãnikpãni, see: kpãni 
 adv. terereterere, see: terere 
steel  n. mɔ̃̀pu, see: mɔ̃̀ 
steep bank  n. si ̃̃̀sĩgororo, see: si ̃̃̀sĩ 
steer  n. zùsanɛ bɔ̃̀rɔ, see: zù 
 vt. fĩ 
steer boat  vt. gó fĩ, see: gó 
steering pole  n. gókãna, see: gó 
steering wheel  n. fĩbɔ, see: fĩ 
step  n. didiki, see: didi (...-a) 
 n. gbápɛki, see: gbá 
step cut in well or tree  n. gbápɛki, see: 

gbá 
step in well  n. karo1 (2) 
step on heels  vt. gɛ ̃̀sɛtuki ble, see: 

gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
stern (boat)  pp. zirɛ 
stern faced (person)  n/aadj. ãmpãsĩde, 

see: ãn 
stern person  n. wɛǵbãnade, see: wɛ ́
sternness  n. wɛǵbãna, see: wɛ ́
sternum  n. swã̃̀ka, see: swã̃̀ 
steward  n. bɛgwari, see: bɛ1 
stick  n. gò 
stick to  vt. na ...-a, see: na 
stick together  vi. nakɔã, see: na 
stiff and straight  adj. térere 
stiffen  vi. gbãgbã 
still to come  adv. kpɛ2́ 
stimulated (be)  vi. mɛ ̃̀ ... futɛ, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
sting  vt. pá1 
 vt. pápa, see: pá1 
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stinginess  n. bĩni2 
stinging  aadj. ũkãde, see: ũkã 
stingy (be)  vt. bĩni kɛ, see: bĩni2 
stink-bug  n. kɔnkɔse 
stir  vt. lika1 
stir fire  vt. tɛ ́vu, see: tɛ3́ 
stir someone up  vt. nɛ ̃̀sɛ vutɛ, see: 

nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
stirrer  n. buruka 
 n. súsu 
stirrup  n. kimɔ 
stocky  adv. kɛḱɛkɛkɛ 
stomach  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
stone  n. gbɛ ̃̀ (1) 
 vt. pápa kũ gbɛ ̃̀ɛo, see: pá1 
stone idol  n. tãnagbe, see: tãna 
stone monument  n. gbɛ ̃̀pɛtɛ, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
stone pillar  n. gbɛ ̃̀gba, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
stone thrower  n. gbɛ ̃̀zuri, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
stone trap  n. gbɛ ̃̀saa, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
stonemason  n. gbɛ ̃̀'ari, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
stool  n. gbà (1) 
stop  vi. zɛ (2) 
stop it  vt. sùru kɛ, see: sùru 
stop often  vi. zɛzɛ (1), see: zɛ 
stop raining  vi. legũ ... kɛ,̃ see: legũ 
 vi. legũ ... were, see: legũ 
stop up  vt. káka, see: ká1 
stop work  vt. kámma bo, see: kámma 
store wealth  vt. aruzɛkɛ kátɛ, see: 

aruzɛkɛ 
storehouse  n. aruzɛkɛkatɛki, see: 

aruzɛkɛ 
 n. pɔḱatɛki, see: pɔ ́
storeroom  n. kákaki, see: ká1 
 n. kátɛki, see: ká1 
 n. laasi (2) 

stork  n. zùbaana, see: zù 
storm  n. zàga 
storm wind  n. zàga'ĩa, see: zàga 
story  n. gara 
 n. yã1 (3) 
storyteller  n. garadari, see: gara 
straddle  vt. atãa bo 
straight  adj. súsu (1) 
straight ahead  adv. tururu 
straight away  adv. gɔ̃̃̀nɔgɔñɔ, see: 

gɔ̃̃̀nɔ 
straight pole  n. súsu 
straighten wall  vt. gbi ̃̃̀ dɔdɔ, see: gbi ̃̃̀1 
straightforward (be)  vt. dɔ̃̀rɔ kɛ, see: 

dɔ̃̀rɔ 
straightforward person  n. dɔ̃̀rɔde, see: 

dɔ̃̀rɔ 
strain  vt. kɔ̃̀kɔsɔ kɛ, see: kɔ̃̀kɔsɔ 
strainer  n. kɔ̃̀kɔsɔ 
strand of rope  n. bànɛndo (1), see: bà2 
strange  adj. zi ̃̃̀tɔ 
stranger  n. nibɔ 
strangle  vt. ɔ pɛt́ɛ ...-a, see: ɔ 
strategy  n. gbá (2) 
straw  n. kàpa 
 n. sã̃̀buru, see: sã̃̀ 
straw for clay  n. busã 
straw hat  n. letã1 
stream  n. ízɛ (1), see: í 
 n. swa1 
street  n. zɛḱparɛ, see: zɛ ́
strength  n. gbãna 
strength of spirit  n. kãgbãnakɛ, see: 

kã2 
strengthen  vt. gbãna kpá ...(-a), see: 

gbãna 
stretch  vi. gákɔã, see: gá 
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stretch (hand)  vt. nɔnɔ 
stretch hand to  vi. nɔnɔ ...-i, see: nɔnɔ 
stretch out hand  vt. ɔ dɔ ...-i, see: ɔ 
stretched out  adv. sɔ̃̀rɔrɔ, see: sɔrɔrɔ 
stretcher  n. gyãresɛbɔ, see: gyã 
strict refusal  adv. fĩafĩa 
strike  cn. lɛ2́ 
 vi. lɛ2́ 
 vt. lɛ2́ 
strike down many  vt. pãtɛpãtɛ, see: pãtɛ 
strike on (lightning)  vi. sura ... pɛt́ɛ ...-

a, see: sura 
string  n. bà2 
strip grass stem of its leaves  n. sara bo 
strip off  vt. woro 
striped  adv. gaaga 
striped shirt  n. gã̃̀si'uta 
stroll  vi. kure 
 vi. tɛt́ɛ, see: tɛ1́ 
stroller  n. kureri, see: kure 
strong adult woman  n. nɛńɔgbɛ ̃(3), 

see: nɛ ́
strong assent  adv. dékũdekũ, see: 

dékũ 
strong man  n. gbãnade, see: gbãna 
 n. gɔs̃a, see: gɔ1̃ 
 n. nɛǵɔg̃bɛ ̃(3), see: nɛ ́
strong spirit  n. kã2 (2) 
strong spirited  n. kãgbãnade, see: kã2 
stronghold  n. zɛki gbãna, see: zɛ 
strongly  adv. gbãna 
 adv. gbãngbãn 
struggle  n. ɔsi 
 vt. ɔsi ká, see: ɔsi 
stubborn person  n. gbĩnide, see: gbĩni 
 n. sãgbãnade, see: sã2 
 n. sãyãmarisaride, see: sã2 

stubbornness  n. sãgbãna, see: sã2 
 n. sãgbãnakɛ, see: sã2 
stuck closed (eye)  vi. na 
student  n. yãdadari, see: yã1 
study  n. kyó (1) 
 vt. kpátɛ kɛ ...-i, see: kpátɛ 
 vt. wàari pá 
stumble  vi. kpágula, see: kpá 
 vt. gã̃̀ sí 
stumbling block  n. gã̃̀siki, see: gã̃̀ sí 
stump  n. límukutu, see: lí1 
 n. mì'oro, see: mì 
 n. mukutu 
stunned  adv. sùum 
stupefy  vt. iwɛza da ...-nɛ, see: i2 
stupidity  n. fayasarikɛna, see: faya 
 n. mìsarikɛ, see: mì 
 n. swakũkɛ, see: swakũ 
 n. yãfaasari, see: yã1 
stupor  n. iwɛza, see: i2 
stupor from beer  n. wɛ'̃i, see: wɛ1̃ 
stutter  vt. bebe ká, see: bebe 
stutterer  n. bebekari, see: bebe 
stuttering  n. bebe 
stye  n. zã̃̀gwa, see: zã̃̀ 
Subject emphasis marker  part. mɛ ́
submit to  vi. natɛ ...-nɛ, see: na 
 vt. mì natɛ ...-nɛ, see: mì 
subordinate chief  n. sakpa 
subside on  vi. were ...-a, see: were 
substance  n. kɛbɔ, see: kɛ 
suburb  n. fárandi 
succeed  vt. gɛñɛ ble, see: gɛñɛ 
success  exc. nasara 
 n. sa'a 
successful person  n. sa'akɛri, see: sa'a 
successor  n. gɛñɛ 
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suck  vt. mi 
 vt. mɔsɔ 
suck (breast, mango, bone)  vt. fɛf̃ɛ,̃ 

see: fɛ ̃
suckling  n. yɔm̃iri, see: yɔ1̃ 
suddenly  adv. bùi 
 adv. bùrum 
 adv. kãnto 
 adv. kpã̃̀m 
 adv. kyáu 
sue  vt. káara kɛ, see: káara 
suffer  vt. takasi kɛ, see: takasi 
 vt. wari kɛ, see: wari 
suffer consequences  vt. gbɛ ̃̀ le, see: gbɛ ̃̀ 
suffer pain  vt. ũmanna kɛ, see: ũ1 
suffering  n. wari 
suffering from oedema  n. kákagyãkɛri, 

see: ká1 
sufficient  adv. mɔkɔãna, see: mɔ1́ 
 vi. mɔ ́...-a, see: mɔ1́ 
sugar  n. suga 
sugar cane  n. areke 
sulphur  n. ifãntɛg̃bɔ,̃ see: ifã 
summer  n. guwãnagɔrɔ, see: gu 
summit  n. lo1 
sun  n. ifã 
 n. ifãntɛ ̃(1), see: ifã 
sun squirrel  n. kakare límusu, see: 

kakare 
sunbird  n. lávu'imibã, see: lá 
Sunday  n. azumanɛnna, see: azuma 
sunrise  n. ifãntɛb̃ona, see: ifã 
superiority  n. denla, see: de3 
supervisor  n. zĩgwari, see: zĩ2 
support  vi. zɛ ... kpɛ, see: zɛ 
 vt. gbãna kpá ...-i, see: 

gbãna 

supporter  n. zɛkũnwode, see: zɛ 
suppose  c. tóopi, see: tó2 
supposition  n. tãmaa 
suppress  vt. ɔ natɛ ...-a, see: ɔ 
surpass  vi. de ...-la, see: de3 
surprise  n. yãbonsarɛ, see: yã1 
 vi. bo ... sarɛ, see: bo2 
 vt. yãbonsarɛ kɛ, see: yã1 
surprise by deception  vt. zãmba kɛ, 

see: zãmba 
surprise deception  n. zãmba 
surprise unexpectedly  vt. bon'ã kɛ, see: 

bo2 
surprising  aadj. bonsarɛ, see: bo2 
surreptitiously  adv. sɔ̃̀rɔrɔsɔrɔrɔ, see: 

sɔrɔrɔ 
 adv. terereterere, see: terere 
surround  vi. kakara ...-i, see: ká1 
 vi. kátɛ ...-i, see: ká1 
 vt. dadangura kɛ, see: 

dadangura 
suspect  vt. tãmaa da/kɛ/vĩ, see: 

tãmaa 
swallow  n. ludakibɛbã, see: Luda 
 vt. mɔ2́ 
swallow many  vt. mɔḿɔ, see: mɔ2́ 
swallow whole  vi. mɔ ́ĩni/bùnu, see: 

mɔ2́ 
swamp  n. dã̃̀dã 
swamp palm  n. gára1 (1) 
swarming  adv. nɔ̃̀linɔli 
Swashi  sn. Swasi, see: swa1 
sway  vi. yĩgã 
swear  vt. la da ...-nɛ 
swear by  vt. yã sí kũ ...-o, see: yã1 
swear to someone by vt. sí ...-nɛ ...-o, 

see: sí 
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sweat  n. ísimma, see: í 
 vt. í si ...-a, see: í 
sweat-bee  n. bɔzɔ 
sweep  vt. wara 
sweet  aadj. zɔd́e, see: zɔ ́
 adj. nna 
 n. suwiti 
sweet potato  n. kukundukuu 
sweet rice flour  n. nakia 
sweet smelling  aadj. gbĩnnade, see: 

gbĩ1 
sweet talk  n. lɛńna, see: lɛ1́ 
swell  vi. ká1 (2) 
 vi. káka, see: ká1 
 vi. sɛ1́ 
swell up  vi. sɛśɛ, see: sɛ1́ 
swelling  n. mɛ ̃̀kakagyã, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
swelling up  adv. fùuu 
swift (bird species)  n. bɛtɛkurɛ 
swift runner  n. bànnade, see: bà3 
swim  vt. í kpá (1), see: í 

swimmer  n. íkpari, see: í 
swimming place  n. íkpaki, see: í 
swindle  n. bìribiri1 
 n. dibidibi 
 vt. bìribiri kɛ, see: bìribiri1 
 vt. dibidibi kɛ, see: dibidibi 
swindler  n. bìribiride, see: bìribiri1 
 n. dibidibikɛri, see: dibidibi 
swing  vt. zã̃̀ngara zu 
swollen gland  n. bɔ̃̀nini, see: bɔ̃̀ 
swollen spleen  n. karo1 (3) 
 n. sɔtɔgbɛra, see: sɔtɔ1 
swoop on  vt. kúru o/kɛ 
sword  n. fɛñɛda, see: fɛñɛ 
swordsman  n. fɛñɛdade, see: fɛñɛ 
sympathize with  vt. wɛñda dɔ ̃...-nɛ, 

see: wɛñda 
syphilis  n. fɔ̃̀tɔ 
Syria  sn. Siria 
 sn. Siria 

T  -  t 
 
table  n. teburu 
taboo  n. tã̃̀, see: tɛ ̃
 n. tã̃̀pɔ, see: tɛ ̃
taboo (do)  vt. tã̃̀ kɛ, see: tɛ ̃
tadpole  n. gbɔd̃ɔsiɔ 
tail  n. vlã 
tail feathers  n. vlãtãa, see: vlã 
tailor  n. pɔńabiri, see: pɔ ́
 n. teela 
tailor shirt  vt. uta zɔ,̃ see: uta 
take  vt. sɛ1́ 

take care of  vt. laakari dɔ ...-a, see: 
laakari 

 vt. laakari kɛ ...-a, see: 
laakari 

take character of  vt. dà sɛt́ɛ, see: dà 
take from  vt. sɛt́ɛ ...-a, see: sɛ1́ 
 vt. sí ...-a, see: sí 
take life  vt. wã̃̀ndi bo, see: wã̃̀ndi 
take oath  vt. lɛ ́kɛ (2), see: lɛ1́ 
take off running  vi. wí kũ bàao, see: 

wí 
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take off shoes  vt. kyate bobo, see: 
kyate 

take out  vt. bo2 
 vt. bobo, see: bo2 
take refuge in  vi. na ... kpɛ, see: na 
take root  vt. zĩni pɛt́ɛ, see: zĩni1 
take share  vt. baka sí, see: baka2 
take share out  vt. baka bɔ, see: baka2 
take snap of  vt. foto sɛ,́ see: foto 
take some  vt. dã2 
take some food  vt. pɔb́le lí, see: pɔ ́
take step  vt. gɛ ̃̀sɛ sɛ,́ see: gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
take to court  vt. da yãkpatɛn, see: da2 
take up load  vt. aso sɛ,́ see: aso 
take your right  vt. zɛ ́sɛt́ɛ, see: zɛ ́
taking small steps  adv. mɛtɛɛmɛtɛɛ 
talc  n. atiki 
tale  n. gara 
talisman  n. ɛzɛba, see: ɛzɛ 
talk  vt. fàai bo, see: fàai 
talk a lot  vt. yã bɔtɛ, see: yã1 
talk behind a person's back  vt. gbɛ ̃pi, 

see: gbɛ2̃ 
talk nonsense  vt. yã pã o, see: yã1 
 vt. yã ya, see: yã1 
talkativeness n. yãbɔtɛ, see: yã1 
talker  n. yã'ori, see: yã1 
Tamanai  sn. Tamanai 
tambourine  n. sɛg̃ɛs̃ɛg̃ɛ,̃ see: sã̃̀gɛ ̃
tambourine player  n. sɛg̃ɛs̃ɛg̃ɛp̃ari, 

see: sã̃̀gɛ ̃
tame  vt. dato 
 vt. tùtu kɛ 
tangled  padj. kakũnna, see: ká1 
 vi. kakũn, see: ká1 
tapping in mortar  adv. gbò gbò 
taproot  n. zĩnipɛtɛ, see: zĩni1 

taro  n. vɔ 
tassel  n. bùsubusu 
taste  n. í (3) 
 vt. i kɛ, see: í 
 vt. lɛ ́kɛ (1), see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛ ́zɔ ̃...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
taste for meat  n. nɔ̃̀bɔlou, see: nɔ̃̀bɔ 
tasteless  aadj. nnasari, see: nna 
taunt  vt. yã zɔ ̃...-nɛ, see: yã1 
tax-collector  n. bɛ'ɔgɔsiri, see: bɛ1 
 n. ɔgɔsiri, see: ɔgɔ 
 n. táfesiri, see: táfe 
TB  n. fuka (2) 
TB patient  n. fukade, see: fuka 
teach  vt. da ...-nɛ, see: da2 
 vt. dada ...-nɛ, see: dada 
 vt. yã da ...-nɛ, see: yã1 
teach wisdom  vt. ɔñdɔ ̃da ...-nɛ, see: 

ɔñdɔ ̃
teacher  n. dannɛri, see: da2 
 n. yãdannɛde, see: yã1 
 n. yãdannɛri, see: yã1 
teacher of the law  n. dokadannɛri, see: 

doka 
teaching  n. yãdannɛna, see: yã1 
team  n. gã̃̀1 (3) 
tear  n. fɔña, see: fɔ3̃ 
 n. wɛ'́i, see: wɛ ́
 vi. kɛ2̃ 
 vt. kãsã 
 vt. kɛ2̃ 
tear apart  vt. kɛk̃ɛk̃ɔr̃ɛ, see: kɛ2̃ 
tear to pieces  vt. kãsãkãsã, see: kãsã 
 vt. taritari 
tear up  vt. kɛk̃ɛ,̃ see: kɛ2̃ 
tears  n. wɛt́ɛ,̃ see: wɛ ́
tease  vt. taki kɛ, see: taki 
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tease hair  vt. kã futɛ (1), see: kã2 
 vt. mì sɛśɛ, see: mì 
teasing  n. taki 
teasing comb  n. mìsɛsɛbɔ, see: mì 
teat  n. yɔl̃ɛ, see: yɔ1̃ 
technique  n. gbá (2) 
telescope  n. tàasikabɔ, see: tàasi 
tell lie  vt. ɛḱɛ to, see: ɛḱɛ 
 vt. to 
tell on  vt. kɔrɔmɔtɔ kɛ, see: 

kɔrɔmɔtɔ 
tell proverb  vt. yáasi kɛ, see: yáasi 
tell story  vt. gara da, see: gara 
telltale  n. kɔrɔmɔtɔde, see: kɔrɔmɔtɔ 
temple  n. sãgɛĩ, see: sã2 
tempt  vt. yɔ ̃... gwa, see: yɔ3̃ 
ten  num. kuri 
tenant  n. arukɛri 
tendon  n. tĩ 
tension drum  n. bata1 
tent  n. bizakuta, see: biza 
 n. kuta 
tenth  aadj. kuride, see: kuri 
term of respect (especially among 

women)  sn. Bɛrɛ 
terminate  vi. lɛ ́zɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
termite  n. blɛ ́
termite queen  n. blɛd́a, see: blɛ ́
terrified (be)  vi. swã̃̀ ... kɛ ̃...-gu, see: 

swã̃̀ 
terror  n. swã̃̀kɛñgu, see: swã̃̀ 
 n. vĩnapɔ, see: vĩna 
test  vi. yɔ ̃...-a, see: yɔ3̃ 
 vt. lɛ ́... gwa, see: lɛ2́ 
 vt. lí zɔ ̃...-a, see: lí1 
 vt. yɔ ̃... gwa, see: yɔ3̃ 

test strength  vt. gbãna lɛ ́gwa, see: 
gbãna 

testament  n. lɛǵbɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
testator  n. lɛǵbɛditɛri, see: lɛ1́ 
testicle  n. sɔtɔnɛ, see: sɔtɔ1 
testify  vt. sèeda kɛ, see: sèeda 
testify to  vt. yãpura kpá ...-a, see: yã1 
testimonial  n. lɛǵbɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
testimony  n. sèeda 
 n. sèedadekɛ, see: sèeda 
testing  n. yɔõgwana, see: yɔ3̃ 
tetanus  n. gìrigyã, see: gìri 
 n. sã̃̀ntɛgyã, see: sã̃̀ 
tether  n. dɔki, see: dɔ2 
thank directly  vt. sáabu kɛ ...-o, see: 

sáabu 
thanks  n. sáabu 
thanks to  pp. gãi 
 pp. sabai 
that  aadj. dire 
that (Complementiser)  c. kũ1 (2) 
that (known)  sadj. direkũ, see: dire 
that one  pr. adire 
that one (known)  pr. adirekũ, see: 

adire 
that one yonder  pr. azãdire 
that one yonder (that we both know 

about)  pr. azãdirekũ, see: 
azãdire 

that (Relative pronoun)  pr. kũ2 
that side of  pp. bara dire, see: bara 
that very one  pr. adireki, see: adire 
that very one yonder  pr. azãdireki, see: 

azãdire 
the  sadj. kũ̃̀2 
their  pr. ń1 (2) 
them  pr. mÆpinɔ 
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 pr. ń1 (1) 
then  c. akũ 
then (future)  c. gbasa 
then he/she will  pr. á2 (2) 
then I will  pr. má2 (2) 
then we will  pr. ó (4) 
then you will (Pl.)  pr. á1 (4) 
then you will (Sg.)  pr. ń2 (2) 
there  adv. gwe 
these (known)  sadj. díkɔñɔ, see: dí3 
they alone  pr. ńdo, see: ń1 
they always (Habitual)  pr. anɔdìgɔ,̃ see: 

anɔ 
 pr. òdigɔ,̃ see: ò 
they always (Stative)  pr. ògɔ ̃(1), see: 

ò 
they always (Subjunctive)  pr. anɔgɔ,̃ 

see: anɔ 
 pr. ògɔ ̃(2), see: ò 
they (Appositional)  pr. mɔḱɔñɔ 
they are/were  pr. anɔntɛn(i), see: anɔ 
 pr. òtɛn(i), see: ò 
they didn't  pr. anɔndi, see: anɔ 
 pr. odi, see: ò 
they exclusively  pr. ńtɛñɛ, see: ń1 
they (Habitual)  pr. anɔdì, see: anɔ 
 pr. òdi, see: ò 
they must never  pr. òsungɔ ̃...-ro, see: 

ò 
they must not  pr. òsun ...-ro, see: ò 
they (Past)  pr. anɔ (1) 
 pr. ò (3) 
they (Stative)  pr. anɔ (2) 
 pr. anɔn, see: anɔ 
 pr. ò (2) 
they (Subjunctive)  pr. anɔ (3) 
 pr. ò (1) 

they will  pr. anɔni, see: anɔ 
 pr. oni 
they will always  pr. anɔnigɔ,̃ see: anɔ 
 pr. onigɔ,̃ see: oni 
they will be  pr. anɔngɔ,̃ see: anɔ 
thick  adj. gègete 
thicket  n. dàko (1) 
thief  n. kpãni 
thigh  n. gbáda, see: gbá 
thin  adj. lɛɛ 
thin (become)  vi. fɛf̃ɛ,̃ see: fɛ ̃
thin (paper, bread)  adv. fɛŕɛfɛrɛ 
thin (person)  adj. tãnini 
thin porridge  n. kóko 
thing  n. pɔ ́(1) 
thing for saving  n. surababɔ, see: 

sura ba 
think  vi. kpákpa, see: kpá 
think about  vt. laasun lɛ ́...-a, see: 

laasun 
thinker  n. laasunde, see: laasun 
 n. laasunlɛri, see: laasun 
third  aadj. aakɔd̃e, see: aakɔ ̃
 aadj. awɛɛ'aakɔd̃e, see: awɛɛ- 
thirst  n. ími, see: í 
thirsty (be)  vt. ími ... dɛ, see: í 
thirsty person  n. ímidɛri, see: í 
thirteen  num. gɛr̃o plansari, see: gɛr̃o 
 num. kuri awɛɛ'aakɔ,̃ see: 

kuri 
thirteenth  aadj. gɛr̃o plansaride, see: 

gɛr̃o 
 aadj. kuriawɛɛ'aakɔd̃e, see: 

kuri 
thirtieth  aadj. baraakuride, see: 

baraakuri 
thirty  num. baraakuri 
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thirty fifth  aadj. baraakuri 
awɛɛsɔɔrode, see: baraakuri 

thirty first  aadj. baraakuri 
awɛɛdode, see: baraakuri 

thirty fourth  aadj. baraakuri 
awɛɛsiikɔd̃e, see: baraakuri 

thirty second  aadj. baraakuri 
awɛɛplade, see: baraakuri 

thirty seventh  adj. baraakuri 
awɛɛsupplade, see: 
baraakuri 

thirty sixth  aadj. baraakuri 
awɛɛsuddode, see: baraakuri 

thirty third  aadj. baraakuri 
awɛɛ'aakɔd̃e, see: baraakuri 

this  aadj. bire 
 aadj. dí3 
this evening  adv. ɔkɔsiala, see: ɔkɔsi 
this here  sadj. díkĩna, see: dí3 
this (known)  sadj. díkũ, see: dí3 
this midday  adv. fãnantɛãla, see: 

fãnantɛ ̃
this morning  adv. kɔnkɔala, see: kɔnkɔ 
this one  pr. adi 
this one (known)  pr. adikũ, see: adi 
this side of  pp. bara la, see: bara 
this (that we know about)  sadj. birekũ, 

see: bire 
this very one  pr. adiki, see: adi 
 pr. adikĩna, see: adi 
this year  adv. wã̃̀nla, see: wã̃̀ 
this/that one (unseen)  pr. abire 
this/that one (unseen but known)  pr. 

abirekũ, see: abire 
this/that very one (unseen)  pr. 

abireki, see: abire 
Thomas  sn. Tomasi 

thorn  n. lɛ ̃̀2 
thornbush  n. buratɛl̃e, see: bura 
 n. lɛ ̃̀2 
thornbush found by river  n. lɛ ̃̀'itɛ, see: 

lɛ ̃̀2 
thornbush species  n. lɛkara, see: lɛ ̃̀2 
 n. lɛ ̃̀pukapu, see: lɛ ̃̀2 
 n. lɛ ̃̀sabo'arukɔkɔ, see: lɛ ̃̀2 
 n. lɛ ̃̀tɛñna, see: lɛ ̃̀2 
thorny  aadj. lɛ ̃̀de, see: lɛ ̃̀2 
those (known)  sadj. direkɔñɔ, see: dire 
thought  n. laasun 
thought dead but alive  n. kpada 
thoughtful  adj. nɛ ̃̀sɛde, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
thoughtless person  n. laasunsaride, 

see: laasun 
thousand  num. dúbu 
 num. wàa sɔɔro, see: wàa 
thread  n. bà2 
 n. buuba, see: buu1 
 n. pɔńabiba, see: pɔ ́
 vt. o'o (2), see: o1 
three  num. aakɔ ̃
thresh  vt. pɔ ́gbɛ,̃ see: pɔ ́
thresh grain  vt. pɔẃɛ gbɛ,̃ see: pɔ ́
thresh guinea-corn  vt. ése gbɛ,̃ see: 

ése 
thresher  n. pɔẃɛgbɛr̃i, see: pɔ ́
threshing floor  n. pɔẃɛgbɛk̃i, see: pɔ ́
threshing place  n/adv. pɔǵbɛk̃i, see: pɔ ́
threshold  n. kpɛĺɛ'ɛ,̃ see: kpɛ1́ 
throat  n. kòto (1) 
throbbing of heart  adv. gbò gbò 
throne  n. kíblegba, see: kí 
throw  vt. zu 
throw away  vt. zukũna, see: zu 
throw down  vt. pãtɛ 
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throw down load  vt. aso wí, see: aso 
throw in a proverb  vt. yáasi zu, see: 

yáasi 
throw many  vt. zuzu, see: zu 
throw stick  vt. gò da, see: gò 
throwing away clothes  n. pɔńɔfãkũa, 

see: pɔ ́
thud  adv. bèn 
thumb  n. ɔnɛmida, see: ɔ 
thunder  n. legũpũtãna, see: legũ 
 n. surapatana, see: sura 
thunder (clap)  vt. sura pata/pũtã, see: 

sura 
thunder (explosive)  vt. legũ pũtã, see: 

legũ 
thunder (rumbling)  vi. legũ ... vĩ, see: 

legũ 
thunder-stone (axe)  n. surakpasa, see: 

sura 
Thursday  n. àlansi 
thus  adv. lɛ 
tick  n. misi 
tickle  vt. yobiri kã 
tie  vt. yĩ3 
tie belt  n. asa dɔ, see: asa2 
tie bow/noose  n. gãmporo kɛ, see: 

gãmporo 
tie cloth or shorts through legs  vt. 

báraza o 
tie loin-cloth  vt. sarara yĩ, see: sarara 
tie on  vt. yĩ ...-a, see: yĩ3 
tie on saddle  vt. gàari yĩ, see: gàari 
tie rope  vt. bà dɔ, see: bà2 
tie together  vt. yĩyĩkɔã, see: yĩ3 
tie up  vt. dɔ ...-a, see: dɔ2 
 vt. dɔkɔr̃ɛ, see: dɔ2 
tie up many  vt. dɔdɔ, see: dɔ2 

 vt. yĩyĩ, see: yĩ3 
tiger fish  n. sakare2 
tight  vi. kã1 
tighten  vt. kã1 
tighten bow  vt. sá kã, see: sá 
till and plant  vt. pakɛ 
time  n. gɔrɔ 
time of birth  n. nɛ'́igɔrɔ, see: nɛ ́
time of bounty  n. nnamagɔrɔ, see: nna 
time of doing  n. kɛgɔrɔ, see: kɛ 
 n. ogɔrɔ, see: o1 
time of ignorance  n. wɛśiragɔrɔ, see: 

wɛ ́
time of sacrifice  n. sa'ogɔrɔ, see: sa 
time of trouble  n. warikɛgɔrɔ, see: wari 
time of youth  n. kɛfɛnnakɛgɔrɔ, see: 

kɛfɛnna 
time to honour  n. kpetagɔrɔ, see: kpe 

bo 
times  n. gã̃̀n 
timid  adj. yĩda (2), see: yĩ1 
timidity  n. busɛkɛna, see: busɛ 
tin  n. konko 
tin guitar  n. gidigbo 
tin of  cn. konko 
tinea  n. sɛŕɛ 
tiny  adj. utii 
 adv. búi 
tiny (thread)  adj. tãnini 
tip (as witness to deal)  n. laada 
tip of nose  n. yĩkɔ, see: yĩ2 
tip over  vt. kpákasia kɛ, see: kpá 
tire  vi. kpasa 
tire of  vi. kpasa ...-o, see: kpasa 
tire someone  vt. kpasa 
tired (be)  vt. i ... dɛdɛ, see: i2 
tithe  n. zaka1 
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title for learned man  sn. Malan 
to  pp. -nɛ 
to (Dative)  pp. -a 
to one side  adv. gukpado, see: gu 
toad  n. kaso1 
toadfish  n. kpombata 
tobacco  n. taba 
today  adv. gbãra 
toe  n. gbánɛ, see: gbá 
toe disease  n. zukpatazɛ,̃ see: zukpata 
to/for him/her  pr. -nɛ 
to/for him/her (Log.)  pr. -arɛ 
to/for me  pr. -mɛnɛ 
to/for them  pr. -ńnɛ 
to/for us  pr. -wɛrɛ 
to/for you (Pl.)  pr. -árɛ 
to/for you (Sg.)  pr. -nnɛ 
together  adv. lɛɛlɛ 
together (do)  vi. kɛ lɛɛlɛ, see: kɛ 
Togo  sn. Togo 
toilet  n. bĩnikpɛkɛki, see: bĩni1 
 n. gbɔ̃̃̀wɛɛ, see: gbɔ̃̃̀ 
 n. sálanga 
tolerance  n. mɛna(na), see: mɛna 
tomato  n. tomato 
tomb  n. mira 
tomorrow  n/adv. zia1 
tongs  n. kpàko 
tongue  n. nɛńɛ 
tongue of fire  n. tɛńɛnɛ, see: tɛ3́ 
tonight  adv. gwãaniala, see: gwã 
tonne  cn. tɔn 
too fast for (be)  vi. wã ...-nɛ, see: wã 
too low  adj. ɛtɛkɛ, see: ɛtɛ1 
tool  n. zĩkɛbɔ, see: zĩ2 
to/on him/her (Log.)  pr. -awa 
to/on him/her/it  pr. -wa 

to/on me  pr. -ma 
to/on them  pr. -mÆma 
to/on us  pr. -wá (1) 
to/on you (Pl. Log.)  pr. -áwa 
to/on you (Sg.)  pr. -mma 
tooth  n. saka3 
toothbrush  n. ara 
top  n. kɔntɔ 
 n. mìsɔñtɛ, see: mì 
 n. musu 
top of raffia palm  n. zàmi, see: zà2 
top up (for)  vt. dira (...-nɛ) 
Topicaliser  part. sɔ2̃ 
Torah  sn. Ataura 
torch  n. toosi 
torment  n. taki 
 vt. taki kɛ, see: taki 
tormentor  n. gbɛ ̃takikɛri, see: gbɛ2̃ 
 n. takikɛri, see: taki 
torn in pieces  adv. yákiyaki 
tortoise  n. kuse 
toss about  vt. zuzu, see: zu 
totally  adv. pínkipinki, see: pínki 
 adv. sãnsãn 
totally blind  adv. dìm 
touch  vt. ɔ kã ...-a, see: ɔ 
tough  adv. yìkoko 
towards  pp. kpa 
towel  n. tawali 
town  n. wɛt̃ɛ 
track  n. turuba 
 vt. gbɛsɛ 
 vt. turuba sɛ/́sɛt́ɛ, see: 

turuba 
track down  vi. lɔɔtɛ ...-i 
tracker  n. gbɛ ̃̀sɛri, see: gbɛsɛ 
trackless  aadj. zɛśaride, see: zɛ ́
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trade  n. laga (1) 
 vt. laga tá (1), see: laga 
trader  n. lagatari, see: laga 
 n. tágɛri, see: tá 
trading (ship)  aadj. lagatabɔ, see: laga 
trading town  n. wã̃̀ngara 
tradition  n. futɛokarayã, see: futɛ 
 n. làada2 
train  n. gó (2) 
train station  n. gózɛki, see: gó 
traitor  n. bonkpɛde, see: bo2 
 n. bùsudɛri, see: bùsu 
 n. gudɛri, see: gu 
 n. zi ̃̃̀bonkpɛde, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
trample  vt. kìti pá 
 vt. sukã 
trample on  vt. gɛ ̃̀sɛ pɛt́ɛ ...-a, see: gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
transfer debt  vt. fĩna káka, see: fĩna 
transform  vi. li 
transgress  vt. tàari kɛ ...-nɛ, see: taari 
transgression  n. taari 
transgressor  n. taaride, see: taari 
 n. taarikɛri, see: taari 
transplant  vt. lí bá, see: lí1 
 vt. pɛ ́(2) 
trap  n. gbàgidi 
 n. mɔ̃̀ (2) 
 n. tankutɛ 
 vt. dagura kɛ, see: dagura 
 vt. kũ3 (1) 
trapper  n. gbàgidikpakpari, see: 

gbàgidi 
travel  vi. gɛ ́wɛt̃ɛa, see: gɛ ́
 vt. táa o, see: tá 
travel bag  n. mìbɔkɔsɔ, see: mì 
travel (commercially)  vt. laga tá (2), 

see: laga 

travel far  vt. gbá bo, see: gbá 
travel long journey  vt. tá gbã̃̀na o, see: 

tá 
traveller  n. táa'ori, see: tá 
 n. wɛt̃ɛgɛɛri, see: wɛt̃ɛ 
 n. zɛśɛri, see: zɛ ́
travelling  adv. wɛt̃ɛa, see: wɛt̃ɛ 
tray  n. tafaranti, see: ta1 
 n. tire 
tread  vt. gbá pɛt́ɛ, see: gbá 
tread mud  vt. bɔkɔtɔ yá, see: bɔkɔtɔ 
 vt. tãnde toto, see: tãnde 
tread on  vt. gɛ ̃̀sɛ pɛt́ɛ ...-a, see: gɛ ̃̀sɛ 
treasure  n. ɔgɔda, see: ɔgɔ 
treasurer  n. ɔgɔ'utɛri, see: ɔgɔ 
treasury  n. aruzɛkɛkatɛki, see: 

aruzɛkɛ 
 n. ɔgɔdaki, see: ɔgɔ 
treat  vt. ɛzɛ kɛ ...-nɛ, see: ɛzɛ 
treat/shame according to character  vt. 

gbɛ ̃bobo a dàn, see: gbɛ2̃ 
tree  n. lí1 (1) 
 n. nɛ ̃̀ 
tree frog  n. kasozari, see: kaso1 
tree hollow  n. lítoko, see: lí1 
tree parasite  n. gbã̃̀bɔ 
tree species  n. aputu 
 n. aputu pura, see: aputu 
 n. aputu sira, see: aputu 
 n. asɛ2̃ 
 n. baani 
 n. bakata 
 n. bɛ ̃̀tɛ 
 n. bísi 
 n. blèngbɔ,̃ see: blè 
 n. bùsunɛ, see: bùsu 
 n. dàko (2) 
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 n. dãa 
 n. fãna 
 n. fɔ̃̃̀fɔ ̃
 n. garakoro 
 n. gãwãtɛ, see: gãwã 
 n. gbãngiri 
 n. gbɛt̃ɛ ̃
 n. gbiri2 
 n. gìra 
 n. gulimma (2), see: gu 
 n. gyãwãnkãni, see: gyãwãn 
 n. kafɔ ̃
 n. kakoro 
 n. kiri 
 n. kɔ 
 n. kpã̃̀ 
 n. kurunɛ 
 n. kũ4 
 n. kũli'itɛ, see: kũ4 
 n. kyàkpa 
 n. letã2 
 n. letãsɛñtɛ, see: letã2 
 n. ludapatamma, see: Luda 
 n. marenɔku, see: Mare 
 n. mɔśɔ2 
 n. nagãku, see: nagã 
 n. nasio pura, see: nasio 
 n. nasio sira, see: nasio 
 n. potoro 
 n. pu 
 n. pùu 
 n. sàkpa lí, see: sàkpa 
 n. sã̃̀ 
 n. sãma 
 n. sega 
 n. sɛṕu 
 n. sɛwɛ (1) 

 n. sɛ ̃
 n. síri 
 n. sĩsĩa 
 n. swaswã, see: swa1 
 n. tariankpã (2) 
 n. tɛf̃ɛt̃ɛ ̃
 n. tiri 
 n. wàra 
 n. wàsa 
 n. wáso 
 n. wisa'ɛafua, see: wisa 
 n. yã3 
 n. yɔbaka 
 n. zɔǵala 
 n. zùkparaa'ɛ, see: zù 
tree trunk  n. lída, see: lí1 
tree with gum  n. zãmpo 
tree with pods  n. sɛs̃ɛñgɛ ̃
tremble  vi. luka 
 vi. lukaluka, see: luka 
trembling  n. swã̃̀vĩna, see: swã̃̀ 
tremors  adv. gìrigiri, see: gìri 
trepidation  n. swã̃̀degedegena, see: 

swã̃̀ 
tribes  n. burinɔ, see: buri 
tribunal  n. yãkpatɛkɛki, see: yã1 
tributary  n. swa'ɔnɛ, see: swa1 
tribute  n. táfe 
trickster  n. ɔñdɔd̃e, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
trier  n. kokaride, see: kokari 
trim  vt. kɛr̃ɛ 
trip over  vt. gã̃̀ sí 
triumph over  vt. gbãna ble ...-a, see: 

gbãna 
 vt. yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃kɛ ...-a, see: yɔ̃̃̀gɔ ̃
troop  n. zi ̃̃̀kpɛ, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
trouble  n. wari 
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 n. waridɔmmana, see: wari 
 n. yã'ũmmana, see: yã1 
 vt. wari dɔ ...-a, see: wari 
trouble maker  n. yãketede, see: yã1 
troubled (be)  vt. wari kɛ, see: wari 
troubled person  n. yã'ũmmade, see: 

yã1 
troublemaker  n. gaavude 
trouble-maker  n. waridɔmmari, see: 

wari 
trough  n. gó (2) 
 n. pɔb́lebɔ, see: pɔ ́
truck  n. muta zɔ̃̃̀kɔ,̃ see: muta 
true  adj. yãpurade, see: yã1 
truly  adv. yãmanai, see: yã1 
 adv. yãpura, see: yã1 
trumpet  n. kãkãki 
trumpet blast  n. kãkãki'ũ, see: kãkãki 
trumpeter  n. kãkãkipɛri, see: kãkãki 
trunk  n. wó1 (2) 
trunk (tree, body)  n. gbãn 
trust  n. náani 
 vt. náani kɛ, see: náani 
trust God  vt. Luda náani kɛ, see: Luda 
trustworthy  n. náanide, see: náani 
trustworthy (be)  vt. náani vĩ, see: 

náani 
truth  n. yãpura, see: yã1 
truth speaker  n. yãpura'ori, see: yã1 
try hard  vt. kokari kɛ, see: kokari 
tsetse fly  n. líka 
tuber  n. bɛ2 
tuburculosis  n. donkã 
Tuesday  n. atalata 
tuft  n. bùru 
 n. suta 
tufted  n. sutade, see: suta 

tumbleweed  n. sã̃̀'ĩampuru, see: sã̃̀ 
tumour  n. gbĩ2 
tunic  n. dansiki 
 n. gyaba 
 n. lokomma, see: loko 
 n. utagyaba, see: uta 
 n. utalokomma, see: uta 
turban  n. lawani 
turbulent  vi. fɛ ̃
turkey  n. tolotolo 
turn  vi. ɛra 
turn against  vt. sã fĩ ...-nɛ, see: sã2 
turn around  vi. li 
 vi. litɛ 
turn away from  vt. kpɛ li ...-nɛ, see: kpɛ 
turn back and forth  vt. lili 
turn back on  vt. kɔkɔtɔ zu ...-nɛ, see: 

kɔ̃̀kɔtɔ 
turn inside out  vt. biri2 
turn over  vt. kútɛ ...-nɛ, see: kútɛ 
turn towards  vt. arɛ dɔ ...-a, see: arɛ 
turn upside-down  vt. litɛ kpɛdangara, 

see: litɛ 
turning place  n. litɛki, see: litɛ 
turtle-dove  n. zàmikukure, see: zà2 
twelfth  aadj. kuriawɛɛplade, see: 

kuri 
twelve  num. kuri awɛɛpla, see: kuri 
twentieth  aadj. barode, see: baro 
twenty  num. baro 
twenty eighth  aadj. baraakuri 

plansaride, see: baraakuri 
twenty fifth  adj. baraasɔɔrode, see: 

baraasɔɔro 
twenty first  aadj. baro awɛɛdode, see: 

baro 
twenty five  num. baraasɔɔro 
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twenty fourth  adj. baraasɔɔro 
donsaride, see: baraasɔɔro 

twenty litre kerosene tin  n. gáruwa 
twenty ninth  aadj. baraakuri 

donsaride, see: baraakuri 
twenty second  aadj. baro awɛɛplade, 

see: baro 
twenty seventh  adj. baraasɔɔro 

awɛɛplade, see: baraasɔɔro 
twenty sixth  adj. baraasɔɔro 

awɛɛdode, see: baraasɔɔro 
twenty third  aadj. baro awɛɛ'aakɔd̃e, 

see: baro 
 adj. baraasɔɔro plansaride, 

see: baraasɔɔro 
twig  n. gã̃̀laki, see: gã̃̀1 
twilight  adv. ɔkɔsialɛzio, see: ɔkɔsi 
 n. guguruguru, see: gu 
twin  n. sìka 
twin fetish  sn. Baa Sìka, see: Baa 

twist  vi. fĩkã ...-i 
 vi. koti 
 vt. fĩ 
 vt. fĩkara, see: fĩ 
 vt. fĩkã ...-i 
twist about  vt. kɔd̃ɛ kɛ, see: kɔ1̃ 
twist arm  vt. gã̃̀ fĩ, see: gã̃̀1 
 vt. ɔ fɛ ̃...-nɛ, see: ɔ 
twist on  vt. fĩ ...-a, see: fĩ 
twist one's words  vt. yã litɛ 

kpɛdangara, see: yã1 
twisted  adj. kotina, see: koti 
twisted (be)  vi. fĩkara, see: fĩ 
two  num. pla 
two hundred  cn. wàa 
two hundred naira  cn. zĩka 
two story house  n. bɛmusu, see: bɛ1 
two-edged  aadj. lɛḱpaplade, see: lɛ1́ 
tying up place  n. bàdɔki, see: bà2 
tyre  n. taaya 

U  -  u 
 
ugly  adj. vãni 
 adj. zara 
ulcer  n. sãntɛ 
ulcer in corner of mouth  n. lɛḱɛpu, 

see: lɛ1́ 
ululate  vt. ayuwii kɛ/dɔ ...-a, see: 

ayuwii 
ululation  n. ayuwii 
umbilical cord  n. kɔ̃̀tɔ 
 n. nɛḱɔt̃ɔ,̃ see: nɛ ́
umbrella  n. leema 
umbrella tree  n. nasio (1) 
unaccomplished aspect marker  part. dí2 

unaccomplished aspect pronoun affix 
part. -di, see: dí2 

unbeaten floor  n. kpɛṕuka, see: kpɛ1́ 
unbelief  n. ludanaanikɛnasari, see: 

Luda 
 n. náanikɛnasari, see: náani 
unbeliever  n. kifiri 
 n. ludanaanikɛrisari, see: 

Luda 
 n. náanikɛrisari, see: náani 
unbeliever in Jesus  n. 

Yesunaanikɛrisari, see: Yesu 
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unbled  aadj. kùtukpanasari, see: 
kùtu kpá 

unbled meat  n. gifa 
uncertain  aadj. náanisari, see: náani 
uncircumcised person  n. gyɔfɔrɔde, 

see: gyɔfɔrɔ 
uncircumcision  n. tɔ̃̃̀zɔñasari, see: tɔ̃̃̀ 
uncle  sn. de1 
 sn. disɛ ̃
unclear  adv. bùruburu 
 adv. dèredere 
uncleared land  n. lákpɛ, see: lá 
uncommissioned (soldier)  aadj. 

bàsaride, see: bà2 
unconscious  adv. dãdãdãdã 
 adv. sùum 
unconsciousness  n. gakũnwo, see: ga 
uncooked  adj. búsu 
uncovered head  adv. mìgbã, see: mì 
undefiled person  n. gbãsĩsaride, see: 

gbãsĩ2 
undefiled (thing)  aadj. gbãsĩsari, see: 

gbãsĩ2 
under  pp. gbáru 
underpants  n. kámpɛ 
understand  vt. ma1 
 vt. yã ma, see: yã1 
understanding  n. asãnsĩni 
underworld  n/adv. gyãwãn 
undeveloped fruit  n. nɛb́ongi, see: nɛ ́
undo  vt. piti 
undo (shoes)  vt. bobo, see: bo2 
undress  vt. uta bo, see: uta 
undressed  adv. búnu 
 n. punsi 
unembarrassed  n. wé'isaride, see: wé'i 
unexpected find  n. kɔñɔ1 

unfaithful (be)  vt. yãfutɛ kɛ, see: yã1 
unfaithful person  n. náanisaride, see: 

náani 
unfaithful person's name  sn. Wuuu 
unfortunate person  n. àleside, see: 

àlesi 
 n. takaside, see: takasi 
unhappy about (be)  vi. yã dɔ ...-a, see: 

yã1 
unhealthy person  n. aafiasaride, see: 

aafia 
uninformed person  n. dɔ̃̃̀risaride, see: 

dɔ1̃ 
uninhabited  aadj. zia2 
 adj. zĩ3 
unintelligent  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛsaride, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
unique  aadj. légelege 
 adj. mɛ ̃̀ndonna, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
unit for counting collection of articles 

(hair, grain, arrowheads)  cn. 
wɛń, see: wɛ ́

unit for counting things cn. mɛ ̃̀n 
unite  vi. kakara, see: ká1 
unity  n. nɛ ̃̀sɛdokɔñɔ, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
unknown  adj. zi ̃̃̀tɔ 
unleash anger against  vt. pɔfɛ ̃bo ...-i, 

see: pɔ 
unleavened  aadj. futɛnasari, see: futɛ 
unless  c. sé 
 c. séde (... baasiro), see: sé 
 c. séto, see: sé 
unload baggage  vt. aso kátɛ, see: aso 
unload burden on  vt. aso tó ...-nɛ, see: 

aso 
unmixed  adv. atɛñɛ, see: a2 
unproductive person  n. kopirirsari, see: 

kopi 
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unprotected place  n. kĩaki, see: kĩa 
unripe  adj. ísi 
unroll  vt. poro 
unroll grass on (house)  vt. sã̃̀ fĩfĩ ...-a, 

see: sã̃̀ 
unsheathe knife  vt. fɛñɛ woto/sɔtɔ, 

see: fɛñɛ 
unsheathe (sword)  vt. woto 
unstick  vi. gutɛ 
untangle  vt. bobo, see: bo2 
untidy  aadj. yàa 
 adv. yàaya, see: yàa 
until  c. ari 
untilled land  n. sã̃̀ (2) 
 n. sã̃̀ntɛ, see: sã̃̀ 
untrustworthy person  n. náanisaride, 

see: náani 
uplifting  aadj. karana, see: kara1 
upper foot  n. gbákpɛ, see: gbá 
upper jaw  n. lɛḿusu, see: lɛ1́ 
upright frame  n. lípɛtɛ, see: lí1 
upright person  n. zɛśususɛri, see: zɛ ́
uproar  n. zuka 
uproot  vi. mutɛ 

 vi. wowo, see: wo 
 vi. woro 
 vt. wo 
uproot tree  vt. lí biɛ, see: lí1 
upset  vt. nɛ ̃̀sɛ yaka, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
upset (be)  vi. pɔ ... yaka, see: pɔ 
urine  n. osoro 
us  pr. ó (1) 
 pr. -wá (2) 
 pr. wó2 
usage  n. muraru (1) 
use  n. muraru (1) 
use of (make); charm  vt. muraru kɛ, 

see: muraru 
useful (be)  vt. anfãni kɛ, see: anfãni 
usefulness n. anfãni 
useless  aadj. pãpã, see: pã 
 adj. pã 
uselessly  adv. pã 
uselessness  n. pã 
 n. pãpã, see: pã 
usual behaviour (do)  vt. kɛna kɛ, see: kɛ 
uterus  n. nɛ'́isɔ, see: nɛ ́

V  -  v 
 
vagina  n. zã̃̀ 
valley  n. guvutɛ, see: gu 
valuable  aadj. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛde, see: bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
value  n. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
 n. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛkɛ, see: bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
vapour  n. súru (1) 
vassal  n. zɔ̃̀ 
vast  adv. yàtata 

vegetable species  n. bobosɔs̃ɔtɔ, see: 
bobo1 

 n. plã̃̀ 
vehicle  n. mato 
 n. muta 
 n. táa'obɔ, see: tá 
veil  n. fáta 
veil of fat on animals' organs  n. dã3 (2) 
vengeance  n. mɔra 
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venom  n. sɛwɛ (2) 
vent anger on  vt. pɔfɛ ̃kipa ...-a, see: 

pɔ 
Venus  n. azia (1) 
 n. mɔ'azia, see: mɔ 
 n. mɔgankible, see: mɔ 
veranda  n. èda 
verdict  n. yã1 (7) 
vertebra  n. wópɛki, see: wó1 
very black  adv. níkiniki 
 adv. ùru'uru 
very close  adv. kãnikãni, see: kãni1 
very early  adv. káakukaaku, see: káaku 
very far  adv. zã̃̀zã, see: zã̃̀2 
very fast  adv. wãnawãna (2), see: 

wãna 
very high  adv. leilei, see: lei 
very hot  adv. tãntãn 
 adv. wãnawãna (1), see: 

wãna 
very long/high  adv. gbã̃̀nagbãna, see: 

gbã̃̀na 
very low  adj. ɛtɛkɛ, see: ɛtɛ1 
very many  adv. dasidasi, see: dasi 
very old  adj. zĩzĩ, see: zĩ3 
 adv. kòtokoto 
very rich person  n. ɔgɔdaside, see: ɔgɔ 
very ripe  adv. mɛt́ɛmɛtɛ (1) 
very self  n. zĩdanda, see: zĩda 
very sharp  adv. píopio 
very small  adj. fítinna, see: fíti 
 adj. utii 
 adv. fítifiti, see: fíti 
very sweet  adv. nnanna, see: nna 
very thin  adj. terere 
 adv. lɛb́ɛlɛbɛ 
very wild  adv. pãsĩpãsĩ, see: pãsĩ 

vice-president  n. kíkpaasi, see: kí 
victim  n. sa'obɔ, see: sa 
victimised person  n. pɔǵbɛña, see: pɔ ́
victor  n. zi ̃̃̀bleri, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
victory  exc. nasara 
victory cry  n. kùwiki, see: kù1 
vigil  n. ibɛñɛ, see: i2 
 n. itɛ,̃ see: i2 
vigilant (be)  vt. ibɛñɛ kɛ, see: i2 
village  n. lakutu 
 n. wɛt̃ɛ 
village dwellers  n. wɛt̃ɛdenɔ, see: 

wɛt̃ɛ 
villagers  n. lakutudenɔ, see: lakutu 
vine  n. sakɔkɔ 
 n. zãgã 
vine species  n. nɔ'ula, see: nɔ 
vine with edible fruit  n. álimusu, see: 

á3 
vine with non-edible fruit  n. swɛlimusu 
vineyard  n. geepilíkpɛ, see: geepi 
vineyard owner  n. geepilikpɛde, see: 

geepi 
vinous dove  n. potɛñɛwakasia, see: 

potɛñɛ 
violet  aadj. gaarurade, see: gaarura 
violet dye  n. gaarura 
violet ink  n. gaarura'i, see: gaarura 
violet plantain-eater (bird)  n. 

kpookpoo tɛr̃a, see: 
kpookpoo 

violin  n. guge (1) 
violinist  n. guge (2) 
virgin  adj. bũnu1 
 adj. lési 
virility  n. tɔ̃̃̀gbãna, see: tɔ̃̃̀ 
vision  n. wɛǵupu, see: wɛ ́
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visitor  n. nibɔ 
voice  n. kòto (2) 
volunteer  n. pɔyenyĩnade, see: pɔ 
vomit  n. pisi 
 vi. pisi 
 vt. lɛ ́sukpa (2), see: lɛ1́ 

vote  vt. kati zu, see: kati 
voter  n. katizuri, see: kati 
vow to  vt. lɛ ́gbɛ ̃...-nɛ, see: lɛ1́ 
 vt. lɛ ́kɛ ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
voyage  n. wɛt̃ɛgɛna, see: wɛt̃ɛ 
vulture  n. zàbã, see: zà2 

W  -  w 
 
wages  n. karo2 
 n. làada1 
wail  vt. wɛñda ɔɔ́ dɔ, see: wɛñda 
waist  n. pi1 
wait for  vt. dã1 
 vt. ɔ táta ...-lɛ, see: ɔ 
wake  n. íwisi, see: í 
 vi. vu 
walk  vi. tɛ1́ 
walk ahead of  vi. tɛ ́...-nɛ arɛ, see: tɛ1́ 
walk around  vi. tɛt́ɛ, see: tɛ1́ 
walking  n. tá 
walking path  n. ta'ozɛ, see: tá 
walking stick  n. lígbãnga, see: lí1 
wall  n. bĩni1 
wall builder  n. bĩnibori, see: bĩni1 
wall (of house)  n. gbi ̃̃̀1 (2) 
wall of house  n. kpata1 (2) 
walled  aadj. bĩnide, see: bĩni1 
wander about  vt. likara zɔ,̃ see: likara 
wanderer  n. likarazɔr̃i, see: likara 
wane (moon)  vt. iwɛza kɛ, see: iwɛza 
want  vi. ye (1) 
want (thing)  vi. ye ...-i (1), see: ye 
war  n. zi ̃̃̀ 
wardrobe  n. utakatɛki, see: uta 
warhorse  n. zi ̃̃̀sɔ,̃ see: zi ̃̃̀ 

warm  adj. lɔǵɔlɔgɔ 
warm oneself by a fire  vt. tɛ ́kpákpa, 

see: tɛ3́ 
warn  vt. gba làakari, see: gba 
 vt. sã fĩ ...-nɛ, see: sã2 
 vt. sã gbɛ ̃...-nɛ, see: sã2 
 vt. za2 
warrior  n. zi ̃̃̀gɔ,̃ see: zi ̃̃̀ 
 n. zi ̃̃̀kari, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
warrior noble of Borgu (pre-colonial)  n. 

wasangari (1) 
wart  n. kɔ̃̀2 (2) 
warthog  n. sàkpa 
wartime  n. zi ̃̃̀kagɔrɔ, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
wash (clothes  vt. pípi, see: pí 
wash clothes  vt. pɔ ́pípi, see: pɔ ́
wash hands  vt. ɔ pípi, see: ɔ 
wash-bowl  n. zú'obɔ, see: zú o 
washer  n. pìpiri, see: pí 
waste  n. laalase 
 n. pãpã, see: pã 
 vt. laalase kɛ, see: laalase 
 vt. pã kɛ ...-o, see: pã 
waste away  vt. mɛ ̃̀'i baba, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
waste time  vt. gɔrɔ dɛ, see: gɔrɔ 
wasting disease  n. mɛ ̃̀'ibabagyã, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
watch  n. agogo 
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 n. itɛ,̃ see: i2 
 n. mɔ̃̀ (3) 
 vt. tàasi ká, see: tàasi 
watchtower (for farmer or shepherd)  n. 

gugwagba, see: gu 
water  n. í (1) 
 vt. í ká ...-nɛ, see: í 
water animal  n. ítɛnɔbɔ, see: í 
water chevrotain  n. bikyao 
water current  n. ísɔ,̃ see: í 
water depths  n. ítu, see: í 
water fetcher  n. ítɔ(tɔ)ri, see: í 
water for removing defilement  n. 

gbãsĩbo'i, see: gbãsĩ2 
water for washing hands  n. ɔpipi'i, see: 

ɔ 
water lettuce  n. konɔ'imi, see: ko 
water receptacle  n. íkaki, see: í 
water scorpion  n. fí'itɛ, see: fí 
water skill  n. ítɛ'ɔñdɔ,̃ see: í 
water supply  n. ítɔki, see: í 
waterbuck  n. sage 
waterfall  n. ípɛtɛki, see: í 
 n. ísɔp̃ɛtɛna, see: í 
waterhole  n. bia 
waterless  aadj. ísari, see: í 
waterlily  n. tàfetira, see: tàfe 
water-pot  n. orozã, see: oro 
waterweed  n. burugu 
watery  aadj. íde, see: í 
 adj. íwa, see: í 
wave  n. ípaka, see: í 
 n. páka 
waving back and forth  adv. yáku 
waving hands  adv. yàkayaka 
Wawa  sn. Gbere 
way  n. zɛ ́(1) 

way of escape  n. mìboki, see: mì 
 n. zɛb́oki, see: zɛ ́
way of salvation  n. surabazɛ, see: sura 

ba 
way out  n. boki, see: bo2 
way through  n. guforo, see: gu 
wayward person  n. dɔ̃̀rɔsaride, see: 

dɔ̃̀rɔ 
we alone  adv. ódo(na), see: ó 
we always (Habitual)  pr. odìgɔ,̃ see: o2 
we always (Subjunctive)  pr. ògɔ,̃ see: ò 
we apart  adv. ódo(na), see: ó 
we (Appositional)  pr. ókɔñɔ, see: ó 
we are/were  pr. ótɛn(i), see: ó 
we (Contrastive)  pr. ópinɔ, see: ó 
we didn't  pr. ódi, see: ó 
we (Exclusively)  adv. ótɛñɛ, see: ó 
we (Habitual)  pr. odì, see: o2 
we must  pr. ósun, see: ó 
we must always  pr. ósungɔ,̃ see: ó 
we must never  pr. òsungɔ ̃...-ro, see: ò 
we must (not  pr. òsun ...-ro, see: ò 
we (Past)  pr. o2 
we (Stative)  pr. ó (3) 
we (Subjunctive)  pr. ò 
we will  pr. óni, see: ó 
we will always  pr. ónigɔ,̃ see: ó 
weak  aadj. gbãnasari, see: gbãna 
 adj. busɛ 
 adv. múkumuku 
 adv. mùkumuku, see: 

múkumuku 
weak (be)  vi. mɛ ̃̀ ... ga, see: mɛ ̃̀ 
weak person  n. gbãnasaride, see: 

gbãna 
 n. nɛ ̃̀sɛfutɛri, see: nɛ ̃̀sɛ 
weaken  vi. busa 
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 vt. ká í tɛ ́(2), see: ká1 
weakness  n. busɛkɛ, see: busɛ 
 n. gbãnasarikɛ, see: gbãna 
weakness (action)  n. busɛkɛna, see: 

busɛ 
wealth  n. aruzɛkɛ 
wealthy person  n. aruzɛkɛde, see: 

aruzɛkɛ 
 n. pɔd́e, see: pɔ ́
weapon  n. gɔk̃ɛbɔ, see: gɔ1̃ 
 n. zi ̃̃̀kabɔ, see: zi ̃̃̀ 
wear cap  vt. fura kú, see: fùra 
wear head-dress  vt. pɔ ́kú ...-a, see: pɔ ́
wear jewellery  vt. zã ble, see: zã1 
wear large cloth as headpiece  vt. tutu 

di, see: tutu 
wear sword  vt. fɛñɛda loko, see: fɛñɛ 
weariness  n. búgubugukɛ, see: 

búgubugu 
weave  vt. tã 
weave cloth  vt. biza tã, see: biza 
weave grass  vt. sã̃̀ tã, see: sã̃̀ 
weaver  n. bizatãri, see: biza 
weaver bird  n. sãtɛñna 
weaver's beam  n. kókoro 
weaver's rod  n. gòdoli, see: gòdo 
wedding  n. nɔsɛ, see: nɔ 
wedding banquet place  n. nɔsɛpɔbleki, 

see: nɔ 
wedding day  n. nɔsɛgɔrɔ, see: nɔ 
 n. sɛǵɔrɔ, see: sɛ1́ 
wedding feast  n. nɔsɛpɔble, see: nɔ 
wedge  n. gã2 
Wednesday  sn. Larubu 
weed species  n. ebe 
 n. fɔñɔ 
 n. gbɔkɔsi 

 n. pampara 
week  n. azuma (1) 
weeping  n. ɔɔ́dɔ, see: ɔ1́ 
weigh  vt. kiloo yɔ,̃ see: kiloo 
 vt. yɔ3̃ 
weighty  adv. gbìgiri 
welcome!  exc. barika 
welcome  vt. gbãnakɛ kpá ...-i, see: 

gbãna 
well  adv. manamana, see: mana 
 n. lɔ̃̀gɔ 
well cooked  adv. mɛt́ɛmɛtɛ (1) 
well hole  n. lɔ̃̀gɔwe, see: lɔ̃̀gɔ 
well off (be)  vt. nna ma, see: nna 
well off person  n. nnamari, see: nna 
well up with tears  vt. wɛ ́yakatɛ, see: wɛ ́
welling up  adv. fùuu 
well-water  n. lɔ̃̀gɔ'i, see: lɔ̃̀gɔ 
welt  n. flã̃̀gbɛ, see: flã̃̀ 
west  n. ifãlɛtɛ, see: ifã 
western people  n. ifãlɛtɛkpadenɔ, see: 

ifã 
wet  adj. yĩda (1), see: yĩ1 
wet season  n. bunsirɛ 
what?  adv. dera 
 n. bɔ ́
whatever  adv. beebɔ, see: bee 
what's-his-name  pr. wãanɛ 
wheel  n. gére 
when?  adv. bɔrɛ1 
when (Future)  c. tó2 (1) 
when (Past)  c. kũ1 (1) 
whenever  adv. beebɔrɛ, see: bee 
where?  adv. má1 
wherever  adv. beema, see: bee 
whether  part. -n yá, see: -n1 
 part. yòo 
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whether .. whether  part. -mɛ ... -mɛ, 
see: -mɛ 

which?  adv. kpate 
whip  n. flã̃̀ 
whirlwind  n. tùtu 
whisper  n. yãkpãni, see: yã1 
 vt. yãkpãni o, see: yã1 
whisper in ear  vt. kã ...-nɛ ... sãn, see: 

kã1 
whistle (to)  vt. fèe pɛ ́(...-i) 
white  adj. pura, see: pu 
 adv. púu, see: pu 
white falcon  n. bòro pura, see: bòro 
white man  n. anasara 
 n. bárapura, see: bára 
 n. bature 
white metal  n. mɔ̃̀pu, see: mɔ̃̀ 
white mongoose  n. kɔ̃̃̀pu, see: kɔ̃̃̀ 
white mushroom species  n. dɔñɔpura, 

see: dɔñɔ 
white of eye  n. wɛṕura, see: wɛ ́
white shea-nut oil that contains water 

n. nisifu, see: nísi 
whiten  vi. pu 
whitewash  n. karu 
 vt. karu ma, see: karu 
whitish  padj. puranle, see: pu 
whiz  adv. fìoo 
 adv. vìn 
 adv. vìoo 
who?  pr. dí1 
who  pr. kũ2 
whoever  pr. baadi 
whole  adj. bũnu2 
 adj. lési 
 adv. búnu 
why?  adv. bɔýãi, see: bɔ ́

whydah (bird)  n. dodombiri 
wickedness  n. yãvãnikɛ, see: yã1 
wide  adj. yàasa 
 adj. yɛ ̃̀rɛrɛ 
wide and fat  adv. pɔɛsɛɛ 
wide opening  n. foro 
widow  n. gyaanɔ 
widowed (be)  vt. gyaanɔ ble, see: 

gyaanɔ 
widower  n. gyaanɔ 
widow's clothes  n. gyaanɔblepɔnɔ, 

see: gyaanɔ 
width  n. yàasa 
wife  n. nɔ (2) 
 sn. nanɔ 
wife and companions  sn. nanɔnɔ, see: 

nanɔ 
wild  adj. pãsĩ 
wild cat  n. bãtue, see: bã 
wild dog  n. lɛwanna 
wild donkey  n. zaakisɛñtɛ, see: zaaki 
wild dreams  n. nana bã̃̀nɛ, see: nana 
wild duck  n. sɛḱɛ'itɛ, see: sɛḱɛ 
wild rice  n. tàfe mɔre, see: tàfe 
wild shea  n. kùnnɛ, see: kù2 
wild yam  n. kpama'ide 
wilderness  n. gbáranna 
wildflower  n. sã̃̀vu, see: sã̃̀ 
will  n. pɔyenyĩna, see: pɔ 
will always  part. nigɔ,̃ see: ni2 
 part. -nigɔ,̃ see: ni2 
will (Future marker)  part. ni2 
willing (be)  vi. we ...-i, see: we2 
win  vt. ble (2) 
win interest of  vt. wɛ ́ble, see: wɛ ́
win over  vt. milɛ ble 
win wrestle  vt. ɔsi nɛ, see: ɔsi 
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wind  n. ĩa (1) 
 vi. fĩkã ...-i 
 vt. fĩ 
 vt. fĩkã ...-i 
wind on  vt. fĩ ...-a, see: fĩ 
window  n. wondo 
windpipe  n. kòtogbãna, see: kòto 
winepress  n. geepi'ifɛk̃i, see: geepi 
wing  n. dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛ 
wing feather  n. dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛkã, see: 

dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛ 
winged  aadj. dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛde, see: 

dɛ ̃̀mbɛrɛ 
wink  n. wɛ ́lɛ,́ see: wɛ ́
winner  n. blèri, see: ble 
winnow by pouring  vt. fã (1) 
winnow by tossing  vt. fãfã, see: fã 
wipe sweat  vt. ísimma wara, see: í 
wire trap  n. bá1 
 n. guru 
wisdom  n. ɔñdɔ ̃
wise (become)  vt. ɔñdɔ ̃kũ, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
wise person  n. mìde, see: mì 
 n. ɔñdɔr̃i, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
wisely  adv. ɔñdɔ'̃ɔñdɔ,̃ see: ɔñdɔ ̃
wish misfortune on  vt. àlesi dɔ ...-a, 

see: àlesi 
witch  n. gãwãde, see: gãwã 
witchcraft (do)  vt. gãwã kɛ, see: gãwã 
with  pp. kũ ...-o 
 pp. -o1 
with a deaf ear  adv. sãkoto, see: sã2 
with a sigh  adv. fɛ ̃̀ɛ 
with him/her  pr. kãao 
with him/her (Log.)  pr. kãao, see: kãao 
with holes or space  adv. yãgãyãgã 
with it  pr. -o1 

with me  pr. kũmao, see: kũ ...-o 
with them  pr. kũńwo, see: kũ ...-o 
with unwashed hands  adv. ɔpipisari, 

see: ɔ 
with us  pr. kũoo, see: kũ ...-o 
with you (Pl.)  pr. kãáo 
with you (Sg.)  pr. kũnwo, see: kũ ...-o 
withdraw  vi. woto 
withdraw from  vi. kɛ ̃...-a, see: kɛ2̃ 
 vi. sɔs̃ɔ ̃...-nɛ, see: sɔ ̃
 vt. ɔ bo ...-n, see: ɔ 
withdraw hand from  vt. ɔ kpá ...-i, see: 

ɔ 
withhold  vi. gí kũ ...-o, see: gí 
without  pp. sari 
without eating  adv. pɔb́lesari, see: pɔ ́
without enjoyment  adv. pɔnnakɛsari, 

see: pɔ 
without expectation  adv. wɛd́ɔisari, 

see: wɛ ́
without gaps  adv. kpɛḿkpɛm 
without lugs  aadj. sãsari, see: sã2 
without strength  adv. sùkun 
without trouble  adv. warikɛsari, see: 

wari 
without warning  adv. lɛźasari, see: lɛ1́ 
withstand  vi. gí ...-i (1), see: gí 
witness  n. sèedade, see: sèeda 
wives  n. nanɔnɔ, see: nanɔ 
wobble  vi. yĩgãyĩgã, see: yĩgã 
wobbling  adv. dègedege 
Wodaabe  sn. Fulani Bororo, see: 

Fulani 
woe!  exc. waiyoo 
woman  n. nɔ (1) 
 n. nɔgbɛ,̃ see: nɔ 
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woman in labour  n. nɔ̃̀wãwãkɛri, see: 
nɔ̃̀ 

woman with baby  n. nɛŕande, see: nɛ ́
woman's period time  n. zayĩgɔrɔ, see: 

za1 
womb  n. nɛ'́isɔ, see: nɛ ́
women's dance  n. kobi 
wonder  n. yãbonsarɛ, see: yã1 
wonderful  aadj. bonsarɛ, see: bo2 
wood  n. lí1 (1) 
wood carver  n. lí'ari, see: lí1 
woodcutter  n. yàkawɛri, see: yàka 
wooden bar  n. lígurukpana, see: lí1 
wooden pillar  n. lígba, see: lí1 
wooden tablet  n. anlo 
woodpecker  n. lílɛkɔkɔ, see: lí1 
wool  n. pɔḱã, see: pɔ ́
 n. sãkã, see: sã1 
word  n. yã1 (1) 
word of prophecy  n. annabikɛyã, see: 

annabi 
word of testimony  n. sèedadekɛyã, see: 

sèeda 
word of wisdom  n. ɔñdɔỹã, see: ɔñdɔ ̃
work  n. zĩ2 
 vt. zĩ kɛ, see: zĩ2 
work a miracle  vt. dabo(dabo) kɛ, see: 

dabo 
work casually for  vt. zamalinga kɛ ...-

nɛ, see: zamalinga 
work done  n. ɔgbɛ (1), see: ɔ 
work hard  vi. gí kũ ... zĩdao, see: gí 
 vt. ania kɛ, see: ania 
work in cooperation  vt. ɔkakarazĩ kɛ, 

see: ɔ 
work together  vi. kpákɔĩ, see: kpá 
worker  n. zĩkɛri, see: zĩ2 

world  n. andunia (1) 
worm  n. guyĩdakɔkɔ, see: gu 
worm diggings  n. úfutu, see: ú 
worn out  aadj. nanana, see: na 
worn out (be)  vi. yakayaka, see: yaka 
worn out clothes  n. utakasa, see: uta 
worry  n. damu 
 n. para2 
worry (about)  vt. damu kɛ (...-o), see: 

damu 
worry someone  vt. ... damu kɛ, see: 

damu 
worsen  vt. kpàturu kpá 
worship  n. donyĩ, see: do ...-i 
 vi. do ...-i 
 vi. kútɛ ...-nɛ, see: kútɛ 
 vt. donyĩ kɛ, see: do ...-i 
 vt. legũ sísi, see: legũ 
 vt. sísi (2) 
worshipper  n. donyĩri, see: do ...-i 
 n. sìsiri, see: sísi 
worth  n. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛkɛ, see: bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
worthless  aadj. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛsari, see: bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
 aadj. gina, see: gí 
worthless person  n. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛsaride, see: 

bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
 n. pãpãde, see: pã 
worthy of (be)  vi. ká1 (1) 
worthy person  n. bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛde, see: bɛ ̃̀ɛrɛ 
wound  n. bɔ̃̀ 
woven granary  n. gbà zòoloo, see: gbà 
 n. gbàsɔ, see: gbà 
woven grass on ridge of house  n. 

kpɛb́oto, see: kpɛ1́ 
woven hair  n. mìtãna, see: mì 
woven mat  n. tã̃̀, see: tã 
wow!  exc. kúku 
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wrap by winding  vt. fĩfĩ ...-a, see: fĩ 
wrath  n. pɔfɛ,̃ see: pɔ 
wreath  n. lávutãna, see: lá 
wrestle  n. ɔsi 
 vt. ɔsi ká, see: ɔsi 
wrestler  n. ɔsikari, see: ɔsi 
wrinkle  n. yitoro 
 vt. yitoro kũ, see: yitoro 

wrinkled  adv. yúkuyuku 
wrist  n. gã̃̀sãpɛtɛ, see: gã̃̀1 
write  vt. kɛ2̃ 
writer  n. takadakɛr̃i, see: takada 
writhe  n. puturu bo 
 vt. gbigiri kɛkɛ, see: gbigiri 
wrong  n. yãzɛdesaride, see: yã1 

Y  -  y 
 
yam  n. á3 
yam disease  n. ákasa, see: á3 
 n. kasa2 
yam mound  n. buravu, see: bura 
yam residue  n. áfɔm̃ba, see: á3 
yam-hill hoe  n. swakoto, see: swa2 
Yangba  sn. Yãngba 
yard  n. ɔngura, see: ɔn 
yawn  vt. ama kɛ 
year  cn. wã̃̀ 
 n. wã̃̀ 
year after year  adv. wã̃̀ kũ wã̃̀ɛo, see: 

wã̃̀ 
yeast  n. lùbɛnɛ 
yell at  vt. lɛ ́dɔ ...-a, see: lɛ1́ 
yell (at)  vt. wiki lɛ ́(...-a), see: wiki 
yellow  adj. tɛr̃a, see: tɛɛ̃ 
yellow fronted barbet  n. tónna 
yellow lily  n. poti 
yes  exc. ee 
 exc. nn 
yes/no question marker  part. -nlo 
yesterday  adv. gĩa1 
yet  c. ase 
yield  vi. zu 

yoke  n. gbãngo (1) 
yonder  adv. zã̃̀ dire, see: zã̃̀2 
Yoruba  sn. Yuru 
you alone (Sg.)  pr. ndo, see: n 
you always (Pl. Habitual)  pr. adìgɔ,̃ see: 

a2 
you always (Sg. Habitual)  pr. ndìgɔ,̃ 

see: n 
you always (Subjunctive)  pr. ǹgɔ,̃ see: ǹ 
you are/were (Pl.)  pr. átɛn(i), see: á1 
you are/were (Sg.)  pr. ńtɛn(i), see: ń2 
you didn't  pr. ńdi, see: ń2 
you didn't (Pl.)  pr. ádi, see: á1 
you must  pr. ĩnisun, see: ĩni2 
you must never  pr. ǹsungɔ ̃...-ro, see: ǹ 
you must not  pr. ǹsun ...-ro, see: ǹ 
you must (Pl.)  pr. ásun, see: á1 
you (Pl. Appositional)  pr. ákɔñɔ, see: 

á1 
you (Pl. Contrastive)  pr. ápinɔ, see: á1 
you (Pl. Habitual)  pr. adì, see: a2 
you (Pl. Object)  pr. á1 (1) 
you (Pl. Past)  pr. a2 
you (Pl. Stative)  pr. á1 (3) 
you (Pl. Subjunctive)  pr. à2 
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you (Sg.)  pr. mpi 
you (Sg. Appositional)  pr. mɔkɔñ 
you (Sg. Habitual)  pr. ndì, see: n 
you (Sg. Object)  pr. n (1) 
you (Sg. Past)  pr. n (3) 
you (Sg. Stative)  pr. ń2 (1) 
you (Sg. Subjunctive)  pr. ǹ 
you will always (Pl.)  pr. ánigɔ,̃ see: á1 
you will always (Sg.) pr. ĩnigɔ,̃ see: ĩni2 
you will (Pl.)  pr. áni, see: á1 

you will (Sg.)  pr. ĩni2 
young  aadj. bɔ̃̀rɔ 
young animal  n. pɔńɛ, see: pɔ ́
young bullock  n. zùsanɛ bɔ̃̀rɔ, see: zù 
younger sibling  sn. dakũna 
your (Pl.)  pr. á1 (2) 
your (Sg.)  pr. n (2) 
youth  n. kɛfɛnna 
youthfulness  n. kɛf́ɛnnakɛ, see: kɛfɛnna 
Yuna  sn. Yuuna 

Z  -  z 
 
Zekana (village)  sn. Zekãna (2) zenith  adv. mìdangura, see: mì 

 
 


